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works, or exhibiting their external 

evidences, may give the ſacred books 
additional weight and influence; ſettle the 
ſceptick or convince the unbeliever: but 
the greateſt advantage ſeems moſt likely 
to accrue, from ſuffering them to ſpeak for 
themſelves; laying open their invaluable 
treaſure; or diſplaying their internal charac- 
ters, genuine ſpirit, and moſt ſublime ſenti- 
ments. This perhaps might be done moſt 
effectually by the way of verſion or tranſ- 
lation, but can only be attempted agreeably 
to our preſent laws, by means of illuſtra- 
tions commentaries paraphraſes, c. And 
this, reſpecting ſome of them which are - 
confeſſedly replete with religious wiſdom, by 
have I fincerely endcavoured in the ſubſe- 
quent ſheets. I have indeed avoided, ap- 
plications of theſe poetick writings to ſcrip- 
ture hiſtory, particular perſons, or remark- 
able facts, as a liberty, whatever ſeeming 
light might ariſe from thence, that is not 
I apprehend allowed to a fair interpreter, 
where a coincidence of all material circum- 
ſtances is not apparent, 

As to notes where they are fewer, the 

- paraphraſe is intended to be ſo enlarged as 
to render them leſs neceſſary; and where 
it is moſt copious, the only view is to con- 
vey to every capacity in the moſt familiar 
manner the entire meaning, 
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PREFACE. 
As to authors my ſituation afforded the 
opportunity of conſulting, I truly wiſh, for 
the ſake of the greater perfection the work 
might have derived thence, that I had more 
of their aſſiſtance to acknowledge. How- 
ever, where in the courſe of the perform- 
ance I have been obliged, I have been ſcru- 
pulous to own it ; and I hope not without 
an honourable mention of ſeveral whom 
I do highly eſteem : if not in every quo- 
tation, which would have been tedious, yet 
in one place or other. I have only to add, 
_ expreſſions of a moſt grateful laſting ſenſe 
of the extreme honour done me, in the 
many diſtinguiſhed eminent names upon the 
following liſt: and eſpecially ſolicitous wiſhes 
and moſt ardent prayers, that ſome uſeful 
and beneficial purpoſe to the glory of God, 
and the good of mankind, may be anſwer- 
ed even from ſo ſmall a mite thrown into 


the ſacred treaſury of ſcriptural religious 
knowledge. 
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CHAP. L SECT. L 


The country Job inhabited ; and eminence bf his 


virtue and charafter. His proſperity and opus 
lence. His numerous iſſue, Their mutual anni- 
verſary feſtivals : and the ſolemnities of devotion 
with which they were conſtantly ſucceeded. The 
beavenly intelligences, or holy and bleſſed ſpirits 
aſſembled. Satan preſumed to appear in company 
with them. The all-diſcerning Sovereign obſerved, 
and interrogated bim: in the ſtrongeſt terms de- 
claring the principal ſubject of the whole perfor- 
mance, even Job's integrity, Satan inſinuated 
this to be queſtionable, or ungenerous and ſelf- 


intereſted : and had permiſſion to try it. Ver. 


Arabian 


Vol. I | B 
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man 2 HERE once lived in the Stcr. 1. 

land eaſtern land of NZ, or mt 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Ster. 1. Arabian country of the Auſitæ, land of ® Un, whoſe 


— 
Job i. 1. 


a very extraordinary perſon, name . 
commonly known by the name 
of Job : and that worthy man 
did honour, not only to the 
place 


2 Tt having been an ancient cuſtom for places and nations to 
be denominated after their original founders, reſtorers, or be- 
nefaQors ; there are three different perſons tranſmitted in the 
ſacred volume, under the title of Uz, or Uts, from whom ſe⸗ 
veral cities or countries ſeem to have derived their reſpective 


names. One Gen. x. 23. the firſt born of Aram, reckoned 


the builder of Damaſcus: from whom the adjacent valley 
had its name, and by the Arabs to this day is called Gaut, 
Gauta, and Al. gauta, differing in letters, but not in pronun- 
ciation. Another ch. xxxvi. 28. and Lam. iv. 21. of the 
poſterity of Eſau, Edom, or the children of Diſban, from whom 
the whole, or greateſt part of a country in Arabia Petræa, on 
the confines of Canaan, had its appellation, The third re- 
corded, ch. xxii. 21, moſt probably was the perſon from whom 
both Job's country took its name Lx, or as the LXX, Auſitis; 
Ptolemy, Auſite ; and he himſelf deſcended : alſo a people 
dwelling in Arabia Deſerta, near Chaldea, having Arabia, part 
of which was inhabited by the Sabeans, to the South, and 
Chaldea to the Eaſt. Vid. Boch. in Phal, L. 1. C. 26. Jur. Crit. 
Hiſt. V. 1. C. 2. Univ, Hifl. V. 1. P. 369. and Pat. in Loc. 
d As to the fat, which has been queſtioned, whether ſuch 
a perſon as Job ever in reality exiſted ; this incomparable 
performance, the principal part whereof ſome have aſcribed 
to him, as its probable author, with the honourable mention 
made of him, £ze+. xiv. 14. and St. James v. 11. ſeem abun- 
dantly ſufficient teſtimonies ; and if, as ſome ſuppoſe, in its 
preſent form, it be a dramatic work, or heroic narrative, it 
does not thence follow but it may be a true hiſtory ; theſe 
having, in ordinary, had their rife from ſome ancient re- 
eords, or living charaQers, To aſcertain the exact period, 
when Job lived, may not be ſo eaſy. The patriarchal age 
bids faireſt for it. Some time betwixt Jacob and Moſes. Scarce 
ſo late as when the Maelites ſojourned in the wilderneſs. 
However, the work itſelf, I think. muſt be confeſſed to have 


all the genuine marks of a moſt remote and early antiquity. 


The metre and cadence ſeem looſe and unconfined ;- but the 
fentiments and diction are full of energy and dignity, natural 
ſimplicity, and the nobleſt ſublimity, | 
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that man was © per- 
fect and upright, and 


en.  FADctIty of his morals, and 


Book of Jos. 


place he inhabited, but even Seer. i. 
one that feared God, to human nature; for the 


the unaffected ſimplicity, and 
undeviating, perfect integrity 
of his principles, and entire 
converſation. In other words, 
he was conſtant in devotion 
irreproachable as to Juſtice z 
and induſtriouſly avoiding all 
the dangerous ſnares of vice 
and folly ; he ever honeſtly 
followed as truth and reaſon 


led him, | 


2. And there were As to the great end, and 2 


born unto him ſe- moſt deſireable bleſſing of the 


conjugal relation, he was re- 

I — favoured; and his 
joyful houſe increaſed with 

the numerous and promiſing 

B 2 iſſue 


© The principal fubje& is Job's ſincerity or integrity. This 
the omniſcient Being aſſerts, Satan denies, or ſtrongly ſuſpects; 
his viſitors largely controvert; and he himſelf ſtrenuouſſy 
maintains; till, at laſt, the unerring and impartia! Judge 
himſelf, interpoſing, puts an end to the debate, and deter- 
mines in his favour : after fully N him how inade- 


quate, and utterly unable he and all mankind are, to pene- 
trate the myſterious unſearchable ways of heaven; or unra- 


vel, and explain the whole immenſe ſcheme of divine Pro- 
vidence. was neither infallible, nor impeccable, but he 
was, beyond all queſtion, an honeſt man: and throughout 
the interpretation, or expoſition, this main point is to be 
kept in view ; or the conſequence will be much perplexity 
and confuſion. What it is to be perfect and wpright, the lat- 
ter part of the firſt verſe, which is explicatory of the former, 
clearly and fully inftruQs us, viz. to reverence, imitate, and 


obey the only living and true God, and to guard againſt all 


impiety and immorality. - 


3 


— 
Job it, 


A PARAPHR ASE on the 


Secr, 1. iſſue of ſeven ſons and three 
— — 
Job i. 3, 


daughters. 

His ſubſtance and poſſeſ- 
ſions were, moreover, very 
conſiderable, his flocks and 
herds ſurpriſingly multiplied ; 


and, in proportion, his do- 


meſtics, herdſmen, ſheepherds, 
and huſbandmen. So that 
this proſperous man had few 


equals in that age; and, in all 


thoſe parts, rather held the 
rank of a ſovereign prince, or 
noble lord, than of a private 

rſon. | 
The ſeveral branches of his 
family appear likewiſe reſpec- 
table and diſtinguiſhed : more 
eſpecially for a prevailing cuſ- 
tom of alternately inviting one 
another to their different 
dwellings, and the whole of 
brothers and ſiſters in concert 
meeting, by anniverſary enter- 
tainments 


3. His 4 ſubſtance 
alſo was ſeven thou- 
ſand ſheep, and three 
thouſand camels, and 
five hundred yoke of 
oxen, and five hun- 
dred ſhe-aſles, and a 
very great houſhold ; 
ſo that this man was 
the greateſt of all the 


men of the © eaſt. 


4. And his ſons 
went and feaſted in 
their houſes, every 
one his day, and 
ſent and called for 
their three ſiſters to 
eat and drink with 
them. 


4 Jn thoſe early ages, manufactures, traffick, and com- 


merce, that ſince have occaſioned ſuch extenſive correſpon- 
dencies, and produced ſuch a multitude of riches, with ſplen- 
did equipages, and magnificent buildings, were not known, 
or only in their infancy: the wealth of potentates, and 
greateſt lords of the earth, conſiſting chiefly in corn, fruit 
and cattle. In this primitive, ſimple manner, both ſacred 
and profane hiſtory repreſents the heroes of antiquity. 
Arabia lay due Eaſt from Egypt; but, as is common to all 
other countries, it is not improbable the inhabitants of this 
ſtyled themſelves men of the Eaſt, only to diſtinguiſh them 
from people of a more Weſtern ſituation reſpecting them. 
See Med, Wor, Fol. p. 467. and Grot. in Matt. ii. 2. . 
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Ma e »» 


early in the morning, 


Boot of Jos. 


tainments to celebrate their re- SSC. 1. 


ſpective birth-days: after al jd La 


tance of abode had ſeparat 
them, and to each had been 
aſſigned his excluſive portion, 

or independent ſettlement. 
5. And it was ſo, Their venerable, good fa: 5 
when the days of ther, ever tenderly concerned 
their feaſting were : . 
one about, that Job for their morals, and the piety 
ſent and s ſanctified of their conduct, kept an eſ- 
them; and roſe up pecial eye upon theſe return- 
ang) offered b burst ing ſeaſons; and in the courſe 
cfferings according of, or early after them, em- 
to the number of braced the firſt opportunity, 
them all: for Job to give expreſs orders for their 
ſaid, it may be that appearance before him, and 


OP SJ: proper. 


This ancient cuſtom has, perhaps, ſome affinity to that 
mentioned by Homer, Apollonius Scholiaſtes, Euflathius, and 
others, of immolating tongues, at the end of their feaſts, in 
order, as has been ſuppoſed, to atone for any thing un- 
guarded in the chearful gueſts. Vid. Apoll. Scholiaſ. in Argon. 
L. 1. v. 5 16. Euſlath. in Hom, Odyſſ. L. 3. p. 131. Athen, L. 
1. C. 14. principio. 

s The moſt ancient preparatory rites, purifications, or 
luſtrations, antecedent to ſacrifices, vigre waſhing the whole 


body, or at leaſt the hands ; and it was reckoned an aggra- 


vated crime to omit this ceremony: they thought a more 
than ordinary purity and ſanctity was required at the cele- 
bration of divine ſolemnities : and that, previouſly, they 
ought to abſtain from pleaſures, which, at other times, 
might lawfully be enjoyed. Vid. Demeſthen. Orat. in Neær. 
Virg. AEneid. L. vi. ver. 229. Porphyr. De Victim. Hom. 1, 
L. vi. v. 206. Timarchid. Libro de coronis. 

b Burnt offerings. From the mention of theſe only, and 
from Job himſelf offering them, may not an argument be 
grounded for the moſt diſtant and early antiquity of the age or 
period he lived in: for are not theſe the moſt ancient oblati- 
ons that we have any account of? And were not the heads 
of it, originally, prieſts to every family ? 


6 


stcr. 1. Proper preparation, or puriſi- 


A PaRAPARASE on tbe 


my ſons have ſinned, | 


cation by waſpings, to ſucceed and i curſed God in 
35 hen ich th ne 0 their hearts. Thus 
chem wit Te: IE 1g10us O- did Job continually. 


lemnities of Furnt offerings: 
ſeriouſly reflecting to what er- 
rors and frailties even a tem- 
porary abated reverence for an 
Infinite Being, or vigilance of 
virtue might have betrayed 
them; and how eaſy the tran- 
fition is, eſpecially in precipi- 


tate and inexperienced youth, 


enjoying health and plenty, 
from the utmoſt extent of juſt 
liberty, and height of innocent 


gaiety, to ſome ſentiments or 


expreſſions bordering on profane- 
meſs, or to ſome degrees of 
extravagance and wickedneſs, 
In this pious and laudable 

cuſtom 


198, not , ſtrictly and properly ſignifying to curſe 
or bla Pheme, 2 of the eller aſcribe the ate of the 
latter to an infinite veneration the ancients entertained for 
the ſacred name of an all-perfe& Being, to that degree, that 
they devoutly reckoned” they could not, even in a narration, 
join two ſuch words together, and not be defiled. The ſup- 


poſition is natural: and at the ſame time it js obſervable, 


that words in all languages, according to the manner in 
which they are expreſſed, and others they are joined with, 
not only bear different, but contrary ſenſes. Thus gd de- 
notes purity, holineſs, and likewiſe a fornicator : d 2 
proftitute, The Arabic Chammin, ſignifies both hot and cold 
water. Altarbo, joy and ſorrow, Almaula, maſter and ſer- 
want. Apyos, with the Greeks, fewift and flow. Altus and 
profundus, with the Latins, high and low, above and beneath, 
Further, do not both the Greek ya1gey, and the Hebrew Jl, 
ſometimes denote intermitfing men's regard for, bidding fare- 
vel to, or renouncing S ce Poc. Miſe, Not, on Maimon. Por. 
Me. P. 137. 


6. Now there was 
a day when the * ſons 
of God came to pre- 
ſent themſelves be- 
fore the Lorp, and 
Satan came alſo a- 
mong them. 


7. And the Lorp 
ſaid unto Satan, 
whence comeſt thou? 
Then Satan anſwer- 
ed the Loxp, and 
ſaid, from going to 
and fro in the earth, 
and from walking up 
and down in it l. 
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cuſtom Job was both conſtant, Szcr. 1. 
Job i. 5. 


and religiouſly exact, peculi- 
arly ſcrupulous. 

Noto to reſemble great 6 
things by ſmall, or the grand 
celeſtial adminiſtration, and 
affairs, by earthly policies; 
there was a day, as are the 
days of heaven, when the holy 
and bleſſed inhabitants of the 
upper world were aſſembled, 
to give attendance before the 
Supreme Majeſty, ſeated on 
his throne of glory : and Sa- 
tan, once of their obedient, 
happy number, now an ad- 
verſary and apoſtate, was pre- 
ſumptuous enough to join the 
faithful, ſhining company. 

Early, by the all-diſcerning , 
Sovereign, was the evil ſpirit 
deſcried, and interrogated ; 
from what quarter of the 
creation, ſaith the Lord, doſt 
thou proceed? or in what tract 
of the univerſe haſt thou la 


B 4 been 


* There appears to have been a very ancient tradition, 


or general perſuaſion, that angels, or intelligences of differ- 
ent orders, yet above the human rank of beings, were con- 
ſtituted agents, or miniſters of Heaven and Providence, See 
Gen, iii. 24, XVill. 2. xx viii. 12. 

The Chaldee Paraphraſe adds, to try the works of the chil- 
dren of men : — not diſagreeing with St. Peter's account of 
the ſame grand deceiver. 1 Ep. v. 8. And hence ſome, in- 
ſtead of calling up and down, render PIF1NND) eing. 
plundering and ravaging ; — but it may be * 4 

: ea 


1 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 1. been employed? To whom 


— — the common enemy anſwered 
Job i. 7, 


I have lately been moſt con- 

verſant in that earthly world, 

where embodied ſpirits dwell 

upon a temporary probation ; 

traverſing different parts, rang- 

ing through various climates, 

and acquainting myſelf with 

their great diverſity of circum- 

ſtances and characters. 
98 The unerring and impartial _ 8. And the Loxo 


Judge, and friend of virtue and ſaid unto Satan : haſt 


mankind, added. With all fan Jeb, d my 


thy unwearied, reſtleſs travels, there is none like 
ſtratagems, and, poſſibly, ſome him in the earth, a 
dreadful advantages; haſt thou Perfect and an up- 


ight , 
ever attempted to ſubvert my oF 3 


vigilant and faithful ſervant cheweth evil ? 
Job? It would truly be to no 
purpoſe; his ſtedfaſt integrity 
is proof againſt thy moſt pre- 
meditated ſchemes of horrid 
miſchief, There is not, among 
mankind, 


leaſt, whether it will bear, or ever has, a/one, this interpre- 
tation : neither, however true it might be of the grand ene- 
my, was it likely to enter into his own confeſſion, or decla- 
ration, at this time, and before this auguſt aſſembly, Every 
character, in the whole performance, has its diſtinguiſhing 
marks, is uniform and perfect in its kind, and in every thing 
proper and peculiar to it admirably ſupported and preſerved, 
As the great and diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Job is reli- 
gious integrity, and he appears on all occaſions the ſame pious, 
pright perſon ; ſo is Satan peculiarly marked out as artful and 
efigning, malignant, envions, inſinuating and ſuſpicious: and 
never could the ſubtleſt, the. moſt wicked, and moſt miſ- 
chievous of beings, be drawn more to the life, than he is in 
a few lines of this book. 


9, 10, 11. Then 
Satan anſwered the 
Lord and ſaid, doth 
Job fear God for 
nought ? Haſt thou 
not made an ® hedge 
about him, and a- 
bout his houſe, and 
about all that he 
hath on every ſide? 
Thou haſt bleſſed the 
work of his hands, 
and his ſubſtance is ® 

increaſed 
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mankind, his fuperior, ſcarce SEeT+ 1. 
his equal, for an exemplary Ich . 2 


and unfeigned piety, for a 
moſt generous and unſhaken 
virtue. In ſhort, he chuſes 
or refuſes, acts or forbears 
acting, by no other meaſures 
beſides thoſe of honour and 
conſcience, the ſuggeſtions of 
reaſon, and the ſincerity of 
true religion. 

To whom the malicious and 9» 
inſinuating adverſary replied ; 
I am not ignorant of Jobs for- 
tune and character; nor yet 
how much the one depends 
upon the other for its ſupport 
and luſtre ; and both upon 
an extraordinary kind Provi- 
dence. Has he no other motive 
or proſpect except pleaſing the 
Almighty, the native —_— 

0 


m Hop, ſeems derived from , ſignifying a thorn-bu/b, 


or thorn-fence, and figuratively, barbed irons, The meaning 
is, haſt thou not on all ſides ſurrounded, invironed, that no 
body can approach to attack him ? According to the 4ra- 
bic, Annon panoplia illum induiſti? Haſt thou not put on bim 
proof armour, or as it were cloathed him with a coat of mail? 
2 PH. As the former expreſſion referred to Job's being 
preſerved, guarded, kept in, that no one could come at to preju- 
dice him; ſo this, rendred increaſed, to the numbers that 
went out from him, and the vaſine/s of his wealth and power, 
which, continuing the figure of ſpeech, ftill increaſed the 
difficulty, and interpoſed betwixt, and acceſs to him, | 
Io this the Engliſh bard humourouſly enough alludes, 


The | 


1 


2 — 2 ⏑ 222 2 
- - 5 — 2 2 


D QO r 
2 = — -—— * 8 932 — 
— 78 4 - , P 
— ——_S. — — — 4 
_ — r= xy 


10 
SECT. 1. 


% 


10, 11. 


Job i. , 


A PaARATHRASE on the 


of virtue, or the noble me- increaſed in the land. 


rit of a conſcious integrity? But put forth ? thine 
Much otherwiſe! He is fo hand now, and touch 
4 Wall that he hath, 


circumſtanced, encloſed, and and he will curſe thee 
on all ſides hemm'd in, that to thy face. 

he cannot well make excur- 

fions, or appear in his proper 

colours: at leaſt not, and en- 

large, ſecure, and enjoy, what 

is infinitely dearer © him 

than every thing of religion, 

Dix. himſelf and his ſubſtance, 
| © 


The Devil was piqued ſuch ſaintſhip to behold, 
And long'd to tempt him, like good Job of old: 
But Satan now is wiſer than of yore, 

And tempts by making rich, not making _ 
oe. 


Nh DN, Verum enim vero, properly rendered, is, — 
Set if he do not: — certainly he will, — or, there is n doubt of it, 
&c. A kind of aſſeveration, or form of proteſting and ſwear- 
Ing. | 
L Schultens underſtands by . looſen the reins, and rec- 
kons it a figure of ſpeech taken from brid/es. The ſenſe, 
probably, here, and in many other places, is exert, ftretch 
Forth thy hand in action; or rather, relax its hold, and diſ- 
charge him from a ſpecial proteCtion ; as it ſignifies to turn 
out cattle, to puſh away the feet, and to divorce, Gen. xlix. 
21. Deut. xxil. 19. and 29. ond Job xxx. 12. 

4 Cocceius, and after him Schultens, render HY, inſtead of 
all that he, Fc. as in our verſion, by quidvis, ſignifying any 
thing ; and if both the original and whole turn of the period 
would admit that interpretation, the ſenſe would be,— touch 
a fing/e article of his property,—let the /caft ill. fortune attend 
hun, and, as Peters interprets, he will return à ſnitable ſalu- 
tation; i. e he will inſtantly renounce or forſake his duty. 
And the grant or anſwer : The whole of his property is al- 
lowed to be wreſted from him; and an extreme il! fortune to 
perſecute him; and yet hg will not do it. 
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his bleating flocks, and lowing Sr. 1. 
herds. But ſuffer him to be Pg 
diſtreſſed, or diveſted of theſe, Job i. 11. 
and ſee if both his apprehen- 
ſions and actions do not alter 
with his change of circum- 
ſtances; and whenever Pro- 
vidence ſeems unkind, and his 
treatment ſevere, he do. not 
return anſwerable, quite ſuit- 
able, and entirely contemptuous / 
ſalutations, to the very face of 
God himſelf. IT am fully ſatis- 
fied, if this were to happen, 
he would no longer conceal 
his real principles and latent 
hypocriſy : that his piety is 
no more than to ſave appear- 
ances, and all his boaſted vir- 
tue only an empty name. 
BY _— __ To whom the great Heart- 12. 
aid unto Sara be, ſearcher rejoins: in thoſe ver 
1 — 1 deſirable inſtances of — 
thy power, only dell 
upon himſelf put not happineſs, ſuggeſted to be 
forth thine hand. So higheſt in Job's eſtimate ; in- 
—_ —_ _ deed, the only ground and 
mo x hop gag nee reaſon of whatever piety and 
| righteouſneſs he makes pre- 
tences 


NA. The natural ſignification whereof is, as rendered 
in our verſion, viz. going forth, or departing : it is expreſſed of 
an enemy to an engagement, Gen. xiv. 8. an executioner to per- 
form his office, Iſa. xxxvii. 36. likewiſe to ſpread the inſectim 
of fin, Jer. xxiii, 15. and of excrements coming out of the body, 
Exod. xxi 22, The reader is to judge, which of them may 
be moſt properly applied to the depraved manners, and vile 
intentions, of this malignant, wily being. | 
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SECT. 1, tences to, I grant, with the 

* ſecurity of his perſon, that 
he be ſubjected to a trial, 
and even left in thine own 
hands to make it. With this 
licence, and no queſtion de- 
termined upon a molt rigor- 
ous procedure, the infernal 
_ inſtantly withdrew him- 
ſelf, 


er n 


Various calamitous incidents, and ſcenes of adverſſty 
exerciſe Job's fortitude and patience. Proſperity 
had not diſſolved or enervated his unſhaken, firm 
mind: he nobly ſtands the teſt of the contrary, 
in the loſs of his cattle, and even all bis children, 

| at one heavy jiroke : and under ſuch a ſeries of 

BM unexpected and ſudden, complicated, and dread- 

| Jul diſaſters, preſerves and maintains one uniform 

| charatter of piety and integriy. Ver. 13. to the 


| end. 
Jos i. 13. Jen 1. 13. 
8 ; ND there was 
Sxer. 2. O heighten the following - 


—— ſcenes, nothing had pre- ſons and his daugh- 
Job i. 13. ceded to give the leaſt alarm ters were eating, and 


; happened drinking wine, in 
of them they all PPE their eldck brother's 


at one time, when the ſeaſon . 


ſeemed calm and ſerene, and 
the family's repoſe unmoleſ- 
ted: and all in one day, and * 
that devoted to mirth and 
pleaſure; when the whole 


young 


14, and 15. And 


there came a meſſen- 


ger unto Job, and 


ſaid, the oxen were 
plowing, and the aſ- 
ſes feeding beſide 
them: and the“ Sa- 
beans fell upon them, 
and took them away, 
yea they have ſlain 
the ſervants with the 
edge of the ſword, 
= I only am eſca- 
ped alone to tell thee. 
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young aſſembly of Job's ſons 
and daughters, as uſual in the 
rotation of their annual feaſts, 
were met for mutual enter- 
tainment at the- houſe of their 
eldeſt brother.: then it was 
the ſtorm begun, and ſo tra- 
gically ended, 

The firſt misfortune, one 
employed in huſbandry brings 
Job the following account of; 
the oxen, ſays he, being at 
their uſual labour, and the aſ- 
ſes hard by grazing ; when, 
with a ſudden and overpower- 
ing violence, they were ſeized 
and carried off as ſpoil, by 
ſome Sabean robbers, or Ara- 
bian free-booters : who enhan- 
ced their injuſtice with cruel 
inhumanity, putting the ſer- 
vants to the ſword : neither 
was it without imminent ha- 
zard of a ſhare in this ſad 


diſaſter, that I only remained, 
and alone can inform you of it. 
| He 


* By Sabeans ſeem meant, not as the LXX, Syriac, and Ara- 
bie interpreters underſtand, and, according to the Erhiopic 
ſenſe of the word in its verſion of other parts of ſcripture, viz. 


a number of men of whatever nation, but ſtrictly and properly 


Sabeans, the deſcendants of Sheba, the grandſon of Abraham 
by Keturah, As by Chaldeans, at the 17th verſe, thoſe of 
Cheſed, the ſon of Nahor by Milcha : both which dwelt in 
Arabia Deſerta, frequently making excurſions for proviſion, 
being notorious for living upon booty and plunder, See 


Gen. xxv. 3. Spsnhem. Hiſt, Fob Plin, vi. 26. Strab. 779. and | 
767. Diod. Sic. xi. 32. Ptol, v. 20. 
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Sgr. 2. 
— 
Job i. 


161. 
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SECT. 2. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


He had not ended, before 


another arrives with heavy 
Job 1. 16. tidings of aſtoniſhing, farther 


devaſtation : both the flocks 
of ſheep, ſays he, and their 
deplorable keepers, were ſud- 
denly and irretrievably de- 
ſtroyed by a terrible ſtorm, 
attended ' with lightning and 
thunder, or a moſt diſmal 
ſhower mixed with liquid de- 
vouring fire: and it is by a 
ſtrange hand of Providence 
that I myſelf the only one 
preſerved, can bring the in- 
telligence, and have not pe- 
riſhed in the flames. 


17 As he was relating this, a 


third interrupted with freſh 


advices; three different bands, 


adds he, of our rapacious 
neighbours, the Chaldeans, as 
lying in ambuſh, and at a cer- 
tain ſignal iſſuing forth, have 
made one joint irruption and 
forcible ſpoil of the camels : 
not ſuffering an individual, 
who had the charge of them, 

beſide 


16. While he was 
yet ſpeaking, there 
came alſo another, 
and ſaid, the * fire. of 
God is fallen from 
heaven, and hath 
burnt up the ſheep, 
and the ſervants, and 
conſumed them, and 
I only am eſcaped 
alone to tell thee. 


17. While he was 
yet ſpeaking, there 
came alſo another, 
and ſaid, the Chal- 
deans made out three 
bands, and fell upon 
the camels, and have 
carried them away, 
yea, and ſlain the 
ſervants with the 
edge of the ſword, 
and I only am eſ- 
caped alone to tell 
thee. 


t Fire of God, xc. In the Hebrew tao ſubfantives are well 
known to be commonly uſed inſtead of an adjefive and a 
ſubſtantive. And the word Gad is frequently to be underſtood 
as emphatic, heightening or magnifying. Thus mountains of 
God, denote very high mountains, — cedars of God, goodly 
ones: — fire of God then ſignifies, a mighty and terrible, fatal 


and irrefiſtible one. 
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18, and 19. While 
he was yet ſpeaking, 
there came alſo an- 
other, and ſaid, thy 
ſons and thy daugh- 
ters were eating and 
drinking wine in 
their eldeſt brother's 
houſe. And behold, 
there came a great 
wind from the u wil- 
derneſs, and ſmote 
the four corners of 
the * houſe, and it 
fell upon the young 
men, and they are 
dead; and I only am 
eſcaped alone to tell 
thee, 


„ 
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beſide my own ſelf, to eſcape Szer. 2. 


a bloody ſlaughter, and alone Job | Lo 


bring the news. 


A A meſſage, the moſt afflictive 18, 19. 


and melancholy, was but juſt 
behind, ſoon reached his ears, 
and rended his very heart; 
which the bearer thus relates z 


all your children were aſſem- 


bled, chearful gueſts, at their 
eldeſt brother's houſe, when a 
violent ſudden. tempeſt, or fu- 
rious overwhelming hurricane, 
driving from the deſart, beat 
down the fabrick upon them, 
and buried the whole company 
in its ruins; neither the maſ- 
ter, nora ſingle ſervant preſent, 


except 


u Heath obſerves concerning Job's ſituation, that it was 
apparently on the northerly ſide of the Arabias deſart, for the 
ſtormy winds in thoſe countries blow from the ſoutherly 
quarters. See Heath. Not. on the Text. 

It may not be foreign to the purpoſe to remark, that the 
houſes, in ancient times, were tents, tabernacles, pavilions, 
or portable lodges, under which to ſhelter in the open field, 
from the inclemencies of the weather. Some, as the Jewifs 
tabernacle, formed of boards; others differently — but it is 
in ſuch kind of houſes that thoſe wandring people, the Tar- 
tars and Arabs, have always been uſed to lodge. And as to 
tempeſts, eſpecially violent ones, and perfect hurricanes, it may 
be difficult to ſay in what preciſe manner they attack, or from 
what direct point of the compaſs they blow. Hence, in a 
moſt furious one, the Latin poet repreſents, three different 
winds as employed and united, | 


Una euru/que noty/que ruunt, creberque procellis 
Africus : 


Vieg. | 
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SECT. 2. 


— 
Job i. 18, 
19. 

20, 21. 


A PARATRRASE on the 


except myſelf alone, will ever 
hereafter ſpeak of what has 

happened. 1 
Under theſe accumulated 
circumſtances of domeſtick 
grievous adverſity, 7ob ap- 
peared endowed with all the 
natural paſſions, but armed 
with religious virtue to com- 
mand them : and together with 
other tokens expreſſive of a 
manly ſorrow, and a pious re- 
ſignation; uttered the follow- 
ing ever memorable ſentence, 
It was in the helpleſs, unpro- 
vided, and defenceleſs condi- 
tion, common to all men, that 
J lately begun to exiſt in this 
earthly world; and I am cer- 
tain, it is irreverſibly deter- 
mined, that in the ſame native 
verty and nakedneſs, e*er 
long, I ſhall ceaſe to do it : to 
what 


20, and 21. Then 
Job aroſe, and rent 
his mantle, and * ſha- 
ved his head, and 
fell down upon the 
ground, and worſhip- 
ped, and ſaid, naked 
came I out of my 
mother's womb, and 
naked ſhall I return 
thither: the Loxp 
gave, and the Logp 
hath taken away; 
bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord v. 


* The cuſtom of Having the head, or cutting off the hair, 
as a token of heavy ſorrow, and the deepeſt mourning, 
ſeems alluded to, Jer. vii. 29. Jai. xv. 2. likewiſe by Homer, 


Oayſ.. iv. 197. 


— The rites of woe 


Are all alas ! the living can beſtow 


O'er the congenial duſt, enjoined to ſhear 
The graceful curl, and drop the tender tear. 


Pope; 


The LXX add, even as it ſcemeth good to the Lord, fo it is 


come to paſs. 
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inconſolably grieve, or ſink ,T Me 


under the loſs even of the 


moſt valuable important bleſ- 


ſings of ſo tranſient and ſhort 
a life ? Originally I but re- 
ceived them, and ſo long as 
the great and good God, in 
his infinite bounty continued, 
I thankfully. enjoyed them + 
he is now pleaſed to recall, 
and, ſurely, my buſineſs 1s, 
patiently to reſign his own to 
him : I truly do acknowledge 
his rightful claim, revere his 
moſt juſt judgments, and a- 
dore his ſupreme authority, 

and boundleſs perfection. 
; — In all this Job In all this behaviour of 
inned not, nor Job, there is nothing out of 
charged character, 


2 In a literal interpretation it is, he offered no inſult, expreſſed 
nothing indecent, nor attributed to the almighty Being, any 
thing unworthy, abſurd, or extravagant ; that is, he acted in 
character, as a man of the ſtricteſt piety and integrity; and 
in no ſenſe curſed God, &c. as the enemy had vilely ſuggeſted 
he would do. | | 

The following pathetic, ſenſible lines of Anti-Lucretius 
ſeem not impertinent to the occaſion, 


Should that bloom of youth thou now enjoyſt, 

Thy vigorous health, the ſweet ſerenity 

Of tranquil life, and bleſſings that ſuffice 

Thy not o'er weaning heart ; ſhould theſe fair gifts 
Inſtant be ſnatch'd, at fickle fortune's will; 

[For, like the ſhort-liv'd flower, their beauty fades] 
Should dread diſeaſes, waſteful war, or fire, 

Sudden ſurprize thee in the flow of joy, 

Vox. I. C UnpraQiis'd 
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SECT. 2. 


— a—_— 
Job i. 22. 


A PARA PHR ASE on the 
character, or inconſiſtent with charged God fool - 


the juſteſt notions of an un- iſhly. 


diſſembled piety, and ſteady 
virtue: no unworthy ſenti- 
ments of a moſt righteous 
God betrayed — no haughty 
inſult, criminal diffidence, or 
peeviſh, fretful impatience : 
nothing at all anſwering to 
what Satan, from pure ma- 
lignity, had ſuggeſted. 


Unpractis'd to endure ; or tyrant fell 

Load thee with chains; in dungeon deep immur'd ; 

Or ſhould thy boſom-ftiend his truſt betray ; 

Thy deareſt wife be torn from thy embrace; 

Untimely death thy children all at once 

Sweep off; thy ſpotleſs fame black envy blaſt, 

And calumny, ſworn foe to innocence ; 

How wouldſt thou then behave ? — 

— Whom pure religion's facred aid 

Firmly ſuſtains, morality's beſt guide, 

That paſſes now time's rapid ſtream along, 

They as the paſt regard; and, as a dream 

Of yeſterday, with equal eye ſurvey > 

Each various ſcene of life ; its alles of frowns, 

Nought vain or tranſient has the power to move 

Their ſteady minds ; nor adverſe fortune break 

Whom warm proſperity could never bend, 

Tho' on the general ſea that rolls mankind 
Tofs d rudely, and by partial tempeſt driven, 

Stemming undaunted the tumultuous waves, 

In the mid ocean they enjoy the port, 

Thro' the glad preſcience of a happier life. 


CHA P. 
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CHAT. Hl. Ml 


The heavenly inhabitants again convened. The grand 
= apoſtate preſent. The interrogatories repeated, 
; touching Satan's ſituation lately, and Job's inte- 

grity. This laſt, moreover, declared as having 
been conſpicuouſly manifeſted under his paſt unde- 
ſerved, but very affiittive trial. Farther inſinu- 
ations of Satan, reſpecting the ground of Job's 
ſubmiſſion, and ſo eaſy reſignation of temporal 
poſſeſſions, and an earthly offspring. They were 
not his perſon : that was ſecure : and that was 
his great concern. A grant to exerciſe him there- 
in, to the utmoſt that diſeaſes, not incurable and 

mortal, could do. His wife's raſh advice. His 
mild remonſtrance. His friends viſit of condolence. 
Ver. 1. to the end. 


Jos ii. 1. Jos ii. 1. 

GAIN 2 HERE was another Ser. 3. 
when the * fons of "oF wagrugte vary Job ii. 1 
God came to pre- ſeaſon, when the bleſſed and Oo 

ſent | faithful 


2 The Chaldee Parapbraſt ſtiles theſe, troops of angels. 
Schmidius ſuppoſes them to be Job's guard, or miniſtring 
ſpirits : ſuch as ſome of the ancients, and particularly So- 
crates, ſsem to have believed, were appointed to every man, 
as genius's, keepers, or conſtant inſpectors and attendants, 
during the courſe of his life on earth. The learned and : 
ingenious Peters obſerves on theſe repreſentations, that they 
are not ſo much a poetical dreſs and embelliſhment ; as a 
— prophetical ſtyle, and (may I not add, eaſtern uſual) way of 

repreſenting things to the mind in the ſtrongeſt images, au- 
thoriſed by God himſelf in holy ſcripture ; and the uſual 
form or ſtyle wherein his prophets were commanded to 
deliver the moſt ſacred and RR truths; As kings _ 
2 a 
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Job ii. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Ster. z. faithful miniſters of heaven 
and Providence, in full aſ— 


ſembly, attended, to pay their 


addreſſes, and know the ſu- 
preme pleaſure of the high and 
mighty one, who inhabiteth 
eternity: and the common e- 
nemy was enough daring and 
impudent, to intrude himſelf 
amongſt the auguſt court, into 
the glorious preſence. 
Heaven and earth's great 
Lord and Guardian, the in- 
ſtant he appeared, obſerved, 
and thus demanded of him: 
from what quarter proceedeſt 
thou? or in what diſtrict, and 
to what purpoſe haſt thou 
lately employed thy pervert- 
ed, and ſubtle, wicked abili- 
ties and arts ? To whom the 
deſtroyer anſwers: my laſt 
ſtation, or rather, unſettled, 


wandering motion, has been 


upon earth : various diſtricts 
whereof 


ſent themſelves be- 
fore the Loxp. And 
Satan came alſo a- 
mong them to pre- 
ſent himſelf before 
the LorD. 


2. And the LoRD 
ſaid unto Satan, from 
whence comeſt thou? 
And Satan anſwer - 
ed the Loxd, and 
ſaid, from going to 
and fro in the earth, 
and from walking up 
and down in it. 


act their moſt important affairs in a ſolemn council or aſ- 
ſembly ; ſo God is pleaſed to repreſent himſelf as having 
his council, and as paſſing the decrees of his Providence, 
in an aſſembly of his holy angels. 2 Kings vi. 15, 16, 17. 
Exe. i. 1. Jer. xxiii. 18. Vid. Michael. Com. in Loc. See Pet. 
Crit. Diff. to. p. 114, and 119. There is no doubt to be 
made, the idioms uſed, and common forms of expreſſion 
are neceſſary to cloath ideas in, to be underſtood; and the 
people, of that time and place, knew full well what was 
meant by many ſtriking images, alluſions, and figurative 
expreſſions, wherein there may be ſome difficulty to us, 
Who live in a different country, and at a greater diſtance of 


* 


time, 


be. 
And 
a- 


pre- 
fore 


)RD 
rom 
lou? 
ver- 
and 
to 


rth, 


ns 
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whereof I have made ſhort vi- Seer. z. 
ſits to, being ſometimes wit 
the inhabitants of one region or Job ft. 2. 
climate, ſometimes with thoſe 
| of another. 
3. And the Loxp He who eſteems his own 


faid unto Satan: haſt moral attributes, as his moſt 
thou conſidered my 


ſervant Job, that glorious perfections; and is 
there is none like peculiarly pleaſed with the 
him in the earth, a truth and virtue of his intel- 


perfect and an up- ;; ; . b 
* ligent offspring, again vouch 


feareth God, and ef- fafes thus to make inquiſition 
cheweth evil ? And of this reſtleſs buſy wanderer. 
ſtill he > holdeth Faſt thou ever fixed thy diſ- 


faſt his integrity, al- . 
thongh then * mov- honeſt thoughts, or tried thy 


edſt C 9 inſidious 


b dy holdeth fat. Schultens takes to be a military 
term, and literally to ſignify, that 70 had not given up his 
armour, his ſhield, or his buckler : was not beaten out of his en- 
trenchment, nor diſarmed ; 1. e. retained his integrity. In its 
uſual acceptation, the word is very emphatical, and denotes 
a determined reſolution, and invincible conſtancy of mind, that 
both perſeweres, and actually prevails over all oppoſition, a 
courage which nothing can ſlorm. Thus it is applied to the 
matchleſs and irreſiſtible power of God himſelf. Prov. xxiii. 
11. See likewiſe, Deut. xxxi. 7. Iſai. xxxv. 4. Jer. viii. 5. 

p . moved}?, ſignifies to excite, perſuade, ſeduce; ſome 
add, to flir up, infligate to the utmoſt, or provoke and exaſperate, 
with Houting and clapping of hands, as dogs are to ſeize and 
worry the prey. The ſenſe here, as in moſt other places of 
{cripture, ſeems to be poſſeſſing, drawing in, or carrying away, 
with plauſible arguments, ſtriking repreſentations, or indired hints, 
and artful, fly inſinuations, See 1 Sam. i. 26. 1 Kings xxi. 25, 
2 Chron. xxxii. 11. Deut. xiii. 6, 7. 

The learned profeſſor Chapploww thinks the emphaſis would 
be ſtronger, if the laſt clauſe was read — and yet thou mowed}, 
&c. or the interrogation continued, and thepræterit altered tor 
the preſent or future — and doſt thou, or wilt thou move, &c. 
When the obvious ſenſe, or natural connexion, require theſe 
liberties of interpretation, they may be taken, but in general 
ought to be avoided : and the verb in this place referring ta 
the paſt, thou moved ſi, ſeems the proper rendering. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 3. inſidious arts, on my excellent 


ſervant Fob ? What is thy o- 
pinion of his principles and 
character ? I repeat it, the 
whole earth exhibits not a 
brighter, nobler image of his 
Maker, nor an inftance of a 
more rational, impreſſive, and 
inflexible piety and virtue: 
when with ſurmiſes of envy 
and perfidy, without any 
charge to lay, or fault to 
find deſerving thereof, thou 
haſt urged me, by uncom- 
mon tribulations, to prove 
and try his ſincerity and con- 
ſtancy: what hath this trial 
availed ? or what advantage 
haſt thou gained? Not the 
leaſt! he remains the ſame 
that ever he was — unſhaken, 
inviolate, impregnable. 

To whom, ftung with this 
rebuke, and fraught with envy 
and guileful chicanery, the 
evil one replied. The trial 
is inadequate, the ſufferings 
are ſlight, and the proof of 
Job's integrity is by no means 


apparent: 


edſt me againſt him, 
to deſtroy him with - 
out cauſe. 


4, and 5. And 
Satan anſwered the 
Lord, and ſaid, 4 
ſkin for ſkin, yea, 
all that a man hath, 
will he give for his 
life. But put forth 
thine hand now, and 

touch 


3 Skin for fein, the Chaldee Paraphreſe interprets, limb for 
«imb. Schultens underſtands by it, that being diveſted of 
earthly poſſeſſions, and even bereaved of children, reſembles 
Sight wounds, or bruiſes and hurts that go no deeper than the 

ſkin. The meaning appears to be, ane Hin for another, one 
smportant article, or one perſon in the room of another : that is, 
he would not ſcruple to compound with the loſs of his cat» 
cle, and even children, 20 {ave his own lite. 


n 1 n 
r 2 *. 
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* touch his bone and apparent: his integrity and Sgr. 3. 


his fleſh, and he will courage muſt be ſmall indeed, x? 
Jobii.4,5. 


f curſe thee to thy 


face. to be overcome with loſles 


that, he knows, time may re- 
trieve, or induſtry ſupply : 
the main concern, with all 


men, is their own dear per- 


ſons ; and for their own ſafety 
they are glad to compound with 
the loſs of every thing beſides : 
and let Job, with all his 
boaſted virtue, once feel the 
mighty hand of heaven, in 
the torturing anguiſh of fierce 
maladies ; and he will return, 
even the Almighty, and that to 
his very face, a ſuitable ſaluta- 
tion: he will fill the air with 
heavy complaints, and the 
loudeſt exclamations, againſt 
the power that inflifts this 
miſery, or the Providence 
wu only ſuffers it to befall 
im. 


C 4 With 


© The learned Schultens very juſtly ſuppoſes, — touch Bis 
bone, &c. is a ſimilar idiom to that borrowed from the Arabs, 
adegit cultrum ad os : expreſſive of afflifting in a tender arti- 
cle, or vital part ; and reducing to ſuch extremity that life 


- is deſpaired of, May it not be aſked, whether almoſt all 


nations have not ſome ſuch like phraſe, as well as his favou- 
rite Arabs ? | 

' That part of the paraphraſe which is in 7ta/ics is taken 
from Peters ; who, I am very certain, by returning a ſuitable 
Jalutation to the face, underſtands, not what is, ſtrictly and 
properly ſpeaking, ſuitable to ſay to his face, or becoming to ex- 
preſs in his preſence, who is righteous in all his ways : but what 
Satan, perhaps, ſhould reckon ſo, or what might be expected 
from a miſerable creature, who had renounced all religion, ayd 
was grown quite outrageous, 
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SECT. 3. 


A PaRATERASE on the a 
With a ſovereign defiance, 6. And the Lon 


and utter contempt of this faid unto Satan, be- 


Job ii. 6, 


7 


malignant, vile ſuggeſtion, _ _— 


the great Diſcerner rejoins : life. 
one more bitter experiment 

may be made; and' in the 
invaluable article of bodily 
health thou art permitted, to 

the utmoſt, to afflict and diſ- 

treſs him: under this reſtric- 

tion, that his lite ſtill remain in 
him, or that it be with no mor- 

tal and incurable diſtemper. 

Upon obtaining this his 7. So went Satan 


0 ; forth from the pre- 
wiſhed for grant, the tor- or 


mentor withdrew ; and with and ſmote Job with 
an unheard of cruelty, fell to n fore boils from the 
immediately ſole 


Save his life, Did it not ſeem expedient, even as to this 
world, that Fob ſhould ure a ſeries of ſuch extraordinary 
calamities ? That his character ſo attacked, and almoſt 
eclipſed, ſhould again emerge and ſhine forth in its native 
beauty and luſtre ? And his integrity and fortitude, ſo exer- 
ciſed and harraſſed, at laſt triumph? In general the ſuppoſi- 
tion of another lite ſolves all difficulties of this: but it may be 
worth attending to, whether there was not ſomething eſpecial 
and particular in Job's caſe. This was ſuggeſted to me by 
a very learned and worthy friend; it is ingenious, and may 
employ the more curious at ſome of their leiſure hours. 

b Sore boils, &c. Various have been the opinions and 
conjectures reſpecting this painful and grievous indiſpoſition. 
Some have choked it the waria/z, or ſmall pox, ſaid to be 
firſt taken notice of by the Arab phyſicians. — Others, the 
lues venerta, ſuppoſed to be of Indian extraction, and to have 
made its firſt appearance in Europe, proceeding from ſome 

- unwholeſome diet, amongſt the French ſoldiery lying before 
Naples. From a reſemblance of ſymptoms, Becket and Pit- 
cairn favoured this notion : and probably it occaſioned an 
article to be inſerted in a Miſſal printed at Venice A. D. 
1542. to be uſed by the recovered from that diſeaſe, in 

honour 
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RD. ſole of his foot unto immediately executing it: he Secr. 3. 
5 his crown. gave ſuch a taint and infec- FS 
ine , Job ii. 7. 
his tion, or raiſed ſuch a com- 


motion and violent inflam- 
mation, in the blood and 
Juices of Job's body, as 
quickly overſpread the whole 
of it, with fiery eruptions, or 
ulcerous eating ſores, 

8. And he took The acute, inexpreſſible g 
him a potſherd toi pain and anguiſh theſe cre- 
er 9 2 ated, added to the weight of 

grief he before conflicted with, 


among the aſhes, : 
could not but render him ex- 
tremely miſerable : the reſt- 


ith leſs, good man, was truly re- 
the duced to the neceſſity of try- 
ole ing every expedient for the 

leaſt reſpite; and one while 
his applied ragged ſhells, or bro- 
uy ken earthen ware to cleanſe 
oft or eaſe the part, moſt vio- 


lently affected: another, ſat 
down penſive and mournful 


be amidſt heaps of rubbiſh and 

1al aſhes. 

- 9. Then ſad his At the ſad ſight of this 9 
wife unto him, doſt ſpectacle for wretchedneſs, 

nd thou Job's 

n. 

be 

he honour of St, Jeb, as he is there ſtiled, and as peculiarly 

ve obliged to his prevailing interceſſion for their happy deliver- 

ne ance. The opinion belt ſupported is, that it was the Lepra 

re . Arabum, or Eliphantiafis, the ſymptoms whereof are ſpecified 

2 by Galen, Pontanus, Aratæus, Cardan, &c. Very nearly agree- 

an ing with the patient man's deſperate caſe, as recorded in the 

D. ſacred book. Vid. Barthol. De Morb. Bib. p. 33. 

in i For /crape, the Chaldee and Arabic uſe a word commonly 


ur applied to pulling leaves and bark off from trees. 
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Job ii. 9 


Secr. z. Job's unthinking and impa- thou ſtill retain thine 
tient wife thus expoſtulated : —_—_— k Curſe 


more adviſeable, openly and 


relieve, and yet ſuffers you to 


expected; therefore adviſes — matters ſcarce could be worſe 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


G and die. 


you may til], if you pleaſe, 
determine to profeſs an high 
regard for religion, and to 
ſupport the character of an 
undeviated probity; but if, 
as the caſe appears, you are 
upon the point of periſhing, 
in my opinion it is much 


frankly to acknowledge — 
either that you are a diſguiſed 
and ſecret, but moſt certain 
and enormous ſinner, and are 
Juſtly puniſhed : or, that the 
ſtricteſt piety and virtue are 1 
no ſecurity; therefore, no o- 6. 
bligation upon you, further 3 
to obſerve them : nor hard] 

keep any meaſures at all, with 
a power that could ſo eaſily 


languiſh, and be utterly loſt, ; | 
under ſuch an accumulated : 
weight of overwhelming mi- 1 


ſery. 
To 


k Curſe God, &c. In the paraphraſe of this laſt clauſe the 
reader will obſerve two different interpretations, The for- 
mer is ſupported by good authorities : apd yet, with all proper 
deference, I am inchned to the latter, as better correſponding 
with the principal ſubject. This was Job's integrity — now 
controverted, and abating or giving which up would end the 
debate; but if he perſiſted, as he had done, to adhere to it, ſhe 
ſaw no iſſue, nor could imagine what further proof might he 


— at all events to renounce it. 


e 
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10. But he ſaid un- To whom the patient and Szcr. 3. 


to her, thou ſpeakeſt : : 
as one of the! fooliſh humble man very pertinent 


wamen ſyeaketh : ly anſwered : ſuch uncouth, 
n What? Shall we ſtrange expreſſions, ſuch paſ- 


® receive good at the fjonate, raſh reflections, from 


1 n, from 933 — ſignifying to be deſtitute of 
frrength, ſpirit or courage — to be weak, timorous, daſlardly — 
ordinarily the weakeſt people being the moſt peeviſh, raſh, 
and paſſionate : it is the feminine plural of Nabal, which is 
fully explained, in the mean character, and ſhort hiſtory, of 
the churliſh and froward perſon bearing that name. 1 Sam. 
xxv. 25. 

* — J. Lane, certe, profecto, imo, properly rendered is, 
indeed ? in reality? in werity ? is it fo to do ? or, ſay you fo 
truly? expreſſive of an unuſual ſurprize, and an entire diſ- 
approbation. | 

pg. Schultens underſtands as ach, in the Greek, 
and as denotin ome than barely to receive : to chuſe, take 
hold of, and embrace; or, accept with pleaſure as a gift or pre- 
ſent, It is obſervable that the ſame word is uſed both of 
good and evil: and, however valuable criticiſm is, I ſuſpect, 
moſt men will incline to a meaning conſiſtent with their na- 
tural ſenſations ; and the difference they unavoidably make 
betwixt pleaſure and pain, proſperity and adverſity : duty 
may bid us patiently kiſs the rod; but our contexture muſt 
be greatly altered, not to feel the ſmart. However, an ad- 
mired writer of our own ſeems referring to this, 


Thou haſt been 

As one in ſuffering all, that ſuffers nothing : 
A man who fortune's buffets and rewards 
Has ta'en with equal thanks, | 


And bleſſed are they, &c. 


Another — to the ſame purpoſe, 


— Thou haſt ſeen mount Atlas 
While ſtorms and tempeſts thunder on its brows, 
And oceans break their billows at its feet, 

It ſtands unmoved, and glories in its height : 
Such is that — man; his tow'ring ſoul 
Midſt all the ſhocks and injuries of fortune, 
Riſes ſuperior, 


— —_# 
Job ii. 10, 
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the unthinking and froward 
of your ſex, would not ſur- 
=_ one : but from you, who 

ave known me in proſperity, 
and now under the heavieſt 
load of dire diſtreſſes, I confeſs 
they do aſtoniſh me. Pray ! 
what but ſhort-ſighted, and 
imperfect creatures, are the 
wiſeſt and beſt of mankind? 
Or, what is the world we ſo- 
journ in, but a condition of 
being ſubjected to inconſtancy, 
— abounding with changes? 
Nevertheleſs, under the admi- 
rable direction of a moſt gra- 
cious Providence, which diſ- 
tributes at one happy period, 
with an unſparing hand, diſ- 
tinguiſned favours; wherein 
we are to rejoice : which at 
another, yet with no unkind 
views, adminiſters affliction 
and adverſity, for us to ac- 
quieſce in and improve : nei- 
ther of them, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
being certain proofs of love or 
hatred — but talents to uſe, 
and ſtations to do honour to, 
by a virtuous character and a 
conſcious integrity. The ad- 
ditional ſhock, Jeb thus brave- 
ly ſuſtained; neither, on ac- 
count of perſonal, bodily ſuf- 
ferings, did his reaſon, inte- 


grity, and religious principles 


alter, or fail to ſupport him. 


So 


hand of God, and 
ſhall we not receive 
evil? In all this did 
not Job ſin with his 
lips. 


2 or” R 5 
4 N 8 2 4 r 


11. Now when 
Job's three friends 
heard of all the evil 
that was come upon 
him, they came every 
one from his own 
place; » Eliphaz the 
Temanite, and Bil- 
dad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naama- 
thite : for they had 
made an appoint- 
ment together to 
come to mourn with 
him, and to comfort 
him, 
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So total and precipitate a 
downfal and ruin, in a man 
of Job's fortune and charac- 


ter, could not but be reported 


far and wide : and three con- 
ſiderable perſons of his for- 
mer acquaintance, named, E- 
liphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Na- 
amathite, hearing thereof, a- 
gree upon a time, and under- 
take a journey, to pay him a 
viſit of condolence : and as 


affectionate, ſincere friends, 
adminiſter all the conſolation 
that they were capable of, or 
his deplorable circumſtances 
admitted. 


wy Their arrival in Job's coun- 

12.And when they 

lifted up their eyes. 

afar off, and knew 
him 


his diſtreſſed condition, con- 
firmed but too fully the moſt 
tragical 


o Fliphaz, the ſon of Theman, the third from Eſau, See Gen. 
xxxvi. 4. Or Theman was the place of his reſidence : a city 
eaſt of /dumea, within the confines of Arabia Deſerta. Lightf. 
Chron. p. 25. Spanheim C. xiv. S. 5. and C. iv. S. 11. and 
Michael, in Loc. | 

Bildad, a deſcendant of Shuah, one of the ſons of Abraham 
by Keturah, and a relation of Fob : whoſe country took its 
name from him, and belongs to Arabia Deſerta. 

Zophar, the Naamathite, rendered by the LAX, O Mivauog, 
which Spanheim ſuppoſes to be the ſame with the Maonim 
mentioned 1 Chron, iv. 40. 2 Chron. xx. 1. being a people 
who dwelt in Arabia Deſerta, eaſtward of the Ammonites. Hiſt. 
Fob. C. xiv. p. 460. Tom. ii. p. 85 2. But were not theſe ac- 
tually the children of Ham, or Ammon, i. e. Ammonites ? And 
have we any thing certain and determinate upon record with 
regard to his original ? | 

The learned Grotius obſerves on this part of the world, 
that it has been remarkable for giving birth to men of emi- 
nence, and the moſt celebrated philoſophers, 
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try, and firſt diſtant view of 
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SECT. 3, tragical accounts, and renewed him not, they o lifted 


up their voice and 
J —_ their ſorrows. They beheld me; all hey-onnh 


indeed. their worthy friend ; every one his man- 
but how diſmally altered, and tle, and ſprinkled 
utterly unlike what he once duft upon their heads 
was ! A picture moſt ghaſtly, 112 — 
and truly mortifying to hu- 
man nature ! They acknow- 
ledged the ſad difference, and 
gave ſenſible proofs, and all 
cuſtomary tokens how deeply 
they were concerned for it. 
13 lf the proſpect at ſome diſ- 13. So they 4 (at 
tance greatly affected, the down with him upon 
nearer the 


P In this manner the ancient otientals, and others of the 
firſt ages, expreſſed their afflicted ſenſe of ſome extraordinary 
catamity. 2 Sam. i. 12. Fo/b. vii. 6. 1 Sam. iv. 12. Fon. iii. 6, 
And thus Homer, II. Z. 23. Odiſſ. v. 320. Virglh En. x. 844. 

Thus Laertes and Achilles, 


And ſorrowing ſpread 

A cloud of aſhes on his hoary head. 

His purple garments and his golden hairs, 
Thoſe he deforms in duſt, and theſe he tears. 


Pope. 


a Something ſimilar occurs in the mournful ſilence of the 
captive brethren” by the river Chebar, Exek. iii. ig. And in 
# :ſchylus's repreſentation of Niobe, three days ſucceffively 
_ covered with a vel, penſive and ſilent on the tomb 
of her children. The meaning is, they performed the friendly 
office of a moſt cordial condolence, a agreably y to the uſual 
forms of that age and country: and in the cuſtom'and'thariner 
repreſented here, may we not obſerve a ſtriking portrait of 
ancient ſimplicity ; and being nearer the original of unaffec- 
ted, genuine nature — former friends meet upon a mournful 
occaſion — the firſt ſight renews it — they only look at each 
other — they ſpeak not a word the heart is quite 
the grief too big for utterance. They fit down — the 12. 
tural paſſions mult be left to operate — to ſpend themſelves — 
and of courſe ſubſide a little = before calm reaſon can _ 


„ 


F 
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the ground ſeven nearer approaches quite a- 


days, and ſeven mazed and confounded them: 
nights, and none : 
ſpake a word unto they remained for ſome time 


him: for they ſaw in a profound filence, and full 
that his grief was of conſternation : his com- 
9938 plete miſery was very appa- 
rent, and with what an heavy 
weight it ſat upon his mind. 


CHAF. H. SECT. . 


Job breaks filence, with reflections, if not natural 
and unavoidable. to extreme diſtreſs, yet uſual to 
the ancients, and indeed common to unfortunate 
and miſerable men in all ages and places. He la- 
ments his being born; and throws the utmoſt neg- 
led and contempt upon the time when it happened. 
Inſtead of light, he wiſhes it devoted to gloomy 
darkneſs 3 and rather than the cuſtomary pomp 
and mirth, — to ſolemn, inconſolable ſadneſs and 


mourning, Ver. 1.—13. 
Jon in. 1. Jos iii. 1. 
* 22 fob JOB, conſcious of his own 
We his ſincerity and integrity, and 
yet 


its authority, preſcribe remedies, or give counſel. Memo- 
rials of this ſcene, and the rites and uſages obſerved in it, are 
ſaid to be preſerved, to this day, in the Levant, and other 


| places. Vid. Lev. De Med. p. 181. 


rA difference in the ſtyle and arrangement of the words 


is very abvious, therefore the advocates for the metre or 


verſification of this ſacred book ſuppoſe it to begin here, 
nung pd Schuitens remarks, that this phraſe not only 
expreſſes, di/cour/e, communication, or conveying the thoughts 4 

Twords, 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


yet apprehenſive of the diſad- his mouth, and t cur- 
vantageous light his unhappy #4 his day. 
circumſtances might appear 
in, to thoſe who did not fully 
know him, after this long ſi- 

lence 


ewords, but an unreſerved freedom, and the utmoſi vebemence in 
doing it, And whatever becomes of the learned author's 
criticiſm, it 1s very evident, that in confidence of the juſtneſs 
of his cauſe, and his own integrity, Job's declarations are 
unconſtrained, open, and full of energy. And as to the 
conſiſtency of them with his character for piety and inte- 


grity, and an extraordinary patience, it may be obſerved, 


that all his good qualities and virtues were no more than 
thoſe of a man; neither was he diveſted of human nature, 
which could not but be nature, and ſuſceptible of impreſ- 
ſions from à ſeries of the greateſt calamities. Did not the 
prophets Habaliu and Jeremiah uſe pretty much the ſame 
terms reſpecting their nativity ? The Apoſtle, did he not 
defire to be diſſolued? And one eminently diſtinguiſhed. be- 
yond them all, wiſh the cup might paſs from him, nay add, my 


| God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 


© Beſides, the term uſed is not AN or HH but 27D 
the oppoſite, or direct contrary of which is, JAY ſignify ing 
to do honour to, or to celebrate with pleaſure and feſtivity, a 
method of treating Job's birth-day ; thoſe who are the rea- 
dieſt to blame him will ſcarce reckon ſuitable to his preſent 
circumſtances. The uſe Thuanus made of this chapter is 


worth remarking ; whoſe cuſtom, he ſays, it was to make 


an anniverſary repetition of it on every returning Ste Bar- 


tholomeww day, in abhorrence of the deteſtible perfidy, and 


e.xecrable bloody villany then committed by the Pariſian 


maſlacre. 


Excidat ille dies zvo, ne poſtera-credant 8 
Secala nos certa taceamus, et obruta multa 
Nocte tegi propriæ patiamur crimina gentis. 


Vid. Tbuan. Hit. L. Iii. 


JAN is the future tenſe, therefore, in ſtrictneſs, rendered 

ſhall or will peri/F : but in this place, with the learned gram- 
marian, we muſt ſuppoſe it uſed inſtead of the optative mood, 
which is wanting to the Hebrews, Vid. Glaſs, Philol. Sacr. 


* 


pe. 367. 
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lence begins the converſation : SECT. 4. 

and ſo far from doing honour 

to his day, in open and unaf- 

fected, truly ſpirited and pa- 

thetic ſtrains, pours on it the 

utmoſt neglect and contempt. 

2,and 3. And Job His own honeſt and ftrik- 2, 3, 

ſpake and ſaid, let ing expreſſions were to the 
the day periſh * ſe. M 

wherein I was born, follewing purpole, NIV na- 

and the * night in tivity and procreation were 


which introductory 


Job iii. 1, 


v The cuſtom of obſerving days of nativity appears to have 
been very ancient. A general reaſon for the good man's ſe- 
verity on his own, might be the utter impropriety of all joy- 
ous ſcenes to a perſon in his condition; and ſome add an- 
other, which might create an averſion, raiſe an high diſguſt, 
viz, that Job's children were aſſembled upon one of theſe 
anniverſary occaſions, when they met with ſo tragical a fate, 
Vid. Herod. L. 1. p. 133. Alex. ab Alex. Gen. D. L. ii. C. 22. 
Macroh, i. 16. 

* The night which told is the literal tranſlation, which is 
very improperly rendered, the night in which it was ſaid, if - 
not abſurdly. The word, as it frequently ſignifies, had been 
better interpreted, commanded, ordered, appointed. But it is 
cuſtomary with the Hebrews, and what the Arabs are fond of, 
to uſe this mythological manner of expreſſion, and repreſent 
both dumb creatures as ſpeaking, and even inanimate beings, 
as if they were living cauſes, and conſcious agents. The night 
that told, then, denotes no more in their mode of ſpeech, than 
the night on which it happened. Thus the night conceived, the 
day brought forth, &c. Theſe cannot eaſily be miſtaken, and 
there is excellence and majeſty in them, as there is na- 
ture and beauty in theſe ellipſiss and breaches : literally the 
words run — {et the day periſh — 1 was born on it, — And the 
night it ſaid — that a man-child is conceived. The next verſe 
— That day — let it be darkneſs, &c. This chapter, and many 
other parts of this performance, are worthy the learned 
critic's moſt curious obſervation, both as to the ſtyle and 
idioms, and eſpecially as to the arrangement, order, and con- 
nexion of ſentiments, with the ſtrength and force they ga- 
ther in every progreſſive ſtep, or additional idea. — There is 
—_— in them reſembling a pile of buildings, or piece 

Vor. I. D | 55 
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SECT. 4. introductory to all theſe ! I 

Job it 2, moſt heartily deſpiſe, and wiſh 

3. Oblivion may bury, or per- 
dition ſeize the inauſpicious 
times of both of them. 


4 My real deſire is, that the 
ordinary laws of Providence 


might be revoked on that diſ- 
mal day; and the common 
benefit of light denied it : that 
the great Lord of heaven and 
eternity would diſown, and 
his ſun in yon firmament 
abandon it to entire darkneſs, 
5 And not only mere priva- 
tion, as to the ſun's glorious 
rays, but that ſpecies of dark- 
neſs which is thickeſt, moſt 
gloomy and dreadful as death 


itſelf; I ſhould be pleaſed 


might engroſs and contami- 
nate it: let it be overcaſt with 
brooding fogs of an infec- 
tious air; — made horrible 
g with 


of finiſhed architecture, wherein every part is both perfect in 
itſelf, and adds to the ſymmetry, beauty, and magnificence 
of the whole. It would well the notes too much, to give, 
the naked images, and I have endeavoured to exhibit them 
in the paraphraſe, Were not the following lines borrowed 


from them ? 


Curs'd be the fatal day that gave me birth, 
In clouds of darkneſs let it ſtill be hid, 
And roll no more in the vaſt rounds of time, 


which it was ſaid, 
there is a man-child 
conceived, 


4. Let that day be | 
darkneſs, let not God 
regard it from above, 
neither let the light 
ſhine upon it. 


5. Let darkneſs 
and the ſhadow of 
death ſtain it, let a 
cloud dwell upon it, 
let the darkneſs of 
the day terrify it, 


1 


Silence and ſolitude dwell every where, 


And darkneſs only be the wretch's day, 
All the curtains of the ſky be drawn 


And the ſtars wing, 


ſaid, 
child 
6. As for that 
night, let darkneſs 
ſeize upon it; let it 
ay be ¶ not be joined to the 
God days of the year; 
bove, et it not come into 
light ne number of the 


4 onths - 


7.Solet thatnight 
de ſolitary „let no 
oyful voice come 
herein, 


8. Let them curſe 


ho are ready to 
aiſe up their mourn- 


g. 
rfect in 
ficence 
o give, 
t them 9. Let the ſtars of 


e twilight thereof 
e dark, let it look 
dr light, but have 
one, neither let it 


rrowed 


ie day. 


t that curſe the day, 


e the dawning of 
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with riſing tempeſts, or only Secr. 4. 


remembered as days are of 
publick calamity. 


— — 
Job ili. 5. 


As for that never to be 6 


enough deteſted night, appro- 
priate it entirely to obſcura- 
tion; ſeparate it from all 
other portions of time; eraſe, 
deſtroy, annihilate it from 
having any difference made 
of it in calendars or chroni- 
cles: or ever hereafter being 
reckoned in accounts of re- 
volving months or years. 

By no means let it be con- 
ſidered as a feſtival, and cele- 
brated as an occaſion of en- 
tertainments, diverſions, and 
demonſtrations of joy; but 
of ſolitude, dejectedneſs, and 
melancholy. 

If there be one more ſubtle 
and expert in curſes than o- 
thers, that declares extraordi- 
nary marked out days, or 
preſides over funerals, let him 
raiſe his loudeſt cries againſt, 
or ſpend all his imprecations 
on, this woeful day. | 

And once more, let no part 
of that execrable night, what- 
ever efforts are made for it, 
find the leaſt glimmerings of 


7 


light ſhed upon it: no twi- 


light nor dawn; not a twink- 


ling ſtar, nor the feebleſt ray: 
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Sgr. 4. but from beginning to end, 


— 
Job ui. 9. 


10 


let it be unremitted, total 
darkneſs. 

The reaſon is very obvious, 10. y Becauſe it 
and to me thoroughly con- ſhut not up the 
vincing ; becauſe had the laws doors of my _— 
of generation not taken place, non . 
but ſome way my paſſage into 


life been then obſtructed, and 


effectually prevented, this life 


could not have been doomed 
to be embittered with theſe 
moſt afflictive ſcenes. 

To have died previous to 11. * Why died! 
my pregnant mother's painful = a> e 
delivery, or expired immedi- up he chet = 
ately afterwards, and early 1 came out of the 
eſcaped from life, its feeble belly ? 
lamp being extinguiſhed as 
ſoon as lighted ; how much 
preferable ! how greatly de- 


firable 


The following ingenious lines may be quoted as ſimilar. 


The dead are only happy and the dying, 
Ihe dead are ſtill, and laſting ſlumbers hold them. 
Death ends our woes, * 


And the kind grave ſhuts up the mournful ſcene, 
For a parallel place of ſcripture ſee Jer. xx. 14, 15, 16, 


Z It has already been obſerved, what beauty and dignity 
the ſentiments in this work derive from their order — po- 
ſition: the ſtructure and œconomy of the words likewiſe 

ives them the utmoſt energy and ſublimity: why, ſays 
2 did not the womb exclude ſo unhappy a perſon, or 
ſhut me up and confine me ? He proceeds — why had 1 
life? Or wherefore did I retain it when given? To what end 


any means uſed to preſerve it ? c. 


ied I 
mb? 

give 
when 
the 


milar. 


6. 


ignity 
d po- 
cewiſe 
, ſays 
on, or 
had 1 
at end 
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ſirable in compariſon with Szer. 4. 
what has been allotted me Jeb H 
12. Why did the Moreover, when I had) ih 


knees prevent me ? f : . 
os ads the dreads breathed vital air, and juſt 


looked on the world, a releaſe 

8 might have eaſily happened 
to my weak and helpleſs in- 
fancy; had it not been for 
the unaſked care, and over 
officious, really barbarous 
pains of relatives and nurſes. 
To what purpoſe their ſo 
welcome reception, ready ob- 
ſervance, and conſtant ſuſte- 
nance, all to rear, train, or 
ripen a moſt unhappy man, 
to full maturity ? 


e 
Job aſſigns his reaſons why he moſt ſincerely wiſhed 


never to have entered upon this mortal being, or 
betimes have quitted it. He enlarges very ele- 
gantly and emphatically, on the comparative ad- 
vantages of death and the grave: concluding with 
ſome farther intimations of his own ſufferings. 
Ver. 13, to the end. 


„Le Wh 2. Jos ii. 13. 
3 O W welcome any 0! . 
and of the gates of mor 
3 lity 90 2-1Ss 


There is a remarkable beautiful climax or gradatior 
the form and contexture of the words —1 ſnould have la! 
e Wt 
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SECT 5. ity to have been opened to — ous 1 
| : ave EDT 3 
Job Ig, the peaceful 1 harbour, — had 1 Ts. at 
where all the agitations, and ref. 
mountainous, raging billows, 
of anxious care, throbbing 
pain, and rending grief ſhould 
have ſubſided 3 and an entire 
relaxation, undreaming, ſweet 
repoſe; uninterrupted, perfect 
tranquility, and everlaſting 
reſt enſued, 
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down — had nothing to diſturb me in that poſture — have 
gone to fleep — and to all purpoſes truly reſted. 

The following elegant lines repreſent the promiſcuous, 
mixed ſtate of all mortal remains. | 
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Can pomp and pride make diff'rence in our duſt ! 

Go caſt a curious look on Helen's tomb ; 

Do roſes flouriſh there, or myrtles bloom 

The mighty Alexander's grave ſurvey ; 

See 1s there aught uncommon in the clay ! 
- Shines the earth brighter round it, to declare 
The glorious robber of the world lies here ? 
What, Egypt, do thy pyramids compriſe ! 
What greatneſs in the high rais'd folly lies ! 
The lines of Ninus this poor comfort brings, 
We ſee their duſt, and traffick for their kings, 


Dam b Aaificant deſolatas fibi vaſtitates. Some 


reckon this alludes to repairing or rebuilding what the 
depredations of time, or ravages of war had deſtroyed. 
Others, erecting in uninhabited defarts, ſepulchral monu- 
ments, mauſoleums, or pyramids >» which was commonly 
done, and moſt probably is the meaning : indeed the words 
might bear another ſents, and contain an excellent moral — 
they lay foundations — but it is in duſt, — They raiſe 
pompous edifices — but they will ſhortly fall into ruins and 
deſolation. Such is the fatality attending all human affairs, 
and fo impoſſible any ſolid ground of durable, everlaſting 
memorials, bat in wiſdom and virtue. 25 


U 
1 
1 
4 


have 


uous, 


Some 
t the 
Dyed, 
10NU- 
10nly 
vords 
al — 
raiſe 
and 
Tairs, 


ſting 


14. With kings 
and counſellors of 
the earth, which 
built deſolate places 
for themſelves : 


15. Or d with 
princes that had 
gold, who filled their 
houſes with ſilver : 
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Where there is no further Szcr. 5. 
— — 


Job ü. 14. 


diſtinction, no room for envy 
and civil jealouſy, for the en- 
chantick magick of ſecular 
power, the viſionary, fond 
conceits of earthly greatneſs; 
but my lot would have been 
common with that of illuſ- 
trious potentates and able po- 
liticians, the founders of ſtates 
and rulers of kingdoms: be- 
twixt whoſe depoſited poor 
remains and mine there would 
have been no material differ- 
ence, notwithſtanding their la- 
borious, ſplendid proviſions, 
of monuments in deſart places; 
of magnificent towers, or the 
ſtrongeſt pyramids; all, alas! 
periſnable memorials, and 
weak defences, to perpetuate 
dying fame, or guard againſt 
the univerſal depredations of 
all- devouring time. | 

As the unwearied toils 
of a mighty, boundleſs am- 
bition ; ſo the reſtleſs, tor- 
turing care of an inſatiable, 
ſordid avarice ; here they all 


end: the higheſt employ ments 


are reſigned, and exhauſtleſs 
D 4 treaſures 


Pineda, Pocock, and others, have obſerved on the rich 
furniture, precious jewels, and vaſt quantities of gold and 
ſilver, which it was cuſtomary to depoſite with their remains 
in the magnificent ſepulchres of the Arabs, Vid. Pinid. in 


Loc, and Pocock in Not. ad Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 164. 
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40 A PARATHRNASE on the 


Sect. g. treaſures laviſhed out upon, 

or laid in their magnificent 

— 5* ſepulchres, utterly inſignifi- 

cant : I ſhould know no more 

poverty, nor any leſs, than 

thoſe who once called mines 

their own, or whoſe tombs 

are filled with immenſe riches, 

16 As to any bodily pain or 16. Or as an hid- 

leaſure, and the leaſt ſecular den untimely birth 

— or fear, no one man eee 50 

more than another, is diſtin- ſaw light. N 
guiſhable from the injured 
outcaſt abortive, or the un- 

finiſhed falſe conception. | 
17 Here is moreover a ceſla- 17. 4 There the 


tion, and ſovereign relief, as Wicked ceaſe from 
to troubling ; 


2 his ſeems to connect beſt, and moſt naturally to follow 
the 116 verſe, and probably was miſplaced by ſome negli- 
gent or faulty tranſcriber. 

4 Two different ſenſes are given in the paraphraſe, taking 
in both the literal meaning, and our tranſlation : though, 
with Schultens, I am ready to think the proper interpretation 
is, thoſe agitated with violent diſorders, or toſſed upon the 
ocean of a life full of calamities — are now wholly exempt 
from them : and thoſe whoſe ſpirits were jaded and quite 
exhauſted, with a toilſome weary march, at their journeys 
end. The diſtemper he reckons like that very ſingular one 

hyficians ſtyle, choria /andi witi, or one the elephant is 
— ſeized with. 

The lines quoted below ſeem to be ſimilar, and cannot but 

entertain the ingenious reader. . 


Death we ſho'd prize as the beſt gift of nature, 
As a ſafe inn where weary travellers, 
When they have journey'd through a world of cares, 
May put off life, and be at reſt forever. 
No wars, no wrongs, no tyrants, no deſpair, 


Diſturb the quiet 


Death 


1 hid- 
birth 
3; as 
never 


e the 
from 


ling ; 


follow 
negli - 


taking 
1ough, 
tation 
In the 
xempt 
| quite 
rney's 


ar one 


ant is 


ot but 
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troubling: and there 
the weary be at reſt, 


18. There the 
priſoners reſt toge- 
ther, they hear not 
the voice of the op- 
preſſor. 


to various evils : the fierceſt Szcr. 5. 
pains, the heavieſt calamities, Io f/. 
and the moſt ungoverned, dit- 3 
tracting paſſions: the troublers 


of mankind forbear their vio- 


lence, the oppreſſed lay down 
their burdens, and the weary 
traveller ſinks down to reſt. 

It is, as redemption and 18 
liberty to captives in war, or 
the victims of ſtern juſtice : 
no longer are they held in 


lonely durance, loaded with 
irons, at the capricious will of 
exacting keepers, nor terrified 
with the inſulting menaces of 
proud oppreſſors. 

Difference 


Death is the priviledge of human nature, 
And life without it were not- worth our taking. 
Thither the poor, the pris' ner, and the mourner, 
Fly for relief, and lay their burdens down. 

The glaſs is almoſt run, the ſcene-is ſhort, 
Preſenting but one object to my view; 
O eloquent, O juſt, O mighty death ! 
Who ſhall recount the wonders of thy hand ? 
Whom none can counſel thou haſt well advis'd, 
And whiſper'd wiſdom to the deafeſt ear, 
Whom all have trembled at thy might has dar'd, 
Whom all have flatter'd thou alone haſt ſcorn'd, 
And ſwept poor deify'd mortality | 
With common aſhes to an humble grave. 

Death joins us to the great majority, 
"Tis to be born to Plato's and to Cz/ar's, 
Tis to be great forever; 
Tis pleaſure, tis ambition then to die. 


0 By priſoners ſeems meant, captives taken in auar, or perſons 
on ſome account ſubjected to the confinement and miſeries 
of a priſon or tower, from DN, to bind with cords and chains, 


42 A PaRAPHRASE en the | 

Scr. 5. Difference there is none in 109. The ſmall and 

—— the grave, of birth or for- r — 

* m. 19. tune, rank or character; the 3 omg 3 
moſt exalted, and the mean- : 
eſt, are in equal circumſtan- 
ces; neither do any command 
or obey; exerciſe dominion 
or pay ſubjection: even the | 
loweſt ſlave has his manumiſ- 3 
fion and full diſcharge. . 

20 In the juſteſt eſtimate of 20. Wherefore is i 
death and its  priviledges, 1 N . 3 
what reaſon can be given why fife unto the bitter in 2 
It is denied ; and a moſt mi- foul. F 
ſerable life prolonged, to thoſe 5 
who ſpend it only in com- 4 
plaints, and melancholy bitter I 
reflections. - 
21 Thoughuſually ſotoothers, 21. Which long | 


dying is no matter of concern 
or terror to them; they truly 
deſire, and expect impatiently, 
that dear mortality, which 
ſhuns, which flies them. Ne- 
ver were the richeſt freſh 
mine, or concealed immenſe 
wealth, more the object of 
the greedy worldling's covet- 
ous wiſhes, and molt diligent 
reſearches, to obtain and ſe- 
cure them. | 
In 


for death, but it 
cometh not, and dig 
for it more than for 
hid treaſure, 


NN It). Something very emphatical in the expreſſion. 
Ii ipſe: id eft idem: ibidem : eodem gradu habitus. They are 


all one and the ſame : in all reſpets alike : there is not the leaſt 
| difference made among the whole afſembly. 
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22. Which rejoice In the neareſt 2 of Ster. 5. 
3 — 2 this ſovereign refuge of an Job ies. 
ad when they | | 22. 
ind the grave. open grave, they would be 
highly delighted, leap tor joy, 
and exult in raptures and tri- 
umph. . 
23. Thy is light Conſider their grounds and 23 
gi ven to a man whoſe reaſons, and there is nothing 
way is hid, and fy bl 
whom God hath ſtrange, unaccountable, or un- 
hedged in. reaſonable, in ſuch longing de- 


nd 
nd 


rec 


is . 
hs ſires : for there is no other vi- 
id ſible expedient of relief, nor 
in end of miſery, The mazes 
and labyrinths they are in- 
volved in ſeem abſolutely in- 
extricable : and inexpreſſible 
difficulties and perplexities, as 
the ſtrongeſt fences, ſo envi- 
5 ron them, that it is impoſſible 
8 otherwiſe to break through, 


or find a way to eſcape. 
24. For my ſigh- Never can theſe calamitous 24 
ing cometh before I circumſtances be more pro- 
cat, perly 


Jy 


s It may be obſerved, that a different interpretation is 
given of this verſe — which runs thus — let light be beſtowed, 
or days prolonged, to a man enjoying proſperity, and under 
a divine protection: probably owing to the laſt clauſe, which 
in other places denotes ſo much : the connexion and ſenſe 
will not, that I ſee, be much altered, ſhould this be allowed : 
but I prefer the former rendering, as more directly of a piece 
with the entire context. | 

© I cannot but congratulate the worthy Mr. Peters's happy 
| family, if he has one, when I read in his excellent diſſertation 
— * Why ſhould 7ob's grief and ſighs recur at his meals 
] *« particularly, but becauſe theſe would naturally put him in 
mind of his ſons and daughters being met je at 

| their 
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A PARAPRHRASE on the 


SECT. 5. perly applied, than to my eat, and my roarings 


oon compleatly diſtreſſed caſe, de Poured out like 


Job iii. 24. 


25 


moſt a ſufferer, and what I was 


26 


the waters. 


What do I truly live upon 
but mournful ſighs? Or 
what drink down = largeſt 
draughtsof but the moſt bitter 
lamentations ? Not more na- 
tural is it for hungry lions to 
howl, and impetuous torrents 
to rage and roar, than it is 
habicual to my troubled breaſt 
to ſend forth groans and cries. 
How ſhould it be expected 
to be otherwiſe, for is thoſ his s — 
ſecular inſtances I held moſt ed is come upon me, 


. - and that whic 
important of the kind, I am _ pe ge — 
truly apprehenſive for is di- 1 | 
rectly ſtruck at, eſpecially laid 
waſte. | 
The train of evils was, 26. iI was notin 
moreover, ſo ſucceſſive and fafety ; neither had I 
uninter- * 


1. 


4 their banquets, when the houſe fell upon them and deſ- 
* troyed them.” I am inclined to fall in with another of 
his very natural and reaſonable ſuppoſitions, that the greateſt 
of Job's fears was for his children: eſpecially, for the text in 
other places leaves us no room to doubt it, this tender pa- 
rent was in continual ſolicitude, leſt any impiety might have 
been committed by them in their more unguarded hours, that 
might provoke the Deity to puniſh them. Whether this 
was the real fear, and whether they did become guilty and 
ſuffer, is no where clearly and expreſsly told us. See Pet. 
Crit. Dif. 4to. p. 55, 58. As to Job's viſiters's ſurmiſes on 
this head, they might have no better foundation than thoſe 
reſpecting his own perſon, which we are aſſured had no 
ground at all. 5 
i The Chaldee Paraphraſt interprets this, reading it interro- 
gatively — that ob could eaſily have ſuppreſſed his grief on 
| account 
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reſt ; neither was I uninterrupted, and the miſe- Szer. 5. 

quiet ; yet trouble ries ſo increaſed, and crouded cps, 

_ upon one aaother at the ſame J .. 
time, that they raiſed my 
alarms, debarred me of all 
means or power to guard 
againſt them. I ſhould have 
readily ſubmitted to the or- 
dinary incidents of a variable 
chequered ſtate z but in the 
ſmalleſt compaſs of time, and 
without being forewarned, I 
was all on a ſudden, reduced 
to this deplorable, moſt mi- 
ſerable condition. 


account of the loſs of his cattle ; nor did the other pieces of 
bad news much diſturb his reſt or quiet, till it was told him 
of the death of his children, and then trouble came upon him 


indeed. | 
The indulgent parent will not be diſpleaſed with the fol- 
lowing pathetic lines. 
— Our children 


Bind me to life, O dear, O dangerous paſſions ! 
'The valiant in himſelf what can he ſuffer ? 

Or what does he regard his ſingle woes? 

But when, alas ! he multiplies Kimſelf 

To dearer ſelves, to the lov'd tender fair, 

To thoſe whoſe bliſs, whoſe being hang upon him, 
To helpleſs children ! Then, O then ! he feels 
The point of miſery feſt'ring in his heart, 

And weakly weeps his fortune like a coward. 


The ancient form of ſalutation among the Arabs, expreſſes 
how much they gloried in a male poſterity. Fcelix agas, 
mareſque parias, non femellas. Vid. Schult. in Loc. 


CHAP. 


SECT. 6. 
— 


Job iv. 1, 
2. 


A PARAPHRASE 0# the 


CHAS 3. Seer. VI. 


Eliphaz tbe Temanite, the eldeſt of Job's friendly 
viſiters, anſwers. He intimates the difficulty of 
adviſing in ſuch unhappy caſes ; and yet the neceſ- 
ſity of doing it, and that with the utmoſt freedom. 
He reminds him of the counſel he had adminiſtred 
to others ; and withal, bom poor a proficient he 
ſeemed to be, in the practical uſe of his own ex- 

cellent inſtruttions. He expreſſes ſtrong ſuſpicions, 

. that the ſecret cauſe of Job's miſery was his ini- 


quity, Ver. 1—12; 


Jos iv. 1, 2. 


EL HA the Temanite, 


* aperſon of eminence, years, 
and large experience, remarks, 
on Job's aflidtions and com- 
plaints, to the following pur- 
poſe. Can you ſubmit theſe 
affairs to an open and friendly 
diſquiſition? Or will you at- 
tend impartially, and take 


| Kindly that which is proper 


in your caſe, and intended for 
your benefit? From what has 
appeared, I queſtion whether 
the ſofteſt hints would be re- 
ceived with temper and pa- 

tience, 


Jen . 1, 2. 

* T: HEN Eli- 

phaꝝ the Te- 
manite anſwered and 
ſaid, if we aſſay to 
commune with thee, 
wilt thou be grieved ? 
But who can with- 


hold himſelf from 


ſpeaking? 


k Eliphaæ introduces his diſcourſe with a peculiar decorum 
of modeſty and candour ; as if he would make great allow- 
ances for the delicacy and impatience of Job's mind, from 
the diſorder of his body ; but the handſome addreſs is ſoon 
ended, and the ſequel bears ſtrong marks of the contrary, 


Book of Jon. 


tience, and yet inſtruction and Ster. 6. 
— > 
Job 


ſharp reproof are, in my opi- 

nion, indiſpenſably neceſſary. 

3- Behold, thuu I muſt freely remind you 
haſt | inſtructed ma- of the wiſe lectures you have 


ny, and thou haſt . Y 
ſtrengthned the weak read, and admirable rules pre 


* {ſcribed to multitudes in afflic- 
| tion; few more able, or more 
ready at accomodating diſ- 
courſe to all the various ſpe- 
cies of adverſity ; and direct- 
ing, as occaſion required, to 
a prudent and ſelf. deny ing 
virtue, or animating with a 
noble ardour and magnani- 
mity. 8 
4. Thy words have The conſequence has prov- 


mn upholden him that 
was falling, and thou ed, how ſucceſsfully you have 


haſt ſtrengchned the done this in caſes peculiarly 
feeble knees, | per plexed and difficult, and 
| to perſons in extreme danger; 

what 


In the original theſe expreſſions have a peculiar beauty and 
elegance ; and Rhenferd, quoted by Schultens, ſuppoſes them 
borrowed from military diſcipline, or agoniſtic exerciſes, 
Inſtructed others, trained, exerciſed, formed, diſciplined them for 
ſervice. — Strengthned the weak hands, braced, confirmed, made 
active and wiporous to wield their weapons z never be diſarmed, 
or defpoiled vo their ſhield and buckler; nor, through timidity, 
drop them. | 

m The alluſion ſeems preſerved, and the different poſitions, 
motions, or geſtures of the body, in time of action deſcribed. 
Stooping to evade the meditated ſtrokes of a formidable arm 
— recovering, raiſing up the body, and returning them, or 
renewing the attack, c. The meaning is not unlike that, 
which, in infinite abuſe, was expreſſed concerning the beſt 
of mankind, St. Mark xv. 31. — He ſaved others; himſelf he 
cannot ſave. 3 


2. 


3 


_ reverence o 


A PaRAPRHR ASE on the 


ser. 6. what ſteadineſs, vigour, and 
. ,—— conſtancy, a word ſpoken in 
"+ ſeaſon has produced 


But how different is your 5. But now it is 
own conduct, from what you come upon thee, and 
uſed to diftate ! indeed, how — 3 
devious from all wiſdom and = OT nn 
ſober counſel ! for now it falls 
to your own heavy lot to be 
exerciſed, and your are quite 
diſpirited ; very plainly give 
way to impatience, and all the 
weakeſt paſſions. | | ; 

Are you not thus dejected _ 6. Is not 2his thy 
andaſtoniſhed,ſuffering much, fear, thy confidence, 

and oy 


a There are different renderings of this verſe, which ought 
to be taken notice of, though 1 have followed that of the 
learned and judicious Peters, as beſt conneQting, and moſt 
conformable to the deſign of the whole paſlage, er 
tranſlated confidence, often ſignifying folly, he interprets — 
Is not thy fear thy folly ? Thy hope, and the integrity of thy 
ways ? That is, does not thy fear proceed from ſome folly 
or wickedneſs thou haſt been guilty of ? Or if thou art inno- 
cent, ought not thy hope to keep pace with thine integrity ? 
For remember, &c. The vau there, or conjunctive particle and, 
as he obſerves, being miſplaced, and naturally to come be- 
fore ti wathca, thy hope ; but there are ſeveral examples 
where the vau is poſtponed, and that with elegance. 

The learned profeſſor Chaplow underſtands by jiratheca, 
not dread and terror, but religious fear, and if the former had 
been meant, ſays, we ſhould have read pachadeca, the word 
that Job himſelf uſes to expreſs his great fear, chap. iii. 25. 
jirah being generally applied when religious fear, or awful 

f God is intended. The verbal criticiſm is not 
without ſome foundation, and yet not ſufficient for his pur- 


| poſe: for pachad ſometimes ſignifies fearful. apprehenſion of 
danger, which keepeth the mind in religious reverence, and 


even the ſupreme object of this awful veneration, — Gen, 
| xxxi. 
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thy hope, and the and apprehenſive of more, and SECT. 6. 
uprightneſs of thy greater miſery, from the impi- f 
ways ? yo Job iv. 5. 
ety and iniquity which you are 
n conſcious that you have com · 
| 1 mitted? And, on the other 
; hand, might you not, upon 
ſolid ground, have hoped for 
peace and ſafety, or ſuccour 
and relief, if you had ſincerely 
practiſed that piety and virtue 
you pretend to ? 
7. Remember, I Recollect your own obſer- ; 
pray thee, who pe. vations, and ſearch antient 
| * ſtory z 


w 


XXXi. 42. Fob xxv. 2. And jirah, very commonly, to be afraid, 
timorous from ſome apprehenſion of danger or miſchief, Ger. 
xix. 30. Deut. xx. 8, Sat, vii. 8. viii. 20. The ſenſe he puts 
upon the words is — Was not this fear thy confidence ? Was 
it not the foundation of a great degree of ſelf-ſufficiency — 
extreme vanity and fo/ly ? And that ftrong preſumptive hope 
— did it not proceed from a ſelf-conſciouſneſs of thy own 
integrity ? Did not the wprightne/s of thy ways poſſeſs thy 

mind to ſuch a degree, as to think that thou wert one of the 
choice favourites of the Almighty, &c. 

Does not what follows ſeem nearer the mark, viz. interpret- 
ing the words as if he had ſaid — Where is your fear — confi- 
dence, hope, and uprightnejs of ways, or integrity of life and man- 
ners — they are all reduced to nothing : and they certainly 
never were any thing but mere pretence, and downright hy- 
pocriſy ; otherwiſe you had either not ſuffered at all, or 
Rood the teſt of theſe ſufferings without murmuring com- 
plaints, or horrid deſpair. The ſenſe is not greatly altered, 
which ever meaning is approved of, but I have expreſſed in 
the paraphraſe what I apprehend is the juſt interpretation. 

The force and beauty of the particles is not always pre- 
ſerved by interpreters — NN 925 251 hic, quis i/le ? that is, | 
inſtance in a ſingle perſon, produce me one individual fact, > 
of extraordinary calamities, ſuch as bear undeniable marks 
that they are divine judgments — as ſudden and irretrievable 
deſtruction by thunder and lightning, ſtorms and tempeſts, 
befalling a pious and upright perſon, If Elias, as has 

Vor. I. * E bean 
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Sect. 6. 


— — 


Job iv. 7. 


A PAR APHRASE on the 


ſtory; you will not be able, from 
both, to produce an inſtance, 


or ſhew a ſingle fact, where a 


man of virtuous character, 
and diſtinguiſhed integrity, as 
you report yourſelf to be, has 
been marked out by extraordi - 
nary calamities, and abandon- 
ed to hopeleſs wretchedneſs. 
In all the examples that 
ever J have met with, the 


judgment and vengeance was 


not more dreadful and exter- 
minating, than the previous 
iniquity had been flagrant and 
remorſeleſs: ſudden and ir- 
retrievable deſtruction was al- 
ways preceded by the height 
of impiety and immorality. 

They are firſt ripe for indig- 
nation, and veſſels of wrath, 
fitted, by their enormities, for 
deſtruction: then their herb- 


age, corn, or fruit; their cat- 


tle, 


riſned being inno- 
cent? Or where were 
the righteous cut oft ? 


8,PEven as I have 
ſeen, they that plow 
— and fow 
wickedneſs, reap the 
lame, 


9. By the a blaſt of 


God they periſh, and 


by the breath of his 
noſtrils are they con- 
ſumed, 


* 


Yorn ſuppoſed, be here referring to the terrible perdition of 
Job's children, unleſs he had inconteſtible evidence, the 
calumny muſt be allowed one of the vileſt, as the ſarcaſm — 
the keeneſt that malice could invent or dictate. | 

: Þ Peters thinks Elipbax is here again artfully touching upon 
the ſame tender point which Bildad expreſsly declares '— 
chap. viii. 4. namely, that Job's children actually ſuffered for 
their impieties and tranſgreſſions: and towards the concluſion 
of his ſpeech he * him, as an encouragement to re- 
ꝓentance, amongſt other bleſſings, that of a numerous off - 


ſpring, as one of the greateſt. 


1 
1721 


4A metaphor expreſſive of- heavy ae vicdens tempeſt, 


or overwhelming, hurricanes, the ſad effects whereof! were 


 ofrequently experienced in the Arabian deſarts, 


? - 7 
LD + ww 


f 


10, and 11. The 
roaring of the * lion, 
| and the voice of the 
fierce lion, and the 
teeth of the young 
lion are broken. The 
old lion periſheth for 
lack of prey, and the 
ſtout lions whelps are 


ſcattered abroad. 


- 


i 8 9 *% 
w © . 


* 
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Boot of Jap.” 
tle, houſes, and even them- Ss. 6. 


ſelves and offspring, become . 
-: ſpeedy victims to the ſhock of is 


thunder, the blaze of light- 
ning, or the utter devaſtation 


of ruſhing winds or ſweeping 
tempeſts. 8 
The wretches, to render 10, 11: 


them deſerving of ſuch mi- 
{ery ; and otherwiſe it had ne- 


ver been inflicted, muſt have 


long rioted in tyrannical op- 
preſſion, and mercileſs rapine 
and extortion : wild beaſts are 
proper emblems of them: par- 
ticularly lions of both ſexes, at 


ſeveral ages, do' truly repre- 


ſent them, in the grievous de- 
predations they practiſe on the 


foreſt : and likewiſe in the due 
chaſtiſement given to their 


pride, and violence from diſ- 
aſters and maladies — pining 
hunger and fatal ſnares, the 
cry of hunters, and decrepit 


age. 


Whatever defects in other matters the original language 
is complained of as labouring under, the lion is not an in- 
ſtance thereof; neither did it want names for diſtinguiſhing | 
the ſexes, ages, or qualities, 
| beaſt, The ſimile ſeems deſigned to take in both father and 

Children, with all the evil implacable diſpoſitions, and wicked 
inhuman practices, they could well be ſuppoſed chargeable 


of this lordly and ravaging wild , 
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8E C r. vn. 


To confirm his reflectious, or give them the greater 
moment and ſolemnity, Eliphaz produces the awful 
authority of an extraordinary viſion, or divine 
revelation. He introduces this with very ire. 
mendous circumſtances, and concludes it with im- 
portant inſtruftion. This reſpects the unrivaled 


greatneſs of the infinite being, and the comparative 


imperfection both of men and angels. He appeals 

to the judgment of all impartial wiſe men, as per- 

 fefily agreeing with his opinion, and eſtabliſhing 
| _ the main point — that entire wretchedneſs ever 
| | preſuppoſes the moſt atrocious offences. 


e 
| SecT. 7. 1 prove the argu t N was — 


Job iv. 12. J have been favoured, in a mine ear received a 
very unuſual manner, with a little thereof, 
ſpecial intimation, that plainly 
reſpects, or may properly be 
applied to it; and muſt give 

_ ample ſatisfaction, to every 
fair enquirer. What J am 
now ſuggeſting, did not pro- 


ceed from my on reſrarchees 
or obſervations, nor does it | 
| reſt 
| 1D Paululum, Schultaljy from the Arabic interprets, truth 


the maſt precious and inva from its ordinary ſignification 
in that language, of a neck/ace, or {rig of pearls or jewels, 
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reſt upon authority merely Sor. 7. 


human: the important ſecret ——- 
Job iv. 12. 


was, little by little, imparted 

from a much ſuperior intel 

ligence. 

13. In thoughts 
from the viſions of 


henſion, or expectation of an 
incident fo alarming and ex- 
traordinary : all action had 
ceaſed, and every kind of 
found was huſhed into dead 
filence : the labourer's weary 
limbs were at reſt, and his 
ſenſes locked up in a profound 
repoſe : then my mind felt a 
ſtrange perplexity and agita- 
tion, impreſſions more than 
natural, an impulſe that I 
could give no account of. 

The conſternation ſoon en- 
creaſed to the higheſt degree 
of horror and aſtoniſnment; 
to the enervating quite of 
nature, and throwing the 
whole frame into one general 
tremor. 


ſleep falleth on men. 


14. * Fear came 
upon me, and tremb- 
lmg; which made all 
my bones to ſhake, 


When 


' EY PV. Scbultens interprets derp thought, or ſuch as lay 
hold upon, and engage the whole heart ; and diſturbed ones, 
— by ſome extraordinary motion greatly harraſs and op- 
preſs it, "2 

a It is literally, fear ca/led to me, and trembling, &c. by a 
Rrong figure of ſpeech the paſſions are made to ſpeak, as in- 
animate and irrational things frequently occur in ancient au- 
thors, as uttering words, and drawing concluſions, | 


This happened at an hour, z 
when I could have no appre- 


14 
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A ParaPHRASE on the 


When an actual ſpirit ap. 
peared, I had a diſtin view 
of it, paſſing and re- paſſing, 


1 


very hair ſtood u — ig 

- The, unknown 8 
or intelligence, made a ſtand; 
but J can determine nothing 


of its ſhape or form: celeſtial 


and rehned it was, above any 
earthly ſimilitude or reſem- 


156. It flood ſtill, 
but I could not diſ- 
ceru the form there- 


15. Then a * ſpi- 
rit paſſed before my 
face, the hair of my 
fleſh ſtood up. 


of; an 7 image was 
before mine eyes, 
there was filence, 
and I heard a voice, 


moſt ſoft, mild cadence, I 
heard the following articulate 
and im * 3 


Nel any one 4 to "underſtand by ſpirit, as the * 
the ſenſe may admit of that interpretation: and it is obſerv- 


blance to deſcribe it by: how- 
ever, I was too ſenſibiy affec- 
ted, to doubt, or ever forget 
the reality; and that, in a 


ſaying, 


1 - Whatever 


1 * * 
1 


often ſignifies; a wind, or fierce blaſt of that ruſhing element”; 
able in favour f it, that the rg or eic oc, appears in the 


next verſe. 
here is ſomething of fingular beauty and ſimplicity 
in the painting and ſtructure of this whole paſſage : neither 
can this performance in general, well be read without ob- 
ſerving, that a ſubject once entered upon, is ſeldom diſmiſſed 
before the images have grown to their utmoſt ſtrength, and it 
have been exhauſted, enriched, and adorned with all proper 
natural circumſtances. Thus, when Job curſes his day, he 
never leaves fight of that day, till he has rolled it back into 
its original chaos, and thickeſt darkneſs, whence all things 
emerged. By image here, Schultens underſtands the numen, 
eich oc, or Deity himſelf; for whoſe grand appearance, after 
ſuitably preparing his reader, he, as it were, ſet the ſublime 
idea before his eyes in the utmoſt magnificence, | 


* ſpi. | 


re my 
of my 


| ſtill, 
t diſ. 
here; 
2 Ways 
eyes, 
ence, 
'oice, 


Boat of, Jo. 


1 17. Shall 2 mortal 


man be more juſt 


than God ? Shall a 
man be a more pure 
than his Maker ? 


' 
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Whatever claims limited Szcr. 7. 


erring mortals have, or what- 
ever compariſons. they draw, 
with reſpect to one another; 
yet on the part of the match- 


leſs Creator, in the preſence 


of an adorable Deity, and 
regarding all his diſpenſa- 


tions, they have no more 


right to complain, than they 
have meaſures and ballances 
to try them by: from the leaſt 
to the greateſt of them, they 
cannot pretend they are inno- 
cently afflicted; nor, in the 
judgment of his glorious tri - 
bunal, do not deſerve heavier, 
puniſhments than the moſt 


diſtreſſed of them ever en- 


BB 


EA 2x37 Not, 


Enaſb and gaber are promiſcuouſly uſed in ſcripture ; bpt 


here there ſeems to be a difference; and, as in ſome other, 
places, one to denote” inferior, the other more diſtinguiſhtd 
i a 15 | 8 1 * 


men. Br | 


. The ſame. learned critic thinks HN here put for $15 de- 
notes:the-ſame with „J) h, therefore inſtead of more it ſhould" 
be rendered before, or in the preſence of, in which J agree with 
him; as likewiſe that complaint againſt is rather meant than 
compariſon with the juſtice and purity of the all- perfect Being; 
which could hardly enter into the thoughts of the moſt pre- 
ſumptuous of created natures, But might they not be tempted 
to imagine their ſufferings were more ſevere than they had 
deſerved ? Moreover, he and ſome others reckon Eliphax * 
abuſed,.and dealt hypocritically and diſhoneſtly in the a 
cation of his viſion or oracle, to colour over, and more 
nuouſly urge his finiſter thoughts of his aMiRed friend, © 


R. 


— we 
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SECT. 7. | 
A ad 


Job Iv. 18; 


A Pakaberiase on the 
Not only fallible man in his 18. b Behold" he 
higheſt perfection, but beings E. no truſt in hl 


of a more excellent order es ch 1710 


exiſt not neceſſarily; are not folly ; 
objects of an abſolute and en» 
tire dependance—nor without 
their. deſectibility and liable - 
neſs to precipitancy: before 
his throne of dazzling ſplen- 
dour, his miniſters and winged 
envoys veil, ſhade their dimi- 
nutive borrowed luſtre, and 
confeſs their infinite diſtance : 
none of them wiſh for a fe- 
yerer eye and exact ſcrutiny ; 
and ſome have ſwerved, are 
degraded, and condemned to 
eyerlaſting pyniſhments, 
How arrogant and over- 19. How much 
weening muſt be any extraor- leſs in them that 


dinary pretences to wiſdom dell in © — 
7 "00 EY 


There a aiferent interpretations. of this:yerla and 
ud have refered it to the angels who loſt their firſt eſtate ; 
which, in my opinion, would tarniſh the beauty, if not ſpoil 
the: ſenſe. of the whole paſſage. It muſt be expreſſed of the 
holy and — ma — Fa have — in themſelves the 
amen, as the word tranſlate is in the original, 
rity and unchanggable reigude, nor bath be put 1 moſt 
ren ths them, " 4 is literally, FIN. bs, ple, glory, 
of incommunicah in- 
oi — are not — * — and 
impenfeclion A1 with him who is above alt, and 


jn. ail, 
C 
bodies, a end frail, eaſily undermined or overturned 
pbnoxiqus ig yongmbered „ ot i 
ution : 


A. 


— 
LE 


=". 


— 


clay, whoſe founda- 
tion is in the duſt, 
which are craſhed 
before the moth, 


20. They are de- 
ſtroyed from morn- 
ing to evening, they 
periſh © without any 
regarding it, 


21. Doth not their 
oxeellency which is 
in them go away ? 
They die, © even 
without wiſdom, 


* # * 
a 
n ED; ? 4 20 92 
. 11 14 7 
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Anden: : ny this n 
ſablime and beautiful 
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duſneſs in Wend Sucr. 7 = 
mankind : their organization 


or tighte 


and contexture is indeed cu- 
rious and wonderful, but its 
ground and unſtable founda- 
tion only earth and duſt : ſub- 


and caſily reducible to its ori- 
gina! principles. 

Tren various cauſes and 
unfoteſeen accidents, in an un- 
interrupted quick ſucceſſion, 
manſtind unavoidably and ve- 

ry juſtiy ſubmit to mortality: 
bhp on their own accord, and 
without any viſlble external 
cauſe co- operating, as if they 
contained the feeds” of diſſo- 
lution, by inſenſible degrees 
they waſte and die. 

It makes no difference what 
perfections of 'body or mind 
they have prided themſetves 
in; or where they have placed 
their ſecurity, all is extirpated 


| my | REY ended; . and this 
. * 5 5 * 


15 0 


601 of mir tabernacle were R ed, & 


er 'monality, 


! As Ge 
— a 2D. 4 on their own accord, 


rn mrs their 


fate 


ſeems to be, there is nothing durable or ſtedfaft in them — 
and their wiſdom, which ſhould moſt diſtinguiſh, but ſeldom 
properly directs them, either living or dying. 


Nobeliy ae apallle had kit 


5 1. { aur earthly. 


the m . 


7} an 
Jobiv.1 


jected to numberleſs caſualties, Fi 


20 


21 


ceius and 9 2 have obſeryed 
of thenyehves, no 
i a Ah lu to theis 


e Literally it is, thy die, But not in wwi/dam * 
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SECT. 7. too frequently before they Fs 
Job . zr. Know themſelves ; and haue 
© Improved to any degree im 
wiſdom and virtue. 
os EX. Caen 3. 
Joby, 1. Tou cannot but be ſenſible; , "* — — 
how nearly you ar e concerned, anſwer thee; and to 
and how directly aimed at, in which of the ſaints 
that which has been ſuggeſted. wilt thou turn ?. 
Now rauſe all your innate vin 
our, to make the beſt, de 
ence that is Sen r 
the ableſt advocate you can . 
find to Had your. ue 4g and 
if you know a man of cha- 
racter and integrity that will 
do it; inſtantly appeal to hit 
to give your arguments ane 
authorities the utmoſt energy 
the 12 5 weight. 41 70 11 f ig ton ao 12 
2 ere are, no perſons, of . 2; For 8. wrath 
repyration and Fro e the , fooliſh 
% ib ly 
551 1* a 281 4. 57 2. „ce tiv 2004651 
,91rqmz9 ei His 1s id 


Acer ab db UV. ſpoken ironically and lan- 
zngly, and the terms to be forenſie — as it were ſummoning 
him to court, with advocates, evidences, and patrons, — 
to the occaſion. Is it not more. agreeable to the ages of 
antiquity and fimplicity, to f poſe | eir courts conf + 5 
the principal inhabitants, a mbfed to compromiſe di 
ences, or arbitrate miſunderſtandings among: n — 23 ; 
with a very ſmall reſemblance” to modern terms 5 bene hes. 

'8 As in many other dag the critical will qbſerve that 


the words, gather ſtrength, in this (as 1 apprehend). proper · 8 


bial ſentence, which literally rendered is, he indignation of an 
offended: Deity, 629, ki, AS 4 e e ls cut Os 
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Bock of Jon. | 
man, and envy ſlay- will undertake to invalidate 
eth the filly one. the evidence of facts, or con 
tradi& this plain poſition: that 
extraordinary calamities, and 
reduced wretched circum- 
ſtances, are the natural effects 
of ungoverned paſſions, and 


juſt puniſnments from an of- 
fended God for wicked prac- 


59 
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tices: the wiſe and virtuous, 


with one conſent, will join to 

vindicate the divine judg- 

ments, and to fix on the ſuf- 

ferer- the heavy charge of un- 

righteouſneſs and hypocriſy. 

3. I have ſeen the It would be happy for man- 
bu ſudden carſed kind if there were fewer in- 
his habitation. ſtances of affliftion, and eſpe- 
cially of the wickedneſs which 
cauſes” ir: but L have been 

an eye-witneſs of promiſing 

ſchemes laid by the impious 

and unjuſt man, for a deep- 

rooted power and ſplendid 

e elt Proſperity: 


the wain and thoughtleſe 3\ his burning zeal or extreme fury kills 
to the heart, inflicts a bitter death on the ſucceſsful Hatterer, 
or proſperous 4rceiver..,.. ,,... fc 1; ): 
u Curſed, The original, if, as Schultens and Chappelow ſup- 
poſe, it be derived from the rot 4, and not rather A IP» 
may either be rendered di Honour, ſtigmatixe, blaſpheme ; or 
penetrate, pierce deep, ſtrile through, as a wedge driven with an 
hammer. The meaning ſeems to be, before the event I 
could pronounce ſentence, and moſt plainly behold vengeance 
hovering over the proud oppreſſor; or his crimes hurryin 
him on to ſudden deſtruction: not more certain could 1 


have been made of this by a formal execration or public 


mourning, with all the ſolemn pomp of religious cere- 
monies. 
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A PAR ArRHRASE on the 


proſperity : and could like- 

wiſe diſcover their ſandy, weak 
foundation; eaſily foretel the 
coming day, and dreadful 
event that threatened, and 
would early diſſipate, as leaves 
in autumn, or chaff before the 
wind, all theſe ſhort-lived ad- 


vantages. 

Art x was poſitive it would 
a. ſo in due time it hap- 
pened: moreover, his off- 
ſpring and family, whom a 
regular piety would have ren- 
dered his crown joy and ſecu- 
rity, by their innocent con- 
nexion with him, or criminal 
proſecution of the ſame perni- 
cious courſes, are involved; and 
utterly unable to ſecure or de- 
fend themſelves: they feel the 
dead weight of a blaſted cha- 
racter, and general odium in 
public aſſemblies: and in 
courts of judicature find nei- 
ther judge nor advocate, pru- 


dent friend nor powerful in- 
terceſſot, to eſpouſe their in- 


tereſt; and obviate, prevent, or 


mitigate the beavie condem- | 


bation. 


wenge 


4. His children are 
far from ſafety, and 
they are cruſhed in 
the | gate, neither is 
there any to deliver 
them, 


i This alludes to Lie e n of Yall 


courts of judicature in ſtructures exected, or 3 
up on purpoſe, over the * gate. 


r is 
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5. Whoſe harveſt Vengeance ſtill purſues, and Ser. 7. 


the ® hu eateth FP 
1 3 deſerved miſeries encreaſe. 


_ The product of their induſ- 
—— — = try, their richeſt harveſt, and 
ber 1 fwalloweth up plenteous crops ripe for reap- 
their ſubſtance. ing and gathering, the hun- 
ery and ravenous devour ; 
however fenced and guarded : 


Job v. 5. 


and common robbers, with 


the utmoſt ſagacity ranſack, 
and with irreſiſtible violence 
bear off the reſidue. 
6,and 7. ® Altho It is very obſervable to the 
affliction cometh not preſent purpoſe, that neither 
| forth 3 
INIQUILY, 


k Hungry. Some underſtand this of the thieviſh Arabs, and 
plunderers by profeſſion ; but thoſe ſeem refered' to after- 


| wards by the term robbers, Others of wild beaſts, wolves, 


&c, What is exprefſed is the frong flimulating appetite, 
or voracious hunger, that them on to overcome all op- 
poſition and diffioulty of ſtrong fences, and even ſeize t 

fruit or corn that was intermixed with prickly thorns and 
briars ; and probably theſe were a kind of wild people and 
ſavages, that rather herded with the brutal world, than 


mixed among mankind ; it certainly ſignifies thoſe that were 


ready to periſh with hunger. 

| Swalloweth up, rather ſnuffeth up, ſcenteth afar of, and 
greedily purſues, till the whole be plundered and ravaged. 

m There are varieus renderings of this paſſage ; with ſome 
ſmall alterations I have-followed the learned and judicious 
Peters, His interpretation ſeems moſt natural and eaſy, 
though the original might bear the ſenſe Schu/tens has put 
upon it ; which is to the following purpoſe : that although 
the vanity and folly of wickedneſs ſhall not, for any long 
time, ſpring and riſe among mankind ; nor ſhall iniquity 
grow and: flouriſh among the ſons of earth and duſt ; yet they 
are extravagantly fond, and perverſely bent upon committing 
it; and the lightnings glittering by flaſhes fly above, or on 
high : that is, men are obſtinately vicious, and God's light- 
nings are prepared to puniſh them. 
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\ 
Seer. 7. iniquity, nor its conſequence, ets ot; _ 2 
. perplexity and miſery, fall — poo. of the 
upon man naturally and ne- ound : yet man is 
| ceſſarily, without the determi- fora unto trouble, 
nation or direction of any as the * ſparks fly 
moral agent: for then he War. 
would be born to, might pro- | 

| perly be ſaid to inherit them; 

| they would come of courſe, 

as glittering ſparks fly from 

the burning coal; neither 

would it be in his power to 

prevent or haſten them by his e 

piety or impiety, virtue or 

vice. 


n Sparks, &c. ſons of the burning coal. This is a manner 
of expreſſion very frequently to be met with in the Hebrew 
and Arabic languages, whereof the learned Chappelbau gives 
a multiplicity of inſtances. — Thus arrows are ſtyled /ons of 

the quiver, Lam. iii. 13. Corn ſon of the floor, 2 King. xiv. 14. 
and attendants on a bridegroom, by the ſame metonymy, in 
the Greek — children or ſons of the bridegroom, Mar. ix. 15. 
The like uſe is made of the words, huſband, father, mother, 
fon and daughter. See Chapp. Comm. on the text. 


The author of the moving ſtrains beneath ſeems to have 
had this paſſage in view. | 


The human race are ſons of ſorrow born 
And each muſt have his portion: vulger minds 
Refuſe to crouch beneath their load: the brave 
Bear theirs without repining. 


* 
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From the above ſtate Eliphaz had given of human 
affairs, with the different effet?s of men's ations, 
eſpecially the juſt ſeverity exerciſed upon the un- 
godly and impenitent; he earneſtly exhorts Job, 
in the humbleſt manner to make ſubmiſſion to the 

Almighty, and implore his favour : be ſubjoins 
ſeveral conſiderations on which this counſel is 
grounded; and concludes with the certain happy 
conſequences to him who obſerved it. 


Jos v. 8. Jos v. 8. 


*F Would ſeek unto 1 
ECT ants OUR condition is, no gr. 8. 


n 1 doubt, deplorable and 
my cauſe. ruinous : but it is not deſ- Job v. 8. 


perate, if you would be per- 
ſuaded to make uſe of one 
timely expedient: indeed the 
only one there is for your ſup- 
rt or relief: and that which 
[| ſhould not heſitate a mo- 
ment to determine on: viz. 
informing yourſelf fully of 
the nature and properties of 
religious virtue : cultivating 
rational and impreſſive ſenti- 
ments of the divine attributes, 
15 laws 


* Ulam the particle of connexion, or rather introduction of 
a new ſentence, is here paſſed over by our tranſlators — it 
ſigniſies, nevertheleſs, yet, boaubeit, truly, ſurely ; the ſenſe is, 
notwithſtanding this, I would think of the Deity with the 
cloſeſt attention and higheſt eſteem — entirely ſubmitting to 
his ſovereign pleaſure, TE SBS T1 — 
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laws and Providence : and 
with an humble ſubmiſſion, 
and unreſerved, ſincere, and 
entire reſignation, leaving e- 
thing that concerns you - 


to God” 8 faithful care and fo- 
And that no intricacy or 9. Which doth : 
difficulty of affairs may hinder 2 things and un- 
able ; marvel- 


or diſcourage; confider the 

works of in and Provi- — thi * 
denee : thoſe numberleſs von · | 
derful effects of an almight xy 
and unbounded cauſe : thoſe 

various aſtoniſhing diſplays of 


an inexphecable contrivange, 


and unfathomed tranſcendent W 5 
foo. wikdom. ES SHIGA I 


To inflates in an obvious 10. Who giveth 
common benefit, how ſurpriſ- _ 2 Os earth, 
ing the prodect of rain and and an 

ON Of Water, oy means 
of dews, ſhowers, fountains, 
and winding rivers ; feafon- 
ably, and in due proportion, 
to refreſh the greateft extent 
of and, and  crveriny of ſofl. 
More 


„ „ 1 44 4 
145 a +4 


In the original great things, and narvellous things are femi- 
nine plurals, frequently uſed in the — to expreſs the 
neuter gender, or requiring in other languages that the word, 
thing, matter, & c. ſhould be added. — literally 
rendered, is, at now ef? penſenuri natis . there it n ſcrut iny, or 
 Tuguifitton to- be made. Without mmer, literally aue dum mn 
—— until there le uo aner, or Rik adding to the 
multitude, till 1 ws een 
with — excceding all reckoning. 


It. To ſet up on 
high thoſe that be 
low ; that thoſe that 
mourn may be ex- 


alted to ſafety. 


12. 4 He diſap- 


pointeth the devices 


of the crafty, ſo that 
their hands cannot 


Prizo. 


perform their enter- 


Book of IO. 
More diſtreſſed, and fuller Szcr.'8. 


— 
Job v. 11. 


of anxiety you can ſcarce be, 
than the lower conditions of 
men neceſſarily are, thtough 
the prevailing want of this 


moſt uſeful element, and exceſ- 
ſive droughtineſs of ſeaſons: 


yet the flood · gates of heaven 
again open, and plentiful rains 


renew the face of nature; give 


power and wealth to thoſe who 
expected nothing but a deſpi- 
cable poverty; and remove 
far from danger thoſe who 


thought deſtruc̃tion inevitable. 


Individuals and communi- 
ties have, moreover, had fre- 
quent ground of terrible a- 
larms from intriguing men, 
and ſubtle, plotting heads: 


when, by unexpected means, 
their wicked, deep deligns 
have been unravelled : and, 


in the moment they were to 
be executed, they have totally 
miſcarried. | 


Schulten reckons theſe phraſes bortowed from arithmetic, - 
and to denote the ancient ſimplicity of counting or telli 
numbers by means of the fingers, and different turnings of 
the hands. The meaning then may be thus expreſſed, that 
their -vicious artful ſchemes are rendered abortive, and the 


whole amount of thei 


profit by colluſion or oppreſſion is a 


Very trifle, or nothing at all. 


Vor. I. 
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Secr. 8. The event has proved the 
direct contrary of what they 
3* deſigned: that which they con- 


1 1 
"infatuation and diſtraction was 
entailed on thoſe extraordinary 


0 


* 


A PARAPHRASE b the 


trived to prejudice others has 

only hurt themſelves: and 
their moſt deliberate meaſures 
to do miſchief, ended in their 
own confuſion and deſtruction. 
As if a more than common 


13." He taketh 
the wiſe in their dn 
craftineſs ; and the 
counſel of the frow- 
ard is carried head- 


long. 


14. * They meet 
with darknefs in the 


day time, and grope 
| . | in the noon- day as in 
pretendets to wiſdom and fa- the night. n 


gacity, and they had utterly | 


renounced all uſual guidance 


.of ſenſe or reaſon ; they ap- 
pear bewildered where others 
can ſee no difficulty; and moſt 


egregiouſly blunder, betraying 


"the ſtrongeſt fears, where the 


it is for thoſe who are within 


way is exceeding plain and oh 
obvious. ws | 

Anda moſt kind proviſion 15. But he ſavetk 
the poor from the 


ſword, 


the 


The original is emphatical, and ſeems taken from en- 
tangling bird-lime, or flicking glew — it intimates, that their 
beſt concerted meaſures, as if they were the moſt precipitate 
and fooliſh ones, are converted into ſnares, and prove the 


- Cauſes of their own ruin. 


This ſeems. a metaphor taken from blind men? and in 


che Hebreau is extremely beautiful and expreſſive hicerally 


. 


it is, in day-time they beat "their heads againſt icy | 
ay at 


thick darkneſs, and as it was fight feel for their'W 
noon time; 2. e. they ſtumble at, or ſtrike themſelves Againſt 
objects, notwithſtanding it is light, as if it was impoſſible to | 


ſee them for very darkneſs — and cannot ſo much ay guide 
- * themſelves with the powerful direction of meridian ' 


cams. 
But the verſe can ſcarce be read, without feeling for the blind 
man his hazards, and ſeeing his extended arms. 


meet 
the 
rope 
as in 


avetk 
2 the 
word, 


m er- 
t their 
pitate 
e the 
ind in £ 
erally 
mY | 
y at 

\amkt | 
ible to 
guide 
)EAMS. 


blind 


ſword, , from their 
mouth, and From the 


hand of the mighty. 


16. So the poor 
hath hope, and ini- 
quity ſtoppeth her 

mouth. 


- 


17. „ Behold, 
happy is the — Providence ought ſeriouſly to 


t From their N may either denote the extremity - RC. 
danger which the poor are in from inſolent perverted power, 


the 


or the nature of their attacks, as proceeding from the lips in 


\ 
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the reach of their power, and Szcr. 8. 
objects of their malice, that e 
they are thus abſurd and ſtu. 1 v. 15. 
pid : the humble and honeſt, 
the lowly and injured, having 
no other defence but their own 
truth and innocence, would 
have no chance to eſcape, nor 
ground to expect ſafety or de- 
liverance, were not tyrants 
and perſecutors, oftentimes, 


as blockiſh and beſotted as 


they are wicked and cruel. 


It appears in the iſſue, that 16 
the poor in ſpirit, and me 
of the earth, had the ſolideſt 


ground of a moſt joyful hope, 
that the ſcene ſhould ſome- 


times change; and his con- 


ſtancy and reſolution not al- 
Ways be trampled on and » 
overborn: now in his turn he 
triumphs : and the ungodly 
and inhuman boaſters and op- 
preſſors are ſilenced, aſhamed 


and confounded. 
The checks and rebukes of 17 


4 i 
1 19 


uw 


calumny, reproach, falſe witneſs, or ſentences of condemnation. B. 
* The elegance of theſe elipſis's or breaches hath already 
been remarked — literally it is — happy, or bleſſed, or the 
; bappineſs of the man — God correfeth him. Theſe are Eliphaz's 


moral 


68 A PaxArukAsE on be 
„ Sxcr.8. be attended to, for they have whom God mer 
their important uſes : to un- 2 132 
chinking, provoking mortals Renee . 
it is a peculiar happineſs, ra- mighty. | 
ther than be. ſuffered to pro- 
ceed, to be corrected into more 
prudent & virtuous meaſures, 
more ſobriety of thought and 
regularity of conduct: there- Fs 
fore whoever you be, that are ; 
under God's correcting hand, | 
do not be untractable and un- 
manageable: but of that wiſe 
number who are convinced 
and admoniſhed, not of thoſe 
who expoſtulate and murmur. 
13 The diſcipline hath a mo- 18. For he* mak. 
ral tendency, and, to thoſe eth ſore and Ce 
who duly improve it, is com- nd hi hand make + 
monly reſtrained toa ſhort con- Yhole. | 
tinuance ; pleaſure and pain | 
you will find almoſt inter- 
changeable ideas ; and adverſe | 
"Ee OY SRI by | 


11 8 


F 


po a Puno 
Job v. 17. 


maral inſtructions, or ſalutary precepts, (in a kind of prover- 
bial form, the pſual manner in which the ancients delivered 
them, ) deduced from his principal ſubject, which was the 
providence and juſtice of God, conſpicuous in improving, or 
deſtroy ing 8 fortunes of men, proportionably as they were 

Or evII. | CRIT OD RE 
+ + ._ » 'This beautiful repreſentation of providential chaſtiſe- 
ments which often carry their own remedies with them, 
ſeems borrowed from the operations of the chirurgic art: 
Which are generally much more painful than the diſorders 
they cure : but the pain occaſioned by the latter is laſting, 
that of the operation is momentary, therefore preferable: for 

- who would not increaſe the preſent pain for a moment to put 

nan end to it, * we 


ect - 
deſ- 
the 


Al- 


war from the a power 
of the ſword. 
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and abundanly compenſated 
. with proſperous ones. 
19. He ſhall deli - 


troubles, yea in ſeven and ſober life, many troubles 
_ — * 69 that happen ſhall be timely 
remedied z and many more 
ſhall be effectually prevented; 
even numberleſs dreaded ones 
never happen at all. 
20. In * famine he Under the publick calami- 


ſhall redeem thee ties of a deſperate famine or 
from death; and in deſolating war, with all their 
baleful concomitants; you ſhall 
often meet with unexpected 
ſuccour, and wonderful pre- 
ſervation. 1 


ä In 


Y Here, as in many other places, agreeable to the oriental 


idiom, and indeed a manner of expreſſion familiar to moſt- 
languages, a definite number is put for an indefinite one — 


and in fix — yea in ſeven intimate, that many evils ſhall be 


'remedied, and many more prevented. 


* Schultens underſtands by Hy Q, publick famine, owing 
to the real ſcarcity of proviſions, with mortality, peſtilence, 


and all the other calamities that ſometimes have accompanied, 


and greatly embittered it; and by famine, ver. 22, — private 


penury, and extreme poverty. \ 4 
Our tranſlators have very properly rendered , from 
the power, or force; literally it is, from the hand, &c. which 
every one muſt have obſerved commonly ſignifies, frengtb, 
©, Vigour, Or power exerted in action. The ſame word is applied 
by the Arabs to the wind, flame, grave, ſnare, lion, bear, dog; 
and they; literally expreſs thetnſelves — the band of the auina, 
the FLA 
preſſive of all the ravages and devaſtatzons of war and blogd- 
ſhed ; which are doubtleſs implied. 


of flame, &c. , Schultens interprets the phraſe as ex- 


1 


% 40 


> * 
*. 
£Y 


And farther, in the general 19 
ver thee in 7 fix courſe of your future righteous 


. PARAPHR ASE on the 
Sect. 8. In ordinary it may be ex 21. Thou ſhalt be 
G=a— pected, that a modeſt and hid from the bſcourge 
Job v. 21. eee of the tongue: nei- 
prudent virtue will be your ther ſhalt chou be 
ee from ſcandal and de- afraid of deſtruction 
famation ; and, if not, yet when it cometh, 
your. conſcious integrity will 
| be proof againſt its bitterneſs ; 
he and your honeſt heart intrepid 
| under its worſt conſequences : 
even ſuppoſe your reputation, 
fortune, and life, in one and 
. the ſame breath, ſtruck at by 
this ſcourge, this ſcorpion. , 
22 In the way of honour and 22. At deſtruction 
conſcience you will heartily and faminethou ſhalt 
-delpiſe any. incidental evils chen de agtlor ce 
that may follow z 1t will be e beaſts of the earth. 
quite below you to be afraid | 
of private ill fortune, and 7; 
thoſe anxieties and diſtreſſes 
which ſometimes befall ſervile 


drudges, for their neceſſary 


= 


919 


ſuſtenance. e 2 | Na 

23 As though there was an in- 23. For thou ſhalt 
timacy, connection, or confe- be in league with 
* oe a deracy the | 


P PR _— — 


—_ —_—_— — 
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d The Hut, or the ſcourge of the tongue, is a very common 
idiom Rl the ſperlert ef ſlander — defamation ; thoſe 
numberleſs methods of prejudicing their neighbour in men's 

diſcourſes, too commonly and baſely practiſde. 
— e 'i in the Hebrew, and Jnętov in the Greek, are 


a 
2 — —— 
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equently uſed to ſignify ſerpents male and female; and as 

beaſts are afterwards mentioned, they moſt probably denote 
ferpents, baſiliſks, and other venemous reptiles here. 

* - « # Schultens remarks, that our verſion does not come up to 

the original, which ſignifies,” taming, bringing inte ſubjjection, 

2 ta ſurrender, or reducing to the flate of tributaries and de- 
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deracy betwixt you and the Szcr, 8. 


t be geld; and the beaſts i — 
, ne, Or On- g 
ge of the field ſhall be dur — cx. Fou Jeb v. 23. 
nei- at peace with thee. erous unseua week. 7 
be | will be under no concern 
Lon about them : and, as if they 
were ſubjects and tributaries, 
you ſhall receive no harm 
from noxious animals and 
pPoiſonous ſerpents. 
24. And thou You may fully depend up- 24 
ſhalt _ _ 10 on peace and ſafety, a grow- 
—— 2 nod ing proſperity and the moſt 
in peace; and thou . K 
ſhalt viſit thy habita- Compleat happineſs within 
tion, and ſhalt not your own houſe and family : 
ion lin ; and without, when you viſit 
— and examine the ſtate of your 
the flocks and herds, there ſhall 
th. be no room for repining, you 
will find them multiplying and 
flouriſhing. | 
25. Thou ſhalt Your ſubſtance and poſſeſ- 25 
know alſo that thy ſions ariſing from the earth's 
3 ſeed F 4 yearly 
alt 
ith e Chappelow propoſes here to read ibne inſtead of abne, and 
he that thoſe ſavage A4rabians, diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
| fſeenitz, are alluded to. Whoever recollects what the an- 
cients uſually wore on their feet, and how many perhaps 
| had no covering or defence at all for them, will not wonder 
ſo that to be exempt from injury, by the /lones of the field, was 
* reckoned an happineſs. ä | 
In this verſe we meet with terms borrowed from the rural 
* paſtoral life of ancient times. By HN is meant the /ep- 
8 herds moveable tents, which they could eaſily ſtrike to $9 in 
* ue of freſi paſturage: by a kind of lodge or hut to 
well in, more particularly a /ozep-cote, Thou ſhalt not fin, the 


1 words ſignify, thou ſhalt not deviate from thy ſcope, miſs thy 
| mark, or be fruſtrated in thy purpoſes —all events ſhall an- 
ſwer thy moſt ſanguine hopes, and the utmoſt of thy wiſhes, 


72 


jod v. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr. 8. yearly produce ſhall greatly 
—exceed your conſumption, and 
25· 4a numerous and moſt defire- 


able, healthful, and dutiful 
offspring ſhall give reliſh to 
all your other enjoy ments. 


26 After you are fully ſatisfied 


with life in its nobleſt perfec- 
tion, and drawn out to the 
longeſt date of human nature, 


ſeed ſhall be great, 
_ _ * 
as the graſs © 
earth, gal . 


26. 6 Thou ſhalt 
come to thy grave in 
a full age, like as a 
ſhock of corn com- 
eth in his ſeaſon. 


confeſſing it is enough, you 
ſnall with eaſe lay it down; 
and the common receptacle 
take your earthly remains: as 
heaps of full ripe grain in 
time of harveſt are piled up 
in ſtocks, or depoſited in gra- JJ 
naries. | * | 
All 


r The rural images are ſtill preſerved, and Fob brought to 
a decrepit and extreme old age; to a mortality, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, natural; and to the houſe appointed for all the living 
— by ſimiles taken from corn that is compleatly ripe, — l 
Jaid in a regular heap, or carried into the barn. 41 
Among numberleſs other beauties, the. moſt happy and 
| . ſimiles of this performance are very obſervable. 
at more natural emblem, than harveſt, of mortality 
without pain or ſickneſs, from mere old age, and an univer- 
al decay and failure of all life's organs and functions. The 
lowing lines do elegantly expreſs this. | 


- 


Of no diſtemper, of no blaſt he died; 

But fell like autumn fruit that mellowed long, 
Ev'n wonder'd at becauſe he dropt no ſooner ; 
Fate ſeem'd to wind him up for fourſcore years, 

Vet freſhly ran he on ten winters more, 
Till, like a clack worn out with eating time, 
The wheels of weary life at laſt ood ſtill, 


in 
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27. Lo this, we All I have to add is, that Szer. 8. 


have ſearched it, b ſo theſe inſtructions are the ſenſe ep v. 25. Key a 


it if; hear it, and i 
know thou it for thy of all your friends, and 


good. grounded upon ſolid wiſdom 
| and abundant experience; 
therefore, if you know your- 


ſelf, and conſult your true in- 


| tereſt, you will make a proper 
uſe of them, and reap the 
greateſt W benefit from 
them. 


„N 9 a ſe res habet, certum firmum eft, the thing is ſo, 
45 matter is very plain and certain. 
Know it for thyſelf, or know thyſelf. Elipbax 1 
ts cloſe ſhort concluſion ſeems to take in all Job's friends, 
as unanimouſly concurring with him in the cenſure he had 


paſt, and the advice he had adminiſtered, 


CHAP. 


ai 


— 2 — — 
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ieren SECT. IX, 


Job renews his mournful complaints. He ſets forth 
the multiplicity and extreme acrimony of his afflic- 
tions which extorted them. Having no viſible 
proſpett of their removal or abatement, he wiſhes 
them heightened to the degree that would ſpeedily 
iſſue in compleat deſtruction. He vindicates his cha- 
radler and piety ; and though his expectations, as 
to this world, were cut off, and he could have no 
imaginable temptation to falſify or conceal the 
truth, yet he would freely declare it, and not ad- 
mit bis integrity to be juſily impeachable ; nor at 
any rate allow, that wiſdom was departed. from 
him, Ver. 1—14. , 


: Jos vi. > SB Jo» ht $5 

Szxct.9. 70 B, clearly perceiving in UT Job anſwer. 

: n ed and ſaid, O 

I what miſtaken view Eli- that my grief were d 
Job vi. '» pax conſidered his adverſity, throughly weighed, 


on and upon what falſe grounds and my calamity laid 
he preſcribed to him humble ® 3 of 
and earneſt addreſſes to the 8 

\ ſovereign Being; remonſtrated 
do the following purpoſe. To 
.*. preſcribe remedies, or afford 
Proper inſtructions in a caſe, 
it is requiſite, firſt, to under- 
| ſtand 


* This expreſſion is very properly rendered, throughly, 
 exattly, fliriftly, or impartially weighed, poiſed, elevated, ex- 
. amined © it is a common Hebrai/m, and literally tranſlated, 


* 


in weighing weighed, 


wEyY Tos 7 
ſtand it; and in this unhappy Szcr.9. 
one of mine, I cannot but in- Ts 
timate a real concern that this z  * 
is not done; and earneſt wiſhes 
that the long train and fad 
detail of ſufferings, as well as 
complaints, might be duly at- 
tended to, impartially ex- 

| amined, and fairly ſtated. 
3. For } now it They are ſo multiplied and 3 
would be heavier accumulated as not eaſily to 


than the ſand of the 3 
e reduced to any rules of com- 


words are ſwallowed mon experience, or brought 
up. within the compaſs of general 
obſervation: when the numer- 
ous grains of fand contained 
in the wide extended ocean 
are diſtinctly told; or the bulk 
and weight of the whole maſs 
is exactly ſhewed ; then will 
language expreſs my miſeries, 
and words be found to ſignify 
both what they are, and what 
they denote. 5 Y 
External 


ITNY Nan enimvero may be interpreted, as Schultens ob- 
ſerves, ſo as to add great force: partly affirming or concluding, ' + 
and partly noting the encreaſe of his afflictions, even to the 
preſent time. Sawallowed up, as 355 is rendered, S. Jarcbhi 
interprets by the Chaldee megam gemin, ſignifying flammering 
words, or ſuch as have no articulate = which he muſt 3 
have derived from yy), a radix not found in the Hebrew, but 
in the Arabic and Aibiopic, denoting a fammering voice, or 
an impediment in the ſpeech, 5, which ſeems to be the 


radix of this word ſignifies, t be abſerbed, fwallviped up, de. 
-voured e the ſenſe is, I am unable to repreſent, utterly in ate 


tempting" the” feſcription,  . Fre 


* 
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External marks of wretch- 
ſurely never were 
* ſtronger, and yet they expreſs 
but a ſmall part; the raging 
diſtemper burns inwards, and 
is known only to the Being 
who inflames, or the mind 


within me, the poi. 


eth up my ſpirits ; 
the terrors 0 


4. For the ® arrows 
of the Almighty are 


ſon whereof drink- 


God 
do ſet themſelves in 
array againſt me. 


that endures it : as the fatal 
wound, from a transfixed ſhaft 
impregnated with deadly 
ſon, ſpreads, infects, and = 
deſtroys the whole body ; or 
as the advancing regular 
troops of a victorious enemy 
; | throw a town or country into 
the utmoſt conſternation : ſo 
am 


© m There is ſomething of grandeur and lublimity in the 
images of this repreſentation: the plain meaning is, his pain 
- was violent, his inward anguiſh excruciating, his miſery in- 
expreſſible: but he accounts for it from arrows drenched in 
Poiſon ; and his horrors from armies that attack him. The 
Perſians and Scythians were remarkable for this inhuman bar- 
barous cuſtom of poiſoning their arrows. 
Qui mortis ſœvo geminent ut vulnere cauſas, 
Omnia vipereo ſpicula felle lin 5 
id. 


"3 


Non eget mauri jaculis neque arcu, 
Nec wenenatis gravida fagittts 
pharetra. 


Tie Sen. in Here, Oct, 164 99h, inTrechia: 2664. In lea. 785. 


3 po A. Bilar poetical ion Deut. xxxii. 42. WIS | 
"> * © mate mine arrows drunk with blood. Figuratively che word 


e, enlaniticy e ; thunder, lightaing, hail, rein, Ge. 


1 17 
* 
1 . 
© — 


aſs bray when he 


| 22 . diſturb them, can hardly con- 


+ ſenſe I hub en 


Book of J oB. 


to future. 
| ih. Doth the wild 


nothing greatly to perplex or 


fodder ? ceive of the afflitions of o- 
thers; but is it common, or 
would it anſwer any end, to 
pour out bitter lamentations 
without occaſion ? Did I ever 
uſe to do it ? No more than 
the wild aſs in the richeſt paſ- 
ture brays as hunger · bitten; 

or the ox lows as ſtarved with 
plenty of proviſion. 
6. » Can that While our natural ſenſa- 

which is unſavou'y tions remain, it is impoſſible 
8 | : not 


® This ſeems to be an apophthegm, or proverbial remark- 


able expreſſion, and to intimate that Fob had ſufficient cauſe 
for his bittereſt complaints: it has moreover been interpreted, 
as glancing at the too common condolence of the proſperous, | 
namely, finding fault with the diſtreſſed, in particular Job's | 
viſiter's ; and E/phaxz, to the introduction of whoſe diſcourſe ' 
it may contain an anſwer : that whatever inſtruQtion or en- 
couragement Job's advice had afforded, and whatever defect 


in the application of his own religious maxims he might be 
willing to reproach him with, yet the moſt virtuous of man- 
kind could not ſuppreſs the voice of nature, nor, in his con- 
dition, avoid lamentation. Both parties, as is not uncom- 
mon in the heat of diſputation, might be a little too ſevere 
upon one another's expreſſions : but Fob, on all occaſions, 
appears to have had the more rational, enlarged, and noble 


ſentiments of God and providence, of piety and virtue. © | © 


Thoſe who have met with 5 


77 


am J very ſenſibly affected Szer. 9. 
with preſent miſery, neither a 
am I without apprehenſions as 


® This, I apprehend, is another ancient aphoriſm: the 


LF 


5 


, Pl 


| voured to give in the paraphraſe, but there 
are different Opinions about the alluſion and literal interpre-' 
| N 28 ? tation. 


28 4A ParRAaPHRASE on the 


$zer. 9. not to make ſome difference 3 
Vith reſpect to matters that or is there any taſte 
Job vi. 6. are, in — uy altogether N IE: 08 
diſſimilar: neither is it at 
man's option whether or no 
be will reliſn that which is 
Aug or truly enjoy that 
"which has not the power to 
afford him the leaſt degree of 
ſatisfaction. i 
So far from that, as to my- 7. The things that 
ſelf, I am perfectly ſatiated my ſoul refuled to 
with the things which were N Our ay hes 
always unpalatable, that . 
health I was averſe to; and 
which now, under afflictions, 
and my ſtrength enervated, 
cannot, but create an high diſ- 
_ Buſt and utter abhorrence. 6 
Whatever is the cauſe, and 8. P Oh that 1 
5 it may be reckoned 1 might have my te, 
| ; | uelt ! 
| | | 1 4 


, 5 N 4 * 2 


a 
3 . 
* * 


tation. — dern by ur chalamuth, the ti ifing fa- 
_ «fiva in the mauth of infants, or its falling and dropping in the 
. "caſe of pld age. Others, as Matvenda, Hattinger, and Hinckel- 
man, Be wel Jpuma coaguli lactis, and would; read, is there 
aa tafte in the watery ferum, or 2 pid aubey firained from curdled 
EIN, "milk ? — Or, zs there any taſte in the froth of mulk. curdled ? 
Ck They ſuppoſe Job deſigning to retort upon Elipbax, as; hav- 
ing ſaid nothing to the purpoſe: and Pope ſomewhere uſes the 
ſame ſimile — calling one of his carping critics and poetical 
perſecutors, a curd of af/es milk ; but our Own interpretation 
of the unuſual term, by the aubite of an TA ſeems to come 
*neareſt to the author's meaning. Mudge thinks the next 
verſe alluding to that diſeaſe en © d the Doctor, or 
to Job's medicines and bitter potions. 
5 There is a peculiar elegance in the original, wy „D. 
t dabit, and OI TP e literally, aubo wwill 1. | 
and, 


| 


— — - 
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ſalt ? 
taſte 
an 


that 
to 
ſor- 


thing that I long for, 


Book of Jon. 


would grant me the mity, yet whence. relief muſt 
proceed, and wherein it only 
conſiſts, is very clear to me: 
my beſt reaſon dictates, as 
moſt ſuitable to my circum- 
ſtances, this humble, ardent 
addreſs to the infinite Being. 
9. Even that it That this world, bearing 
would pleaſe Gop to the gloomieſt aſpect on all 


deſtroy me; that he accounts that concern me; m 
would 4 let looſe his my 


hand, and cut me off. 3 
| conſtitution quite broken, and 


my friends only left to en- 
creaſe my burthens with heavy 
cenſures; he would be pleaſed, 
if agreeable to all his grand 


9 


* 


fortune and family gone, my 


deſigns of government, wiſ- 


dom and benevolence, ſome 
way, by withdrawing his ſup- 
port, or augmenting my tor- 
tures, immediately to give me 
a diſcharge, and, at one ſtroke, 
reduce me to duſt again. 
0 This 


and, may God give, It is in his ſole option when and how to 
grant this. May not this ſentence imply the ſtrongeſt poſ- 
fi 


ble refutation of the cenſures paſt upon Fob ? that what- 


ever he had done he was willing to die with it; which had 


it been evil, as his friends ſuggeſted, could not but excite 
terror in' the near approaches of this end of all men. In 
ſhort, he may be underſtood as declaring, I am not a hypo- 
erite, for I am not afraid to die. | 


1 Schultens explains this term as borrowed from archery, ' 


and as expreſſive of an arrow, which being draaum to the head 
in a well-flrung bow, and the hand fuddenly taken away, flies 
with great rapidity to the mark aimed at. 

Int . { ; | 


79 


queſt ! and that Go ought to behave in this extre- Ser. 9. 
Job . 8. 


nd — 


80 A PAxATHRASE on the 
Ster. 9. This ſhould be my comfort 10. * Then ſhould 
even in death, and, I am in no I y** have comfort. 

Job vi. io. qoubt, would inſpire me with Ven would harden 


conſtancy and magnanimity; 
that I have ated uprightly 
and ſincerely, neither prevari- 
cating with the laws of God 
myſelf, nor concealing them 
from others, my children or 
domeſticks, or wherever my 
authority could influence. 

Indeed, what natural vigour 
remains in me, that I ſhould 


cheriſh any other hopes ? or. 


flatter myſelf brighter ſcenes 


the words of the 


myſelf in ſorrow : let 
him not ſpare, for I 
have not concealed 


Holy one. 


11. What % my 
ſtrength that I ſhould 
hope? and what is 
mine end that [ 


ſhould prolong m 
life ? | 9 


and happier days may return? 
What will ſhortly be the iſſue 
8 Hs is 


— 


r The paraphraſe of this verſe is partly taken from Peters. 
Schultens explains the words as figurative and very empha- 
tick : terram pede percutiam cum flrenuitate. — In the utmofi 
wehemence I twill lamp the earth with my foot, triumph, exult, 
treat with inſult and defiance the bittereft pains of dying moments: 
yielding a glorious teſtimony to the whole world, that my 
conſcience and integrity have been the ſole directors of my 
entire converſation, I know not but the laſt clauſe may 
vindicate Job, and likewiſe indireQly hint at Eliphax, whoſe 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics ſeem to have been artful and in- 
Anuating; — as if he had ſaid, I am no double- dealer, time- 
Jerver, in modern language, no canter or trimmer, I have 
acted uprightly, meant what I ſhould do, and ſpoke ſo that 
every one might diſcern the bottom, and full meaning of 
my honeſt heart. Whether in ſtrictneſs this be the ſenſe of 
the text or not, would to God it was the ſettled principle, 
and prevailing practice of all mankind ! The learned Madge 
tranſlates, J ds not conceal my words from the Holy One; from 
his knowledge; ſpeaking low, as if I was afraid he ſhould 
hear me. This may ſeem to limit the ſenſe too much; 
which, as a dying declaration, ſhould be moſt general. 


— —— 
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Book of Jon. 8 


- is exceeding plain; and what SscT. 9. 
en benefit or end of being can I 13 5 
let previouſly propoſe, that I 
= ſhould wiſh the few and evil 
ed d ; | 
the ays of a life, ſo tranſient, to 
be prolonged ? 
12. 1s wy — Muy miſeries forbid the de- 12 
— = a" ' fire, and indeed the materials, 
or is my 87 3 : 
whereof my conſtitution is 
- formed, extinguiſh the hope; 
my unleſs my bodily ſubſtance, 
uld as monuments, conſiſted of 
t is molten braſs, or of the com- 
4 pact hard rock; the reiterated 
/ violent ſhocks, I bur barely 
| ſuſtain, will at length over- 
come me, | 
13. 8 Like that of all other mor- 13 
227 ans ©. Jon, dals, my frame is diſſolvable, 
tern periſhable, 
ha- |; 
of | | 
xult, * This ſeems to be a proverbial expreſſion, the ancients 
nts: made uſe of as well as the moderns ; and the compariſon is 
my frequently to be met with in the poetic, and other writings of 
" my antiquity, 
may | 
hoſe X@Axeov de H Erop tre m. Horm. II. Lib. 13. 490. 
d in- . 
ine Trnbec d £0gagero t νννν ron 
have Tapxs aid ape. Theor. Id. xxii. 47. 
thiat | 
: 7 Es triplex — circa pectus. Hor. 
e 
iple, Non enim eſt e ſaxo ſculptus, aut a robore dolatus homo 
lage — habet corpus, habet animum, movetur mente, movetur 
from ſenſibus. Cic. Acad. Q. iv. 31. | 
ould Schultens interprets this as having ſomething in it of de- 
ack ; riſion and ſneer — Behold ! — Mark ! 1 am ſhut up and tied 
al. 


down by a ſuperior power, and have no poſſible way of re- 
ol. I. G lieving 


82 
Ster. 9. 


— 
Job vi. 13. 


+ one's prudence and virtue in 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
periſhable, and if I could but dom driven quite 
calmly wait, ſuccour will from me? 
come ; but it encreaſes the 
difficulty to have a man's ut- 
moſt patience tried, and, at the 
ſame time, ſuſpected; and all 


the hardeſt exerciſe, and yet 
to be ſcarce allowed the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſingle good qua- 
= 


lieving myſelf; and from thence it follows, according to my 
friend's fine reaſoning, that I have not the leaſt wiſdom, 
truth, virtue, or religion. ; 


SECT. 


ute 


| my 
om, 


Bot of Jon. 
RC T. 


Job, after declaring his integrity, and by wiſhing for 
a ſpeedy and ſudden death, giving the ſtrongeſt 
proof thereof, upbraids his friends with unkind- 
neſs ; and, by a beautiful ſimile, repreſents their 
fallacious and ungenerous treatment. He profeſ- 


ſes his openneſs to conviction from rational argu» 


ment ; but withal bis unalterable reſolution to re- 
gn his underſtanding and judgment to nothing elſe. 
He very movingly pleads with them, in a matter of 
ſo much conſequence as his character, lo retraft any 
haſty cenſures, to reexamine, and not fix upon him 
charges he never deſerved. WS 


? 


; Jos VI. 14. £ . Jos vi. 14. | 
| eb dow Is HERE is ſomething g . 10. 
ag ſacred in extreme Ml- CA.uv 
, G 2 : ſery; Job vi. 14. 


t The words will bear another interpretation, neither have 
I wholly omitted it in the paraphraſe, wiz that he is an un- 
godly wicked man, and whatever he profeſſes, really devoid 
of all true religion, who ſhews no pity to his friend in ad- 
verſity. The van then muſt be interpreted a/oqui, otherwiſe, 
as it ſometimes ſignifies; inſtead of but, which it more fre- 
quently denotes. This is true in fact, but the uſual ſenſe, 
moſt probably Job's meaning, and that he is referring ta 
Eliphaz's intimations in the foregoing diſcourſe, that he was 
guilty of ſome ſecret wickedneſs and groſs enormity ; and 
his ſtrong efforts to bring him openly to confeſs it: which he 
takes extremely unkind. IP „ > 

The following lines expreſs the ſenſe in part, may help to 
check the inſolence of wealth, and way entertain the gener- 


ous humane reader. 


There is a ſacred reverence due to miſery 
Scorn to inſult the wretched —— 


—  —__ 


Great ſouls with generous pity melt. 
Both ſacred and profane authors expreſs heavy affliction. 
dau and 


94 


Sxcr. 10. ſery, that gives it an un- ould be brewed fron 


w 


A ParaPHRaSE on the 


 ——— doubted right to mercy : the bis friend ; but be 


Job vi. 14 


forſaketh the fear of 


* undone and wretched expect i 
this debt, from the en 9 
fellowſhip of human nature; 
what overflowings of the ten- 
dereſt compaſſion, may dil- 
treſſed virtue promiſe itſelf 
from a ſincere friendſhip ? 

How can you then depart 
from theſe maxims, and ſuſ- 
pect, what no man had ever 
any room to do, viz. the 
truth and integrity of my 
piety and virtue? Do not you 
rempt me to renounce my re- 

I: gious - principles by thus 
queſtioning them ? or do not 
you demonſtrate your own 


want of the nobleſt branch of 


L 


religion, by ſhewing no hu— 
manity or charity? 


But how low a degree of 15. My brethren 1 


friendſhip, or how irregular a have dealt deceit 


_ = [ 


and the depth of adverſity, by terms borrowed from metals 
that diſſolve in the furnace, or wax that melteth by the fire; 
literally it is, to him that is Iiguiſiad, di alved, melted down, 
ch. xxx 22. Pf. cvii. 26. Xxil. 14. Jai. xiii. 7. And the 
Heathen poet, 


Sic mea perpetuis /quefixnt pectora curis, 
Ignibus admotis ut neva cera ſolet. 
Ovid. 


* This is a moſt elegant ſtriking repreſentation of the in- 
ſtability and ſtrange mutability of human affections; ver) 
few: look upon their molt virtuous friends, with — — 

unalter 


1 


l 


ed from 
but he 
fear of 


. 


he in · 
; very 
+ ſame 


tered 


Book of Jos. 


8.5 


fully as a brook, and one, and what unſteadineſs and Ser. 10. 


as the ſtreams of 
brooks they paſs a- 
way: 


ſtrange prevarication do I fi 
among my acquaintance; an 
to what more properly can I 
compare them, than to the 
ſudden riſe, and violent ſwell 
of lakes or rivers, and their 
as haſty and precipitate fall 
and decline ? By their con- 
flux and torrent, they promiſe 
inexhauſtible ſupplies of re- 
freſhing element, but they are 


tranſitory, and do not antwer 


men's expectation. 

From different cauſes both 
their quantity, and even form 
and colour are uncertain, and 
rr fluctuating; one 


16. Which are 
blackiſh by reaſon of 
the ice, and wherein 
the ſnow is hid. 


3 while 


unaltered eye of generous and ſteady regard, whether under 
the frowns or ſmiles of capricious fortune, The general - 
lity, it is plain from numberleſs inſtances, do not: whom 
he compares to inconſtant brooks, by means of deſcending 
rains overflowing in winter, but dry in ſummer. Thus moit 
friends are to an exceſs obliging while favours are mutual, 
and there is no more than ordinary occaſion for them ; but 
in extreme neceſſity, when their help is moſt loudly called 
for, ſhun, ſcarce know, and baſely deſert them, for whom 
lately they profeſſed an entire eſteem. The ſimile is natu- 
ral, and worked up with the utmoſt beauty and energy. 
Schultens obſerves, that the Arabs uſually compare a treacher- 
ous friend to a ſudden torrent, or land- flood, and hence ſay 
I put no truft in the flowing of thy torrent: and, O torrent 
thy flowing ſubfides, So the Latin and Englip poets, 


Donec eris fælix multos numerabis amicos, 
Nemo ad amiſſas ibit amicus opes. 


I call'd to all my friends, but they were gone ; 
Friendſhip grows cold when poverty comes on. 


qe} = 


d vi. 15. 


16 


86 


SECE..10, while clear and tranſparent, 
another turbid and muddy; 


Job vi. 16 


17 


18 


a a great drought and ſcarcity of water. Judab mourneth, and 


A Par ATHRASE on the 


' uſually moveable and fluid; 
but, when turnedtoice, ſtiffand 
torpid, taking a duſky black 
hue, and diſcolauring as well 
as abſorbing the whiteſt ſnow. 
They do not continue long 17. What time 
in this congealed rigid ſtate, the) 7 wax warn, 
before a milder air ſeparates, it Is hot, they an 
warmer weather agitates, and conſumed out of theit 
a growing heat and ſultrineſs place. 
of ſeaſon quickly diſpatches 
them from their wonted chan- 


nels, „ 4 


They are ſoon loſt in the 18. = The paths 
rapidity and irregularity of their ways are pen 
— ; | | their ide: 


There is a different rendering of this, which I preſume 
is rather valuable for its peculiar elegance than real ſolidity: 
it is however taken from the Syriac, and ſupported by the 
authority of ſome Few writers. Inſtead of wax warn 
they interpret Zarab, by friguit, coarctus eft, viz. In tempor: 
guo frigeſcunt, five. coarctantur evaneſcunt : that is, almoſt in 
one and the ſame moment of time, they are cold and hot, free! 
and thaw, roar in loud torrents, and ſilently glide awway, The 
ſentiment is ingenious and pretty, and the truth thereof every 
day experienced from unſtable ſelfiſi men, who, like flies, bak 
in the warm ſun of another's proſperity, but, in the inſtant of 
bis change of circumſtances, are all gone. The prophet J. 
remiab, ch. xiv. 2, 3. probably had this paſſage in view, for 
the moſt material thoughts are the ſame, in his deſcription of 


the gates thereof languiſh. The ery of Jeruſalem is gone up. 
Their nobles have ſent their little ones to the waters ; they came 10 
the pit, and found no water, they returned with their weſſels 
2 : they were aſhamed and confounded, and covered their 
eads . | 

z Schultens refers this paſſage to the bands of travellers, 
who, whether for paſturage or merchandize, wandering - 
| ec 
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Boot of Jo B. 


aſide: they go to no- their winding vaſt courſes » SECT. 10. 
Job vi. 18. 


thing and periſh. and by means of the thirſty 
earth and ſcorching ſun eya- 
porate, or are exhauſted. 
19. The troops of The trayelling companies 
Tema looked, the of merchants, or wandering 
companies of Sheba unſettled people, from Tema 
waited for them, and Sheba, fully expected, on 
the banks of theſe overflowing 
lakes or rivers, to pitch their 
tents, to unload their buys 
thens, and find there a com- 
modious harbour far reſt, and 

abundant refreſhment, 
20. They were The greater their depen- 


19 


20 


coufaunded, becauſe dance, the more vexatious 


they had hoped 3 proved their diſappointment : 

they came thither . th 2 . | II th 2 
and were aſhamed, upon their arrival, all their 
flattering hopes appeared vain 
illuſion : they were in the ut- 
moſt conſternation and real 
confuſion ; neither could they 
account for ſo ſudden and 

5 aſtoniſhing a change. 

21. For now E You cannot but perceive 
are nothing : ye ſce where this emblem is pointed, 
„ | and 
the yaſt deſart, and quite ſpent with fatiguing journies and 
parching thirſt, : had left their proper road to follow the 
water-courſe, had loſt themſelves, and perhaps deſpaired 
and died. His reaſons do not appear ſatisfactory, nor the 
travellers properly introduced, to perfect the ſimile, antece- 
dent to the next verſe. 7 „ 1 Baca 
The application is natural and ſpirited : they had uſed 
ſounding words, and promiſed great things ; they performed 
nothing. The ſenſe comes to the ſame, whether the reading 
be N. To und, nibil, nothing, of no we or value, or 5 

| f 


21 


9 ; 
38 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Srer. 10. and how exactly it tallies to my caſting down, and 


Job vi. 21 


. 


your own character and be- e afraid. 
haviour: whatever we were 
all in the heights of proſpe- 


rity, it is plain you are no- 


thing, nor able to afford the 
leaſt relief or conſolation un- 
der a change of circumſtances. 
Adverſity only ſo alters, at- 
frights, and confounds you, 
that either you have not judg- 
ment left to diſcern that I am 
the ſame perſon, or not cou- 
rage enough to appear in an 


-.: honeſt man's vindication. 


And whether it be the one 22. Did I ſay 
or the other of theſe, I may 960 2 * 
fairly conclude, that if you of your ſubſtance ? 
had any fafts to produce to 
my diſadvantage, they would 
' 4 | #3T ; be 


3 a r 1 

the thing, the wery, tarrent, and deceitful brook itſelf. The 
learned Hebrician, Mudge, has it, you ſee my heart-broken 
condition, that needs the thearing of friends, and you fland aloef, 


and are afraid to come near me. 


among the Orientali, of 2 their viſits or ad- 


propriety, as it is the laſt thing a generous mind would have 


recourſe to: it was abſolutely neceſſary, when it was done, 
to vindicate himſelf. 
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23. Or deliver me 


from the enemies 


hand? or redeem 


me from the hand 
of the mighty ? 


24. Teach me, 
and I will hold my 
tongue: and cauſe 
me to underſtand 
wherein I have erred. 


25. How forcible 
are right words ! but 
00 what 


Book of Jon. 


be in the higheſt degree ag- Sec. 10. 
Job vi.22, 


gravated; and if I had re- 
queſted any favours or pre- 
ſents, they would have been 
utterly denied me. 
However uſual it be for 
opulent and powerful friends, 
at no ſmall expence, where 
they profeſs a regard, to ſhew 
liberality and munificence, to 
pay down the price of their 
deliverance when taken cap- 
tive; or interpoſe by force of 
arms to recover them from 
oppreſſion and thraldom, 
mine, I may be pretty cer- 
tain, are not of this ſort. 
But knowledge and pro- 


found wiſdom you pretend 


to, produce ſomething that 
ſhews this, and I will be 
ſilent and all attention: fur- 
ther, as to my errors and 
tranſgreſſions, which you al- 
lege, but do not prove; only 
ſupport a fact, or exhibit a 
ſingle inſtance, beſide the in- 
firmities common to all men, 
ſo as to convince me wherein 
I am guilty, and I will im- 
mediately ſubmit, and moſt 
humbly confeſs it. 

How convincing and per- 
ſuaſive are ſolid plain argu- 
„ ments, 


© The Chaldee Paraphraſe renders, how ſweet are the words. 
of the juſt, and let bim that is ft of you ts reprove, hy 


23 


24 


25 


90 


and proceeding from conſiſtent ing reprove? 


A PaRAPHRASE on the 
Sxcn. 10. ments, directly to the point, what doth your argu- 


Job vi. a5. ; eas and candid minds] hut 
what ſgnify general declama - 
tory ſpeeches, or uncharitable 
raſh-cenfures ? 
Can you eſteem labaured 


26 


7 


long diſcourſes, made up of 
words or ſentences that are 


nothing at all to the purpaſe, 
adapted to my caſe, and Jikely 
to aſſuage my intenſe miſery ; 
are they praper to ſet againſt 
that energy af ſpeech, which 
flows directly from the inward 
ſenſe of the acuteſt pain? ra- 
ther are they not meer tri- 
.- fling with grief, and infulting 
wretchedneſs? ; 

And: what acts of tyranny 
or iniquity will he boggle at, Whelm thefatherlefs, 


- 


ho 


26. Do ye imagine 
to reprove words, 


and the ſpeeches of 


one that is deſperate, 
Which are as wind ? 


27. A Vea, ye overs 


ml a dil and 


which in the language of the-New'Teſtament would be, — 
Ke that is wvithout fin among jou, let him firſt caſt a flone — 
St. Toby xiy. 7. The LAX, inſtead pf forcible, read trifiing, 
deſpicable words — and interpret how wain and frivolous 
ſeem the words of one who is true ? The ſenſe of the origi- 
nal is — what' firength and wright is there in words, that 
really direct and yield inflruftion ? but what argues or fignifes, 
that chiding and declaiming- which, phoceeds from you ? 

4 The Late ra — ub vrrtere nitimini amicum veflrum, 


1 I $..4 3s 4 
you endeavour to 


ubwert your friend: and ſome underſtand 


tic ru, not of digging, but of feafing and revelling, The 
* . radix fighifies to provide, male ready, prepare, as It is ap- 
plied to wells, pits, /epulchres,, catching auild beat, nating 
proviſion. for a feaſt — and the means of dung miſchief ; the 
laſt ſeems here intended, and moſt probably ta endeavour it 


IMA 


a pit or avell, 
much abound 


dl mol pou 
ed wh theſe 


not in the original,) 
Which bars been 
ſuppoſed 
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Book of Jo B. 


and you dig a pit for who is capable of ſuch a pro- S807. 10. 


your friend. cedure ? the orphans patri- 
mony is not ſecure in his 

hands, nor his friend's life 

ſafe, if in his power to de- 

ſtroy it: there is nothing to 

hinder him from going the 

utmoſt lengths of injuſtice and 

barbarity. re 

28, © Now there- For your Own ſakes, and 
fore 1 for mine, I beſeech you take 
Ce ren this wiſe refolution, ſtrictly 
hee. to accommodate your talk to 
the caſe in hand; or utter 

nothing but what is proper 

for you to ſpeak, and me to 

hear: I hang out no falſe co- 

lours; look full in my face, you 

ſee a true man: look on your 


Job vi. a3. 


28 


own, and reflect within your- 


ſelves, whether it be nat utterly 
improbable, that I ſhould deal 
in 


| ſuppoſed greatly to have contributed to their independency 


and ſecurity, Diodorus Siculus mentions their wells: and 
though theſe deſcendants of {/zae/ cannot be ſaid never to 
have been conquered, for Pompey, Trajan, and Severus were 
too potent for them : yet none of their conquerors have ex- 
tirpatad or ſubdued them. Vid. Dio. J. xviii. J. xxv. J. xxxvi. 
in _—_ Theodbs. p. 849. Ed Leunclav. Plut. in Pom. Amm. 
cel. 

e Some ſuppoſe the manner of arraignments at the bar of 

publick juſtice here alluded to, in which the criminal and 


his accuſers were to meet face to face, and look full at one 


another; if any circumſtance could be gathered from thence 
that might help to acquit or convict him. There is no 
doubt of ſuch a cuſtom, but whether of equal antiquity 
with the early age of Jeb, may not be ſo ealy, certainly to 
determine, 77 


92 


— Pmmunne 
Job vi. 29. 


30 


A PARAPTHRASE on the 


Sect. 10. in ſubtlety, or in any reſpect 


deceive you. | 

Return, I beſeech you, to 29. f Return, I 
a more ſedate and impartial 44 let — 
way of thinking, and retract run — * * 
your premature judgment and teouſacls is in it. 
perverſe conſtructions: do not 
take every thing by the 
worſt handle, nor account for 
my ſufferings from criminal 
cauſes: let it not be iniquity, 
either ſecret or publick, that 
has brought all this evil upon 
me : again and again recol- 
lect yourſelves, and conſider 
matters moſt deliberately, be- 
fore you diveſt a man of his 
innocence, and charge me with 
crimes I am perfectly clear of. 

My expreſſions have been 30. * Is there ini- 
open and unreſerved : what quity in my —_— 
can you tax them with, or ern perverſe ching 
what juſt law have they con- 
tradicted? can you ſay, that 


* 


f As if they were taking leave without ſaying any thing 


further, and going off confirmed in their opinion: the pa- 
tient man recalls them with the moſt graceful modeſty and 
pathetick tenderneſs: return, &c. Let it not be iniguity — yea 
return again, there may be righteouſneſs in me : at leaſt make. 


another trial, before you fully determine there is not. N 
s The moving pathos and perfect propriety of this conclu- 


fion are equally admirable; which is the temper and principle 


of every man of integrity, he declares that—ſhould his tongue 
utter what was not right and juſt, the only reaſon would be, 


becauſe he did not judge right, could not think juſtly — 


but could he not really diſtinguiſh in the plaineſt caſe in the 
world, <iz. his own actions, character and integrity ? 
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Book of Jor. 1 


I am incapable of diſtinguiſn- Ser. 10. 
ing betwixt right and wrong, Job vi. 36. 
or that my moral judgment is 2 
vitiated and perverted? 


HAF. . AL 


By ſeveral very natural and ſtriking ſimilitudes Job 
farther repreſents his misfortunes and calamities. 
He bewails himſelf in pathetic moving ſtrains. 
He expoſtulates; and ſolicits a ſpeedy releaſe, or 
ſome ſmall reſpite, previous to his dying, or this 

releaſe happening in the ordinary courſe of things. 
Ver. 1, to the end, 


Jos Vil. 1. Jos Vil. I. 
a I. there not an S there not a certain and Sscr. 11, 


inted time : j — 
6 determinate portion of 
| | time ob vii. 1. 
9 | 


d The original ſignifies, @ regular attendance, an orderly 
diſcharge of duty : and, in ſome few places, the time allotted, 
or particular ſeaſon preſcribed for theſe : it is likewiſe fre. 
quently applied to military affairs — an army of diſciplined 
troops : to wars and battles : and denotes the terms of en- 
liſtment, the condition of ſervice. The fimile has great 
ſtrength and propriety in it — the ſoldier reaſonably expects 
his pay and diſcharge, according to the terms of his en- 
litment ; his ſtation having hard ſervice and the greateſt 
hazards belonging to it. Is not this man's condition ? and, 
if he be faithful, may he not hope for a recompence ? Do 
not the following lines elegantly illuſtrate this affecting 
paſſage ? | 


Wait thou with patience, till the circling hours 

Shall bring the time of thy appointed reſt, 

And lay thee down in death. The hireling thus 
With labour drudges out the painful day, FO 


94 | 
SECT. 11. time, aſſigned by the laws of 
Job Providence, to comprize in it 
J VII. 1. 


A PARATHRASE on the 


the life of mortal man, with 
whatever concerns it? are not 
his days of labour and pa- 
tience, like thoſe of an hire- 
ling, fixed and limited to a 
definite number? 

As the lengthening ſhades, 
and evening refreſhingbreezes, 
are ardently wiſhed for by the 
laborious vaſſal, to remit his 
toil, and repoſe his weary limbs; 
and as the induſtrious hireling 
has a fixed eye to, and impa- 
tient expectation of the product 
and recompence of his inceſſant 
care and arduous pains: 

So may I ſolicit, I hope 
without offending, a more 
| welcome 


to man upon earth ? 
are not his days alſo 
like the days of an 
hireling ? 


2. As a | ſervant 
earneſtly deſireth the 
ſhadow, and as an 
hireling looketh for 
the reward of his 
work: 


3. 80 am 1 made 
to poſſeſs months of 
vanity, 


And often looks, with long expecting eyes, 
To ſee the ſhadows riſe ; and be diſmiſs'd. 


Fix'd is the day when mis'ry will be paſt, 
The utmoſt time our. faculties can laſt. 
As longs the ſlave for ſleep's refreſhing bow'r, - 
As hizelings ſigh for night's rewarding hour, 
7 vchile vain months protract this painful breath, 
ong harraſs d virtue feeks repoſe in dea. 


1 The difference betwixt a ſervant and an Birelisg, in 


antient times, moſt probably was, that the former had been 


taken in war, or bought with money ; the latter ſet a value 
on his time and labour: hence one ſeems to have nothing 
more in view than reſt ; the other looked for his wages. 
A ſervant: labouring in t 


1 
* 


gaßpes, pants 7 * cos / refreſping Jade, is an interpretation 
the words will | 


ar, but hardly expreſſes the full meaning. 


beat of . the fan earneſtly deferes, - 
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welcome deliverance from the Ser. 11. 


x yanity, and weari · 
ſome nights are ap- 
pointed me. 


4. When I lie 
down I ſay, when 
ſhall I ariſe, and the 
night be gone ? and 
I am full of toſſings 
to and fro unto the 
dawning of the day. 


5. My fleſh is 
clothed with worms 
and clods of duſt, my 
ſkin is broken and 
become loathſome. 


heavier preſſures of affliction 
and 1 entailed on me; 
ſince even the nights, that 
yield others relaxation, to me 
continue the round of fatigue 
and anxiety, 5 

If there be any ſenſible dif- 
ference, my nights are moſt 
tedious and diltreſsful ; in- 
deed my wakeful grief, teaz- 
ing pain, and perpetual change 
of poſture for very anguiſh; 
make me wiſh them the ſhort- 
eſt meaſures. | "bn 

The whole, once curious 
machine, my animated body, 
now more reſembles a livid 
dead corpſe, or carcaſs in the 
poſſeſſion of devouring in- 
ſes ; nothing remains but a 


ghaſtly deformity, and uni- 


*The original denotes pain and miſery, as well as empri- 


verſal 


neſs, infignifieancy or vanity ; and poſſeſſes intimates, theſe were 


a nd of inheritance left, or eſtate entailed upon him: but 
misfortunes and calamities have inherited me, is a form of 
ſpeech, as Schulten, obſerves, peculiar to the Arabs, As 
likewiſe, when time is applied to affliction, to uſe the term 
months, not, in ordinary, days, which, in our language, would 
anſwer better to nights, | 

| Literally it is, if 7 Hall lie down and ſay, when Hall I 
ariſe ® then he extends the evening, and 1 am full of agita- 


tions and toffitits, even unto the datum of the day. The mean- 
ing is, his miſery was conſtant and uninterrupted; without 
the leaſt intermiffion or ceſſation. For a parallel place, and 


2 deſcription of heightened troubles, ſee Dent. Xxviil. 65, 


Ce. 


95 


— 
Jab vii. 3. 


95 A PARAPHRASE on: the 


Szcr. 11. verſal tendency to diſſolution 

ad putrefaction. 

Job vi. No weaver's ſhuttle moves 
and returns ſo quick and con- 
ſtant to the end of his labour, 
as do my days of grief and 

in ſucceed one another; 

neither have I any ground to 

hope for abatement or mitiga- 
tion, till my life is ended. 

7 Oh that it might be recol- 
lected, and moſt ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, how precarious and 
momentary a good this life is: 
and yet what conſequences fol- 
low, and advantages are gone, 
abſolutely, and beyond a poſ- 
| ſibility 


and. life ended. 


Some think 70 ſhould have infe 
and uncertainty of life, how patient and reſigned he ought 
to be; but is not his reaſoning, that a condition of being 
ſubjected naturally to ſo much yanity and uncertainty, ſhould. 
not moreoyer have extraordinary calamities annexed to it; 
but matters ſuffered to proceed in their uſual courſe ? 


6. My days are 
ſwifter than a weav- 
er's ſhuttle, and are 
” ſpent without hope. 


7. 1 O Remember 
that my life is wind: 
mine eye ſhall no 
more ſee good. 


= 4b, Ezra, S. Farchi, Bochart, and others, reckon this 
verſe beginning with a metaphor ſhould end with one ; 
and inſtead of ſpent, or worn away without hope, render the 
words Vail, or are cut off at the end of the thread or woof ; 
and beth, they either ſuppoſe written inſtead of caph, the 
note of ſimilitude, by ſome negligent tranſcriber, or to be 
the ſame here in fignification. To be ſpent without hope of 
their long continuing, and to be certainly cut off at the end of 
the thread or woof, makes no material difference in the ſenſe; 
— only the latter ſeems to add to the beauty and perfection 
of the alluſion ; the weaver's ſhuttle is in quick and con- 
tinual motion, till the working up of his piece, and cutting 
it out of the loom; but my ſucceſſive miſerable days are 
much faſter weaving me up, till the whole ſhall be finiſhed, 


red, from the brevity 


= a@ s 0 


8. The eye of him 
that hath ſeen me 
ſhall ſee me no more : 


thine eyes are upon. - 


me and I am not. 


9. As the cloud is 
conſumed, and va- 
niſheth away : ſo he 
that goeth down to 


the o grave ſhall come 


up no more. 


10. He ſhall re- 
turn no more to his 
houſe, neither ſhall 


his place know him 


any more. 


Boot of 'J 0's. 


97 


Ability of retrieving, lapſedsror. 11. 


and gone, when it is once de- 
Pons WO 


eyes, as well as his who is ut- 
terly deprived by it of all ſen- 
ſation, they ſhall never more 
behold him with pleaſure, eſ- 
teem or deſire. O thou un- 
ſleeping eye of Heaven and 
Providence, if thou fix one 
frown upon me — 1 inſtantly: 
wither, decay and die. 


As the thickening cloud in- g 


its quickeſt diſperſion,” or the 
condenſed "'vapours in their 


haſty diſcharge, by deſcend- 
ing rain, moulded hail, or -' 


fleecy ſnow; fo unexpected 
and ſudden, frequently, is 
man's diſſolution: his deſcent 
into the grave, and paſſage 
to the inviſible regions, haps 
pen upon the ſhorteſt notice, 
but he never returns. 

All earthly relations and 


connections, ſituations and cir- 
cumſtances, he has. taken a 
bn e err of: thoſe ſta: 


* NL both fonifies the grave, And ants moſt cm- 
monly the ſame with hades in the Greet, or the inviſible ſtate 
and region of departed ſpirits, neither does it appear from 
any part of this work, that Fob doubted another life, and 
2 great variety in which, a APN he en his fir 


perſuaſion thereof, 
Vox. I. 


HI tions; 


— — 
Job Vil, 7. 
As if death cloſed all men's 1 


9 


A PaRAPHB ASR on the 


Sor. Hf. tions, per ſons or places, that 


—A— 
Job vii. 


LY 


10. 


were moſt familiar to him, 
may mourn his loſs, but ſhall 


never more be his property, 


ir 


nor enjoy his preſence and ac · 


quaintance. 5 
lf theſe glogmy ſcenes be 
my only ſad relief from un- 
deſeryed and extraordinary ca- 
lamities, with the heavieſt re- 
proaches, I ſhall not impoſe 
—_ upon myſelf, ſmother 
t 


attempt to ſuppreſs thoſe Juſt 


and bitter complaints, which 


would force their way againſt 


all oppoſition. e gs 
Ihis liberty, Think, gage 
not to be denied me, unlels it 
appested that I ſhould make 
an improper uſe of it; and 
that my paſſions tranſported 
me, as ſwelling waves; or my 
afflicdions had transformed me 


into a downright monſter; 


4 


e violent inward hęat, nor 


— 
— 


11. 7 Therefore I 
will not refrain my 
mouth, I will ſpeak 
in the anguiſh of my 
ſpirit, I will com- 
plain in the bitter. 
neſs of my ſoul. 


12. Am Ia fea, or 
q a whale, that thou 


ſetteſt a watch over 
me. ; 


. gem. ani, viciſim ge, etiam ego, in, my turn J, or 1 ade; inti- 


r Noldius and Sehultens inſtead: of thersfare. 1, 7 render 


mating that Feb thought he might take his turn of 
- rendered here, moreover, nevertheleſs, 


of fince this i the cg. The meaning ſeems to be, I maſt 


Perhaps it might beſt 


peaking. 


e'er 


long ſubmit to this fate, and I will ſtrenuouſi aſſert my right, 
and defend my integrity while I ara living. - 


. 


4 By the word tam the learned: Bachart underfands, not 
the dragon or. whale, becauſe it hath.ngither feet nor ſcales, 
liveth not in rivers, is not encompaſſed hy nets, nor taken 


with a hook; but the crocodile, 


Vid. Boch. De Animal. J. i. 


> Book of Jon: 9 
indeed banks might be raiſed Sxer. 11, 
to keep me within compaſs, T 
or guards ſet to prevent my Jo Bi 
doing miſchief. 1 

I have recourſe to all the 13 


13. When I ſay, 


my bed ſhall comfort 
me, my couch ſhall 
r eaſe my complaint: 


14. Then thou 
ſcareſt me with 
dreams, and terri- 
fieſt me through vi- 
ſions, 


ordinary means of refreſhment 


or alleviation : I expect, on 


my bed in quiet ſlumbers, to 
forget a while my griefs ; 
and, reclined on my eaſy 
couch, to beguile the ſenſe of 
Pain. | | 55 

But I do not find it ſo; 
my reſt is interrupted with 
irregular andconfuſed dreams, 
and my imagination haunted 
and diſturbed with ſtrange vi- 
ſionary objects, hideous fan- 
cies, and the wildeſt horrors. 


14 


. my To that degree that they rg 
s Alt . * . i 
ling, and death S make me weary of living : I 


ther than my life. 


16. Lloath its I 
would not live al- 
way: 


ſhould really prefer to it ſome 


- incurable malady, or even an 
untimely cruel death, 


I am throughly ſurfeited 
with what has already been 
H 2 allotted 


t There is ſomething elegant and poetic in the literal in · 
terpretation of ji ſa be fichi, as if his bed too part, hmpa- 
thized, or complained with him complaining. | 


{ * Strangling ; machanah : Schultens renders ſuffocatian, or 
F Aer breath, ſuch as the Arabs ſtyle al-chouak, vix. a 
8 diſeaſe in the throat obſtructing or ſtopping the breath, ſo 
not as to hinder it from reaching the lungs and the heart: liter- 
cales, ally, my breath igſeif chuſeth to be flopped, and my bones chafe 
aken death, : 

1, * Chappelowy ſeems to think, that magfti will admit the 


ſame conſtruction with maſaſii, as appears by comparing 
N Ver, 


16 


oo 
Sser. 11:allotted me of this ſordid deſ- 


A ParRaPuRaAst on the 


way : let me alone, 


Job vi, Picable life : ceaſe your cruel for my days are va- 
Job v nity. 
16. Perſecutions: my days, I hope, 
are haſting to an end; and 
that nothing will -retard or 
prevent their ſpeedieſt flight, 
for they are empty of all ſa- 
tisfaction, and full of miſery. 

17 - O- moſt tremendous Ma- 17. What is man, 
jelty, forgive my unfeigned that thou ſhouldit 
wonder, that an all- perfect 2 _ ro 
Deity ſhould render one of fie thins heart © 

pon 
human race ſo conſidera- him : 
ble, as to treat him like an 
enemy! and reduce him ſtill 
lower, whoſe mortal exiſtence, 
aud unnumbered frailties ſuf- 
ficlently humble him. 
18 The condeſcenſion is ini 18. And that thou 


nitely beneath my peerleſs 
Sovereign, to contend with 


ſhouldſt viſit him e- 
very morning, and 
try him every mo- 
ment ? RF 


one who can make no reſiſ.- 
tance 3 


ver. 5 of this Gas : inſtead of / Thigh, he d read, 
1- am ready to be difolved, I cannot live; or let me not hoot. 
In this interpretation the terms are truly plaintive and 
moving; but, with the ingenious Langhorn, we muſt ſay, 


"Ys - man be e and as man he mourn d. off 
The radix is ND. which ſignifies, to refuſe a thing with 
contempt, to reject auith diſdain, as not 'aworth acteptance :* it 
ſhould therefore, I think, be rendered, I mbft heartily deſpiſe 
Life upon ſuch terms as at preſent I poſſeſs it. The following 
verles are refered in the paraphraſe, as Job ſeems to have 
intended them, particularly to his own caſe ; though they 
might be general expreſſions concerning an univerſal provi- 
dence, in common uſe at that time, as well as | lance * 
record in other parts of ſeripture. | 


” 


wha 


0. 


19. How long wilt 
thou not depart from 
me, nor let me alone 
till * I ſwallow down 
my ſpittle ? 


* 


* 


20, and 21. I have 
ſinned, what ſhall I 
do unto thee, O thou 
Preſerver of men ? 
why haſt thou ſet me 
as a mark againſt 
thee, ſo that I am a 
burden to-* myſelf ? 

and 
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tance ; to be ſevere upon himSzer. 10. 


who is not capable of ſtanding 
the teſt of a rigorous juſtice; 
and never ceaſe trying, with 
inconceivable tortures, a weak 
and helpleſs man. 


— — 
Job vii. 


18. a 


Indulge me, in the utmoſt 19 


humility to aſk, why thy diſ- 
leaſure is ſo hot ? when it 
will abate ? or whether I am 
to expect the leaſt reſpite, or 
a continual increaſe to the laſt 
moment of my almoſt ex- 
hauſted and miſerable being ? 
But O thou moſt exact and 
unerring Judge of what is, 
and what ought to be in every 
heart; if in this, or in any 
other reſpect I have gone too 
far, and been out of my ſphere, 
let me truſt thy mercy; though 
'Big . ud 


u Schultens interprets this „ allow me ſo much time of reſpite, 


as while a perſon lets the ſaliva go down : and it is a proverb 
with the Arabs, let me froallow down my ſpittle; i. e. reſt 
after my fatigue. And Harireus, in his narratives ſtyled a/- 
makamah, the aſſembly or faciety, gives an inſtance of a per- 
ſon, who, when earneſtly requeſted to give an account of 
his travels, anſwered, with ſome impatience, let me fawallow 
down my ſpittle, for my journey hath fatigued me. Another is ſaid 
to make this quick return to one who uſed the ſame form 
of expreſſion, that, if he pleaſed, be might fevallow down the 
Tigris and Euphrates. 

* According to the correction of the Hebrew ſcribes it ſhould 
be read, and the original text was, Yaleca, à burden to thee, 
and not, Yalai, to my/etf :* but the Fewi/h critics are known 


0 have taken great libe rties, and ſeveral of the molt leaned | 
1 i , | ' 5 b 


20, 21. 


202 „ PARAPTHRASE on the 
SECT, 11.] am no fuch wicked and un- and why doſt thou 


Toa godly wreteh as theſe men —— 1 
20, 21. imagine me to be, [for thou May mine iniquity ? 


knoweſt the upri htneſs of, for now ſhall I ſleep 
my heart,] yet I acknowledge in the duſt, and thou 
myſelf a ſinner, and humble md ig, me 1 the 
myſelf under thy affliting got be. * 
3 hand; renouncing every faul 2 2 
and error I may have been 

guilty of, whether known ot 

unknown. Let my repentance 

and confeſſion then prevail 

with thee for pardon ; and 

take- away this heavy load of 

_ evils from me, and thereby 

remove the cauſe of thoſe 

ſuſpicions which my friends 

have entertained againft- me. 

For now, if I expire under 

thy rod, their ſuſpicions are 
confirmed, and my character 

entirely ſtained beyond redreſs, 

| And ſhouldſt thou ſeek me 

* in tbe morning, (the uſual 
hour of judicature, ) to judge 
between me and my friends, 
behold, I am not. The de- 
termination comes too late. 
When I am dead and gone, 
there will be no convincing 
them of the raſhneſs of their 
FOES cenſures 


of chat people have condemned them for it. The latter 
| part of the paraphraſe of theſe two verſes is taken from 
| E interpretation ſeems very expreſſive, plain 


* 
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cenſures z which, as they aroſt SzcT-1 1. 
from the dreadful evils which 8 
they ſee me ſuffer, can only be 20% — 


removed by a viſible removal 
of thoſe evils. F 


CHAP, VIII. SECT. XII. 


Bildad the Shuhite reſumes and enlarges on the ar- 
gument againſt Job. Notwithſtanding all his 
© Þroteſtations of innocence and piety, he aſſures him 
_ there was no medium in ibe affair, but either he 
nuft acknowledge his own guilt, or charge the 
Almighty with unrighteouſneſs. That miſery was 
a natural conſequence, and infallible token of wick- 
edneſs. That this truth was eſtabliſhed both by 
ancient tradition and univerſal experience. He 
therefore concludes, that both Job, and eſpecially 
bis children, had deſerved what they ſuffered ; 
"and, as ever be defred proſperity, ze muf renounce 
bis evil courſes. Then, but nat till then, it might 
be reaſonably hoped, Providente would interpoſe 
fur his deliverante and ſafety. Ver. 1, to the 
Jos viii. 1, 2. Ir 
1 15 : , Bu. 51 DAD the Shubite un- Sgr. 12. 
2ad the Shuhite ande dertakes to refute the fore .. 
ſaid: how long wilt going vindication, and en- Job vii. 
r 8 


In compariſon with Zophar, who was impetuous, fierce 
and violent in his temper, Bilad may be reckoned grave, 
ſedate and ſententious ; yet the manner of his introduttion is 
irregular and abrupt, and ſomewhat ſudden and paſſionate. 


- * 
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/ 


A.ParxaPnrasr on the 


$zet; te:ſarges' to the following pur - thon * ſpeak. theſs 
— 


Jod viii. 
1 * 2. 


la ſettling the moſt impious 


en nor? * 0 the Poet, 


from the multiplicity 3 
of inſignificant words, where- mouth be like a ſtrong 
with you ſtun our ears, and wind ? 
the ſtrong emphaſis you' lay 
upon every frivolous ſentence, 
it ſeems as if you deſigned to 
carry your point by a tedious 
prolixity, vehement paſſion, 
or obſtinate ugpielding . 
tention. 1 | | 
But what does your com- 3. * Doth God 


| plaining tend to? or where | pervert judgment ? 


will this clamorous defence of r — 
your own innocence end, but Pert! | 


ſhocking « charges, even upon. 
the tremendous. matchleſs So- 
E vereign ? 
. n 4% 

»The em . el ä hiough not always, 
denotes, talk as in common couderſation, words of courſe that will 
not bear a ftrict examination and Bildad ſeems retorting - 
Fob his charge againſt Elipbax. Our tranflators have ad 
end how lang Gall, and be like for which there is no neceſ- 
fity. The Hebrew is ſufficiently expreſſive, and literally is 
— How long will you ſay theſe things? as a ſtrong wind are 
the words of your mouth. Similar to Cicero's introduction of 
his oration againſt. Catiline. Quouſgue tandem payer Catilina 


by 


LG — — N05 tanta fuperbo 
ug ſonas ore, et Puja turbine perflas 
3 aures. | 
Sil. Bal. l. xi. 581, Sophoc, in Ele. 611, 


The Cha/dee paraphraſe renders, dath God ſubvert judg- 
mont, or the' Almighty corrupt juftice ? as do the LXX, The 
terms ſeem forenſic, and the dreadful corruption alluded to is 
— When the wicked are treated in courts of * ieature as if 2 
deere righteous, and vice verſa, | 


Dd mv © Dr 
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of bop vereign ? And have you anySEcT.12, 


reaſonable ground ? Is it poſ- oh 
fible, that the all · perfect Ga ys 
vernor of the univerſe, ſhould 
violate his own eternal and 
unchanging laws of truth and 
equity ? And the ſupreme in 
power have the leaſt tempta- 
tion to exerciſe that, power in 
his judgments and diſpenſa- 
tions, after an arbitrary, un- 
juſt, and tyrannical manner? 
4. » Tf thy chil- The ſuppoſal is not more 
dren have ſinned a. impious and wicked, than it 

— "yn is 


» Chappeloww propoſes to read, inſtead of if, becauſe : and, 
in the room of and, therefore; as is done Ezeh. xxxv. 6. 
The inſtances wherein the conditional particle ſignifies be- 
cauſe are ſo very few, that it is rather to be underſtood in its 
uſual ſenſe, for /, if % be, /ince, perhaps, as. This would 
make that a poſitive aſſertion, [that they actually were caſt 
away, flricken, ſuffered to fall ; (from the Arabic, he had 
armed himſelf, pointed his feword, ſent out his weapons j literally 
by the hand of their tranſpreſſions or prewarications.] which is 
indeed implied, but which no juſt man, ſurely, would dare 
to avouch, and declare as an indubitable fact, unleſs he had 
the cleareſt proof for it. For though, as Peters obſerves, 
many pious parents have had but untoward children, it does 
not appear from the hiſtory that this was Job's caſe : yet 
that the loſs of ſo many children at once muſt needs fit up- 
permoſt in his thoughts, and be accounted by him as the 
greateſt of his calamities, is what no fond parent, I believe, 
will queſtion. Bildad here offers at ſomething to check his 
complaints upon this head; though, like the reſt of the ad- 
vice thoſe miſerable comforters gave him, it rather had a ten · 
gency to increaſe his ſorrows. Pet. Crit. Dif. 4to. p. 56. 
The meaning is the ſame, more directly expreſſed, that 
Eliphaz had more figuratively, and under different alluſions, 
infinuated ;\ that if either he or his houſe and family — 

6 6h +} been 
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A PARAPRRN ABR on the 


Szor. 12. is abſurd and extravagant. gainſt him, and he 
gut it is eaſily accounted for, have caſt them away 


Job viii. 4 


that your once proſperous and ork _ tranſgret- 


flouriſhing family is now rutn- 
ed and extinct : that your 
children, taking evil courſes, 
ſuffered; and, perſiſting in 
them, were overwhelmed with 
a ſudden and terrible deſtruc- 
tion. ; 
Neither can any other ex- If thou wouldſt 
pedierit be purſued to avail in feck unto God be- 
your own caſe, but an imme- fAm% and make thy 
diate application to the Al. Almighty . 
mighty; religiouſly worſhip- | 
ping his adorable attributes; 
devoting yourſelf entirely to 
his ſervice and obedience; and 
with all lowlineſs and humt- 
lity ſubmitting to his goverii-. 
ment and authority, 

+ Jong 


been innocent, ſudden and utter deſtruction had never be- 
fallen them; at leaſt not with fuch extraordinary eircum . 
ſtances; therefore, inſtead of expoſtulating and remonſtrat- 


ing, he ſhould, as an humble ſuppliant, with earneſt intrea- 


ties, implore the divine mercy and favour. Schulte reckons 
Hiſlads defign was not ſo much promiſing Job, on che terms 
of humbling himſelf, better fortune; as convineing him 
by inferences of ſome certain truth and general dectrige, 
and of neglecting or violating the laws of God and virtue. 
The ingenious and learned profeſſor aggravates, ſometimes, 
both Fob's words and thoſe of his friends. Indeed the fa- 
ther Houbigant may have been tes ſevere upon him, for his 
performance is a valuable one: = His fiery criticifm wants 
frequently to be ctiticized upon by men of cooler infagina- 


tions, and ſometimes he refines a little beyohd- the gefluine 
ſimplicity, and plain honeſt meanings of earlier ages. 


% 
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6. If thou mow 
and uprig t, 
fach now he would 
awake for thee, and 
make the habitation 
of thy righteouſneſs 


proſperous. 


7. Though thy be- 
ginning was © ſmall, 
yet thy latter end 
ſhould greatly en- 
creaſe, 


8. For d enquire, 
I pray thee, of che 
former 


— 
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You cannot be without the Ser. 12, 


fulleſt aſſurance of this plain 
truth in your own underſtand- 
ing; that nothing can be want- 


ing beſides renouncing all hy- 
pocriſy and inſincetity; and 


practiſing an undifſembled 
truth and virtue, to obtain 
heaven's immediate protec- 
tion; to have all your miſe- 


ries removed; and enjoy the 


molt diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of 
a kind Providence. 


It matters not to how ne- > 


ceſſitous and diſtreſſed a con- 
dition you are reduced, at the 
preciſe time when this event 
takes place; it will ſpeedily 
produce the moſt ſurprizing 
difference, and greateſt health 
and plenty; and though you; 
and every body elſe, came na- 
ked into the world, yet, in- 
ſtead of languiſhing away in 
ſorrow the deeline of life, your 
latter end ſhould be remarka- 
ble for peace, joy and triumph. 


If you are in any doubt of 3 


this, you may eaſily be ſatiſ- 
. bed, 


e Scbpeltens, from the Arabic, ſuppoſes one term to denote 
that he had ſcurce a hair or feather ; the other, that they were 


thick. fot, or eatly abounding . | | ; 
4h wow: chan once or twice appears in this work, how 


Feat 4 ſtreſs was laid 


the authority of the ancients, 
and the knowled ge 1 them from their long-lived 
| | forefathers ; | 


— 


Job viii. 6. 
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— 
Job viii. 8 


A PaRAPTRHRASE on the 
Secr. 12. fied, by only having recourſe former age, and pre. 


pare thyſelf to the 
to the age that went before Pe. 2 


you; neither can the leaſt dif- chers. 
ficulty remain, if you ſtill ny 


farther enlarge your inquiries 


authority; neither do we aſ- 
ſume to ourſelves any extra- 


(and be properly qualified with 
abilities and impartiality for 
making them) to remoter pe- 
Tiods, and the accounts tranſ- 
mitted from men of ripeſt 
judgment, and of the earlieſt 
antiquity. Bo 
You do not ſeem to rely 9. (For we are 


much on our experience and but of yeſterday, and 
know nothing, be- 


cauſe our days upon 
| earth are a ſhadow.) 
ordinary degree of wiſdom or Abe's 
underſtanding : in the few and 
tranſient days of one man's 
whole life, do his utmoſt, the 
labours of his mind muſt be 


confined to a few, objects, and 


the effects of them take in but 
a very inconſiderable compaſs 


of truth and knowledge. 
5 Their 


forefathers; neither need we conſider the following verſe, 
with Chappelow, as a ſatyrical irony, nor with Schultent, as 
a bold hyperbole, but as a ou matter of fact, that there 
could no compariſon be well made, betwixt the intellectual 
progreſs and large experience of mankind, when their lon- 
gevity extended to near a thouſand years, and when the 
common ſtandard was not one ſixth part of that number; 


for Job ſeems to have lived after the flood, when the periods 


were much abreviated, and were gradually ſhortening. ; but 
probably before they were fixed to, and generally terminated 


in, three ſeore and ten years, © 17 965 
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10. Shalbnot Gay Their ſtudied leſſons of re- Ster. 12. 


. teach thee, and tell ligious inſtruction, and well 57 
| thee, and utter © digeſted obſervations concern- Jeb YE 
words out of their 8 10. 


hearts ? ing the government of Provi- 
dence ; have both the ſolideſt 
foundation, and come with 
the greateſt weight of autho- 
rity ': they cannot but either 
inform and convince, or at 
eaſt ſilence and make you 
aſhamed. 

11. fCan the rum Their ſimilitudes taken from 11 
grow , up without natural things, and applied to 
mire ? can the ag moral, afford the moſt de- 
grow without water? 1; htful and beneficial reflec- 

tions : the original ſource of 
your calamities, and the cer- 
tain ground of their continu- 
ance, being evidently no other 
than your defect of virtue, 
you ſee elegantly illuſtrated in 
the following one. Can the 
ruſn, or paper reed, ſpring 
up to any height, unleſs it be 
planted in marſhy lands? and 
can the ſedge, or red graſs, 


grow 
rſe, e By millim ſeems denoted, inſtructive ſayings, ſentences of 
as conſeguence, as contradiſtinguiſned from words of courſe. 
ere Theſe ſeem to be antient proverbial expreſſions borrowed 
tual from natural things, founded on obſervation, and are agree- 
on- able to the known laws of vegetation and natural philoſo- 
the phy; as Boyle, Newton, Derham, &c. have abundantly proved 
er 3 by inconteſtible experiments. The rb, or papyrus, proba- 
iods bly was that plant growing in the fens of Egypt, or native 
but of the banks of the Mie, whereof the inhabitants are ſaid 


in antient times to have made paper. 
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A PAR ArHRASE on the - 


SsCT. 12. grow and fpuriſh in adry and 


—— 
Jab viii. 


Tz, 


205 --- 


14 


barren ſoil ? 
There needs not the 2 12. Whilſt it js yet 
hand ta pluck, nor the mow- in his greenneſß, and 
not cut down, it wi. 


er's ſcythe to cut them down ; thereth before any o- 
drain their moiſure, or ſupply ther herb. 
them not duly with. ſhowers 


or ſprings ; they decay of 


courſe, they ſoon languiſh and 


die, 
In like manner it is with 13. So are the 
the worldly -greatneſs of an meg YC _ 
get e hy- 
ungodly wicked man; even poerite's. hope ſhall 
os moſt formal pretender to periſh, 
hes gin? without any truth 
reality; his moſt. pro- 
miſe ing hopes, and aſpiring ſe- 
cular views ſhall certainly all 


a: him. PE Wis | 

e may pleaſe an 14. £ Whoſe hope 

himſelf with ee and and ſhall be cut off, Few 
ſtypiclity, Wnole 


8 Literally tranſlated the expreſſion i is ſtrengthened i in this 
latter verſe, for it is, his h 12 Hall cut off, quite tire, diſguſt, 
, hath and abominate that is, he Hall be quite jich 
of, or beartil heath the thing which be hopes for, or places hit 
configence in, for it ſhall bes no better than he ſecurity of the 
ſpider, Thus infidels, that is, in the. ſenſe of 44 Arabs, 
thoſe who do not believe in Mabomet, eſpecially chriſtians, 
are compared, lcor. cb. xxix. 41. to a ſpider, which pre- 
areth aw houſe; but verily, it is there ſaid; a fpider's 
hoaſe, did they but know it, is the weakeſt of - houſes. 
The . — remarkable, and the Avalic, for this manner 
of exprefiion.— thus a. country well watered, is f. the 
e a treaſury, the houſe of riches, 
us in 


The LEY canſate; bs hall ler eb gre i, 
which, in che uſunl — of | poping ems fu bene 
WI 


” TF=A Yew wv © - = RE” * 


4 
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whoſe truſt ſhall be a idity, but, notwithſtand- Ster. 12. 
ſpider's web. m5 40 his ſelt-canfidence and Joan 
= fond preſumption, he has not 14. 
nd the ſubſtantial graund-work 
i- of conſiſtent good principles; 
15 nor any better ſecurity from 
his hypocriſy, for his dreams 
of des than the ſpider 
has defence from danger in 
the weakelt threads of its de- 
he luſive art. 
of 15. He ſhall lean The fagacious inſect may 15 
A upon his houſe, but truſt to, and even enwrap and 
it ſhall 3 By bury itſelf within its curious 
1 — web; but it is not more artifi- 
cial and ſubtle, than it is brit- 
tle and tender: thus thediſſem- 
bling hypocrite may depend 
Eno 4 upon an extreme ſa- 
pe Ea gacity, immenſe wealth, and 
id | powertul conneftions ; but 
N ey will of courſe fail, for 
are nor oh of them able 
, 16, He is green bay another emblem, ſup- 16 
> _ ihe _ _ poſe him not only 1552 z but, 
1 b branch ſhocteth 2s to temporal antages, 
e while proſperous and 
3 „ ſucceſsful; like a garden plant 
de . | well 
8 


r Ah the condruttion, and materials of modem buildings. 
1 But Gufſetivs's rendering of this paſſage is worthy of obſer. 
g. ſerration. O circa quod inſanit res oft cujus eum peſfea 

tedebit. The very object far which he is mad with impa- 
t, tient defige, is the thing whereat he is afterwards moſt weary, 
5 or ſooneſt: ſurſeited with, | | 


" 
[i 
* 
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" Sx6t. 12. well watered, ſituated in the 
= b viii. 


7 


19 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


richeſt ſoil, and ſo as to re- 
ceive the ſun's benigneſt in- 
fluences ; and plenteouſly ſend: 
forth its ſpreading branches. 

As to all human appear- 
ance he may be beyond the 
redch of danger, misfortune 
or adverſity ; thus the roots 
of this growing thickening 
tree, may ſtrike deep in the 
gravelly earth, intertwine with 
one another, and wreath round 
the hardy rock, ſo as to pro- 
miſe ſtability, and even per- 
petuity. 

But nochithitanding his 
proſperity, ſtrength and ſplen- 
dour, the avenging hand of 
Providence has ſmitten. and 
utterly deſtroyed him; juſt as 
the n vegetable, or 
flouriſ lant has been 
blaſted —*＋ exrirpared from 
its place, as if it had never 
been fixed there. 

This proves the certain 


final 2225 of all the advan- 


tage 


i Heath, if he could have ſupported it, 8 enough 
to the deſign, renders this paſſage, they" are extended along the 


17. Þ His roots are 
wrapped about the 
heap, and he ſeeth 
the place of ſtones, 


18. If he defiroy 
him from his place, 
then it ſhall deny 


him, ſaying, I have 


not ſeen thee. 


T * * 1 


4 & 


1s the joy of his way, 
and 


allies, like trees by the banks of a river, like the: . tree 
which Jehovah planted, like the cedars nigh the avatars: for 
whkch he quotes Num. xxiv. 6. and Efth. i. 5, 

i Chappelow ſuppoſes a tranſpoſition” or hypallage here, 
and that the natural rendering is, the away of his. joy ;: as. 


Fuag. 


2 S2 2 © . 2 · ay eds A ww Ay C «a 
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and out of the earth tage or proſperity the vile hy- Ster. 12. 


ſhall others grow. pocrite propoſes ro himſelf, 


from his impious and aban- 
doned practice ; his thus 
mocking God and man: hav- 
ing a while cumbered the 
ground, he 1s cut down, that 
a new ſucceſſion, and wiſer 
generation may come in his 
room. 
20, Behold, God Upon the whole, the ſo- 
will not caſt away 2 vereign Lord, and great Di- 


_ — . rector of all events and affairs, 
doers. has a peculiar and diſtinguiſh- 
| ing regard in the diſpenſa- 


tions of his Providence, to 


Judg. i. 18. the Hebrew is, caf! the city into the fire, inſtead 
of fire into the city : and Amos v. 16, the Hebrew is, they 
ſhall call mourning to ſuch as are ſeilful lamentation, inſtead 
of they ſhall call ſuch as are tilful of lamentation to mourning « 
But the expreſſion does not ſeem improper, and is the more 
ſtinging and ſatyrical in its.natural and moſt obvious inter- 
pretation — this is the joy, all the ſhort-lived pleaſure, and 
| deſpicable poor ſatisfaction they ſhall ever have, of their 
impious ways, their vicious courſes. There is another ren- 
dering, by Heath, from the Arabic, of the word tranſlated 
jy, detraxit, by conturbavit de via, but neither this nor the 
other ſeem neceſſary to have recourſe to: and ſuch an idiom, 
or common phraſe, is to be found in moſt languages. A ju- 
dicious critic reckons, the wicked are deſcribed by the ruſh 
in a dry ſoil ; the good under that of a vine in a garden: 
and that this appears moſt evidently in the application, wer. 


ſupport the vine : but, at wer. 18, the vine or plant hap- 
pens to be deſſroyed; which, I fear, will prove an unfur- 


height and ſtrength to be got over. 


20, 21, 22 ; the place of ſtones being a firm ſtone wall to 


mountable difficulty ; if he pleaſes, a wall of too much 


Job viii. 
19. 


20 


Vol. I. | I the - 
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Sgr. 12. the actions and characters of 


— end 


Job viii. 


20. 


A PaRA⁰RHRASR on the 


mankind ; never rejecting or 
abandoning thoſe to wretch- 
edneſs, whoſe affections and 
converſations are religiouſly 
devoted to his honour and. 


| ſervice : nor, on the other 


hand, ever encouraging the 


: obſtinately and impenitently 


21 


22 


vicious and wicked, to hope 
for his favour; or expect the 
leaſt relief from him in their 


greateſt extremities. 


If you are a truly upright 21. Till he fill thy 
and ſincere man, never doubt * mouth with laugh. 
it, but, inſtead of long be- feigen lips with 
wailing your misfortunes after 88 
this diſconſolate manner, you 
ſhall very ſpeedily have occa- 
ſion to mile with the higheſt 


pleaſure, and-rejaice in tranſ- 


port and triumph, 
And as to. your enemies: 1 They th 
and perſecutors, who in words hate thee ſhall be 


| clothed with ſhame: 
or actions have expreſſed an — F 


undue malignity, inſult, or de . place of the wie 
| riſion, " 2 7 


* Parallel e ſee Eſal. xlvii. 1, exxvi. 2. 

This concluſion ſeems conformable to a ſentiment oft the. 
antients, and law-of the Hebrews, Deut. xix. 16—19., con- 
cerning the uniſhment of falſe witneſs; and to in ates 
that thoſe 1. had charged 7 with hypocriſy, e. 
clared all his ſufferings the deſeryed pumſhment thereof, 
if he was not guilty, ought themſelves to ſuffer in. 1 5 
manner as he ſhould have done, for their unjuſt procedure 
but it is implicitly ſuppoſed there was no great danger, for 
his compleat overthrow was abundant proof what had been 
his practice. 
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ed ſhall come to riſion, they ſhall be obliged Ser. 12. 


nought, to retract their errors, and re- 
view their iniquity with ſhame 
and confuſion ; nay, the hei- 
nous offence ſhall not be a- 
toned for, but with their own 
deſtruction, and that of their 
whole houſe and family. 


CHAP. IX. SECT. XIII. 


Job anſwers, by readily aſſenting to all, and more 
than both Eliphaz and Bildad had expreſſed, 
reſpeing the juſtice, omnipotence, and wiſdom of 
the ſupreme Being; and man's comparative im- 
perfection. He inſtances in ſome wonderful diſ- 
plays of Providence. He acknowledges, that he 
is not exempt from common failings ;, and that, 
on their account, he ought to be humble and ſub- 
miſſive; but not that he is an ungodly wicked man: 
and that the former alone, he apprebends, called 
not down, as juſtly due to ibem, uncommon and ex- 
traordinary diſpenſations of affliftion and ſeverity, 
in the judgment of God, whatever they might do 
in that of man. However, their tremendous Au- 
thor ſeemed infinitely above exhibiting, in this world, 


bis reaſons, or admitting reſponſes from, even the 


moſt regular and virtuous of mankind, Ver. 1 
| —1 8. Cs 


Jon IX. 1, 2. Jos ix. I, 2, 


Job viii. 
22. 


er e FO B, greatly concerned $:cr. 133. 


is is fo of 


| truth ; ſo unjuſt and invidious a light, 


1 2 to 


matters ſhould appear i 


Job ix. 1, 
2. ; 
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SECT. 16. 


Jab ix. 1, 
2. 
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to Bildad and his other friends; truth; * but how 
and even his honeſt vindica- N be juſt 
tion be ſo widely miſtaken 5 | 
endeavours, in what follows, 

to give them clearer concep- 

tions. In ſo plain a caſe you 

want neither extraordinary re- 

velation, nor antient experi- 


ence, molt fully todemonſtrate; 


for (if it was the queſtion) no- 
body, of common underſtand- 
ing, would ever heſitate at 
grantivg ; that a fallible frail 


creature is not ſinleſs and per- 


fect in his obedience : nor is 

it poſſible he ſhould be con- 

ſcious of ſuch righteouſneſs, 

as to be able throughly, and 

upon the foot of innocence, 

to defend himſelf before the 

ſupreme tribunal of divine 

Juſtice. LIT, 
To controvert matters there, 3. * If he wil 

with any pretence or appear- ©9ntend with him, le 
2 cannot 


m Both ZCliphax and Bildad had miſtaken the caſe ; which 
was neither as the former ſuggeſts, is man more juſt than God ? 
nor as the latter, doth God pervert judgment; The queſtion 
was not, whether the Almighty rewarded the good, apd 


puniſhed the evil and wicked? but plainly this, whether 70 


was an hypocrite or not ? 

a Literally it is, as Chappelow obſerves, ſi bene. placitam 
Faerit illi ad litem cumillo; if be ſhall be diſpoſed, inclined, or 
pleaſed, for litigation or contention with him. The ſenſe he 
reckons ſtronger, God will not anſwer him. But may not 
the meaning more probably be, that every word of the 
Almighty would be bo powerful and full of conviction, ens 

12 i nothing 


. er 
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cannot anſwer him, ance of competition, equality, 


one of a thouſand. or ſtrict equity, would be to the 
. laſt degree prepoſterous: and 
any thing like the conteſts and 

oppoſitions of this world, in 
their uſual management, if 

poſſible, would be neceſſarily 

attended with inſuperable dif- 

ficulties, and everlaſting dan- 

ger. 5 

4. He is wiſe in The debates of mankind 
heart, and mighty in are, in ordinary, on account 
_ I _ of their power or wiſdom ; 
gainſt him, and hath And terminated as one or other 
proſpered ? proves to have a ſuperiority 
of theſe : but above, and be- 

yond the reach of any crea- 
ture, even an infallible wiſ- 


SECT. 13. 


— — 
Job ix. 3. 


dom, an unbounded know- 


ledge, and an omnipotent ir- 
reſiſtible power, are eſſential 
to, and inſeparable from God: 
was there ever a fool-hardy 
wretch who oppoſed him and 
ſucceeded ? or that contra- 
dicted his will and law, and 
at the ſame time long en- 

I Joyed 


2 needed to be anſwered, or could properly be replied. 
As Job was vexed and teaſed with diſcourſes, anſwers, and 
rejoinders from his friends. 

here is an elegant quick turn in theſe words, eſpecially 
if they be read as a parentheſis. Hardened is borrowed from 
metals beaten, or hammered into one entire ſolid piece: figuratively, 
a temper of mind which is refrafory, unmanageable, obſtinate, 


that = extreme perplexity and vexation to him who has it 
8 


to / 


— 
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Sgr. 13. joyed himſelf in peace and 


Job ix. 5. 


proſperity ? _ 
There is not, in this diſ- ;. Which remoy: 
mal caſe of wilful and incor- eth the mountains, 


rigible diſobedience, ſo much wich Heeren 


as a poſſibility of ſecurity ; them in his anger, 
nor can the greateſt and 
mightieſt of our race avoid 


the terrible effects of his juſt 


. 


diſpleaſure: with infinite eaſe, 
by a ſudden ſubverſion, and 
without any previous tokens, 
notwithſtanding their ſolid 
foundation and prodigious 
bulk, he is able, whenever he 
will, to remove mountains 
from their ſtrongeſt baſes, ſplit 
their firmeſt coalition, and le- 
vel, or utterly overſet them. RET 
The whole maſly globe of 6. Which ſhaketh 
earth he can throw into vio- the earth out of its 
lent commotions, and dread- — and the pillar 
: creef tremble. 
ful convulſions ; make its ſta- 
bility and fixedneſs entirely 
fail, and every thing hurry it 
on to confuſion, chaos, and 


deſtruction. 
ö The 


P It is common for poetry, in order to ſpirit and animate 
deſcription, to give life, an 


mity of theſe paſſages, hardly hy tranſlation can hide: 


-eth 
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ue er, _ The heavens, with the Sgr. 13, 
mandetn the jun an - —— 
ir nech not; and Breater light which rules the 5 


aleth up the ſtars, day, and the leſſer the night, 
x EY are equally ſubject to $7, 
minion, and abſolute juriſdic- 
tion; ſo that he can ſtop their 
ordinary courſes, or ſuſpend 
their uſual influences ; inter- 
cept their light, and, with a 
word or nod, ſtamp.on them 
total and gloomy darkneſs. 
8. Which alone His authority, moreover, 
ſpreadeth out the extends ſo far as to enlarge or 


heavens, and tread- 
eth upon the waves contract, as a tent Or cover- 


of che fon. ing, the atmoſphere, ſpecious 
ſky, or capacious vaſt hea- 

vens : the waters likewiſe, 

whether collected to clouds 

in the air, or to ſeas on this 

earth, are under his abſolute 

I 4 direction; 


4 The judicious and learned Peters very pertinently ob- 
ſerves, there is no occaſion to ſuppoſe this ſpoken prolepti- 
cally, and alluding to the Egyptian darkneſs which ſhould 
be; nor indeed to imply a miracle; clouds being frequently 
thrown over the ſun and ſtars : or, as Pindar, in that beau- 
tiful fragment preſerved by Clemens Alexandrinus, remarks, 
as an inftance of the power of God, that he can, when he 
will, bring light out of darkneſs, or throw a cloud over the 
brighteſt day. Crit. Diſſ. Ito. p. 30. Vid. Æſcbin. Prom. 
Vinc, 349. Hom. Odhſſ. i. 49. Herod. iv. 184. | 

Perhaps the whole paſſage may be borrowed from ſome 
early tradition concerniug the univerſal deluge, and the 
grand images beſt ſuit that important revolution. The fall 
of angels, the creation of the world, and its deſtruftion by 
a flood, are fats that, I apprehend, may be very fairly traced 
in this book, as well known at the time it was penned, 
Others more obſcurely, and many, which have been ſup- 
poſed contained in it, not at all. 
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Szcr. 13. direction; and their moſt im- 


Job ix, 


9 


>” petuous waves ſubject to his 


immediate controul, THER 

Effects, from the ſame 9. Which maketh 
cauſe, and under the ſame au- Arcturus, Orion, and 
thority, wherever their ſitua- 2 — — 
tions be, and whatever their South. 


reſpective dimenſions, are the 


| ſingle fixed ſtars, the revolv- 


10 


ing planets with their trains, 

and the various glittering con- 

ſtellations. | 
There is no adequately con- 10. Which doth 


ceiving, with the utmoſt — —— 
ſtretch of an human under- CT ads 


ſtanding, of the unnumbered ber. 
diſplays of his almighty power 


In 


r What fixed ſtars, or aſſemblages of planetary orbs, are 
commonly underſtood by theſe names in our language, is 
well known ; but theſe being of late invention, compared 
to the Hebrew words, it is not ſo eaſy to ſettle their preciſe 
meaning; and whatever the radix's ſignify, ſome uncer- 
tainty will remain as to their proper application. Schultens 
interprets yah, tranſlated Arcturus, of the North Pole, with 
the ſtars that encompaſs it; and Cef/ as referring to the 


Northern colder conſtellations. C:mah, expreſſed by Pleiades, 


as intimating thoſe warmer conftellations that diverge to the 
South. Theſe three, which at proper times and ſeaſons are 
viſible, are oppoſed to the laſt words of the verſe, chadre 
zheman, the chambers of the South, or right-hand ; that part 
of the world which inclines to the South — the ſame with 
the hemiſphere which is hid from us, whoſe ſtars never ap- 
Pear to us, but are ſhut up, as it were, in conclaves and pe- 
netralia. See Chapp. and Schult. in loc. 

Natural philoſophy and aſtronomy were plainly ſtudied 
by the antients ; but how far, ſo early as Job, an opinion 


N of the influences they had on human affairs does 


et fo plainly appear, 


h 
d 


th 
d- 
n- 
Ne 


11. Lo he goeth 
by me, and J fee 
him not ; he paſſeth 
on alſo, but I per- 
ceive him not. 


12. Behold, he tak- 
eth away, who can 
hinder him ? who 
will ſay unto him, 
what doeſt thou ? 


13. If God will 
not withdraw his an- 
ger, the proud help- 
ers do ſtoop under 
him, 


Book of Jos. 


in this viſible creation; much Secr. 13. 
— —— 
Job ix. io. 


leſs can it enlarge to thoſe 
boundleſs productions of teem- 
ing nature, that are inviſible, 
full of wonder, and yet can 
only be admired in ſilence. 


I may truly eſteem myſelf, 11 


in ſome ſort, an inſtance of 
this incomprehenſible, inviſi- 
ble, and unſearchable proce- 
dure. The ſtrokes are ſen- 
ſibly felt; and I am both ſud- 


denly ſurpriſed, and wholly 


ſurrounded with diſtreſſes: 
and yet, in your way of argu- 


ing, I am as much at a loſs 


to account for, as to guard 
againſt them, | 

At the ſame time, I am 
perfectly clear in my opinion, 
or perſuaſion of the divine ab- 
ſolute right, in all the works 
of his hands, as in his reſiſt- 


pendent beings cannot with- 
ſtand the one, and they are 
not over curiouſly to pry into, 
nor preſumptuouſly determine 
about the other. | 

Further, that under his diſ- 


pleaſure, and ſo long as he 


does not ſuſpend, what you 
eſteem, his dreadful execu- 
tions, or withdraw his aveng- 
ing arm; there is no poſſibi- 
lity of relief or ſuccour —_ 

tne 


12 


leſs power: creatures and de- 


13 
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Szcr. 13. the moſt powerful human con- 


nections or alliances; all man- 


Job ix. 13. kind muſt confeſs their utter 


14 


15 


inability, muſt yield and bow. | 

The height of folly and 14. * Hbw much 
abſurdity, as well as unpar- leſs ſhall I anſwer 
donable inſolence, then it bim, ne ng out 
would be, in ſo miſerable and in him "uo * 
defpicable an object as I am, 
deſtitute of any friends, that 
do not diſtreſs and cenſure 


me; and weighed down with 


calamities; to meditate any 
other reply, beſides modeſtly 
aſſerting my own integrity, 
to the harſheſt language of 
his Providence. | 
If my cauſe was moſt ma- 15. t Whom, tho 
nifeſtly no other than that of I were righteous, 
| juſtice, would 


* This, and the two following verſes, ſeem to be taken 
from courts of judicature : Job had, in grand images, treated 
upon the divine omnipotence, — wiſdom, inviſi- 
bility, and abſolute independency, as what the moſt power- 
ful of creatures muſt ſubmit to, and ſtoop under ; he infers 
Boau much 44% ſhall I anſwer, if brought to a trial? The 
learned Chappelow would tranſlate, how much more muſt I 
ſtoop ? and put a freſh interrogation upon anſwer, Cc. 
Hew much more ſhould 1? then proceed, all J anſwer 
bim ? 

t Was he ever fo innocent, Mudge interprets, he wwould not 
guflify himſelf agaluſi ſo much power and wiſdom : for who 
would venture to diſpute ( Favorinus ſaid, with one that 
was maſter of thirty legions) but Jeb ſays, with one that 
was able to let looſe all nature upon him. The upright and 
pou man, in my humble opinion, always both retains 

is piety, and argues to the point: and if ever any ſenti- 


ments appear bordering on an unbecoming levity, they are 
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would I not anſwer, Juſtice, and my own heart de- dcr. 13. 
but I would make clared, well done, concerning 
lupplication to my every ſtep of my paſt life - 
judge. : IS | - 
yet there is a difference, and 
h an awful diſtance to be ob- 
ſerved, betwixt the infinite 
Majeſty of an eternal Judge, 
and the frail condition of a de- 
ent creature; and I ſhould 
only, in the humbleſt manner, 
requeſt, that my character 
might be cleared, and all men 
convinced, who now doubt it 
on account of my ſufferings, 
| that I am a ſincere perſon, 
16, If Thad cal And however earneſt and 16 
led, and he had conſtant my addreſſes and ſup- 
— 9 plications had been on this 
that he had heark- head, they are, it is plain, not 
ened unto my voice. to be reckoned, heard, or re- 
garded, ſo long as there ap- 
pears no alteration in my ex- 
ternal circumſtances. 
17. For he u break · Iéſhall always be eſteemed 157 
del with a nen a wicked man, fo long as I 
= wounds hour 3 miſerable — and 
cauſe, every inſtance of dire adver- 


of ſity 


> = 
1 


either the miſtaken principles of his friends, which he is 
expoſing; or interpreters have not attended to the preciſe 
meaning of the oriental idioms. 

u Chappelow propoſes to render, inſtead of for he breaketh, 
though he darkeneth, or covereth me with horror. Montanus's 
verſion favours his tranſlation. But as ſome ſmall alteration 
in the original Hebrew is neceſſary, and the ſenſe does not 
require it, wounds better following breaketh than darkneſs, our 
own verſion may ſtill be adhered to, 
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SECT. 13. ſity as a ſtrong evidence there- 

of. But, though my afflic- 

Jo . 17 tions are multiplied, and the 
dreadful ſcene fills me with 
horror and aſtoniſhment; tho? 
I never will think unworthily 
of the Almighty, yet I can- 
not charge myſelf with thoſe 
provocations, and enormous 
crimes, which my friends ſug- 
geſt, muſt have been com- 
mitted, and do render me de- 
ſerving of ſo high a degree of 
reſentment and ſeverity. 

18 His afflicting heavy hand _ 28. He will not 
affords me no reſpite, nor the pou annoy my 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion of with . "= 
grievous ills, the leaſt time 
for reflection or conſideration: 
and as to any vindication of 
my virtue before men, the 
ſcenes of compleat wretched- 
neſs are too conſpicuous a 
check, and render me too of- 
fenſive and deteſtable a ſpec- 
tacle for them to admit of it, 


SECT, 


judgment, who ſhall 
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Job proceeds, enlarging upon the divine matchleſs 


greatneſs : and bewailing his own inability, not-. 


withſtanding his avowed conſcious ſincerity and in- 
tegrity, to defend himſelf in oppoſition to the cenſures 
of his friends, ariſing from the judgments be had 


met with, He declares theſe judgments, or adverſe 


Providences, promiſcuous ; and, in themſelves, no 
certain and deciſive proofs, that the unhappy ſuf- 


ferers were wicked and deſerving of them. That 


the vileſt of mankind proſpered ; and thoſe exalted 
to the moſt important ſtations, even judges of the 
earth, were corrupt and biaſſed. He returns 10 
deplore and lament his own tranſient wretched life. 


He farther vindicates himſelf ,, and declares bis 


miſeries were the only cauſes, why be could not 
give full ſatisfaction, to all impartial judges, of 
his truth” and rigbteouſneſs. Ver. 19, to the 
end. va . 


Jon ix. 19. f Jos ix. 19. 


: FF I freak of 
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firength, lo he HE abilities and en-$zer. 14. 


1 
| 


* Literally it is, F of frength, lo flrong ; and if of judg- 


ment, who ſhall ſet me a time, or appoint me the time ? They 
ſeem forenſick terms, expreſſed in a conciſe manner, and 
with an apparent dignity, and awful veneration ; as if he 
was, all that was poſſible, endeavouring to come up to the 
ſublimity of the ſubject, at Ieaſt not to depteciate it. 


eee dowments of man, whe- —w— 
- ther of body or mind, im-J9Þix- 19. 

ſet me a time 10 proved to the utmoſt, bear 
lead. no manner of proportion to, 
or 
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Seer. 26 or compariſon with the real 
Joba — ſtrength, and effectual power 
*. 19. f his almighty Maker. It 
would be both vain and ' fruit- 
leſs, and inexpreſſibly fooliſh 
and abſurd to oppoſe, or ſo 
muchas liken any force or vi- 
gour in myſelf, to that Omni- 
potence which extends to every 
proper object of power, or that 
is naturally and morally poſſi- 
ble. And if I was never > ſoli- 
citous,. for an opportunity of 
having mine actions examined, 
by the juſt authority of an open 
and publick judgment; yet 
where, on earth, is there erec- 
ted ſuch a ſolemn court ? or 
who declares the fixed days, 
when ſuch weighty matters are 
decided : 3 N 3 
20 And ſuppoſe ſuch an awful 20. If1j juſtify my 5 
throne was ſettled, and the = own 250 
momentous hour come, when r ene 
my whole heart and life muſt * 2 . 
be ranſacked; ſhould I then . 
have reſolution to ſpeak; and 
rfully convinee, or pleaf. 
ngly perſuade? Though Tami 8 | 
not, as has been ſuggeſted; an | 
infincere diſſembling hypo- | 
crite, yet I am inwardly con- | 
ſcious of: weakneſſes and dę- 
fects enough, to check the 
words that were ready for ut-. 
terance, or damp, the moſt 
unſhaken and intrepid 1 8 
An 
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And if the auguſt tribunal re- Szcr. 14. 


ſembled ſome. earthly ones, 
my honeſt ſelf-defence would 
be reckoned ſpoiled, with a 
criminal ſelf-partiality, and 


my moſt inflexible profeſſions. 


of truth and innocence, only 
the effect of pride and obſti- 


nacy. 
21. Though I were I would make no pretences 


perfect, yet would 1 to an abſolute perfection; I 
not know my ſoul: 


T world deſpiſe my would refer the whole proof 


life, and trial of my foul to him 
| who throughly knows it: ſe- 
cular views, and either hopes 
or fears, as to this temporal 


— =—l 
Job ix. 20. 


21 


ſtate, could have no influence 


in the caſe: and ſurely no 
judgment ought to oblige me 
to reprobate a life moſt re- 


ligiouſly conducted; and tho? 
I was conſcious of no crimes, 


yet confeſs my guiltineſs. 
22. 7 This is one I perſuade myſelf this fur- 


lin, therefore I ſaid ther expreſſion or declaration 


22 would 


v This aſſertion of Job's, as the judicious Peters obſerves, 
is the argument upon which he all along inſiſts, -and plainly 


22 


ſuppoſes, or infers the doctrine of a future ſtate ; otherwiſe. - 
his friends would ſpeak more worthily of God than he did, 


by endeavouring to vindicate his Providence, in the exact 
diſtribution of good and evil dere in this life. The learned 
Few, Maimoni det, puts a ſenſe upon theſe words, which I am 
certain Jo had too juſt and generous ſentiments, of the 
dignity of human nature, ever to think of; wiz. that by 


reaſon of the baſeneſs of the human race, God makes no diſ- 
tinction betwixt the juſt and unjuſt. They are both alike 


deſpicable, and unyorthy the regard of his Providence. Vid. 


Buxt. 8 ranſl, Mor. Newach, p. 400. | 
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ssc. 14. would not offend, becauſe it is #t ; he deſtroyeth the 
8 >; certainly true, and verified in ber and the wick. 
** 22. numbe leſs inſtances; that the © 
adminiſtrations of Providence, 
reſpecting the preſent external 
happineſs or miſery of man- 
Kind, are not founded in, and 
exactly conformable to, their 
religious character and moral 
behaviour; that, as to tem- 
poral proſperity or adverſi- 
ty, there is little or no dif- 
ference made, betwixt one 
man who is devoted to the 
ſtudy and practice of virtue, 
and another who lives in di- 
rect contradiction to its rules; 
they are both liable to diſor- 
ders, misfortunes and calami- 
ties, and often alike actually 
involved, in one common fate 
of danger and adverſity, - 
23 In fudden changes of che 23. If the ſcourge 
courſe of Providence, or at ſlay ſuddenly, he wil 
nl dreadful time, when war, _ at the triabof 
e innocent. 
| peſtilence 


The learned profeſſor Chappelow i interprets jil}fag, from 


the Arabic, as ſignifying — 70 be diſturbed in mind, to be anxious 


and ſolicitous about any thing: hence Job's ſeourge was ſo far 


from occaſioning laugbter, and triumph to the Almighty, 
that jilYag, be was grieved. It was rather an anxiety" to 


him, to impoſe ſo heavy a trial on his innocent ſervant. 
This is undoubtedly true of the moſt benevolent and merei- 
ful Being,” but hardly ſo well accords with the deſign of the 


whole paſfage; which rather, I think, requires to be under- 
ſtood as a"Rrong g figure, or bold metaphor. He will laugh, 
rather it, the ſcourge, will laugh, that is, it will not ſhew 


him any lenity or mercy. The4earned Mucke ſuppoſes 


ſome 


WM © £A ma 
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peſtilence or famine, are 
ſpreading deſolation and mor- 
tality ; ſhould every virtuous 
and good man expect a pecu- 
liar protection, or miracu- 
lous exemption, he would be 
greatly diſappointed; both de- 
ceive and expoſe himſelf by 
ſuch extravagant and unwar- 
rantable expectations; for it 
is what never did, and pro- 
bably never will happen in 

„ ( 
24. The earth is So far from ſuch equal mo- 
given into the hand ral diſtinctions being made, 
of the wicked: he ., | V RH, SOIT; 
covereth the faces of it has frequently appeared, 
the judges thereof; that temporal enjoyments, and 
if not, where, and the greateſt earthly emolu- 
* ments, have fallen into tlie 


ſome of thoſe ſudden mortalities meant by ſcourge, to which 
thoſe hot climates are ſubject, ſo called from the quickneſs 
and ſucceſs of its rotation. And renders — awere a ſcourge 
commiſſioned to give inflantantous death, it would laugh to hear 
complaints of 4 innocent, it would not ſpare them one jot. . 

2 He covereth, 8c. this ſeems to be an ancient idiom, expreſ- 
live of their not ſeeing things in their juſt light; their, as it were, 


nounced a wrong and unjuſt ſentence. It is a beautiful 
lively turn of thought with which this verſe is concluded — 
if it be not ſo, pray, if you can, tell me the place, or Seo me 
the man, Tyrants and corrupt judges are expreſsly men- 
tioned, and, poſſibly, Job's friends indirectly hinted at. Scul- 
tus mentions an ancient cuſtom, poſfibly here, and chap. 


tence upon the guilty, to hide or cover themſelves, with a 
rok — 4 ay being unwilling, evet afterwards, to ſee 


Vol. I. 
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— 
Job ix. 23. 


bud-winking themſelves, of hiding their faces, when they pro- 


Ali, 24, refered to, for judges, when they pronounced ſen- 


hands 


END A PARAPHRASE on the 
„ SECT, 14. hands of ungodly tyrants and 


| 8 oppreſſors; and if ini- 


. quity of the groſſeſt kind have 
not been perpetrated under co- 
lour of juſtice, and in form of 
law; and even judges (ſet over 
men's liberties, properties and 
lives, to protect and defend 
them) been bribed and blind- 
ed; let the contrary be ſhewn, 

and examples produced, . in 
ſupport of their unbiaſſed cha- 
racter, and, impartial admini- 
Nration. . 8 
But whoever poſſeſſes them 
the enjoyments of life are 
tranſient and uncertain; and 
as to myſelf, what ſatisfaction 
can I propoſe from the ſpeedy 


courſe, and different hurrying 


rw 


ſtages, of "my. moſt afflifked* - - 
being? As à meſſenger car- . 
rying intelligence, or eager on 
the diſpatch of buſineſs, makes 
the ſhorteſt tops, and pro. 
ceedeth on his journey; ſo do 
my days ſucceed; depart and 
produce no ſolid pleaſure or 
laſtin — — rather are 
remarkable for diverſified evil, 
licity of their 


{ 
I 


and the mult b 


What more proper compa - 26 
riſoh can 1 exhibit of their fed away 
| conſtant 


"I 


25; Now thy days 
— dee, than 4 

„they flee away; 
they ſee no — 


fo 
Je 
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d ſwift ſhips 3 as the conſtant rapid motion, than Sg r. 14. 
eagle that haſteth to that of the prime ſailer, or 3 
* quick ſhipping, which eaſily ! 1 
part the waves, and, under 
favour of propitious ſtrong 
gales of wind, early arrive at 
their deſtined harbour; or the 
incredible ſpeed of the ſoaring 
eagle, when, with expanded 
wings, and a moſt voracious 
. appetite, he ſłims the air af- 
ter, or; with a fixed eye, darts 
ſuddenly down, upon his 
trembling prey. 


M . If 1 Gay Iwil What is in the power of 2} 
** N 2 man, aſſume never ſo much 
I | | a, courage and reſolution, in my 


K2 ' deplorable 


d Some render hips of defire ; the Chaldte paraphraſe, Gips 
haded with things of valut: and on account of their rich lading, 
a De Dieu thinks, to make the greater haſte for reatlier ſale.. 
The learned Michaelis and Schultens interpret, ſhips built of 
2d, or the papyrus of Nile, and ſuppoſe the river on which they 
probably ſailed, to be at this day called the Ebe, or the Ebbe. 
The ſtrength of the ſenſe appears gradually encreaſing in 
eſe three ſimiles — a news- carrier, whoſe pace is quick 
nd conſtant — tlie ſhips or boats of ann which cut 
de waves, and move with ſtill greater ſpeed — the eagle; 
ich ſoars aloft upon its ſtrong expanded wings, and darts 
donn upon its prey with the utmoſt rapidity and violence. 
[ob ſeems intimating that all memory of his former happi- 
leſs was eraſed from his diſtreſſed mind, almoſt the ſame as 

he had never known it. . 1 | 
* Literally it is — change my counitnance, And comfort ot 
rengthen myſelf : Schultens, renidere faciam vultum  meum; 
ann ſighihes, properly, the face; but, by metonymy, an- 

and „ Joy and ſorrow, I will ſet panai, my face 2 
ju that man : 1. e. I fall be diſpleaſed, and expreſs my 

# * & ' 5 ” * a * 1 wrat s 


e pale 
8 
ky 


* 
s } 
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SsCT. 14. deplorable condition? If I heavineſs, and com. 


determine not, in this gloomy fort myſelf. 
manner, to muſe and think on 

the evils that have befallen 

me, or at leaſt not to appear 

dejected, and trouble others 

with heavy and ſorrowful com- 

plaints, but rouſe chearful 

thoughts, and put on more 

compoſed pleaſant airs. 

They muſt be affected and 28. I am afraid of 
unnatural ; and while the cauſe all my : 8 
of my expoſtulations remain- 1 
ed, or my miſeries were not cent. 
removed, the ſame account 
would be given of them; 
neither would it ever appear 
to my friends, that the Al- 
mighty had not been highly 
provoked by my irregular ac- 
tions, ſo long as he was pleaſ- 

ed to lay upon me ſuch dread- 
ful ſufferings. 


Surely 


wrath, Sc. Lev. xx. 3. and 1 Sam. i. 18. Paneba ſo hajult 
Yod — her countenance [her ſorrow] was no more to lo. 
And Num. vi. 25, 26. The Lord make his face to ſhine upon tht, 
that is, the Lord be favourable to, or make you joyful ad 
happy. | 

| — Sorrows. Among other ſignifications, Patzab, i 
Arabic, as the learned Chappeluav obſerves, is rendered, 
irritate, to provoke — indeed in the Hebrexw it is ſo to 
interpreted, Jai. Ixiii. 10. They wexed his holy ſpirit, Tit 
Targum is, argizu : irritaverunt. Ad iracundiam prov 
wverunt, vag. Lat Pal. lxxviii. 40. How oft jayyatzibumn: 


did they grieve him ? in iram concitaverunt. Vulg. Lat. Tat: 
and LXX, Then it ſhould be rendered, I am afraid of 
my provocations ; for 1 know that, &c, R. Levi explain 
this, indignationes [provecationes] que inihi ſants 
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29: If I be wick= Surely I am a wicked man, Szer. 14. 


ed, why then labour ſince all my friends think fo, Corn 
[in vain and a juſt God has deſervedly Job ix. a9 


aid of 
ws, [ 
1 wilt 
inno- 


puniſhed me; though I again 
do moſt ſolemnly declare it, 
that I bear no remembrance 
or conſciouſneſs thereof; but 
it muſt. be really ſo, ſeeing I 
am treated as if it were; and, 
on account of that treatment, 
all my pretences to innocence 
are fallacious, and all argu- 
ments in my own vindication 

empty air. 
long as the rule of judg- 
* ing of men's lives, and inward 
my hands never f ſo Principles, is by their external 
| clean ; K 3 condition, 


30, and 31. If I 
waſh myſelf with 


30, 31, 


© The Chaldee paraphraſe underſtands this of a poſitive 


declaration, and plenary confeſſion: as if Job had aid, J 
condemn myſelf ; or, I am guilty. He ſeems rather alluding; 
to the charges laid againſt him, with the peremptorineſs of 
them, than to his crimes : neither. does he any where ap- 
= to think himſelf obliged, in a falſe humility, to ac- 
nowledge enormities he had not committed ; but indiſpen- 
fably obliged, all that was in his power, to invalidate his 
friends charges, becauſe they had no ground for them. 
The Chalate paraphraſe takes bor, in the ſenſe of borith, 
for ſope, agreeable to Jer. ii 22. and Mal. iii. 7. Though thou 
waſh thee with nitre, and take thee much fope, &c. — He is like 
a refiner's fire, and like fuller's ſope. Plunging in the ditch, 
ſeems to denote, not as in Pſal. xciv. 13. the place of corrup. 


tion — "the pit of the grave; but only to return his miſery, or 


continue and improve his difireſſes. Had not the author of the 


following lines this paſſage in view ? 


eis the cruel artifice of fate, 
Thus to refine and vary on our woes, 


To raiſe us from deſpair, and give us hopes, | 
Only 
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31. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


condition, and my miſery re- 
mains ; I ſtand no chance, by 
any poſſible juſtifications, to 
purge myſelf : and if I could 
this moment obtain a deliver- 
ance, and thereby clear my 


| Innocence, yet the next, if I 


met with freſh diſaſters, I 
ſhould not be ſpared : where 
there is the greateſt reputed 
crime of adverſity, the beſt 
means of purification, or vin- 
dication do not ſignify, the 


charge ſticks faſt, and the 


42 


perſon is fully concluded to 
be wicked and defiled. 
And what is moſt ſtinging 
and terrible, as well as hope- 
leſs and deſperate in the af- 


fair, is, that theſe calamities 


are eſteemed judgments from 


God; and inflicted as the 
puniſhment of enormities, b 

his immediate vengeance 10 
that the caſe is never to be 
argued, and fully determined, 
by only one of the parties, 


nor 


And 


— Srow-wwater, This muſt be allowed an elegant figure, 
whether it refer to the natural qualities thereof — or the 
application and uſe by way of luſtration — or the civil 
| Purpoſes, when men waſhed their hands in taken of inno- 
cence. The laſt clauſe Fob himſelf beſt interprets, + 


XXix. 13. 


clean; yet ſhalt tho 
plunge me in the 
ditch, and mine own 
clothes ſhall abhot 


me. 


32. For be is not 
a man as I am, that 
I ſhould anſwer him, 
and we ſhould come 
together in judg- 
ment. | | I 


Only to plunge us in the gulph again, 
make os doubly wretched. — 


— > 


the 
hor 


33. Neither is there 
any days- man be- 
twixt us, that might 
lay his hand npon'us 
both, 


30 and 35, Let 


him take his rod a 


way from me, and 
let not his fear terrify 
me, then would 1 
peak and not fear 
bim; s but it is not 


lo with me. 


Book of Jon. 
nor indeed unleſsthe Almighty 
himſelf appeared. If it were 
a fellow-creature I had to con- 
tend with, on a point of right 


or property, we might both 


be preſent in a court of juſtice, 
and the matter be brought 
to ſome ſpeedy iſſue: but it 
is one who is inviſible, and 
tranſcendent in majeſty and 
glory. 

Neither is there any to in- 
terpoſe and mediate the af- 


fair; not a third perſon in 


the whole creation to be ap- 


pealed to, nor a poſſibility of 


obtaining judgment, or afford- 
ing conviction; this ſentiment 
putting it entirely out of my 
power, to urge any thing to 
purpoſe in my own vindica - 
tion. 

What I could moſt ſin- 
cerely deſire as the greateſt 
priviledge, is, that the Al. 
mighty. Being, of his infinite 
compaſſion, would withdraw 
his heavy hand of wrath, un- 
der which I labour, and ter- 
rible fear of an unbounded 
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33 


34, 35. 


K 4 power, 


s Literally, ſed, or quia non ſic ego mecum ; ſome would 
render this, I ould ſpeak and not fear bim; for I am not ja 
in myſelf: that is, I am not the wicked perſon I am repre- 
ſented to be, therefore why ſhould I indulge abje& guilty | 


fears? 
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Sec. 14. power, and more grievous 
L—— miſery, which poſſeſſes my 


Job ix. 3+ foreboding mind; then ſhould 


I openly declare, I am not 
the obnoxious wicked perſon 
my undiſcerning friends ſug · 


35˙ 


3 nor are my ſufferings 


to be laid to the charge of my 
tranſgreſſions. But I am not 
likely to be ſo highly fa- 
youred. N 


Job, ſeeing he could not vindicate his charafer, th 


the convittion or ſatisfaftion of his friends, un- 
leſs he was delivered from the evils they ſo per- 
verſely interpreted; expoſtulates with the Al- 
mighty. He declares life to be @ grievous bur- 
den; and never did the overwhelmed heart, of 4 
moſt miſerable mortal, diftate tenderer pleadings, 
nor a devouter prayer, for à period to be put to 
his troubles ;, or that he might be favoured only 


\ (moſt probably to clear his reputation) with ſome 


ſmall reſpite, before bis final departure. Ver. 1, 
to the end. g 


. Jos x. 1. Is Jos x. 1. ; 
„e Y foul i 
Job x. 1. * probability of the removal 1 weary 


b 75 300079, naletah, it out off, Schultens, from the Habit 


is untinged, di jointed, and the whole fabrick ready to fall 
afunder, I vill leave, &c, ſuffer it to have its free courſe, 


Schulten 
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my 2 — of my heavy load of afflic-Szer. 5. 
my complan tions, nor of an impartial fai 
* = 1 _ trial in this world * truly 
my ſoul. life grows intolerably irkſome 
and grievous to me: I muſt 
therefore be indulged the li- 
berty of reflecting, without 
reſtraint, on the violent ſhocks 
I have met with; and am 
determined to place them in 
- ſuch a light as is conſiſtent 
with truth, and ſuggeſted by 
my own feeling ſtrong ſenſe of 
them. 

2. I will ſay unto Was I ſtanding in my own 2 

God, do not con- right, before the higheſt tri- 


_ bunal, 


Schultens accordingly derives and applies the word to Heeg 
that are left to themſehves, and wander.' The following lines 
are a ſtrong picture of riſing exceſſive grief, and the vanity 
of attempting to ſuppreſs it. 


Words will have way 4 or grief ſuppreſs'd in vain 
Would burſt its paſſage, with th' cur. ruſping foul. 


I T prithee let me grieve ! Is that deny'd me? No, 
I will not be debarr'd the right of lamentation. ) 
O that my wailings had the thunder's voice, 
That I might rive the very inmoſt earth, Br 
Till from the hollow womb grim death might riſe, 
To give my mis'ries their only cure. 


i Job, meeting with no relief, on earth, from his cala- + 
mities, and man's ſevere cenſures, in the ſtrains of an honeſt 
and open freedom, addreſſes all-wiſe heaven. Had not the 
author of the following lines this paſſage in view ? 


5 Grief, oppreſs'd on earth, finds friends in heav'n, 1 54 
Thus, when the woe-preſs'd heart is tir d with care, 
And ev'ry human proſpeR bids deſpair, 8 

rea 0 
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Seer. 15. bunal, I would, with the ut- demn me ; ſhew me 


. _ Wherefore thou con- 
moſt reverence, but with per- tendeſt with me ? 


feft freedom, remonſtrate ; 
and thus moſt humbly in- 
treat: O that thou, my God, 
who art all-wiſe and moſt 
righteous, would ſo far make 
a diſtinction, even in this 
mos world, as not to 
_ ſuffer me, an upright man, to 
be treated as if I were guilty 
of the greateſt enormities, 
without vouchſafing to aſſign 
ſuch reaſons and purpoſes of 
wiſdom and government, as 
may vindicate my character, 
though my hard lot till re- 
mained. 
To pronounce ſentence up- 3. Is it good un- 
on, and deal with me as an to thee that thou * 
= adverſary,  Hooldeſt 


Break but one gleam of heaw'nly comfort in, 
And a new race of triumphs thence begin. 


The ſenſe ſeems to be, do not ſuffer it to be thought that 
thou pronounces ſentence upon me. as wicked, without ex- 
amination, and by virtue of thy own ſapreme authority, but 
in order to clear up all miſtaken notions about my charac- 
ter, drawn. from my circumſtances, be pleaſed to aſſign the 
true reaſons of them, and of thy own diſpenſations. 

* Contending with, and as it were forming an oppoſition to 
him, had been expreſſed in the foregoing verſe — now op- 
Prefiong, or. criſbing him; and expoſing to the bittereſt con- 
tempt, the curious and elaborate work of his own hands. 
Is this gracious 2 Is it conſiſtent with the divine attributes, 
and for the greateſt univerſal good and happineſs ? and at 
the ſame time giving power to the wicked to get wealth, 
proſpering thein ſchemes, and ſuffering them to enjoy peace 
and tranquillity ? | 8 YI 


Book of Jos. 


ſhouldeſt oppreſs ? 

that thou. ſhouldeſt 
deſpiſe the work of 
thine hands ? and 
ſhine upon the coun- 
ſel of the wicked ? 


4. Haſt thou eyes 
of ! fleſh ? or ſeeſt 
thou as man ſeeth ? 


adverſary, according to the Szer. 15. 


eſtimate my friends form, 
how is it reconciled to thy 
boundleſs goodneſs, moſt gra- 
cious Parent ? which way art 
thou honoured by the * 
ings and miſeries of an 
preſſed, ruined, juſt man: 1 by 
rendering one formed with thy 
own admirable ſkill, and en- 
dowed with the nobleſt quali- 
ties of reaſon and underſtand- 
ing, an object of contempt 
and derifion ? or by favour- 
ing, and remarkably proſper- 
ing men of reſtleſs tempers, 
profligate principles, and aban- 
doned ungodly lives? 

Is it poſſible thy views 
ſhould be narrow and con- 
trated, or thy judgment bi- 
aſſed * partial, like thoſe 
who are formed with mate- 
rial organs, and bodily ſen- 
ſes ? Alas! erring in their o- 
pinions, and imperfect in all 
their powers. 1 


% 


I This ſeems an allufidn te to the carnal views, and partial 
narrow minds of unjuſt and ungodly men; with the extrava- 
t on, and ſordid affections, the avarice and: 
Foe and jealouſy, malice and hatred, that too Je 
tincture x inward complexion, biaſs their en and 
are the ſprings « of their actions. | 


1410 4 PAR AHR ASH on the | 
Ster. 15. Is thy duration, like that 5: Are thy u days 
Tone of decaying mortals, circum- 25 the days of man? 
Job x. 5. ſcribed within a determined . 

number of fleeting days? Or K 

are thy attributes improved, 

and thy wiſdom to be poſſeſ- 

ſed and exerciſed only for an 

appointed period, reſpecting 

any particular world thou art 


limited to? | 
6 What can be the reaſon that 6. That thou ven- 


a . _ quireſt after mine 
every omiſſion and inadver iniquity, and ſearch- 


tency in my juvenile age, and «6 aſter my fin ? 
whole life, ſhould ſeem can- g 
vaſſed with the utmoſt rigor, 
and aggravated into a wilful 
tranſgreſſion; every eſcape 
and deviation cenſured and 
puniſned without mercy, as 
the fouleſt crime? 
| O om- 
m Another reaſon is here aſſigned, why mankind judge 
and act wrong, that-they live but a Sport time in this world ; 
uently centre their deſires upon it, and are willing to 
make the moſt of it; have not, during the courſe of a few 
years, their minds properly opened and enlarged, to ſee the 
true ends of life, and the nobleſt excellence of a general 
virtue and univerſal benevolence. Mugge interprets — whe- 
| ther his days were ſhort and uncertain, &c, that he was in 
4 ſach a hurry to puniſh for fear he ſhould eſcape him; when 
3 he knew that nothing could ſave him out of his hands. 
_ ® On the above-mentioned accounts he ſuppoſes the con · 
trafted and ungenerous minds of men, ſuffer them not to 
enquire diligently after, and find out one another's good 
qualities, in order to publiſh them ; but urge them to make 
a moſt curious ſearch for their hidden bad ones; and make 
# | | them beſt pleaſed to ſee flaws, and diſcover imperfections, 
=p and in the higheſt degree aggravate any offences they can 
bring to light, | 


d 
; 
0 
„ 
e 
1l 
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5 7 3 I Perfectly acquainted with my 
WI , | 


| . inmoſt ſecrets, as my moſt 
— — publick actions] I dare, and 
now do appeal to thee ! thou 
art the infallible witneſs that 
I am not a wicked wretch ; 
nor was ever guilty of the 
abominable hypocriſy I am 
charged with ! but I appear 
to be in thy hand, and the 
ſtrongeſt guard placed u 
me, as a priſoner to thy juſ- 
tice, and the groſſeſt offender 
againſt thy laws; neither have 
I a friend or advocate, among 
mankind, to redreſs my griev- 
ances, or ſet forth mine inte- 


grity, and the juſtneſs of my 


cauſe. 


8. Thine hands However thou art pleaſed 
have ? made me and 


ones do uſe and treat me, ſtill I am 


thy 


There is ſomewhat very ſenſible and manly, and. at the 
ſame time exquiſitely tender and moving, in this paſſage. 
Thou knoweft without any enquiry, and art perfetitly acquainted 
ewithout telling, that I am not impious, profiigate, nor in any 
reſpe deliberately wicked ; but I am in thy hands, there is none 
10 help me, and thou muſt treat me as thou pleaſet, By the way, 
if I am not dehivered from theſe evils, 1 be deemed wicked ; 
neither can 1 otherwiſe bg reſcued from the beavy 1 

2 The original is extremely elegant and beautiful, ex- 
preſſing a meſ artificial,” elaborate, and perfect ion, 
which its divine Author was now utterly defiroying. the 
ancients had not cultivated the ſciences to that degree of 
perfection, reſerved for modern ages; yet he who atten- 


tively reads this performance, mult confeſs they were far | 
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7. ® Thou know- O omniſcient Deity ! alike Szer. 15. 


— 
Job x. 7. 
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4 
Scr. 15. 


— — mms 
Job x. 


A PaxArHRASE on the | 
thy own workmanſhip; every faſhioned me toge- 
diſtin& part of the ſurpriſing er round about 3 
contexture ſhews thy curious 0 neee 
art; and the union and Har- ; 
mony of the whole proves 
thy concern and ſolicitude, to 
have it a perfect inſtance o 
thy wondrous power and wiſ- 
dom ; thou art laying waſte 
thy own labour, ſpoiling its 
excellent form, and, to all 
appearatice, defeating thy owl 
views in its admirable makes 
by its untimely deſtruction. 
O thou iticomparable Arti- 9. Remember, f 
ficer of this complete fabrick, beſeech thee, that 
en tft C1 730 thou 


748 
f 


from being ignorant of the nobleſt branches of them. Hy- 


4 a+ * 


| nature was their book, they rend the heavens; and, with 


ſtrong rays of unprejudiced reaſon, penetrated much further 
into the truth of things, than perhaps we are aware of. The 
whole ſeems firſt intimated, with all its parts and moſt exact 
propertioggs chen he deſcetids.to; particulars, from the*for- 


mation of the fetus, to the-contexture and ititeguments, to 
the ſtrength and ſolidity of the corporeal machine; till tits 


whole is Hniſhed with motion, and endued with life; thöught; 
and reaſon, and provided uit all proper-ſupports' and ac- 
commodations.:."[n the ſhort compaſs of theſe few" lines, 
we have the entire mectianiſm-ahdoxconomy of an Hityan 
being; which, the #/a/m;# probably had in his ehe . Fal. 
exxxix. 13, ha: e zie Nomen Wa ers is 
4" Rememper,. He had before faid, Ch Frets? thd' How 
natural and affecting to pray and beg; that he cel fcb. 
le2, gr not treat him as if he was Abgetn. Expreſſions of 
this mn 6) nt frequent in holy wit; and very beautiful. 
Thoſe who have condemned Fob. for them, muſt either not 
have duly attended to the real meaning of the idioms — 
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chou haſt made me and Father of the ſpirit in- SecT. 15, 


as the clay, and wilt habiting it ! with an heart 


thou bring me into vhich is truly thihe, and hands > x. 9. 


dult again? fpread before thy adorable 


Majeſty, ſuffer me, thine own 


production, to put thee. in re- 
membrance that 1 bear the 


ſtrong marks of thy mighty 


hand, and am made in thy 

own image; now wilt thou 

untnake what thou haſt fa» 

| ſhioned, and utterly deface all 
„ _ that beauty and dignity, by 
. reducing the curious clay to 
iijũs original duſt and earth? 
* — not From g begin- 
poure@® me out, 3 nings, and through various 
nilk, and craddled foren, agreeable td the coutſe 
{ of nature, and laws of ordi- 
nary - generation ; haſt thou 

not taken care of, arid pro- 
men; ns 


| 0 N 2 Mk 
the language, or not to the neceſſary workings. of human 
nature. Let the wiſeſt and beſt of men place himſelf in 
Job's condition, perhaps he will not ſee things in the light 
ſome have done; and if actually ſo afflited, he could obſerve 
throughout, the ſame dedorum as the patient man did; an 
infallible Judge would at leaſt declare, that he had ſaid con- 
cerning him the thing that is right. , | 
Job in the whole paſſage. (and doubtleſs in this part of it) 


particularly deſcribing man's natural production and won- 
derful formation. Not, with all due reſpect to that learned 


author, as SchH, by a forced interpretation, to give, as he 
files it, a more beautiful emblem and ſublimer ſenſe, expreſ- 
ſes, viz, that Job here'vainly boaſts, that, with other veſſels 
of election, he partook of the great benefit of the grace of 


fanQification from the womb ; at leaſt, that he was immacu- 


ake, and untouched with any ſpot or ſtain, 


10 
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A PARA PHR ASE on the 


Szcr. 15. vided for, my formation and 


Job'x. 10. 


5 
* * 
1 1 * 


12 


nutrition, gradual maturity, 
and final perfection? | 
Thou haſt adapted and 
contrived the fleſhy muſcles, 
and their curious integument 
the ſkin, for uſe and ſervice, 


and for ornament and beauty 


11. Thou haſt clo. 
thed me with ſkin 
and fleſh, and haſt 
fenced me with bones 
and ſinews. 


the bones and ſinews likewiſe, 


for uniting and compacting, 
for laborious offices, and a 
perpetual guard. 2 

Io all this exact propor- 
tion, graceful appearance, and 
ſtrong defence, as an inſtance 
of thy extreme bounty, thou 


haſt added the principle of 


action and ſelf- motion, with 
all the dĩiſtinguiſhing faculties 
of a rational ſelf determining 


12. Thou haſt gran. 
ted me life d fa 
vour, and thy * viſi- 
tation hath preſerved 
my ſpirit, 


nature; and thy continual pre- 


ſence, and ever vigilant Pro- 
vidence, hath ſupported and 
accommodated my embodied 


ſpirit, with the moſt impor- 


tant, conſtant, and multiplied | 


bleſſings and mercies. 
nn : W 06:0 545;;. 1: + Though 


4 The original is emphatically ex ve of the ſupport 


and conduct of divine Providence. It ſignifies, t go 10 ſee 
in an affectionate manner, to attend upon, and take care of ; to 
male account of," lool after, and provide for; have the charge 
2 and a particular reſped to, as an officer, inſpoctor, or over. 


— 


haſt thou * hid in to make mention of theſe 
thine heart ; I know hi + U 
that this is with thee, things, it is not, omnipreient 


Ass 
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13.And theſe things Though I have preſurned Seer. 15+ 


Spirit, that thou art unac- 
quainted with them; but are 
not ſuch other, and quite dif- 
ferent diſpenſations, as I have 
met with, then a kind of ſe- 
erets and myſteries in the courſe 
of thy Providence; a full ac- 


count whereof is reſerved to 


thyſelf, to favour the world 
with, at a ſuitable period : and 
of which, till then, we are not 
competent judges ? I am in 
no doubt there ſhall ſome 
time be a communication or 
revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God: and an au- 
thoritative declaration hereof 
would be abundantly ſufficient 


t If the connexion be obſerved, and the different verbs 


made uſe of, it will appear with what propriety this comes 


in here. Job had obſerved, at ver. 7, Thou knoweſt that I am 
not wicked, at the gth, ſays he, remember, &c. and in the 
13th, this is hid in thine heart, i. e. it is not manifeſt from 


preſent diſpenſations that I am a righteous man, and ny 


much in thy favour, as thy wonderful workmanſhip might 
have expected to be, It is concealed from the eye of ſpec- 
tators — but I knoww this is with thee : thou canlt neither be 
Ignorant nor forgetful of it. An ingenious critic makes 
Job a little ly in this expreſſion, and to ſay rather pertly I 
doubt — with all thy appearance of kindneſs, hadſt thou 
then in thy heart determined to uſe me thus cruelly ? Yes, 
feel but too ſurely thou hadſt determined it; what follows 
is a proof, | 


Vol. I. 3 12 to 


«© 


— 


Job X. 13. 
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4 . on the 


Secr. 15. to ſet all matters right, as to 
Low their preſent appearances. 


> Jobx. 14. 


as 


If I may form a judgment 14. If IX fin, then 
from my calamities only, and thou markeſt me, and 


muſt, with my friends, conſi- _—_— _—_ 
der them in the view of juſt quity. 
puniſhments, there ſeems to 

have been a conſtant moſt 

watchful obſervancy of my 


fmalleſt offences, and unavoi- 


dable infirmities ; and ſo far 


from any allowances made for 
natural frailty and temptation, 
the heavieſt aggravations of 
them, as ſufficient to point me 
out as an habitual, obſtinate, 
andalmoſt unpardonable tranſ- 


greſſor. 
And if I were actually fuch 15. If I be wicked, 


an offender as is ſurmiſed by Lbs — ; 


my friends, what relief or „ill L not lift up my 
mercy ead : 


u In the paraphraſe of this and the next verſe, I have, 
with the learned Chappelow, conſidered fin and iniquity in 
one, as diſtin from wickedne/5 in the other; and the former 
to denote infirmities, caſual offences, the frailty of younger, 
or the ſurprizes of maturer life ; the latter deliberate and ag- 
gravated tranſgreſſions and enormities, Though it do not a; 
pear abſolutely neceſſary to give this interpretation; for the 
diligent ſearch after, and ſevere ſentence paſſed upon fins in 

neral, may be meant in the firſt, and its rigorous execu- 
tion, or their terrible puniſhment, in the ſecond. Some 
part of the paraphraſe of the 15th is taken from Peters, 


who, inſtead of ſee thou, renders the words, thoſe that art 


pectators, &c. ey will bear this rendering, and the co- 
herence is not affected by it: if any one objects to the 


change of perſon, they may read — full of confuſion, ever 


aba ſeeſt my affiition and prrfecution, This is the literal in - 
terpretation. 
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bead: I an full of mercy could I then expect? 
—— * nay what farther miſery might 
n. I not juſtly be afraid of? And 
though my inward thoughts 

5 teſtify that I am not, but 
; truly an upright and pious 
perſon, yet [ cannot, will not 

hope for any ſuch temporal de- 

liverance, upan account of my 

righteouſneſs, as they are en- 

deavouring to perſuade me 

i of, from a miſtaken princi- 

ple; and according to which, 

if no ſuch deliverance ſhould 
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SECT. 15. 
Job x. 15. 


happen, they are ſtill reſolved 


to condemn me as a wicked 
man. I am full of ignominy, 
and thoſe that are ſpectators 
of my affliction, inſtead of be- 
ing moved with compaſſion, 
upon ſeeing me in this mi- 
ſerable plight, behave with 
haughtineſs, and even pride 
themſelves againſt me and in- 
ſult me. 7 
16, For it increaſ= I am thus violently perſe- 
eh: * thou hunteſt cuted, and as if, like the fierce 
* L 2 panther, 


11. e. 23 Peters well obſerves, thou ſuffereſt my friends to 
attack and aworry me in their turns, as the hunters uſually do 
a ſtout lion. — oaToTs j41v SoAuov e xvKAT gryws:. As old 
Hamer gives us a hint of the ſport, Of. . 792. When they 
ſurround him on all ſides, and attack him one after another. 
For thus did Job's friends. God hath delivered me to the un- 
godly, and turned me over into the hands of the wicked, — His 
ercbers compaſs me round about, be cleaveth my reins aſunder, ch. 

- - Xvi. 


16 
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— — 


Job x. 16. 


17 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 15. panther, or hungry lion, I had 


ſubſiſted upon rapine, and the 
herds were not ſafe during my 
life ; they are hunted down 
to death: ſo am I threatened 
and purſued : they attack me 
by turns; they, as it were, 
ſurround me, and thus vary 
and enhance my diſtreſſes. 
Every calamity appears an 
occaſion of cenſure, and proof 
of crimes which have deſerved 
itz in proportion to the num- 
ber of evils, my iniquities are 
concluded to have been en- 
hanced and multiplied. As 
more and ſtronger evidences, 
in a court of judicature, do 
iſſue in the criminal's convic- 
tion and ſentence : or as freſh 
ſuccours, on one fide, conti- 
nually ſucceeding one another 
in an engagement, in the end 
muſt out- number and conquer 
the other : ſo renewed and 


violent are the attacks on my 


character, and in ſuch immi- 
nent danger is it of being to- 
tally andirrecoverably blaſted. 

| Oh 


me as a fierce lion; 


and again thou ſhew- 
eſt thyſelf marvellous 
upon me. 


17. Thou reneweſt 


thy witneſſes againſt 


me, and increaſeſt 
thine indignation up- 
on me; changes and 
war are againſt me. 


xvi. 1, 13. I am perſuaded, he adds, we ſhould be very 
ſenſible of the beauty and exactneſs of this compariſon, had 


we lived in Job's days, and been with him at the hunting 


down of a lion, 


S. bn, tes ry wn 


i 
| 
| 
J- 
d 


had 


18. ? Wherefore 
then haſt thou 
brought me forth out 
of the womb ? Oh 
that I had given up 
the ghoſt, and no eye 
had ſeen me. 


19. I ſhould have 
been as though I had 
not been, I ſhould 
have been carried 
from the womb to 
the grave. 


Book of Joe. 149 
Oh my Lord and Maker ! Seer. 15. 
was this the important end for Oy 


which I was brought into be- Job x. 18. 


ing; not to take a common 
lot with the reſt of the ſpecies, 
but to be involved in the 
deepeſt inextricable woes? and 
on their account meet with 
nothing but the ſevereſt cen- 
ſures, and even cruel inſulting 
triumphs ? how much happier 
to have eſcaped this unaſked 
exiſtence, or expired the mo- 
ment I received it? then ſhould 
I neither have undergone the 
reproaches which I now ſuf- 
fer, nor would thoſe partial 
obſervers of my affliction, have 
incurred the guilt of their hard 
uſage of me, 

In that ſhort period I ſhould 19 
have known no more what 
living and breathing ſignified, 
than if I had never done either. 

L 3 And, 


Had not Milton in view theſe affecting pathetick ſenti- 
ments, in the expoſtulations he puts into the mouth of the 


father of mankind? 


Did I requeſt thee, Maker, from my clay 
To mould me man ? Did I ſolicit thee 
From darkneſs to promote me? Or here place 
In this delicious garden? As my will 
Concurr'd not to my being, *twere but right 
And equal to reduce me to my duſt, 
Deſirous to reſign, and render back 


All I received. _ 


Milton, 


150 A ParapnnASE on the 


SzcT. 15. And, without pain or grief, 
—— noiſe or tumult, have been 
* peacefully and ſilently con- 
veyed, from the place of my 
nativity, to the houſe appoint- 
| ed for all men. 
\ 20 At the longeſt date I can 20. 4re not ny 
reckon of my affficted life, it dans few? ceaſe tbe 


will ſhortly be finiſhed. O Fay elke ccni 


a little, 


as all the ſatisfaction or conſo- 
lation I can have, muſt pro- 

ceed from what I know at 
preſent of my own heart and 

life; and what I expect here- 
after, as the effect of their 

having been virtuous; ſuffer 
me, if any little reſpite from 

torturing pain be granted, un- 
| molefted 


Job's friends, in a reaſonable interpretation, ought to 
have conſidered all this as the ſtrongeſt preſumptive evidetice 
he could give of his own integrity — that, as Peters has ex- 
cellently obſerved, he muſt be an upright pious man, be- 
cauſe the fame thought which gives, or ought to give, 
the wicked pain, viz. that the tye of God obſerves ther, and 
that his power and juſtice reaches to a future Trvifible flate; is 
what Jeb takes refuge in, as the only ſource of comfort to 
him in the depth of his diſtrefs. Literally It is, ausl. not th! 
little of my days ceaſe ? Is it not a very ſhort time I have to 
live ? Let me, &c. A gloomy proſpect indeed! Whether of 
the grave mentioned ver. 19, or of the inviſible ſtate, de- 
ſcribed (no doubt) in ſuch a mourtful ſtrain, to move, if 

poſſible, the compaſſion of his friends. The ancients ſtiled 
death abitionem, a Apurture, or going away: and Plautus calls 
— grave communum locum, the general rendtexwbus or commun 
7 aces | 


21. Before I go 
 evhbence ſhall not re- 
turn, even to the land 
of darkneſs, and the 
ſhadow of death, 


22. A land ofdark- 
neſs as darkneſs it 


ſelf ; and of the ſha- 


out any order, and 
where the light is as 


darkneſs, 
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moleſted to enjoy it with theſe Sr r. 15+ 
reflections. * 


In the depth of my adverſity Job x. 21. 


allow me this refuge and com- 
fort, in as much as, however 
gloomy the preſent proſpect 
may ſeem, I am haſting to a 
world from whence I ſhall ne- 
ver return. — A fituation ſo 
clouded and hidden from all 
mortal view, that it may pro- 
perly be ſtiled darkneſs, ob- 
curity, or the ſolemn dread- 
ful ſhades of death, 

An important circumſtance, 
which has the thickeſt veil of 
impenetrable darkneſs, entirely 
drawn over it. — Where ſen- 
ſations are at an end, and all 
their objects, and our organs 
gone; where no ſun, moon, nor 
ſtars ever ſhine, and all our 
earthly temporal diſtinctions 
are no more. Concerning 
which, all the light and know- 


ledge we can arrive at, is very 


obſcure and uncertain : where- 
of we can ſcarce think or 
ſpeak, without being bewil- 
Ga and confounded ; before 
the awful day when we our- 
ſelves are overſhadowed, and 
launch into the vaſt abyſs, 
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Zophar the Naamathite, not without ſome paſſion 


Sgr. 16, 2 OPHAR the Naamathite, * HEN an- 
— — 


">ced or perſuaded by the fore- and ſaid, ſnould not 


A PARAPHRABE on the 


SHAFT XL SECT XvL © 


and indignation, declares that ſuch diſcourſe as 
Job's eught not to be ſuffered to paſs without a 
ſevere reprebenſion. He ſbarply rebukes him; 
and wiſhes the Almighty himſelf would inſtruct 
him better. He intimates what the heavenly doc. 
trine would be. He adviſes him to repent ; and 
aſſures him of relief, ſafety, and whatever he 
could defire, if he was ſpeedy, and conſcientious 
in doing it. Ver. 1, to the end. 


. e. Jo xi. 1, 2. 


; ; ſwered Zo- 
ſo far from being Convin- phar the 8 


going diſcourſe, replies, as one the multitude & 
really provoked with, and ner che —— 
highly reſenting it. 3 of talk be juſtified ? 

Soli 


The diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Zophar ſeems to be 
ſomewhat paſſionate and cholerick, impetuous and vehement. Eli. 
pbax apologizes. Bi/dad examines, and declares Job's words 
not to have much weight in them. Zophar inveighs and over- 
bears. The multitude of words, literally, that is he who mul- 
tiplies them. A man full of talk, literally, a man of lips: a 
common Hebraiſm for a copious enlarger, or very prolix 
ſpeaker, | 

" The ſedate and judicious Peters remarks, very properly, 
concerning Zophar, that it happened here, as uſual, that this 
ſpeaker, who ſet out with the greateſt heat, is the firſt whoſe 
arguments are ſpent ; for after this vehement ſpeech, he 
makes but one reply, and it is over with him, 
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Solid arguments and juſt Ser. 16. 
 reaſonings might ſerve an ho. b 
neſt cauſe; and you would e * 
eaſily gain us over to it, could 
you only prove that you have 
right on your ſide: but we 
ſhall always be ready to ex- 
poſe meer evaſion, and verbal 
tedious harangue; and never, 
be ſure, think better of you 
for a fruitful imagination, high 
ſtrain of impertinence, and 
endleſs noiſe and clamour. 
z. Should thy lies The weak and ignorant may 3 
make men hold their be impoſed on by artful, ſtu- 
peace? and when died, and garniſhed falſhoods, 
ey 3 — with a ſhameleſs effrontery to 
aſhamed ? defend them. But men of un- 
derſtanding and diſcernment 
will not hold their peace, and 
be ſatisfied with ſuch oppro- 
brious barefaced practices: 
when you would deceive and 
triumph over them, you are 
certain to meet with the re- 
proach and contempt you de- 
„ | 
4. > For thou haſt What does all you have ad- 4 
ſaid, my doctrine is yanced amount to, beſides the 


4e | high 

:8 ] Je | 'S 
lix | | | 
d It is obſervable of Job's friends, that they rather infer 

ly, and conclude from what he had faid, {and that not always 
this the moſt fairly,) than produce his own words ; which is, in 
zoſe ordinary, requiſite and neceſſary to do a ſpeaker ſtrict juſ- 
he tice; neither ought the manner of his expreſſion to be 


omitted. Job had more than once declared, that in the 
judgment 
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sccr. 16. high opinion, and overween- pure, and I am clean 


Coo — 
Job xi. 4+ 


ing conceit you are filled with, 
of your own extraordinary me- 
rit and wiſdom ? At the neg- 
le& and expence of your ve- 
racity and all modeſty, you 
aſſert both the rectitude of 
your principles, and even the 
perfettion of your conformity 
to them ; moſt impiouſly ap- 


pealing for the truth hereof, 


5 


to the unerring view, and im- 


partial deciſion of the divine 


omniſcience. | 

Thus you very fraudulently 
endeavour to evade whatever 
meer mortalscanſuggeſt. And 
my fincete defire is, that you 


might ſpeedily be brought to 


| end clean in bis unerring view ; but as upright and fincere it 


the awful juſt trial, you ſo pre- 
ſutmptuouſly wiſh for; this in- 
ſtant hear the arouſing thun- 
der of God's loudeſt voice; 
and he himſelf vouchſafe to 
take you under examination, 
and lay your character and ac- 
tions wholly open. 

That 


in thine eyes. 


5. But O that God 
would ſpeak, and o- 


pen his lips again 
hers = 


* of an all-knowing Deity himſelf, he ſhould not 
eemed a wicked man and an hypocrite ; taxing, as it 
might ſeem, his friends judgment and impartiality : but he 


h 


never pretended to innocence, the full poſſeſſion of wiſ- 


dom, nor the perfect and ſinleſs practice of virtue. He did 
not appeal to God, as being immaculately and perfeciiy pure 


his endeavours to be fo. 


Book of Jos. I55 
That it would pleafe him to Secr. 16. 
diſcover to you, the important 


6. And that he 
would ſhew thee the 
ſecrets of wiſdom, 


that they are © double 
to that which is ! 
know therefore, that 
God exacteth of thee 


liſi than thine ini- 


quity deſerveth, 


diſtinctions betwixt right an 
wrong, and exact boundaries 
of folid wiſdom : they would 
appear to authorize, inflicting 
on you double to what you 
have hitherto ſuffered z and it 


4 Job ix. 6. 


be abundantly manifeſt, that 
you are very gently and ten- 
derly dealt withal, conſidering 
what a grievous, hideous of- 
fender and tranſgreſſor you 
have been. 

You have treated the Cre- 7 
ator and Governor of the 
world, as if he was an unna- 
tural parent, tyrannical ruler, 
and partial unjuſt judge. But 

| firſt, 


© Double to that, &c. literally = duplicia in veritate, in 
confilio, in poteflate, &c. or as the learned profeſſor Chappelow 
derives from the radix ja/oa, oft in efſentia, i. e. eſſentialiter. 
The meaning ſeems to be, that in the equal balances of 
ſecret choice wiſdom, and-eſſtntial perfect juſtice ; Job's demerit 
appeared double to what he had ſuffered. ; 
_ © Zophar here may both denote the divine attributes, and 
likewiſe his government and diſpenſations ; eſpecially the 
laſt; whereby he has exalted a generous virtue to the height 


7. 1 Canſt thou by 
ſeurching find out 
God ? Canft thou 
find out the Almighty 
unto perfection? 


| of heaven ; and plunged an incorrigible vice into the depth 
| not of miſety, the gloomy regions of pain, horror and deſpair. 
as it Are not the following lines pertinent ? 

ut he 

wit Reafon, alas ! it does not know itſelf, 

> did But man, vain man! would with his 

— Snort- lin d plummet 

ue in Fathom the vaſt abyſs of heav'nly juſtice, 


Chappelow renders, canſ thou trace the fortfleps of Gol ? 
Canſt thou reach the perficlioms of the Almighty ? 


1 56 


Job xi. 7 


/ 
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Secr. 16, firſt, let me aſk you what you 


—7— — 


know of him ? what is in your 
power to comprehend of his 
profound counſels and enlarg- 
ed deſigns ? or what is poſſi- 
ble adequately to be under- 
ſtood, by the nobleſt faculties 
ſnort- ſighted man has, of his 
omnipotence and wondrous 
perfection? and how much 
leſs, by the contracted narrow 
capacities, of a prejudiced and 
partial creature? | 
The utmoſt elevation of 8. 7: is © as high 


im. as heaven, what canſt 
yon ſublime and lofty heaven 5 
. . thou do ? deeperthan 
bounds not its height, what hell, what canſt ti 


ability have you that can be know? 


' raiſed to it ? — the loweſt ca- 


verns of hidden earth, and the 


unfathomed depths of a tor- 


menting hell, are not beyond 
its reach, what penetration — 
that can dive to it ? | | 
The largeſt dimenſion of 9. The meaſure 
this whole earth, and ut- thereof is longer than 


moſt extent of the videſt pony oy 


ocean, 


e The univerſe, as Peters obſerves, was divided by the 
ancient Hebreavs, (poſſibly by the Orizntals in general,) into 
the upper and lower, the viſible and inviſible hemiſpheres, 
The one they called CY, /amaim, or heaven ; the other 
SINN, eel, which we have no Engliſh word ta expreſs. 
Theſe two are oppoſed to each other, in this paſlage, for 
height and depth. So the pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of God's om- 
nipreſence, (P/al. cxxxix. 8.) If I aſcend up to heaven, &c. 
Crit, Dif, 40. edit. p. 318. 1 


2  R_- 


ian 
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compariſon to it, for it is ab- 
ſolutely limitleſs and unmea- 
ſurable. | | 
10. f If he cut off, Changes, and viciſſitudes 


and ſhut up, or ga- the molt aſtoniſhing, are in- 
ther together, then 


who can hinder him? finitely eaſy for this ſtupen- 
dous power to effect at plea- 
ſure and in an inſtant. — To 
ſuſpend the laws of nature, 
or even ſubvert the ordinary 
courſe of things; to confine 
within the narroweſt circle, 
or appoint the moſt ſevere 
trials; both to diveſt of li- 
berty, and withdraw the moſt 
neceſſary and valuable bleſ- 
ſings : — neither can any thing 
but the ſtrangeſt raſhneſs and 
preſumption, tempt a depen- 
dent offending mortal to 
ſpeak diſreſpectfully of the 
methods of his Providence, 
or act in contradiction to his 
will and pleaſure. 
Thoſe fooliſh and wicked 
men who are ſo irreverent and 


11. For he know- 
eth s vain man: he 


ſeeth wickedneſs al- 


ſo; will he then not daring, may flatter themſelves” 


ocean, bear no proportion orSEcT. 16, 


— 


— 
Job xi. . 


10 


11 


conſider i:? | that 


f Schultens renders, if he invade as an enemy, bind in fetters, 
and deliver over to puniſhment, or ſummon into one general af- 
fembly, for publick judgment. Et quis — at quis and who, or 
but who, &c. Vid. Schult. in loc. 8 

5 NI INN, methe ſbav, and methe aven, the men va- 
nity, and men of wickedneſs, A character as Chappelow ob- 
ſerves, whereby thoſe wicked men were diſtinguiſhed who. 
were cut down out of time with a flood. Ps 


1 
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Sect. 16. that he is unacquainted with 
—＋ the deceitfulneſs and iniquity 
Jobi. 11. of their thoughts and imagi- 
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nations; or not incenſed a- 
inſt, and reſolved to puniſh 
their flagrant crimes : but he 
is not ignarant of, nor will 
fail, in due time, to reſent, 
as ſome have found to their 
coſt, the higheſt indignities 
offered to, and vileſt aſper- 
ſions caſt upon his honour and 
government. 


For ſuch empty conceited 12. For vain man 
it 6.6 would be wiſe, tho' 


people are the more provoking an be born Je bu 
and unſufferable, as they com- wild aſs's colt. 


monly make great pretences 
to wiſdom ; and being under 
the dominion of their own 
headſtrong and ungovernable 
paſſions: the wild young als, 
in its contempt of all reſtraint, 


of9 


moſt properly repreſents them. 


Sych 


b 4n aſs of the wilderneſs, as Schultent remarks, is a common 


| fimilitude, uſed to expreſs contumacy, obſlingcy, and a brainiſb 


Ber. beadad faal-hardiveſs in man. Cbappelrau, to the ſame 
purpoſe, — a wild young aſs is a common term of reproach 


among the Arabs, for an untractable perverſe perſon, who is 


tenacious of his own way and opinion, and deſpiſes other people's 
advice: adding, the reflection is ſevere, becauſe robbers and 
plunderers are diſtinguiſhed by the odious title of gerayim, 
vild affes in the deſart. It may be obſerved, that che le 
conveys ſomewhat a different idea, as uſed by modern, 
to what it did in the mouths of the ancients. It is one of 
Homer's, reſpecting a principal warrior and undaunted hero 
in the ſiege of Troy ; and rather denotes wnbrid/sd rough 


feercenefy, or animal rude coura e, than conſtitutes, as in later 
— — object of centempt — derifan, for heavineſs and 
Pidity. N 
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13, and 14. If i 
thou prepare thine 
heart, and ſtretch out 
thine hands towards 
him : if iniquity be 
in thine hand, put it 
far away, and let not 
wickedneſs dwell in 
thy tabernacles. 


Such unbroken tempers, Sxer. 16. 


and ſavage ruggid diſpoſi- 
tions, highly exaſperate: but 
if you ſoften and humble 
yourſelf, bring your thoughts 
to ſome order, and confeſs 
before the Almighty your 


Job xi. 13. 
14. 


manifold tranſgreſſions; eſpe- 
cially, if you truly amend 


your own ways, and reform 


the irregularities of your houſe, 
which you have ſeen followed 
with ſuch dreadful conſequen- 
ces, you will ſoon reap the be- 
nefit. | 
You will be no longer filled 
with confuſion, nor unable to 
lift up your face before God ; 
but, your religious confidence 
being well grounded, your 
countenance will be compoſed 
and 


15, * For then 
ſhalt thou lift up thy 
face without ſpot, 
yea, thou ſhalt be 
ſtedfaſt, and ſhalt not 
fear: 


I Mudge ſuppoſes, in "Ix, there is concealed a contra- 


diſtinction to his ſons, which Bilaad had expreſſed, ch. viii. 


4, J. Thy ſons indeed, they bave ſuffered for their fins and are 
paſt remedy, but as ta thyſelf, if thou, &. 

* This is reckoned, by Schu/tens, one of the Arabic flowers 
ar elegancies ; and that, by an unſpotted whiteneſs of aſpect, 


they denoted honour, glory, general eftcem, nobility, and iUluſ- 
triaut character. Blackneſs, the contrary, Mudge interprets, 


even if thou art caſt as fleel, yet thou needeft not fear. Caft 
feel they uſed for fpecula, or looking g/afſes, and conſequently 
was quite bright : this was the more applicable to 955, as 


he would have paſſed through the furnace of affliction. 


Zapbar ſeems refering to cb. x. 15. If 1 be righteous, yet 
will I not lift up my head, and to intimate, that if he would 
reform, and become a juſt and good man, he Huld lift up 
his head, even his unſpotted, moſt beautiful face, like the po- 
iſhed mirror, or as a molten looking glaſs, 
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160 
Seer. 16. and chearful, your mind firm 
TT and unſhaken, and apprehen- 
Job t. 5. ve fears fly as ſhadows, never 
more alarm or torment you. 

Theſe affecting melancholy 16. Becauſe thon 


16 


= 
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ſcenes, and all your bitter cla- malt forget 24% mi- 
ſery, and remember 


morous bewailings on account 28 1 waters that 
of them, ſhall be baniſhed and paſs away. 
forgotten; no other memory 
of them ſhall continue, than 
of an inundation when it is 
over, or of the flowing water 
in its conſtant courle, which, 
as it paſſes, is juſt beheld, but 
no more returns, nor is re- 
membered, 
You ſhall yet experience, 15. And lire age 
that you have vigour enough fhallbenclearerthan 
left, the 


1 This is an elegant ſimile, whether it be taken for the 
ſame 7ob had uſed concerning his miſtaken fallacious friends, 
that is, inundations, land-fioods, and winter-brooks ; or the cur- 
rent of ri vers keeping in one regular conſtant motion, and not being 
remembered whence paſſed. 

un Literally — ſhall ariſe from the noon- day. Schultens, from 
the Arabic, tranſlates chaled, perpetuity, or the continuance and 
ability of a hapier time; agreeable to the Arabic apothegm, 
he flood to the meridian ; i. e. he was placed in the moſt ad- 
vantageous light, in a ſituation both ſecure and conſpicuous : as 
oppoſed to that obſcure and wertiginous darkneſs, Job had 
concluded the laſt chapter with the gloomy deſcription of. 
To enlarge the compariſon, Chappelow, from De Dieu, would 
render guum olſcurum erit, tanguam mane erit ; or to change 
the pointing; and for ta upbab, read te uphah, a ſubſtantive, 
obſcuritas, then it will be, thine age, world, time or life, ſhall 
be clearer than the noon day ; thy darkneſs ſhall be as the morning. 
Compare 2 Sam. xxiii. 4. The latin poet's advice is fimt- 


lar, but comes much ſhort of the eaſtern ſublimity. 


* mace BR 


1 3 
5 Me. 


| OB, : 

$ © FO 1 2! 223:19 221125 8 oi 5 9 "O11 8 21181. 14 S 
the noon-day 3 thon fra or ir will ps ily re: LEST 
ſhalt ſhine forth, thou rec a th it. N all com- 
halt be as the mm- 0 Fo eie ee Fam 
W.. c nd erh and, 

n proſperity, to r on: en- 

i We e and, allo to 

r the benefit and pleaſure of all 

1 | around you; the clouds and 


daarkneſs ſhall, be diſperſed, 

1 | } 41 * by be IS res 4 

ant the meridian beams never 

„ fſfſoße ſtronger, ngr the morn- 

Mate '' _ Ig; ſun roſe. more checring, 

1 than Ls ou mall. 14 ha " and 

"A } * a 5 Nappy 

CQnlPICUOUS.,o ns B 

18, And thn You, have, jnoreover, the, 18 

malt be * ſolideſt grou 29s, 0 expect the 

ſecürity and perpetuity of ris, 

at 10 28 2110171, Vomp! te 
. r Hic murus aheneus eſto? 5 . 
Nil conſcire fibi, nulla palleſcere * 51 iy 

= : agar. 4 Ig. 


»» 4 


"Ie opti; * 4 
* . * 


With all due deference to the above learned critic, there 
does not appear to be a neceſſity for altering the pointing; 
nor do the images leſſen in the deſcription: the ſenſe ſeems 
to de, you Hall enjoy all the ſolid advantages of life, you ſbal 
be preatly Huſtrious = and here ſhall be a perpetunl refrefoment 
and renewal of favours.” Every entrance, upon A\treſh'and | 
new day, ſhall be a kind of reftirreion and rend vation, pro 
ducing; before unknown ſcenes öf pleaſure and glory. The 
repuſculum, lucifær, or Aurora, the Harbinger or fore- runner 
of day, mall never fail to preſenc to your mvigorated ſenſes, 
the moſt joyful uncloude 3 K W 

* Some underſtand this bf a moſt agrerable ſettlement, 
with multitudes of wells dug for the conveniency of water. 
Mercer ſuppoſes it an alluſion to the cuſtom of the Arabian 
Nemades, Who moved: from place to place, and; Ay the 
ground, pitched their tents with greater ſafety 5” by theſe 
trenches round their tents, being; as Mud;e obſerves, ſe- 
cared from the inundations of violent rains, as well as the 
| lighter incurſions of enemies. Something of defence and 
Hic Vor. I. M preſervation 
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ster. 16. — or ſatisfaction and hap- 


Jokers. 


19 


A Paxar 
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as if on all fides moated 
defended with deep wa. 

rs or impregnable fortreſſes, 
your habitation and rranquil- 
lity ſhall be fafe' and un mor 
leſted. : 

The moſt faithful vigilant 
ſhepherds and keepers, never 
better defended their flocks 
and herds, than you ſhall be, 
even in your moſt un uarded' 
hours; you will infaſſ 
protected, and, moreover, ge- 
nerally courted, and' had in 
the utmoſt eſteem and vene 
ration. 8 


ine 


- —_—_ . 


The impious and unjuſt 


may cheriſh; cager warm de- 
ſires of the s ths felicity, but 


oy 


libly be 


the 


cauſe there is h 

yet thou ate dz 
about thee, and thou 
ſhalt take chy "reſt in 
ſafety. 


19. » Alfo thou 
ſhalt lie down, and 
none ſhall make thee 
afraid ; yea many 
ſhall make ſuit unte 
thee. 


20, P But the ey 
of the wicked Nat 


fail, and they ſhall 


not eſcape: atid their 
yu 


prot from 3 and injuries ſeems plainly. de 


8 This reds is ſu rr are to his flocks and 7 
of cattle, wh the an principally 
ol ang 18 ſafety of e e. men and n- 
f 
vent 27 93 45 A wh Oes iepherd pherd or_eeger, 
Pp; Thick kn eaten ip tu — for des d earthly 
expeltations, of th e vexations 


—— own plain dialect, they may 
they: are any better. for the e 


— x hall; by no 2 
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pon human CY in "ordin ma lg . to. In 
ir * 


s out, before 
ons, and moſt po- 
yok 55 1 — 


have no, more reaſon to — * any N of 2 1 
ady depanel 


this lite. BY 


_- 


being, than, if. they, hag, e the anker 


E — 
6)hm% — 84 - 
ww - * + * 


Boot of Jo. 163 
hope foalt be 27 the they ſhall never obtain it ; Se. 16. 
giving up the they may attempt, and ſtrug- Fo 
ghoſt, | e fan ind Job xi. a0. 
8 to e _ judgment 
and vengeance, but it is im- 
poſſible ; their moſt flattering 
hopes ſhall all iſſue in empty 
deluſion, and in as gloomy 
and melancholy darkneſs, as 
are the ſhadows of death. 


K 


CHAP, XIl. SECT. XVII. 


Job retorts upon bis cenſorious friends their argu. 
ments, and vain pretences to extraordinary wiſ+ 
dom, He preſumes to be a judge of his own fin- 

yes cerity, and of the reaſonableneſs of an appeal to the 
infinite Being, for which they ſo much derided him; 
He refers them to their obſervations, as evidences 
againſt external proſperity or adverſity, proving 
a man to be righteous or wicked. He intimates, 
that from all appearances, it does not ſeem to be 
the will of God, nor agreeable to the rules of bis 
all-wiſe nt of this probationary world, 
that ſuch important diftinitions ſhould be accu- 
rately mad? in it. He obſerves, that every man 
bas rational faculties to diſcern this; and the ans 
tients bad too much underflanding. ever to dem of 
doubt it. Ver. 113. | 


ſoar, J tl, 1. 2. 
K - JE, 70 B, plainly perceiving Sz. 173 


ths drift was to exalt themſelves, Job xii. 14 
. nVogy * 
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Scr. 1. and how low they were re- athe people, and wiſ- 
> ſolved, at any rate; to depreſs dom hall. die with 


Jo wh; and degrade him, even into a 


* 


mean confeſſion of wickedneſs 

he had never committed, gives 

in the following very ſenſible 

and ſpirited anſwer. 
From your own account 

one would be ready to con- 
clude, that a molt diſtinguiſh- 

ing and infallible wiſdom was 
your certain prerogative, and.- «, 
ſole excluſive property and 
priviledge. That both dur- 

ing your lives, and after your 
deceaſe, it would be in the e 
higheſt degree arrogant, an-d 


indeed prepoſterous, for any © oe 


ane of mortal race beſides, toi. 0 
preſume to a moiety, or [lay 
claim to the ſmalleſt ſhlare. 
UTI en But DAKSS. 

\ e 0 . 2789 \Q \ir * . © 


% rn e | f ; þ 
1.19 The people, that is, ſuch a jele#?, refed and*noble par 


themſelves to be and in compariſon with. whom the reſt of 
the world are to be eſtèemed fools and idegts, Thus the Ci 
nee are reported to ſay, che people of their country have two 
AN the 2 _ — ene diviſions — * 

are blind... Ang shus axtful deſigning prieſts perſuade 
Maid poor Alda Nocke that they themſbives are Ek 
and infallible; and believers in'them, only; are God's people, bi 
elect, veſſels of honour, &c. They act too much phariſaicall, 
as Job ſpoke ironically. The following common: expreſſon 
ſeems to-have a pethlitr Beauty in, it; I hade und ſfandi, 


c. literally; etialx mib con ficut was. i. e. ego etiam vir c 
F vet., 1 alſo bar ig biart as well as Aue and wir.cn 


Aalus, Or an hearted gal; if, I. may uſe th 


1 i GO 


* 
a — 
- brave man, 


| I may that expreſſion, 1ig- 
nifies morè chan à meer ly intellrgent, viz. @ ſenſible, flea), 
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if. 3. But I have un- But whatever your vanitySzcr. 17. 
ith derſtanding as well bears you in hand, you are ſch A. f 


as you ; * I am not 


not the only rational diſcern. 
ing people, nor are your argu- 
ments grounded upon the ſolid 
maxims of truth and equity: 
I have not yet given up the 
point to you ; neither, unleſs 
I was ſtrangely weak and ig- 
norant, have you hitherto, in 
<A the leaſt, added to the ftrength 
5 of my underſtanding, or in- 
creaſed my ſtock of know- 

| ledge. I cannot but have ob- 
3 | ſerved, how the moſt aſtoniſh- 
| M 3 —— ing 


inferior to you: yea 
who knoweth not 


ſuch things as theſe ? 


The Hebreav, literally tranſlated, is, non cadens ego a wobis, 
or pre wobis : I do not fall beneath, from, or before you : I am 
not foiled or worfled by you. Le Clerc conjectures, that the 
phraſe is borrowed from a cuſtom of the Orientali, particu - 
larly the Perſians, in their ſalutations, who, when they met 
a perſon greatly ſuperior to them, uſed to fall proſtrate, 


; £ Upon which, Peters, with ſome ſmartneſs remarks, — what 
$7 has this laviſh ceremony of the Perſians to do with Fob's 
le pan time and country ? Amongſt the honours paid to Fob him- 
reckon ſelf, in the time of his proſperity, ſo particularly deſcribed 
ret of WI -.xxix though he was the greateſt of all the men of the 
he Gli Eaft, his contemporaries, we do not find that proſtration was 
ve two ever uſed towards him, or ſo much as thought of. The young 
of this men, when they /aw him, through a ruſtick baſhfulneſs, bid 
erſuade themſelves, the aged aroſe and flood up : the princes refrained 
nſ{pired talking, and laid their hand upon their mouth : the nobles held 
ple, lu cir peace, ( chap xxix. ,8,' 9, 10.) and were all attention 
aically, WW when he ſpoke. — Their tokens of re{e&, in ſhort, were 
preſſion WF natural and manly, but no'cringing. And one of the moſt 
andi, convincing proofs of the antiquity of the book, is, the ſim- 
in cr i plicity of manners every where ſo obſervable. Schultens, 
air ri not improbably, ſuppoſes that this paſſage, as well as chap. 
on, fg: Xu; 12, alludes to giants, wreſtlers, or warriors ; as wrelt- 
each, i ling was an exerciſe very famous among the ancients, | Pet, 


Git, Dig. to. p. 162, Schult. in le. 


1266 4 Pan ar unten on the 


Szcr. 17. ing diſplaysof omniſcience and 
d. Lg. mighty power do demon- 

J9Þ ll. 3. Arate and magnify thoſe divine 

perfections; and learned the 

many pertinent reflections, and 
prudential ſentences, tranſmit- 


ted to us from our experienced 


and long-lived forefathers, 
which are in common uſe, 
and every day repeated. 

4 Although it is not in your 
power to inform me, yet it is, 
and truly, in your ungenerous 
natures, moſt harbarouſſy to 
expoſe and deride my trou · 
bles. My profeſſed friends, 
and intimate acquaintance, 


rake together all the ſcoff and 


ridicule that is poſſible, to ſet 
me up as a publick ſpectacle 
of the greateſt odium and uni- 
verſal abomination. Is not 
this your plain undiſguiſed 
language ? He ſolemnly pro- 
teſts his innocence, raiſes the 


Joudeſt clamours to heaven 
for juſtice, and declares an 


entire confidence in the al- 


mighty Being : but has any 


regard from above been ſhew- 


ed. WT are the holy and 
good 


* 


Though the ſenſe is clear without it; y o the conftendin 


4. I am a one 
mocked of his neigh- 
bour, * who calleth 
upon God, and he 
anſwereth him : the 
— — 7 max iy 

ughed to ſcorn, 


| ſeems mott natural and _ if, as Chappelow propoſes, the 


A as an in 


terrogation, and thut 


read; be calleth upon God Rr doc do, or n n wu? 


* . FLEETS 


Book of Jon; 


good man's injuries redreſſed, ster. 17. 


or his miſeries relieved ? Thus 
it is his cruel fate, who hath 
always preſerved ſacred and 
: inviolable a conſcious inte- 
grity, to be reproached and 
derided. 
5. * He that is You would not behave in 


ready to flip with bis this unequal and unnatural 


ie, ee  rianner, you would certainly 


bkim that is at exe. View things in a quite differ. 
ent light, if you were in the 
like unhappy condition ; your 
conduct poſlibly might not 
exceed the ſad example before 
you. But it is not very ex- 
traordinary to find a man, who 
lives at caſe, and baſks in the 
warm ſunſhine of an earthly 
— to be extremely li- 
ral at throwing out reflec- 
tions and indignities, on the 
. unblemiſhed character of a 
righteous perſon; who happens 


verh . : | 
Whereas 


: Gans thinks it vin not be {6 Aickelt to explain the g 
words, takin ; them as the [ad by the original, [for they 


are tranſpoſe in our Eng The tranflation wi 


then be, 4 2 My in Pager 770 of an. indolent man, is. 


irepared for (or changes) 0 be foot : and the ſenſe,.. 
he Who ig a A, "ot ht, to enli wp and inſtruct other 
ee 1885 Leibe by thoſe d are indolent, as if 


ted no inſtruction, is prepared for the ſeveral acci-.. 


4 — Hife; Which are as natufal 4 common to 


to = with changes and ad- 


Gr 
Job xii. 4. 


$. 


3 it is for him ſometimes to ſtumble, or lip with his foot. 


| have given what appeared to me the true interpretation, 


bm 


N if ON 


ſubſiſt by itt and violence; cure : into whoſe 


A Papa PRA, en the 
6. u The taberna. 


a thin ore 
[> WET. ; 0 0 Row ici cles of robbers prof. 
ho JLOr19 1 th e flouri ing per, and they that 
red m 0 of U wretches that provoke God ar . 


and their lalet & undiſturbed hand God bringeth 
rreanquility, iS and. exorbitant abundantly, 
growing power, whoſe * luſts 


and vices, are one continued 


5 onrrage And molt glaring in- 


ſult; Upon all* laws, whether 
divine or human: Vid, do not 


| theſe real obj ects of Heaven's 


fuſt and Terrible diſpleaſure, 
appear. to enjoy an eſpecial 
rotection, and an extraordi- 


nary liberality and bounty; 


even to have all their wants 
moſt amply provided for, with · 
our their ever" intreating the 
favour, or acknowledging t the 
bleſſiog'? . | 


* 700 W 150 bs by Jefendin ain himſelf, as a pious 
and upright perſon, though a. grievouſſy afflited one, but 
indirealy hinting, that his friends had no great reaſon to 
boaſt of their merit and peculiar excellence, as manifeſt 
by their riches and proſperity ; for if theſe were the real 
diſtinguiſhing marks of excellence, and of divine favour, 
ome of the vileſt of mankind had a higher degree thereof, 
than they themſelves had. God provided better for their 
ſecurity : and, as it were, reached. 19 them, placed. in. their 
Way, ani filled their hands with, without their induſtry or 
anxiety, a larger ſhare of power and wealth. The laſt clauſe 
'Sehultens i n by A ſtrong .metaphor, i adducit nume 
in manu ſua. That is, rv he doe. nat ſeem fo 2 in God's owe: 
But to ba ve Gd in his "hand, and: te gi/poſe' of; 12 10, and 


f dominter's over his ee and A ya of {proves 2 v7 * 


not mt: 
» 


f 
Book of, Jos. 
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7. * But aſk now .. On this important ſuhject Scex. 17, 


the beaſts, and t I of an uniyerfal Providence, 
ſhall teach thee; a e 
the fowls of the air, with w at 18, In act, onmery: 
and they ſhall tell able throughout the creation, 
thee, I I would refer you not only to 
men, but likewiſe to the in- 
ferior brutal world, and wing- 
ed tribes; their peculiar ſa- 
gacity, ſurpriſing inſtincts, and 
moſt regular procedure, afford 
the meaneſt capacity real in- 
ſtruction and beneficial lec- 
| 5 tures. 1 
N f 2 n 1 8 
8. Or ſpeak tothe Nature's various other pro- 


7 earth, and it ſhall ꝗudtions. Ad bod Tt 
bach this 3 and the. ductions, and even the reptile 


' fſhes of the fea all race, With the ſcaly inhabitants 


declare unto thee, of the watery, region, in their 
particular forms, and great di- 

verſity of claſſes and ſtations, 

impart knowledge. op en 

SORES pe It 

* The ſame particle is uſed here as chap. xi. 5. and Schul- 
tens thinks not without ſome elegance and ſmartneſs. Zophar 


lays, veulam, at enimvero; but truly, and indeed, or ] verily 
wiſh that God would ſpeak,” &c, To which Job anſwers, 


 weulam, and verily God does ſpeak ; and he muſt be to the 
laſt degree indolent and ſtupid, who does not hear many 


excellent leſſons, even in the language of the inferior cre- 
ation. To connect this paſſage, if that be neceſſary, with 


% 


the former, Job is to be underſtood principally of wild beaſts 


and birds of prey, with the general devaſtation that is made 


by one creature upon another in this carnivorous woild ; 


erein, not the moſt harmleſs and inoffenſive, but com- 


monly the moſt rapacious, fierce and powerful, fare the beſt. 

'Y Schultens underſtands, by earth, reotiles, or creeping things . 
of the earth, and ſuppoſes included the whole round of 
creatures, or Every thing that walks, flies, creeps and ui, 
as heralds of the ſtile, and proclaimers of the ſupreme ex- 
celleney, and infinite juriſdiction of the, all- perfect Being. 


= . 


Job xii. 7. 


Job Kl. 9. all theſe teachers about him; Lord hath wr 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sxer. 17. It is hardly poſlible, that a , Who know. 


wy not in all theſe, 
that the hand of 


wrough 


— refleting thinking man, with 


and from numberleſs demon- this 2 - 
ſtrative proofs, ſhould be o- 
therwiſe than fully farisfied ; 
that the univerſe of exiſtence 
is the unconſtrained free pro- 
duction of an intelligent and 
almighty Being, and wholly 
ſabjett to his unbourided wide 
dominion. 8 
That all thoſe wonderful 10. * In whoſe 

diſplays of his power, and bend is the foul of 
even the human ſpecies them- pen Roe Pix 3. 
ſelves, are, by the condition mankind, 
of their being, dependent on 
his ſuſtaining influences, and 
fubject ro certain laws of his 
| providence and government; 
hfe itſelf, whether the rational 
one of man, or animal of 
beaſt, is abſolutely at his diſ- 

poſal; and it is ire 


they 


5 Some interpret, ao know | not A os? &c. 
others, in, by, and among all, &c C 40 — — 8 
Fob, at the ſame time that he ſp! ike, vinted with hix hand 


— 


Peer | 
to the important object he v was thus ublimely treating on. 
The difference made in the e i. not I 


the terms fed" in the original necellarily require it, fo 
wart rendered foul, ſometimes expreſſes the e li 


of plants and hetbs . and that peel breath, is pie 


to animal being ; but becauſe, whether it be ſo di 


feted to here or not, there 10 that, out 6 to. | be jmpeoed 


aud man mind en nnobled wi Virtue, a conf, 


reant diitinction, berwixt the ſpirit and fa ilties of human | 
beings, ab ths Eid e ren 8 


„ G 


— 
— 


Book of Jo 5. 17 
mn ſhould act in Toten Sc. . 17. 
to his enetted omnipotence; 
or ſo much as barter be de 0. 
vouchſafe conftantly to ſup - 
them; for in him they 
ve, move, and have their being. 
11. Doth not the Is not man formed with 11 
ear try ® words ? and natural ſenſations and alſo 
the mouth taſte meat? with intellectual powers? Is 
not the food he lives upon 
firſt taſted and reliſhed, then 
eaten and digeſted? The like, 
as to ſentiments and doctrines, 
whoever publiſhes them; muſt 
not his moral judgment de- 
termine, by an impartial manly 
trial of their fitneſs and rea- 
ſonableneſs, before he can pro- 
rly aſſent to, and conſiſtently 
5 lieve chem ? 
12. With che an. Reſſ tradition and 1: 
a. ye : and the declarations of former 
— run. ages, upon which you reſt ſo 
much, if it would any way 


ſerve 


„ Although i FREE, denotes word of courſe, or 
free unryſerved coruerſe, yet here 74 ſeems one ebony 
meſoalins, wp ge + of the Hebrews, the amt 

72 1 ſtiled afterwards by che 
il P umi. 1. 8 2 — dark 
ings, eriewtal. ni what authority and 
= veneration eſe were held, abundantly appears 
from this book; and other ſacred — 2 Job ſeems in · 
dined to efteem them in proportion to the inſtruction 
"in they contained; to conftitute a manly and rational enquiry, 
(=, as the teſt even for doctrines handed — from the ſuges 
a of antiquity ; and to eſtabliſti the invaluable right of private 
judgment. 


. Nn 


172 


Scr. 15. ſerve your purpoſe; and firſt, 


Dias. 


| Job declares his own en and elevated Jeni 


A Pax APHRASE: on ih 


— ſuppoſing that every man is to 
examine and. judge, 1 ready 
grant you, that the ancients 
were, many of them, wiſe and 
underſtanding men; and a8 
they had a longer time for it, 
made a more conſiderable pro- 
— than ſome modexns z 
and have left behind them 
ſervations. But there is one 
infinitely. above. HEM; * 


8. E c. T. XVII 


11 


ments, of the - divine ſupreme wiſdom and omni- 
potence. He mentions à variety of inſtances, 
which proclaimed aloud theſe glorious attributes ; 
and how remarkably they bad humbled, and tri- 
| unpbed over all human underſtanding, power and 
ge Ver. 13, to the- end. 


SECT, 18, HE capacities and abi- ns 
1 lities of all created in- N 


3 13. | Elligraces 


5 


ba how! the nl affairs of 10 SE rd 


err , ͤ . eres 


cg 


in n 
Boot f Jos. 


ſtanding. 


Fd ls LEVEL, an nerring 


859 wiſdom dictates. 
14. Behold, he * * 

wake down td rruSons hae pps with 
auen. b. e 10 Me he Tie e. 
up a man, and there n Nilbfugients as utterly ſubs. 
can be no opening. vert, and. 40. razes:the: very 
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—_ : 5 1 * 1 * 
een: vin 916 W boo guts Vs 49977! 


«C4047 D210 ; 
counſel. and ;under landing 5 allbazerdifplayed» in their utmoſt 
perfection, The learned Schulen obſerves; that Jab is not 
giving à general account: of Providence ; hut in tlie viciſſi- 
tades, mixtures, and wonderſukcrerolutions of this earth, 
demonſtrating directly to hig purpoſe, that in this promiſ- 
cuous ſtate, of: things, vii lkppined\to1the good Neo cr the 
evil. this interpretation is / nat i vvithout its difficulties ; for 
it may he hard to nd in this diſcourſe, an inſtanee of gj 
happening, taiths cuil; the wile rather concerning ui and, 
calamitie m; 1 9 — * 2 I abc! 77 1 „l on & ' BS iS Ss 
4 Schultess underſtands thin of a Handen ruin, and votal ſubs" 
verſion. of! people, kingdomsg7potentates; families, or pri- 
vate perſans,' from the moſtiflonriſhing condition? and that 
Jeb had his, own cafe: particularly in view. Whether it 
was really, deſigned for it on not, can a paſſage more aptly | 
expreſs the &reakipg down or:burfling of clouds, and other 
PRA circumſtances for the general deluge ; and the 
atter clauſe, the wonderful putting up of Noah in the art? 


is remarkable in his deſ- 14 


1 3+ - . 2 — 
and boujnded: in the grand ori- Job zl 13. 
gin and eternal ſource of,.reat” 


174 


15 


Aus it it hardly to Job's! 


A Pax ATH ASN on ihe 


8acr. 18. foundation, that there is no 


We den poſſibility of ever repairing or 


Further, it is in 
ſo * and wotderful 
a tnariner'he confines. or im- 


priſbris* 4 „that he 
bas Ito” imaginable way or 
| aſe or redemp- 
tion. 1 
* is: agen obſervable, that 15. Behold © he 
or reſtraitis the withholdeth the wa- 


ters and they dry up; 
element of Water, ito par toy Ax. 


and at abſblute ſcarcity and out, and they over. - 


famine enſue: alſh he dif- turn the carth. 


—_—_ it from his exhauſtleſs 
_ 


, < a 


TAG may be. of Kalte hral-droight, and 
the latter of — al violent — And s — ob- 
ſerves, Mat be underſtood as referring t general 
Adee. Bre the Learned anthor hath 
evil were ut author hath not 
ſhewn' that this was Job's purpoſe : as has before been ob · 
ſerved, evil events and ca/amities are only mentioned _—_ h. 
Ho that ha — — der, 2 

t he ware! „not 4 
crite, though a grieyeus ſufferer im the hand of — rye S- 
by — r — Frome 

more ta / his: ez than reaſoning from a 
Ties, of, ca/amitons. far, im which the moſt righteous of man- 
kind could net ———ů "ag people of a. 

—— * this ſeems to doth eriftand' 
main. ſcape, On thid hend'the late 
Sherlock 1E —_— ved, in his diſſertation on the fem of "the 


| ancients, hon the fall. Ts the boote of 708 hav all 


« the appraxanch that: can arise from internet" cliaraRiers, 
« that, it was written before) anjoof the. bodks" of "BY ny 
* ma w Mot ſuppoſen thüat a 4s made to the 
« tration ofthe; world-by un aniverſal delugef which by 
” Fran M down beer, to 
* ri 93 


ca 6&5 aA. wi 


Beok of Jo. 17 
ſtores, and the impetuous tor- Sor. 38. 
rents ſpeedily. obey, and lar S 
the earth under a 98 ing N 
inundation, or utterly N 
it with a moſt dreadful uni- 
verſal deluge. 
16. With kim is Beyond all controverſy, it 16 
firength and wiſ- is an "unparalleled and: moſt, 
-> Td 4 pt © oniſhing. power and, wiſs, 
his v that the great unſearch- 
able God. in perfection poſſeſ· 
ſes, The inſidious vile tempter 
and Sher and the ſimple. 
ener Going: Ungu unguarded man, 
0 ne Gas his wily arts 3, 
he alike inſiſts upon as his, 
property and, _ to 
Ip = e s; purpoſes "A, 


b The beeived and the 6 : it is added, « if nothing 

: more is meant by this, at that the cunning man, as we 

« as the weak man, h under the power of God, | it is an ob- 
« ſervation that needed not to have been prefaced with an 
«expreſs declaration of God's great wiſdm and power ; 

* nor ſhould-it be placed as i is, among the greateſt works 

« of Providence, the creation. of the world; *he deſtroying- 

it by a flood; the ſettling-and- rag <7 the nations of 

* the earth, and ſtraitning them again In the midſt of theſe 
great accounts af Providence + this obſervation, the 
1 — mak 

. ſom relating to the general condition mankind, 

8 ankinef be oxdetived. to de an inſtanes of God's 

„ vidence, in the great affairs-of the world: and for this 

* reaſon it is very probable,” that the words were meant of + 

« the fall of man through the cunning of the tempter, 

* He appeals likewiſe as having the ſame view, to ch. xzvi. 

" 13. viz; By his ſpirit he hath: . 

ee eee 
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Ta? ber aca?) 
Ser. 18. He is ſo far i Eneaerng 17. He leadeth 
events in the hands of ſtatel-' 


l de Jes 
A PaRA PHASE on the 


oo 
counſellors away 8 


T wen, that he" interpoſes fre” oiled, and maketh 


belt concerted meaſures by inn. 


_ x2 Boo Wipe n ans. the judges fools, 
quent]y,," and infatuates the * 
moſt deliberate cdunſels of the 


ableſt of them: eyen their 


4 


7 


wening accidents, e fen. 


ders ſubverſive of the ids oo 


ber nice a And the veiy 
reverſe 6f that Ju ment and 
erat prudeper: which is ex: 
pettd from preſidents in courts” 
of jlcicqpart; oftentimes ap. 
HI ez 
extteme ftupidity of the fen- 
tences f ages. 

Human 'witdom: is preca- 18. He Iooſeth 
rious, and likewiſe | unſettled che bonds of kings, 


and tortering things are the _ _ — 


thrones of kings: for he di- 
„ion It „bob. 55 veſts * buy) 
| fiauf £5 uh VAR, © 1:3 . 28173 21006 FITS, Vo 0391 n om 
2 * 10 * 415 19 5 f, . 
. fes interprets this, „comparing wir ui. lix. 
15, faaliſd or —— the otiginal. properly ſignifying to 
Arip, às when a man's clothes are Hripsed off, Mich eil 9. 
The meaning is. moſt probably: othat the wiſeſt»politicians,” 
who day them ſchemes he deepeſt. ar & &efzated, or outwit” 
themfalves i18nd $hoſe.who have aipreſeribed pattern, or moatl, 
to proceed Ag even judges dewvrate'yrom it, ai ſolue all 
obligat ans, ond tale ſi and profane thedaw,' by the moſt noto- 
rions; deviatipns fem, or violations of j its plaineſt ſtatutes. 
N This, ng to allude to ſome tparticular;royat:weftrhan, 
perhaps ccronation lb, or go/denbri/liant g ird which: ap- 
pertaĩned to qhoſe lang flowing robes, wherewith the eaſtern 
monarchs wer adorned. . And thę other; that meanen girls, ' 
or common belt, wich which travellers uſually ticked up ther 


| looſe garments-or jourgies;. ar ſervants, for their: wei 


* * 


offices. he meaning, as expreſſed in the paraphraſe, is, 
that he wweakeneth their firengib, and humbleth their pride. 


Book of Jon. _. EEE 
veſts: the moſt illuſtrious po- Sar. 18. 
rentates of all their magais II 
ficence, and reduces them to * 
the abject condition of bond- 
age or ſervitude. | 
19. He leadeth ' The miniſters of religion, 19 
princes away ſpoiled, and moſt ſacred and impor- 
"> <LI tant of characters, are not 
8 ſpared; but frequently in- 
volved in general calamities. 
And perſonages of the firſt 
rank and quality, humbled to 
the loweſt condition of ſer- 
vile deperidance, or deſpicable 
fordid indigence, 
20. He removeth © He has ſilenced thoſe, who 20 
the ſpeech of the | employed the organs of ſpeech 
th truſty, and taketh a- to the beſt purpoſes ; and ne- 
2 a 1 ver opened their lips, but with 
ir ing of the aged. 
le, the cleareſt expreſſions, and 
the ſolideſt arguments in fa- 


i Schultens interprets, very juſtly, JR, Principal perſons. 
of the ecclefiaſiical order, as Melchizedek was Metec, king of 
dalem and Cohen, prieſt of the moſt high God. Gen, xiv. 18. 

t Ethanim, or, in the Arabic, Athinown, or Atzilown, 
ſeems to denote per/onages of a noble birth and parentage, as 
derived from the Arabic In, perenni vena fluxit. The 
ſenſe is, that men elevated to the utmolt height of dignity 
and ſplendor, have met with the molt precipitate and dread» 
ful downfals. | 3 2 8 

| Trufly ſeems to denote men extremely capable of ad- 
viing ; and of inviolable veracity and ſincerity to do it 
faithfully ; and by ſpeech armed with eloquence and argument 
to repreient and enforce it; they become utterly incapable,” 
or fall into entire contempt : and the aged themſelves, whoſe 
experience they ſo much revered, have loſt their ta Yam, 
taſte, knowledge, reaſon, ſenſe or judgment. 


je Vol. I. N vour 
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Ste. 18: your of truth and virtue : and 


—— 2 


ob xii, 


has made the organs, or the 


| 20, facultics of the venerable for 


age and experience, fo re- 
markably fail and decay; that 
they. miſtook, forgot, trifled, 
and little differed from infants 
or idiots, mY 


He hath brought publick 21. He poureth 
diſgrace n the moſt popu- Sentempt upon * 


princes, and weak- 
eneth the ſtrength of 


lar characters; upon perſons 
advanced to the higheſt poſts the n mighty, 
of authority : and eminently 

deſerving of them, by being | 
diſintereſted and genetous be- 

nefactors to mankind. And 

hath reduced and greatly em- 

barraſſed thoſe who fully be- 

lieved their ſtrength invinci- 

ble, or their immenſe fortunes 

impoſſible to be exhauſted, 
88 


m Princes, nedibim, from JN, 1 be naturally boumtiful, "and, 


of mens own accord, liberal and generous. Men of à noble an 


; princely ſpirit, diſtinguiſhed for their munificence, for a diſintereſfid 


and univerſal benevolence, ornaments of human nature, and trul 
the excellent of the earth : even they have felt the jeatouſic 
of capricious fortune, and fallen a ſacrifice to that fick 
changing populace, whom nothing ever long pleaſed. 
The mighty, aphikim, from the radix PORN» ſignifying, by 
a ffrong reſolution to command or tonſtrain themſelves. To 
in by force, as the channel the impetuous ſwelling ftreams. 
Thus a beautiful contraſt appears in the exptetioul : the 


former, /iberally dealt out, the latter, reſolutely kept in. One, 


not without views of popularity; at leaſt a growing fame 
might hence have been expected: but he meets with igno, 
miny and contempt. The other, to be effectually ſecurtd 
and defended ; and he proves weak, expoſed, and vai 


_ quiſhed, 


©. th oa oc on 


QT n 5 
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22. He diſcover- 
eth deep things out 
of darkneſs, and 
bringeth out to light 
the ſhadow of death. 


23. He increaſeth 
the nations, and de- 
froyeth them; he 
enlargeth the na- 
tions, and ftraitneth 
them again, 


way the heart of the 
chief of the people 
of the earth, and 
cauſeth them to wan- 
der in a? wilderneſs 
where there is no way. 


d Gen. i. 2, 


numbers. 


24. He taketh * 


He revealeth in the opens er. 18. 
eee 


light of meridian blazing day, 


myſterious reſerved men l 


deepeſt intrigues, and moſt 
fecret receſſes. Gloomy dark- 
neſs, the covert of death, or 
the grand abyſs, are all bright- 


neſs and illumination when he 


pleaſes. | 
| His bleſſings of peace, 
health, and plenty, greatly 
multiply nations: his judg- 
ments of war, peſtilence and 
famine, ſoon reduce their 
The union and 
barmony which he promotes, 
both enlarge their territories, 
and defend their tranquility ? 
their jealouſies, diſcords and 
diviſions, Which he ſuffers, 


' impair their ſtrength, and 


contract their boundaries. 
He brings into the loweſt 
contempt, the moſt exalted 
and important ſtations and 
commiſſions; by lodging them 
in hands which are utterly deſ- 
titute of ability or integrity to 
N 2 conduct 


o Peters very juſtly obſerves, that q does not properly 
ignify a wilderneſs, but confuſion ; and is the very word 
ule to expreſs the chaos before the world was 
brought into form. A metaphorical expreſſion for being be- 
wildered, Moreover, the wanderin 
that of a whole people: this is only o 


Crit, Diff. 4to. p. 32. 


of the 1/raelites was 


the chief of the people. 


23 


24 
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Secr. 16. conduct them; or by wholly 

HO 0s diveſting governors of provin- 

ne generals of armies of 

wiſdom, courage and fidelity. 

As a traveller who has loſt his 

way, they appear bewildered, 

and greatly perplexec. 

25 By means of ill: formed de- 25. They grope in 

ſigns and unſettled reſolu- — dark Fey 

tions, their enterprizes inevi- , es Anon 

i tably miſcarry; and all affairs like a drunken mar. 
they ſhould manage, are' in IP 

the utmoſt diſorder and con- 

fuſion : As the dizzy reeling 

drunkard, they ſtumble and 

blunder, from one abſurdity, 

danger and diſaſter, to an- 

other. | 


" P Without light, Schultens interprets, very properly, quod 
xibil minus eft quam lux, homo et non Deus. 1ſai. xxx. 3. Can 
et non ſdiritus, nihil minus quam Deas, nihil minus quam i. 

. . ritus; nothing leſs than light, or as it has been tiled, palhabl, 
berrible darkneſs. | 7 


CHAP, 


ut 


AP. 


mine ear hath heard : 
and underſtood it. been an inattentive ſpectator 


Book of Jos. 


CHAP, XII. SECT. XIX. 


Job again requeſts to be heard before a moſt juſt and 


equal God. He taxes his friends with a crimi- 
nal partiality and infamous prevarication. Under 
pretence of vindicating the ways of God and Pro- 
vidence, they aſcribed to him what was utterly 
unworthy of bim; and thereby, he aſſures them, 
very juſtly incurred his high diſpleaſure, He 
counſels them to be filent, that they may not ap- 
pear entirely contemptible: and adds, as to him- 


181 


ſelf, that, whatever was the conſequence, he ſbould 


ſupport his character for integrity, and moſt 


pioufly and ſtedfaſtiy truſt and hope for the divine 


acceptance. Ver, 1—17, 


Jos xiii. 1. Jos xii. 1, 
O mineeye hath 
ſeen all hit, 


of the various events of Pro- 
vidence, and numberleſs im- 
portant viciſſitudes in human 
affairs: nor am I unſtudied 


in the invaluable knowledge 


of paſt ages. 


the ame do I know 
alſo + | am not in- 
ferior unto you, 


2. What ye know, Lou cannot in theſe reſpects 


avail yourſelves, or make out 
the leaſt advantage you have 
gained over me. If I be not 
ſuperior to you, I will be bold 
to ſay, I am your equal, and 

3 have 


7 Hatever you would Secr. 19. 
ſurmiſe, I have not 


ob xiii. 1. 


* 


182 A PARAPHRASE en the 
Secr. 19.have no occaſion to ſubmit to 
your authority and dictates, 
Job xiii.3. In truth you can neither in- _ 3. Surely I would 


form nor convince me; and ſpeak to the Almigh- 
hoot ty, and I deſire to 1 
you ſeem to dety all my en- reaſon with God. 


deavours to do it on your 
part: I ſhould ſincerely eſ- 
teem it the greateſt happineſs, 
moſt humbly to addreſs al- 
mighty God; and appear at 
the bar of perfect reaſon and 
equity to argue my own prin» 
ciples, and better underſtand 
the nature and views of the 
diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence. 3 | 
4 As for your parts, you per- 4. But ye are: for 
verſely miſtake the queſtion, Sers of lies, my 
and 


From Ne, t few, or prove by reaſon, that a thing i 
or is not fo : to plead, in order to clear a man's ſelf : to refut 
Falſe charges, or tonfute and diſprove falſe and flanderous lar 
guage. And it may be aſked, where was the great impiety 
of Job's wiſhing to defend his integrity before his impartial 
Maker, fince he could not do it before partial men to their 
ſatisfadtion; though he was fully conſcious thereof in his 
own mind? | | 
r Schultens underſtands this of plaifterers or painters, and 
the expreſſion to denote the /abour and fludy wherewith Job 
friends endeavoured to prepare their diſco.rſes, 5900 fig: 
nifies to „h together, or to joint, as carpenters do thei 
work.  P/. cxix, 61, it is tranſlated as in the text, to forge; 
and connected with PU, 4 lie. — The meaning ſeems te 
be, either joining a malicious falſhood, and ſeanaalous actin 
o a perſou : or, ſetting a ſeries of theſe together, in order ti 
Mlacken him. — Thus Fob xiv. 17. Thou ſeaueſt up, or join 
Aton myne iniquity, or punifoment : i. e. thou joineſi puniſoment 
ug puniſoment, or ſuffering to ſuffering, And the latter clauſe 


8 


ould 
to ! 
d. 


| Book of J 3. 


all phyſicians of no and only contrive to defend Szcr. 19. 
your own falſhoods and miſ- 
repreſentations z you are wil- Job xi . 


value. 


5. O that you 
would * altogether 
hold your peace, and 
it ſhould be your 
wiſdom, 


6. Hear now my 
reaſoning, and heark · 
en to the pleadings 
of my lips. 


is literally — phy 


fully and ſcandalouſly igno- 


rant of the very caſe, for which 


you boldly pretend to preſcribe 
remedies. | 

I would honeſtly recom- 
mend to you perfect ſilence : 
neither have you any other 
chance to be ever hereafter 
deemed wiſe; or not reckoned 
deſpicably fooliſh, if you pre- 


ſume to openyour lips, in mat- 


ters where you have plainly ſo 


little knowledge. 

Hearken to the admoni- 
tions your diſcourſes challenge 
from me: and now I am re- 
ſuming the argument, and 
giving a farther ſtate of the 


caſe, do you cloſely attend, 


and freely and impartially ex- 
amine, 
N 4 


ficians, empyricks, rephaims, ancient giants, 


dead bodies, mummies ¶ lor theſe different ſenſes the word is 
uſed in] — all of you — meer nothings. | 

* Tacenda taceretis a common Hebraiſm to give energy to, or 
expreſs the certainty of ſomething. The phraſe is like that of 
Solomon's,, Prov. xvii. 28. Even a fool when he holdeth his 
peace, is counted wiſe, &c. And as Socrates adviſed, Loguere 
adoleſcens ut cognoſeam te. Job wiſhes them to refrain ſpeaking 
that they might not be known, 


. 


You 
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Ss cr. 19. You profeſs to eſpouſe the 7. Will you fpeak 
cause of God; but do the Vickedly for God? 


Job 


— 


A PARAPHR ASE on the 


, and talk deceitfully 


xiii. 7: ways of 18 providence ſtand for him? 


in need of raſh and unjuſt cen- 

{ures to vindicate them? Out 

of zeal for his honour, muſt 

you make me a wicked man 

and an hypoerite, and utterly 

ſubvert all reaſon, truth and 

juſtice ? What is this but e- 

quivocating with your own 

hearts, and in behalf of God, 

ſpeaking flagrant untruths of 

your friend ? 

' He is ſurely above all, but 8. Will ye accept 

is he therefore the object of his Perſon ? will ye 
d 3 contend for God? 

vicious favour and partial al- 

fection? 


t They did not convince or refute, but correct, cenſure and 
reproach. The terms ſeem forenſick, and imply that thoſe 
who declaimed and endeavoured to procure them, or thoſe 
who paſſed ſentences, were influenced by the power and 
wealth, or the acquaintance and friendſhip of one party, 
to the prejudice and injury of another. This paſiage con- 
tains juſt and excellent morals. The learned in the law 
ſurely want not to be reminded by this book, to /cok fledfaftl 
at the merits of things : but the bigotted religious of al 
denominations do : and ſhould, night and day, ſtudy this 
paſſage," to put an end to their ancharitable cenſures, and but 
tao epidimical lying in the name of the Lord: their reckoning 
the miſeries of men, of a different party, divine judgments ; 
and, in ſhort, uſt morals of principle and practice, as hardly 
to be allowed a place in an orthodox creed, or common benefit 
of the clergy. TEK 

u Heath takes this for a judicial term, and to denote putting 
#be ſentence in execution, from the uſe of the word Fudp. vi. 
31, if he be a God let him execute vengeance for himſelf : i. e. 


let him firike him dead who hath caſt down his altar. If Job 


was really apprehenſive, to this degree, ſrom his friends, 
he is ſurely excuſable for a moſt vigorous defence of himſelf. 


.* £5 


9. * Is it good that 


he ſhould ſearch you 


out? or as one man 
mocketh another, do 
ye ſo mock him? 


10. He will ſurely 
reprove you, if ye 
do ſecretly accept 
perſons, 


11. Shall not his 
excellency make you 
afraid ? and his dread 


fall heavy upon you. 


Book of Jo. 


fection? whether right or 
wrong in itſelf, and according 
to the juſteſt meaſures, does a 


185 
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Job xiij. 8. 


thing's being on the ſide of 


God make it fair and equal? 
or do you come out of regard 
to him, previouſly reſolved to 
accuſe and condemn me, whe- 
ther I am innocent or guilty. 

Is not this a real indignity 
to the Almighty ? and may it 
not be ſuch a fault as, you 
have too much reaſon to fear, 
may one time or other be 
ſtrictly enquired into, and 
draw down his ſevere chaſtiſe- 
ments on your own heads ? 

It will undoubtedly prove 
a very high offence and pro- 
vocation, for which he will 
inflict upon you heavy judg- 
ments, if you, however ſe- 
cretly and in concert, judge 
thus raſhly and unjuſtly, even 
for him, or in vindication of 
his ways. 

You will tremble when he 
diſplays the perfection of his 


Juſtice, and the glory and ter- 


ror of that throne he hath 
| erected 


* J., Schultens renders, an bonum erit, quum diſcutiet vo- 
biſcum : will it appear fitting and right when he Gall diſcuſs 
or examine with you The paraphraſe of this, and of one 
or two of the following verſes, is, in part, taken from 


Peters, 


10 


rer. 19. erected for diſpenſing it. His 
— — frowns, and marks of his high 


Job 
Ih, 


12 
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diſpleaſure, which ſhould have 
deterred, will fall intolerably 
heavy, and force you molt bit- 
terly to lament it, that you 
ever acted this part, or thus 
derrogated from the equity of 
the divine adminiſtration. 

Your anſwers taken from 12.7 Your remem. 
obſervation and antiquity, for — are like unto 
which you depend on your "ans "gg 
memories, are ſpeeches of no g 
value. And in point of rea- 

FN ſoning 


Y Schultens renders, your memorials even @ breath of wind 
ewill d:flurb and diſperſe, as if they were written in aſbes and 
like them : and your backs are backs of clay, which of their 
own accord are ready to flow abroad or fall in pieces, The 
Vulgate has it, et redigentur in lutum cervices veſtræ. The 
word Ag not only ſignifies, as Peters has obſerved, the back 
and ſhoulders of à man, but in general, the prominent part of 
any thing, and therefore is put for the bo/5 of a buckler, Job 
xv. 26, If we ſuppoſe the ges were put for the bucklers, 
this likewiſe will afford a good ſenſe, viz. your bucklers are 
[like] to bucklers of clay; —that is, your defenfive weapons, 
or arguments, are weak, or as wreſtlers in their exerciſes, 
you are thrown on your backs. Some tranſlate your eminencies 
are eminencies of clay, and Mudge ſuppoſes q to be the ſame 
with Gabbatha A raiſed place in a court of juflice, where tbe 


Judges ſiood and abſolwed or condemned; and the meaning to be, 


abi not all your grandeurs and tribunals, which you now lool 
fo big upon, and from whence you now pronounce ſuch pe- 
remptory ſentences, forink down into meer duft and aſhes befort 
Go, quhen he Hall raiſe himielf to lay open your ſecret prevari- 
cation ? in this is concealed, he adds, a ſecret hint of what 
in fact happened, when God appeared in the winding up 
of the aftair. By memorials he underſtands that by which a 


perion is talked of now, and remembered heteafttr : i. e. bis 


game and title, 
= 


Gu 
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ſoning and argument you are Szer. 19. 


fairly baffled. : 
13, Hold your Again, therefore I beg you 


NT ana mp to be ſilent, nugatory haran- 


Jet come on me what Sues are not ſuitable to theſe 
will, important matters ; and my 
honour is concerned, and cha- 
rafter injured, by your at- 
tempts to treat on what you 
do not underſtand. I ſhall 
declare nothing relative to rhe 
diſpenſations of Providence, 
but what truly proceeds from 
the incorruptneſs and integrity 
of my heart; and am not, 
and ſurely you need not be, in 
pain about conſequences. 
14. * Wherefore You aſk me, why I ſhould 
do I take my fleſh conſider my caſe as thus re- 
oy medileſs 


2 Theſe are reckoned proverbial expreſſions for one that 
ſpares not, but expoſes his life to the greateſt danger. Schul- 
tens interprets, at all events, and whatever further evil of 
body or mind ſhall be inflifted on me, it is my determined reſo- 
lution to report my caſe to the Almighty, and in his preſence de- 
monſirate my innocence. The paraphraſe, which is from Pe- 
ters, ſeems to expreſs Job's meaning: to put a man's 4½ 
in his hand ; or, literally, in the hollow of his hand, is an 
idiom that is well underſtood, and often applied to the mi- 
litary ſtation ; and probably, 10 take, or take up his fab in 
bis teeth, may have a ſimilar meaning ; and both be expreſ- 
five of an extremity of danger or diſtreſs. As a wild beaſt 
rouſed from his den by hunters, flies with what prey he 
can carry within his jaws : or as other animals run away 
with ſpoil they have gotten in their mouths, till they find a 
convenient place to devour it. Chafpelozv thinks, beginning 
the 14th verſe with the quick repetition of 1273 ), as the 
13th ends, adds great beauty to the text: /et come on me what 
will — what will I take, &c. 


— — 


Job xii, 
13. 


"J 
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SecT. 19. medileſs and deſperate : ſay- 


Job xiii. 
14. 


ing, why ſhould you be thus 
low to believe, that God will 
deliver you out of your trou- 
bes? This looks as if you 
were conſcious of ſome wick- 
edneſs, that rendered you un- 
worthy of ſuch a deliverance. 
To which I anſwer, no! it is 
not the want of a due hope 


or truſt in God, occaſioned 


"5 


by any wickedneſs I am con- 
ſcious of, that makes me thus 
deſpair of my condition. 

In all probability, he will 
very ſhortly deprive me of 
life; neither have I the leaſt 

round to hope for any other 
relief, but by death, from theſe 
miſeries: ſtiil upon other con- 
ſiderations, I do both truſt in 
God, and am in the higheſt 
degree ſolicitous to ſupport 
my character, and aſſert mine 
integrity in his preſence, and 

to his approbation, 
Becauſe 


in my teeth, and put 
my lifein mine hand? 


4 


15. 2 Though he 
ſlay me, yet will I 
truſt in him : but I 
will maintain mine 


own ways before him, 


There is another reading taken notice of, by the above 
author, which the original will bear, amounting pretty much 
to the ſame : /o, he will kill; I will not hope : nevertheleſs I 
ewill argue my own ways, or plead my own cauſe before him. 
He alſo ſpall be my ſalvation, for an kypocrite ſhall not come be- 


See Crit. Dif. p. 78. 


fore bim. He would truſt in him both in life and death, 


Ac ochiach, but I will maintain or rather, as Chappelow 


obſerves, only let me maintain. 
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16. 5 He alſo ſhall Becauſe from his judgment, Szcr. 19. 
be my ſalvation: for which will doubtleſs be favou- 
an hypocrite ſhall not 


. rable to ſincerity, I hope, and 

1 1 Tn. fully depend for the nobleſt 
happineſs of eternal ſalvation 

— but were I a diſſembler, 

and pretender only, to piety 

and virtue, without any truth 

and reality, I could have no 

reaſonable foundation for ſuch 

exalted hopes: for a falſe man 

and vile hypocrite, I am cer- 


tain, can never bear his pre- 


ſence, 


Cam hu, Be alſo, or, as the above author obſerves, etiam 
lor ipſum : even this very circumſlance ; the maintaining my 
own ways, and having preſerved my virtue, ſhall be my ſalva- 
tion : for an hypocrite ſhall not come before him ; i, e. ſhall not 
have this priviledge granted him ; ſhall not be able to do it 
without horror ; whenever he does it, ſhall have a ſentence 
of condemnation. This text extorts from Schaltens, who, 
in common, ſhews no partiality to 705, an excellent caution, 
and noble exclamation.  * Beware, ſays he, of making 
« that the voice of deſperation, which declares the man's 
« vital and immoveable hope. And, oh the incredible 
force of innocence, which inſpires with ſuch confidence!“ 
It ſeems hardly poſſible to put any rational interpretation 
upon this, and many other paſſages, without ſuppoſing 7b 
moſt firmly perſuaded of another life ; and as his happineſs 
or miſery in that life, appeared to depend on what he acted 
in this; it cannot be wondered at, that he ſhould be anxiouſly 
ſolicitous, both to maintain his integrity, and vindicate his 
character. For antiquity will ſcarce defend the hypotheſis, 
that Job was actually upon a formal trial of his morals, from 
his circumſtances for life or death. Though it muſt be 
owned to have a ſtronger face of probability, than moſt 
other hypothetick ' explanations of this work. And the 
nearer approaches are made to the originals of things, the 


juſter appear their ideas, and the higher their regard to virtue 
and morals. Set, 
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16. 
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Seer. 1g. ſence, nor. appear before his 
= ſupreme tribunal, without hor- ah” 
Job 3 ror and confuſion. 


Sec, 20. 


Job Ai. xiii. 
7. 


e e . XX. 


Job again rug intreats is miſtaken friends to 


attend and examine. He aſſerts his integrity, 


and that upon the equitable ' candid trial which 
He defired, it would be abundantly manifeſt : but 
_ if it appeared that be was guilty, as to the crimes 


_ they bad charged him with, be was not unwilling 


46. ſuffer the greateſt puniſhments. He requeſts to 
be only exempt from preſent pain and all appre- 


benſive fear; and then to be heard before the 


Almighty. He farther expoſtulates, and, in ten- 


der moving expreſſions, laments bis deplorable cir- 
cumſtances. Ver. 17, to * end, ;--.. 


Jos xiii. 17. Jo ali. — 
HAT Iam goin to , | 

W declare proceeds og ay doclrttions wih 
the integrity ir my heart, and your ears. 
the fulleſt conviction that it is 
both juſt and right in itſelf, 
and of the urmoſt importance 
for you to hear: therefore J 
deſire you moſt diligently to 
attend to, and be deeply im- 
_ with it. 

My manner of . on 18, Behold now! 
" Chal not be more open and have ordered my 


_ unteſerved, than my argu- 
ments deliberately conſidered, 


founded | 


cauſe ; F know that 


I ſhall be juſtified. | 


0 2 


— — — 9, em. > UO.. - 
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founded in truth and reaſon, SS r. 20. 


and ranged in due order. So 

that I promiſe myſelf a full 

acquittal from every the leaſt 

criminal charge, in the ver- 

dict of all impartial upright 
rſons. 

19. © Who is he I am bold to challenge any 
2 plead with unprejudiced thinking man, 
Md — * let him be ever ſo powerful, 
ghoſt. 

| — in this: and, I do not 

oubt, ſoon convincing him 
that my grievous calamities 
are not the deſerved puniſh- 
ments of aggravated wick- 
edneſs. It is impoſſible I 

ſhould 


e Schultens interprets, ſi quis fit, qui me reum agere poſſit, f 
wel ipſe Deus, ab hoc ipſo momento memet tradam filentio, in eoque 
abjecta omni defenſium mei expirabo : i. e. J any one proves me 
guilty, even the Almighty himſelf, from this moment 1 deliver up 
myſelf to filence, and, in bat condition, abandoning all further 
vindication, will expire. Literally it is, who is he will plead, 
litigate, conteſt with me ? jane nunc, verily now T ſhall hold 
my peace, and fall give up the ghoſt, The meaning ſeems 
to be, that the affair ſhould quickly be diſpatched, for he 
was haſting to the higheſt tribunal : and he was greatly 


concerned, with all expedition, both to clear his character 


before men, and be. prepared to appear before the high 
God. Perhaps the two things which meft engaged his 
thoughts were, one of them, the removal of his afflictions, 
in order to ſatisfy his friends of his integrity — which no- 
thing ſhort of that would do: the other, that he might 
have no ground to apprehend the return of them. Moreover, 
ſome would add, that his heart and mind might be ſo 
compoſed and fortified, entirely good and virtuous, that he 
could be able to ſupport the divine preſence, and ſtand the 
teſt of his ſolemn judgment. 


Job xii, 
13, 


19 


mall give up the and, in other reſpects, formi- 
dable, to appear mine anta- 


oY 
_ 
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Ster. 20. ſhould be conſiſtent with my- 
: Tar ©, and refuſe giving fatis- 
19. faction; or, during the ſhort 
time I have to live, be ſilent 
upon this head, before any 
tribunal. You may, if you 
pleaſe, ſuppole me already 
expired, and ſtanding before 
the Supreme One. 
20 Even there, and, O thou 20, Only do not 


truly proper Arbiter and moſt two thingy 1 2 
righteous Judge, in thy moſt myſelf from rH 
glorious preſence, indulge thy 
faithful ſervant only in two t 
requeſts ; and I have not ſo 
departed from my rank in the 
creation, nor degraded my ra- 
tional nature, that I ſhould 
avoid, or ſhrink fi om the moſt 
equal, ſolemn, and unalterable 
determination. - <2 

21 One is, that thou wouldſt 21. © Withdraw 
be pleaſed to deſiſt from cor- ine hand far from 

recting, q - on _ 


© Literally, a facie tua non abſcondar, that is, he wvduld not fr 

abſcond, or hide himſelf from the preſence even of the Al- 

| mighty. As it is recorded the fi man did, after his tranſ- 
| | grellion; to which this may' not improbably, be an alluſion, 
| © Neither his hand, nor his dread, the one to oppreſs, the 2 
| 2 to terrify. His hand, or, literally, the palm and hol- 
| low of his hand, wherewith he had ſmitten him, and which 
| had given occaſion to many uncharitable ſurmiſes and heavy 
| cenſures. And his terror, as a Being perfealy acquainted iel 
with all his frailties, and armed with omnipotence moſt : 

| dreadfully to reſent them, to bring on a return of his mi- 
| ſeries, and increaſe them to what degree he pleaſed, Whe- 

ther it be the ſenſe of the * or not, there is certainly 

ſomething I 
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me: and let not thy recting, and throw at the Szcr. 20. 


_ make me a-: oreateſt diſtance this burthen 
; of miſery, which lies extreme 
heavy upon my body, mind, 

and character. Further, re- 

lieve me from all terrible ap- 

prehenſions, as to the future, 

on account of thy perfect purity 

and tranſcendent glory, and 

my own manifold infir mities. 

22, f Then call If I may be lo happy as to 
thou and I will an- obtain theſe favours, which I 
— = 4 3 hops are not too great for me 
2 umbly to intreat; in ſpite of 
all my friend's allegations, I 

can clear my reputation, and 

defend my principles. O thou 

infallible Diſcerner, reſpecting 

my righteouſneſs and ſinceri- 

ty, as is agreeable to thy good 

pleaſure, make the ſtricteſt in- 

quiſition, or permit me to de- 


ſomething affecting and awful in the ſentiment, even to the 
moſt virtuous of mankind, of a dine nemeſis, and moft glo- 
rious preſence ; enough, perhaps, to damp and overſet the 
firmeſt mind, if the ſame illuſtrious Being, who is to inter- 
rogate, did not likewiſe ſupport, ſpade his ſplendor, and foew 
mercy. And it was only integrity, not innocence, that Fob 
pretended to, 

' Theſe ſeem to be forenſick terms, whoſe de/ign and ob- 
vious meaning is to be ſhewed ; not a ſimile ever interpreted 
and tortured to agree, in all reſpecls, with the ſubject it is 
brought to illuſtrate, only in one material circumfiance ; much 
leſs is it to be ſuppoſed, that Job did not expreſs himſelf 
with the utmoſt decorum and reverence reſpecting an infi- 
wte Being. 


Vor. I. O clare 


194 A ParaPntasr on the 
Sect. 20. clare how I have both ated 


Jo GI and ſuffered on this earthly 
”. 
23 And let me only know 23. * How many 


what prevarication, hypocri- ag — 
ſy, or habitual preſumptuous me to know ny 


tranſgreſſion I am guilty of; tranſgreſſion and my 
why 1 am thus treated; that #*n 


-; 5 þ 


E Chapjelow diſtinguiſhes the meaning of the words into 
erooked ways, miſtakes, and contumacy ; and ſeems to ſuppoſe 
a ſimilar gradation with that Lev. xvi. 21. — Iniquitizs 
perverſe and crooked ways — tran(greſſions, their prevaricating 
and contumacious offences — and fins, all their errors an 
failings, EIN: 

Peters, from whom part of the paraphraſe of this and the 
following verſe is taken, obſerves: they muſt never have 
ſtudied theſe admirable remains of antiquity, not to ſee in- 
numerable beauties, paintings of genuine nature, and cc. 

caſions to ſet the higheſt value on it. — The good man is in 
the depths of miſery, innocently ſinking under the weight 
of pain and grief; and what human heart ever expreſſd 
this with more of real unblameable nature, which cannd 
be ſtoically eaſy in ſuch circumſtances, and with leſs imp 
tience, If any one ſhould reckon this expoſtulation ſome- 
thing faulty, and unbecoming that awful diſtance whit) 
ſhould be obſerved betwixt a creature and his Creator; ye 
it is very much alleviated by thoſe expreſſions of humility au 
ſelf. abaſement, which immediately precede and follow it 
For if it be a rule of equity to put the:;beſt-conſtrutin 
upon words and things that they will bear, Je ſeems, i 
the firſt part, to wiſh that God would diſcover to him tit 
particular fins, if cept which he thus afflicted, c. l 


ES Þ* 


the ſecond, the exceptiqnable part, he ſeems, neverthele 


to account it the greateff of his calamities, that God ſhould 


hide his face, &c. In the laſt part, he confeſſes his out 
meanneſs, or rather nothingneſs, in-compariſon of Got; 
and that in a manner ſo ingenuous and ſimple, as to {vi 
fttat his complaints, however paſſionate and moving, had WlWcko, 
a ſmall mixture (for I muſt not venture to ſay none) of pri 

and ſtubbornneſs at the bottom of them, Grit, Dif. #* 
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my juſt character, which, to Sser. 30. 
Job il. 


an honeſt man, is dearer than 
life, may not, by my miſtaken 23. 
7 friends, be thus undeſervedly 
eS ſullied and darkened to all ge- 
e = nerations, and I readily ſub- 
a mit. It is not diltreſs and 
anguiſh, though never man 
knew more, that I am ſo much 
concerned about z my reputa- 
tion is at ſtake, and I ſhall be 
- forever reported as a wicked 


man. 

tin 24. Wherefore » I have certainly committed 
a tideſt thou thy face, no particular fins that ] perſiſt 
and holdeſt me for in, and errors that I am not 
thine enemy ? willing to correct for the fu- 
ture. And, O thou juſt and 
good God, I cannot but ac- 
count it the greateſt of my 
calamities, that thou ſhouldſt 


deal with me as an enemy, 
whoſe friendſhip and favour 
I have always ſet the higheſt 
value on, and endeavoured to 
conciliate and prelerve, by the 
integrity of my life, and ne- 
ver to depart from that in- 
tegrity. © k 
O's The 


d This is an idiom of fpeech that very frequently occurs 
n holy writ, and ſeems only to expreſs what were generally 
eckoned marks of divine diſpleaſure, or affliiftion ; and the 
ater phraſe, as Chappe/ow well obſerves, bringing him into 
rait and difficulties, as an enemy does in blocking up, or 
Jing cloſe ſiege to a place, or perſon he wages war againſt, 


hide thy face from me, and 


24 


196 | 
Szcr. 20. The object is too incon- 25. 1 Wilt thou 
ſiderable for ſo great an ex - break a leaf driven 


k — 
Job xii 


25. 


1. 


What is a leaf already pluck- 


26 


A PanaPrinacs on the 


; to and fro ? and wil 
pence of power; and the op- thou purſue the dy 
polition by no means worthy gubble ? 


of ſo long a reſentment. 


ed or fallen, withered and 
toſſed by every wind, that it 
ſhould be alſo broken ? Or 
what ſtubble which is dried 
and parched, that it ſhould be 
further cruſhed and perſe- 
cuted ? The ſame waſte of 
ſtreng:h it is to diſtreſs the 
r remains of my truly mi- 
ſerable being. 
Notwithſtanding all this 26. For tho 
meanneſs, rather meer vanity Writeſt bitter thin 
and bay 


i This is a beautiful ſtriking ſimile. Comp. Jai. ali. 
Matt. xii. 20. The meaning ſeems to be, would he cruþb 
that was fallen and could make no reſiſtance ? or increaſe c 


lamities to him that was already undone ? If uy a” 
neceſſary for the patient man, as the above author ſeems! © 
grant, yet it muſt be ſaid, many of his expreſſions are z 
ſame that never were cenſured in the prophets and hol 15 
men of antiquity It ſeems moſt probable, that we «A 
not annex ęxactly the ſame ideas to their forms of ſpeak 
that they did. Otherwiſe, as human nature is the (anal 
we ſhould not ſee much difference as to the wiſeſt and ily” 


men's expreſſions of their joys and ſorrows. 
* R. Levi comments on this verſe — attah goxer geri 
&c. thou decreeſt hard and bitter decrees againſt me, Schul 
- makes it allude to the ancient 5ry para, or marks of pub 
io nominy, inſcribed. and deeply impreſſed on the faces or bath 
criminals and ſlaves. The inſcriptos wultus, which Pliny g 
them, and ſuppoſes the /etters or marks burnt in. Vid. 
M. L. vi. vii. viii. Lig, Ed. ii. 15. Deut. 1 
| Pol 
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againſt me, and mak- and nothingneſs of mine, up-Szcr. 20. 
thou el me to poſſeſs on a compariſon with thee, O 


J * on my thou origin and centre of al 


e ch perfection! How rigorous and 
unrelenting an aſpect do thy 
diſpenſations bear? And if 
they be all for the indiſcre- 
tions and follies of my un- 
experienced juvenile days, how 
ſmall muſt be confeſſed the 
allowances made for natural 
infirmity, precipitate paſſion, 
or weakneſs of reaſon, and 
ſtrength of temptation ? 

27. Thou ! putteſt The greateſt offenders a- 
my feet alſo in the gainſt publick juſtice are not 
ſocks, O 3 more 


Poflibly all that is meant may be concluded from the natural 
original purpoſe of writing, wiz. to remember matters — and 


the ſenſe be, that as if he had written them down he never 


him, As to the learned profeſſor's comment on the latter 
clauſe, it is not ſo ſuitable to Job's meridian, as it may be to 


97 ae and time ſo far back, as that one can well ſuppoſe him 
preſent at, or acquainted with the nod of Dort. To poſſeſs 
the iniquities of his youth, ſeems to denote no more than his 
WWoffering, or being puniſhed for the iniquities he had actually 
realm mitted at that time of life. | 
| | Pineda and Bolducius underftand this of fetters, or a clog 
worn by priſoners, ſlaves, and unruly cattle ; and as alluding 
to the ulcerous fores on Job's feet, which forbad his walking 
out, Bartenora, S. Jarchi, and R. Levi, explain ſad of a 


e of timber avith a hole in it ta draw the priſaner's foot 
of pu tbrough, with another placed in an oblong figure over it to keep it 
c anſwerable to a machine not unknown in Great Britain, 


Mudge interprets the above mentioned word, of a clog put 


098 et ebe foot of a beaft apt to ſtray, or a fugitive ſlave, with 
- (i Owner's mark imprinted on the bottom of it, which left the 


print 


boot, he ſtill Rept in mind to afflict and moſt bitterly to diſtreſs 


the low-lands ; neither have any interpreters brought his 


Job xiii, 
26. 


27 
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src. 20. more cloſely confined; the ftocks, and looket 


Job xi. 


27. 


28 


tramping and beating the feet of their ſlaves ; neither is it 


print bebind it wherever be trod: why fhouldſt thou watch 


| 4 moſt compleat image Literally it is, he is worn away with 


chapter before they. conclude this; and Junius and Tr: 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


moſt dangerous men to ſo- natrowig untoallny 


1 £2 3 paths; thou ſetteſt 3 
ciety not more narrowly ob- print upon the heck 


ſerved ; nor the moſt igno- of my feet. 
minious baſe flaves branded 

with ſtronger marks of in- 

famy. 

Thus afflicted, decayed and 28. And he az 
haſting to corruption, is the 3 _— 
wretched being before thee 3 that is * . 
corroded with grief and pain, 
and worn out with miſery. 


me ſo narrowly, that not a ſingle falſe ſtep ſhould eſcape 
thee from my infancy, on purpoſe that thou mighteſt find 
reaſons for puniſhing me; when I muſt ſoon conſume of 
courſe of myſelf, without any thing of this to haſten me! 
Others reckon this a reference to the cruelty of maſters in 


unlikely that ſome ſuch puniſhments are alluded to, and 
were well known, in their particular circumſtances, when 
this book was written, but are not now ſo eaſy to aſcertain, 
As to the change of perſons, there are ſeveral inſtances 
where the firſt and third ſeem confounded, perhaps not 
without beauty and elegance. 

m Scha/tens lays, ſic completiſſima naſcitur imago — thus riſs 


a putrid ercfion, and the moth conſumes him as a garment, St. 
veral of the Hebrew Bibles take in four verſes of the nen 
8 Jeb finiſhes his complaint with the 27th. D.. 


Grey and profeſſor Chappelow make the laſt verſe the third of 
the next chapter, | 


CHAP 


1 


3 1 
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CHAP, XIV. SECT; XII. 


In ſeveral beautiful alluſions Job repreſents the un- 
certainties and miſeries of this mortal life, and 
pleads for relief and ſupport under ſome of the 

| heavieſt of them. From this ſituation of human 
affairs, the certainty of death in its uſual courſe, 
and the viſible triumphs of the grave, he ſeems to 
be enquiring for arguments of reaſon to eſtabliſh 
his faith in the inviſible world, and comfort his 
mind with the hopes of the advancement, if not 
reſurreftion of mankind, to another more perfect 
and ſettled exiſtence and happineſs, Ver. 1, to 
the end. 


Jos xiv. 1. Jos xiv. 1. 
eb as is u W IT H reſpect to one Ser. 21. 

ier a 4 individual of man 
and full of trouble. kind, who entered upon life) D*. 1. 
wh in the ſtrong pains of her who 

bore him, it is lamentably vi- 

ſible how ſmall a compaſs of 

time is allotted him, and how 

loaded and diſmal with adver- 

ſity and milery that ſhort ſpan 

is. In ſome degree is not this 


O 4 | the 


u Great pains have been uſed to interpret this, and the 
mother of our whole race ſuppoſed to be glanced at in it, 
But as the ſubject is affliction and mortality, may not the 
expreſſion molt naturally refer to the ſorrow in which the ſex 
bring forth. As much as if he had ſaid, the entrance upon 
hfe was in tronble, and the few ſucceeding days have been full 
of the fſams, a 
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Szcr. 21.the common fate of all, who 


' Jobxiv. 1. 


ſpring from earthly parents 
and inhabit this world of va- x 
nity ? | 

As the beauteous but tender 2. He cometh forth 
flower ſprings, and a while 8 our, = 
flouriſhes, ſoon after is pluck- geech alſo as a tha. 


ed or cut down, and fades. dow, and continueth 


Or as the uncertain perpetu- not. 


ally varying ſhades, they never 
continue in the ſame ſtation or 
poſition : fo frail and unſtable 
is the human conſtitution, ſo 
precarious and utterly contin- 
gent all mortal perfection. 
I am a moſt remarkable 3. And doſt thou 
inſtance of the inſtability of Open thine ? eyes 
human 95 


® The imagery is beautiful and expreſſive; and flowers 
and ſhadows are ſtriking pictures of Job's circumſtances, 
'The former ſprings, blooms, and looks gay ; and it very 
ſoon is cropt, languiſhes, and dies : ſuch, in part, had been 
his ſtate. The latter is utterly unſteady, continually chang- 
ing, and quite loſt as to any form or ſhape when the light 
departs : ſo unſtable and tranſient had been all his earthly 
ſhort-lived advantages. This chapter ſeems to have been 
underſtood as denoting the common ſtate, and univerſal mi- 
ſery of all mankind ; which general application I have not 
wholly omitted in the paraphraſe ; though Fob ſeems princi- 
pally to have in view his own eſpecial diſtreſſes: and may it 
not be queſtioned, at leaſt, whether every diſtinct phraſe be 
true of our whole ſpecies, and their lives really full of trou- 
ble ; neither does he elſewhere repreſent in this light ſome 

perſons that did not deſerve much favour. 
Michaelis and R. Sal. underſtand by eyes here, obherva- 
tores, windices ac cenſores ; obſervers, inſpectors, and buſy miſe 
chievous ſpies. And by ofen, aferis, quaſi acuis ; quicken, 
ſharpen theſe people to make a ſtrict inquiſition, and call to 
a ſevere account. Whether this be a ſenſe that the word 
is 
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and bringeſt me into merous ſudden and dreadful 
judgment with thee? changes to which this con- 
dition of mortality is ſubjec- 

ted. And, O thou almighty 

Lord and Creator, haſt thou 

beſides placed over me cen- 

ſors, and enſnaring curious in- 

ſpectors, to obſerve and im- 

prove every incident in my 

life, and frailty in my nature, 

to prejudice and blacken me? 

4. Who can bring I do not compare myſelf to 


a clean thing out of thy unſpotted purity and rec- 


an unclean? not one. titude, nor ever pretended to 


be more than a fallible man: 
not one of the entire ſpecies 
has it in his power to be any 
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upon ſuch an one, human affairs, and the nu-SEer. 21. 


— 
Job xiv. 3s 


more exempt from the una- 


voidable weakneſſes, than from 
the neceſſary wants of a de- 

pendent unſettled being. 
5. Seeing his days As man's original ſtock and 
we * determined, the natural imperfection, ſo his 
number tranſient 


is commonly found to be uſed in or not, yet in this paſſage 
it ſeems to be the meaning. | 

1 Le Clerc interprets this as ſignifying, that from men 
who are ſinners there cannot ariſe men who may never ſin, 
when they arrive at the age of falling into it. The mean. 
ing of this ſpirited lively expreſſion ſeems to be — that 
there was no occaſion why Job's friends ſhould be ſo very 
inquiſitive and cenſorious about common infirmities, ſince 
* did not (for what man could) pretend to be exempt from 

em. | 

This ſeems to expreſs the unavoidable neceſlity of dying, 
and the latter phraſe, within a certain number of years, 


agreeable 
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Szcr. 21. tranſient ſhort-lived duration, number of his months 


. . may plead in behalf of a moſt — * 
> ol T - Inte 
diſtreſſed one, for lenity and pounds that he ON 


forbearance : atleaſt, for ſome not paſs, 
pity and © mercy, - reſpecting 

cenſures and reproaches, on 

account of every inadver- 

tency : it is but a ſhort ſpan 

that meaſures his time in this 

world; a certain {mall ftand- 

ard that in ordinary deter- 

mines the entire number of 

his fleeting years. 


6 Suffer him then to proceed, 6. * Turn from 


; . > him that he ma 
according to the uſual courſe, reſt til he fall ue. 


to the full date of nature; ** 
and intermit or relieve him ling, his day. 
from 


agreeable to the uſual ſtandard of human life, which it would 
be very extraordinary for any greatly to exceed : though 
many come much ſhort of them, and the wicked frequently 
live not out half that number of days he might have ex- 
ape had he aRed otherwiſe. The ſenſe very plainly is, 
is friends ſhould not be over ſevere, nor an exceſs of mi- - 
| fery and calumny be laid upon the offspring of a peccable 
man, whoſe life was wholly ſummed up within ſo narrow 
bounds. | 
This is the conclufion Jeb earneſtly wiſhes might be 
drawn from, or interpretation put upon, the unſtable nature, 
and tranſient duration of affairs in this world: to abate of 
his miſery and cenſures, till the work was finiſhed, the 
earthly trial complete, and the proper period of a review 
and judgment commenced. The following lines probably 
were taken from this paſſage, and expreſs the ſame beauti- 


oe hireling thus 
With labour drudges out the painful day; 
| And often looks, with long expefing eyes, 
Pio ſee the ſhadows riſe, and be diſmiſe'd, 


7, 8, and 9. For 
there is hope of a 
tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will * 
ſprout again, and 
that the tender 
branch thereof will 
not ceaſe. Though 
the root thereof wax 
old in the earth, and 
the ſtock thereof die 
in the ground: yet 
through the ſcent 
of water it will 
bud, and bring forth 
boughs like a plant. 

10, But man 
dieth and waſteth 


away : 


Book of Jos. 

from extraordinary oppreſ- 
fions ; till, like the laborious 
hireling, having finiſhed his 
work and his day together, 
he may receive his wages and 
retire to reſt. 

After a tree is cut down, 
we ſee, nevertheleſs, the old 
ſtock flouriſh again, and fend 
forth new branches : even af- 
ter it ſeemed decayed anddead, 
ſecret ſprings, or plentiful 
ſhowers ſo refreſh and enliven 
its roots, that it again buds, 
and produces leaves with 
ſpreading boughs. 


And ſhall man, when he 


once expires, be extinct for- 


ever? 


t The Hebrew is, as Peters, from whom ſome part of the 
paraphraſe of this, and of two or three following verſes is 


taken, renew, or recover itſelf. 


The two ſimiles in this 


paſſage are extremely appoſite and beautiful. The death 
of man, as he has it, is not like the cutting down of a 
tree, which ſoon iprouts again, and flouriſhes in the ſame 
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— nnd 
Job xiv. 6, 


7» 8, 9. 


10 


place ; but rather like the drying up of a river, whoſe, 


waters diſappear, and we ſee no more of them. So man 
appears no more upon the ſtage of this world; he lieth 

down, and riſeth not till the heavens be no more. 
This may be interpreted, the firſt part of a /ow lin- 
gering mortality ; and the latter, of a ſudden untimely death : 
owever, does not the laſt clauſe naturally lead to the follows 
ing ſimile, where is he? we ſee no more of him, but as the 
waters, &c. and though, as Peters obſerves, the compariſon 
Expreſſed in wer. 11, and 12, hath nothing to anſwer TS 
5 — 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 21. ever? Is there no hope that away : yea, man 
he ſhall revive, and be raiſed 2 up the ghoft, 


Job xiv. 
10, 


11, 12. 


again hereafter ? There is not, and where is he? 


from his own natural ſtrength 
and ability; but there is from 
the energy of the Almighty, 
and according to the doctrine 
delivered to us by our an- 
ceſtors : but then they in- 
form us, at the ſame time, 
that this reſurrection ſhall not 
be, but with the diſſolution 
and renovation of the world. 

As we ſee every thing ina 11, and 12. As the 
flux, and ſubje& to change, Waters fail from the 
ſo the whole ſhall one day be _ — = 2 
changed. The ſea irſelf will ap; * fo man lich 
at length be quite abſorbed z down, and riſeth not 


and the running rivers, which till the heavens be 


now flow perpetually, as if meſes "pp Lon 


ſuppliedby everlaſting ſprings, raiſed out of fleep 
will, nevertheleſs, in time, 
quite ceaſe and diſappear : 
this viſible frame of things 
ſha!l be diſſolved, and the pre- 
ſent heavens themſelves ſhall 


be 


the Hebrew, it muſt be owned, that the caph of ſimilitude, 


(as they call it) or the particle cemo, as, is ſometimes un- 
derſtood, and therefore the paſſage may be rendered as in 
the paraphraſe. 

* it may be rendered, ſo man when he lietb down, or 
dieth, ri/eth not; that is, as Dav. Kimchi remarks, on P/al. 
Ixxxviii. 5, 10, it is impoſſible for a dead corpſe, which is 
entirely void of ſenſe and knowledge, to recover life by the 


ſtrength of natural cauſes. He adds, Fob doth not deny 


the reſurrection of the dead, but ſpeaks only of the natural 
powers .. 15 5555 T2 
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be no more; then, and not Secr.z1. 
before then, comes the reſur- 
rection and the general judg- 


ment. 8 
Tired out with the calami- 13 


Job xiv. 
11, 12. 


13. O that thou 


wouldſt hide me in 
the grave, that thou 
wouldſt keep me ſe- 
cret until thy wrath 
be paſt, that thou 
wouldſt appoint me 
a ſet time, and re- 
member me. 


ties of life, let me preſently 
undergo this lot, which muſt 
be undergone; and in it find 
ſhelter and refuge from mi- 
ſery; till the time appointed 
us to remain in this ſeparate 


ſtate be fulfilled; and then 
remember me, and raiſe me 
to that better ſtate, which 
thou haſt prepared for thy 
faithful ſervants. 

Is it true, that we ſhall riſe 
to a new and better life here- 
after ? let me, with hope and 
patience, wait this happy 
change, how long ſoever it 
may be in coming: and what- 

ever 


14. If a man die 
ſhall he live again? 
all the days be, my v 
appointed time will 
I wait till my * 
change come. 


14 


Na ſignifies, regularly attending, being upon duty, an 
hoſt in martial order, or army landing ready in battle array: 
anſwering to the Greek 5@y@, in ordine militari incedo, and 
rendered by the LXX, FAapaTato ual, id eſt, in præcinctu 
flo, inflrutta acie flo. Thus it is applied to the heavenly 
bodies moving regularly in their orbits, And God is ſtiled 
the God or Lord of 50s or armies, as he hath allotted all 
beings their reſpective ſpheres, and governs them conform- 
ably to the reaſon of things, and laws of their ſtations, 

Z The learned Mercer and Peters obſerve, that the He- 
brew, chaliphathi, denotes renovation, or happy change of con- 
dition. The uſual ſenſe of the word is, to paſs, to paſs away, 
to paſs from one thing, degree, condition, or ſtation to another; 

to advance in degrees of firength and wigour ; to take in turns or 
courſes by ſucceſſion, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Bier. 21, ever ſtation or condition God 
— ful pleaſe to appoint me, 


4 Pat APHRASE on the 


either here or in Sec, the in- 
termediate ſtate; 1 chall walt 
in earneſt expeclation of the 
future renovation or. reſur- 
rection. 

"Whenever thy awaking TY Thou Malt 
voice ſhall command me to call, and I will an- 


ſwer thee : thou wilt 
riſe and came forth, moſt have ab deſire to the 


chearfully and inftantly will work of thine hands. 
J obey ; and it cannot but 
now give me a peculiar ſatiſ- 
faction, that precious in thy 


ſight is thy rational work- 


manfhip, even the death of 


thy faigts ; 5 and that rewards 


hall a , 27 . ; 


4 w * 


A Therg:is is a peculiar n in this expreſſion. He had 
before repreſented the inhabitants of the inviſible world, as 
-military men upon duty, and in the exatteft order, ready to hear 
and obey, upon the fin notice, the auord of command. Here he 
ſuppoſes it given — or himſelf bidden to riſe ; and that, as in 
a muſler, he ſhould inſtantly af r to his name. 


d the LXX interpret, reject not, De Dieu, be mindful of : 
.ce/aph, in Chaldee, ſigniſies to cauſe. ſhame, or bluſbing, And 


| Schultens, from the Arabic. ca/apha, which * to eau a 
rugged, auſlere countenance, interprets, thou lookef! with a fe- 


dere countenance on the work of thy hands. The Hebrew is 


expreſſive of an _carneft langing, and maſt wehement defire : 


hence, probably, the ſubſtantive denotes the general idol, 


dilver-money, which is ſo called (becauſe few have been n- 
tisfied therewith ; and not for its paleneſs oxly, as the learned 
Hellanger might have gueſſed from the courſe of exchange 


among, and trading ſouls. of his own countrymen. The 


meaning ſeems to be, it will then appear that thou art a fa- 
ther, and haſt all the action natural to that tender relation : 


- never diaſ aubolly forget thy workmanſhip, and haſt wonderfully 


Preſerved it, with joy and at lafl to befiow thereon a- great 
and laſling reward, anc * 


ee fad om = Mi. _ IE EE. 3 
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ſhall-be adminiſtered with all Szer. 21. 


becoming expedition, in the 
propereſt ſeaſon, and with the 
higheſt pleaſure, 
16. and 17. For Then, O my God, thou 
now thou © number- wilt acquit me before all 


207 


— od 


Job xiv. 
15. | 


16, 17. 


eſt my ſteps, doſtthou the world, though thou haſt - 


not watch over m 


in ? My tranſgref- ſeemed to deal fo hardly with 


ion is ſealed up in a me; to take account of every 


bag, and thou ſeweſt the ſmalleſt tranſgreſſion of | 


wp mine/iniquity. my life, and by the ſevere 


chaſtiſements inflicted on me, 
haſt laid me open to the bit- 
ter cenſures and reproaches of 
my friends; who have mea- 


ſured my guilt by my ſuffer- 


ings, and in all their ſpeeches 


treated me as a wicked man 


and an hypocrite, 
18. And ſurely the How inſenſible and gradual 


* mountain falling ſoever the decay be, yet the 
cometh leaſt 


e This is Job's argument, on which he grounds natural 
reaſonable hopes of another life. His ſteps were e 
traced, and the whole number of his infirmities d:Aindly reck- 
oned : in ſhort, nothing elſe employed a ſet of the moſt ca- 
rious inſpefors : every error was eſteemed a choice thing to be 
hoarded up with the ſtricteſt care, and a famp ſet upon it 
who was the owner, or /ewwed and bound up with the niceſt 
art, that no one might open it, but he whoſe property it 
was. That is, in this promiſcuous world he appeared 
treated and cenſured, as though he had not one good qua- 
lity ; and whatever there was of the contrary, had been all 
laid together; and every individual offence preſerved to be 
produced againſt him, with as much care as a ſenatorial 
decree, or incorporate body's charter : therefore there ſhould 
be a future judgment for a juſter retribution. 

d The ſimiles here are natural and ſtriking. By à conti - 
aua fall of parts thereof, the higheſi mountain is 8 

| levelled * 


bl * 
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ster. 21.Jeaſt continual diminution of 


b . 
O XIV. = o * 0 
; will, in time, ſo waſte as en- 


+ F 


19 


the higheſt crumbling hills, 


tirely to conſume them. And, 
by means of deluges or earth- 
quakes, pondrous ſtable rocks 
are hurled from the places 
they have long retained. 
The perpetual dropping, or 
inceſſant courſe and flow of 
water, will impreſs and wear 
hollow the hardeſt compact 


ſtones: and violent inunda- 


tions, with an overbearing 


impetuoſity, ſweep away the 


various productions of art and 


nature. So, O my God, doſt 


thou ſport with the moſt ſan- 
guine hopes, and daſh the 


cometh to nought: 
and the rock is re- 
moved out of his 
place. 


19. The waters 
wear the ſtones : thou 
waſheſt away the 
things which grow 
out of the duſt of 
the earth, and thou 
deſtroyeſt the hope 
of man. 


greateſt deſigns of ſhort-lived 


mortals, as to ſecular advan- 


tages; and, in due time, wilt 


bring about the moſt impor- 
tant grand revolution. 


In 


levelled : the bulky rock has been transferred from the place it long 


' poſſeſſed, but which now is empty, The hardeſt flones have bein 


excavated, or hollowed and waſted by the dropping or running 
of water, and both the productions and fortreſſes of earth yielded 
to accidents, and been carried away with inundations, Mortal 


- man's higheſt hopes, as to this world, are in like manner 


ſubject to diſappointment, and certain ſhortly all to fail him. 


So the Latin poet. 


Gutta cavat lapidem, non vi, ſed ſzpe cadendo, 
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20, © Thou pre- In the laſt conflit with. Sect. 21. 
— _ mortality, man lies at thy feet jb Ar. 
thou changeſt his à Compleat victim; his beauty 20. 
countenance & ſend- all withered, and his ſtrength 
eſt him away. entire weakneſs : thou tri- 
| umpheſt abſolutely in this his 
final removal, moſt ſolemn 
change, and loweſt degrada- 
. * | 
21. His ſons His ſurviving offspring, 21 


come to honour, and | . 2 
te knoweth it not; Once the great objects of his 


md they are brought anxious hope and tender fear, 
low, but he perceiv- now unknown and ſtrange to 
ett it not of them. him, muſt take their chance 
5 in the inconſtant world he 
leaves them to travel through. 

It may be, the favourable gales 

of an earthly proſperity may 

raiſe them to ſtations of in- 

fluence and dignity: and the 


JJC 


© This is an elegant and affecting deſcription of death: 
a if he had ſaid, nature long holds it out againſt the grieft 
and pains thou inflicteſt; but in the iſſue thou gaineſt a moſt 
compleat victory: man quits the flage, or retreats from living : 
with a ghaſtly, pale, and livid aſpect, he bids the avorld adieu. 


more figures or ranks among mankind. | 

There is ſomething, when one conſiders Job's circum- 
ances, exquiſitely tender and pathetick in theſe ſtrokes of 
nature, My poor dead children, had 1 expired before them, I could 


wy ever have prided myſelf in their accompliſpments and exaltation : 
ortal tit is I have ſome fall conſolation,” that I have no pain 


far to difireſs me about their being reduced; they have ſuf= 
ered all they can do. However, thoſe who are dead can 
ave no more knowledge of, nor intereſt in, the honours 


dr relatives left behind, 


- 


Vol. I. F rough 


te is utterly caſt out as an abjed and worthleſs thing ; never 


Ir indignities, happineſs or miſery, of their deareſt friends 
d | 


. 
q 
4 


— 
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Job xiv. 


* — 


21. 


22 


tune may àgitate and fink 


A PaRAPHRASE bn be 
rough blaſts of advetſe for- 


them. But neither ſtate can 
give him pleaſure or pain, joy 
ot forfow. 5 | 
Many tedious long days of 22. But his * fleh 
pain and grief are ſometimes vpon him fon have 
allotted him, ptevious to this Fr: _— 1 = 
final change. And before he mourn. 

takes leave of the world, 'he 
undergoes an immenſe tribu- 

©. +" a 


CHF. XY. SECT. 
Eliphaz tbe Temanite, highly incenſed that Job 
ould be fo arrogant as to urge and repeat his 
appeal to the Almighty, charges him with pride 
that be did not more regard his ſuperiors. In- 
Piety in not ſubmitting to divine chaſtiſement. Au 


the greateſt folly that he did not repent and reten 
conſolation. Ver. 119, 3 


4 oy 


XXII, 


c0 

— | A ; E. 

| Jo . 1 . Jos xv. 1, 2 - 

SECT. 22. E LIPHA Z the Temanite, Han ule ho 
E highly diſpleaſed that Fob 1 g 
4 OY 2 aſſerted Nu 


b Either this muſt be underſtood of a ſtrong figure d 
ſpeech, whereof ſimilar inſtances may be produced fron 
the ancients, or as what ſhould be previous to 7ob's dill 
lution : as much as if he had ſaid — But before this fd 
period, there happens ſometimes - an extreme and maſl tedious nt 
fery, both of body and mind, to be endured ; and this is;trul 
my own caſe, I rather think that, as expreſſed in the part 
Phraſe, itis a moſt ſtriking metaphor, for the inſenſible corpſe 
mouldering decay, and utter deſtruction in the grave. 
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Temanite, and ſald. aſſerted both his own ability Secr. 22. 
kong log man and right of judgment, and 
beige, and dl bl, core ler appealed from his 


belly with the eaſt friends's opinion, to another 


— — 
Job XV. I, 
2. 


wind ? ſtate, and the tribunal: of the 
h Almighty to confirm his own, 
re anſwers as follows. Is it not 
ul . ſurpriſing, and utterly unac+ 


all 


countable in a man, who de- 
ſires the reputation of wiſdom 
or virtue, to profeſs ſuch an 
uncommon ſhare of both 
theſe; to talk in ſo weak and 
yain a manner about matters 
that ſnould be treated ſeriouſ- 
ly ; and, like a baleful blaſt, 
or rending ſtorm, break out 
into ſuch violent dreadful 
paſſions. 


: P 2 To 


The remark of Schultens is a very obvious one, how the 
controverſy grows more ſerious, and the diſputants inflamed, 
Eliphaz prefaced his firſt charge; here he is too warm to 
ind time for that, but falls directly upon his ſubje& ; and 
aſks, as it is literally, Sould a wiſe man anſwer, or utter 
knowledge of wind, or fill his belly with the eaft-wind ? i. e. 
expect to be eſteemed wiſe and intelligent, for windy, fooliſh, 
and nonſenſical harangue, And puff away, ſwell, and look 
exceeding big, by dint only of a noxious vapour, or peſtilent 
vehement wind. The Vulgate interprets, implebit ardore flo- 
nachum ſuum ? There ſeems to be a peculiar piquancy and = 
acrimony in the expreflions. Wind may denote emptine/s, 
roth, and infignificancy of diſcourſe. The eaft-wind is reck- 
med prejudicial and pernicious to the corn and fruit of that 

duntry, therefore may further intimate the contagrous nature 
rnd dangerous tendency of Job's doctrine. Thus it is ſaid, 
Pbraim fiedeth on wind, and followeth after the eaft-wind, 


= 
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Ster. 22. To what purpoſe does he 3: Should he rea- 
pretend to argue and reaſon, ſon with vnprokitable 
— by means only of a multitude 1 
0 * | es wherewith he can 
of frivolous and unmeaning do no good. | 
words ? or even laboured dit 
courſe, that proves nothing he 
deſigns it for: vindicates not 
himſelf, nor convinces thoſe 
who hear it? f 
4 For you, friend, thus t 4. * Vea, thou caſt. 
tire our patience, is very un- eſt off fear, and re. 
becoming; but you truly do 2 prayer bn 
* | fore God. 
what is inexpreſſibly more of- 
fenſive to devout and good 
minds; for there is manifeſt 
ſhocking profaneneſs in what 
you advance; reflections upon 
the Almighty, and too ſtrong 
proof that you maintain no 
communication with him, but 
have abandoned all principles 
and offices of religious de- 
Votion. | 


1 Otherwiſe 


| I i The Targum interprets, argue with words and teach nts 
| -  ghing ; and with diſcourſe that is unprofitable ; thus the 
word vanity frequently ſignifies an idol. And Schultens ex- 
| plains — diſcourſe which was threatning of religion, notions 
| that were unſound and dangerous, Ir ſo heretick-hunting 
muſt have been a very ancient diverſion, 

* Obſervable here is a change of the perſon : in his uſual 
inſinuating way he firſt directly throws contempt, then 
makes a full attack — and in ſo many words tells Jb. l 
had renounced, aboliſhed, diſannulled all piety : and his appeal. 
ing to God proved moſt certainly that he had no more r- 
gard for religion. e 


GS ens 


8. S 8 


| 
| 
| 
| 
3 
| 
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to 
. 
Ce 
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uttereth thine iniqui- prevaricate, to that degree that 

. 2 i expreſſions fully teſtify 

crafty. you do; deſignedly and wil- 
fully you endeavour to de- 
ceive, at the neglect and ex · 
pence of that honeſt plain- 
neſs, and downright fimpli- 
City, which are eſſential marks 
of a genuine prevalling piety, 
and inſeparable from the in- 
tegrity of virtue. 

 6.m Thi There is no neceſſity to un- 

Lo —— dertake the diſagreeable taſk 

thee, and not I: yea of proving what has been 


thine own lips teſtify znr Z : 
againſt thee, intimated concerning you z 


your own repeated clear ex- 


preſſions only, are ſufficient 
teſtimonies to all the world, 
that you are an ignorant and 


exceeding wicked man. 
P 3 Where- 


| Literally, 2hy mouth teacheth thine iniquity, &c. Michaelis, 


abundantly declares, or ſhews it to others that they may learn. 


And Schmidius very juſtly and generouſly remarks on this 
ease, that when they could find nothing in the former 
ife and actions of Job, wherewith to accuſe him, they have 
recourſe to his preſent expreſſions in time of tribulation ; 
which was not at all fair practice or well done. ; 

n Profeſſor Chappelow ſuppoſes, that Eliphax refers here 
to chap. ix, 20, if I juſtify myſelf mine own mouth ſhall con- 
denn me, If ſo he muſt be confeſſed to be ſtrangely playing 
or quibbling with the words. Is it not more probable, 
that he is alluding to ſome expreſſions of the patient man's, 
which he thought criminal, and in their own nature argu- 
ments of wickedneſs, '' 888 8 | 


b 
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g. For thy mouth Otherwiſe you never durſtSzcr. 22. 


— 
Job xii. 5. 
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= ParaPHRASE on Yhe 


erer. 22. Wherevpon, pray, do you . 4 thou then 
ground all theſe your ſtrong firſt man that was 


Job 7 


pretenſions to extraordinary * * — =_ 
talents ? Are you the firft of hills ? . 
mortal race, that came into 
the world by the ordinary 


Way of natural generation? 
Or was you formed and ex- 


iſting, the fame as at preſent, 
aijtecedent to the riſing hilly 
ground, or the aſpiring lofty 
mountains. | 

Have you been admitted 8, Hen chou beard 
fo be preſent at the heavenly the ſecret of God? 
5X8 ouch, © 


v ® Schultens interprets this, are you prior to Adam and all 


is deſcendants? or are you a man of another nature and 
original, than the whole human race and their progenitor 
Schmidius and Ghappelow underftand by made before the hills, 
eternal. In the ſame ſtile that wiſdom declares, Prov. viii. 
25, before the hills a 1 brought forth ; 1. e. I was from 
everlaſting. And conformable to the p/al/mift, P/al. xc. 2. 
It ſeems moſt probable, that theſe were the ordinary ex- 
preſſions of ridicule and inſult, to one who pretended to be 
more knowing than his neighbours ; or a kind of;periphraſis 
for a conceited empty fellow. 
© As has been before obſerved, /od, or /ecret of God, de- 
notes the ſecret counſel of God. Agreeable to, the cuſtom > 
rulers and potentates, 10 hold their courts, and, after fir 
con ſulting about and. forming them, Me out their decrees. Per- 
"haps the ſatire may be full as keen in the original, without 
ſuppoſing a confuſion of tenſes; by rendering the verbs, a 
they are both, futures, as follows. Vili thou pleaſe to be ad- 
mitted to give counſel in the heaventy afſembly s Doth thy an- 
Bition carry thee to defire to direct affairs in the upper world f 
And wilt thou be abſolute and peremptory, in this direction, as if 
Thou hadſt no equal or campeer in earth or heaven? In this inter- 
pretation, as is uſual to this performance on every other {ub- 
ject, £liphaxz runs the general ſtrain of Tarcalm to the farthelt 


that it will bear, then leaves it, and returns to the particular 
occaſion, 


a+» — ©» 
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anddofſt thou reſtrain conſultations, and had the SECT. 12. 


| wildom, to n plans of divine goverment, Job xv, 8. 
I | and wonderful defigns of pro-“ 
c vidence laid before you? Is 


your wiſdom in ſuch perfec- 
tion, or ſo limited to your- 
ſelf, and your ſole preroga- 
tive, that the reſt of man- 
kind are excluded the privi- 
ledge, or poſſeſs nothing to 
FOMPare with your degree of 
it? 


9. What knoweſt And as to your friends 9 


rd thou that we know 
1 not ? what under- hexe, in what reſpects do your 


nd flandeſt thou which abilities, application, or ex- 


is not in us ? perience exceed ours? Is your 
capacity naturally more en- 
all larged, your judgment more 
q ipguiſhing, or your op- 
A portunities and improvements 
il. any way to your advantage, as 
om | ſurpaſting ours ? 
Fn fee Whoa us are If, as may generally be 10 
OO grey _ ſuppoſed, men's advances in 
aſi „ 24 :: Er 
de- 


2 of 7 Literally, the hoary, the decrepit, aid the mae over, a : 
2 & exceeding your father in days. Agreeable to which, one | 
er. WY of the Targus would make Z/iphaz grey, Bilded degrepit, 
out and Zapbar older than Job's father. But if, as Michaelis 0 
, as Wl **<kons, and as appears moſt probably, Rildad. and Zaphar | | 
ad. ee yaunger than Fob, either this high compliment muſt 

an- Centre in Elipbar to himſelf, or there muſt haxęcbeen others 

II. * though they did not, any of them, i(gxcept. £/{by, 

a:if dhe youngeſt of all, who is not mentioned till he-appears on 

ter- dhe ftage,] hefides engage in the debate 3, and Sherefore their 


lub. mes are not tranſmitted to us. Hlowayes! in this, as in 
helt many other paſſages, it appears what high * and ve · 
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Job xv. 10. 


al PARAPHRASE on the 
knowledge and ſound wiſdom ed, and very aged 
be to be meaſured by the Mn Fu hes 
number of their years ; the FOOTY 


favourable circumſtances are, 


* 


and conſequently the intellec- 


tual ſuperiority mult be great- 
ly on our fide : for with us 


are the truly venerable for an 


hoary age, and thoſe who both 
claim the right of ſeniority, 
and in all reſpects are men of 
authority above any of your 
anceſtors. | LON 
As was perfectly befitting 11. Are the con. 
your unhappy caſe, you have — of God 
received admonition and cor- ſmall with thee? i 


6 | x there any ſecret thin 
rection; and might receive with — ' 


encouragement and divine 


- conſolation, 


neration they paid to ancient perſons — and if Fob would 
neither ſubmit. to years, nor yet a viſion, he could not af- 
terwards expect any quarter, or much mercy. 


Some refer theſe to Job's former proſperity ; others to 


the concluſion of his friends's diſcourſes — their admoni- 
tions mixed with promiſes. — Schultens ſeems to underſtand 
Eliphaz as-intimating, that Fob had more conſolation from 
his friends than he ought to have; and, being a wicked 
man, too much clemency ſhewed him. Is not the ſenſe 
ſomewhat like an expreſſion of our bleſſed Saviour — that 
if he pleaſed; he might now mind the things which belonged ii 
His peace, but in truth they ſeemed hid from his eyes P or there 
was conſolation for him if he could reckon it ſo, and was 
fit for it; had not an averſion to the methods of obtaining 
it, or ſome other in reſerve. Michaelis paraphraſes — whe- 
ther hath God, by a juſt judgment, now hidden, and covered 
with thee," the word of his conſolation or exhortation, that 
_ canſt no longer even diſcern or acknowledge 'manifek 
Ong WERNER 2478 185% BUN BAIT Tf 0 51 


= * as. OGQ_z a> 8 
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conſolation, and even reſtora. Sgr. 22. 
tion to your former proſper- 
ous ſtate, upon your timely 
repeatance and future obedi- 
ence. And are theſe doctrines 
of no conſequence, or have 
more important ones been 
ſome ſecret way diſcovered to 
you? 
12. Why doth You have not the ſhadow 12 
thine heart cart) of a reaſon, but you have an 


Job xv. 1. 


33 =4 — extreme obſtinacy that you 
wy oppoſe to what has been ſug- 
+ geited, Why do you give 
ol | way to all this pride and paſ- 
i ſion, this unſufferable ſpirit of 


ſcorn and ridicule ? 

13. * That thou Tour wild tranſports, and 13 
turneſt thy ſpirit a= moſt contumelious language, 
gainſt God, and let- what have they ſtopped at ? 
88 _ __ have they not extended to the 
Almighty himſelf ; neither 

ſpared his moſt wiſe and righ- 
teous diſpenſations? 


Pray 


r By heart ſeems meant, the pride, anger, and evil paſſions 
of his beart, why did they tranſport, beguile and pervert him ? 
and the indications of his ire appear in his /mwinkling inflamed 
ges, and cloudy wrinkled brows ; i. e. in every motion and 
geſture, Or it may refer to the art of deception, the nad; 
and figns of cunning harlots, or methods pradtiſed by forcerers, 
comjurers and juglers. Pineda reckons the proper ſignification 
to be, wwinking with the eye, as thoſe that aim at @ mark. 

Job's headſtrong paſſions and vile prevarications, Elipbar 
here reckons the more unpardonable and ſhocking, as they 
were levelled at the Almighty ; and the extremely raſh 
words that burſt out of his defiled mouth, as they blaſphemed 


e 


his attributes, and traduced his providence. ... 
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Szer. 22. Pray what are the ſo high 14. What igt man 


? excellencies af. mortal man, 


1 clean? and he awhich 
J xv. 4. jn -a world of imperfection, is born of a woman, 


A PAR APRRNAGR on the 


that he ſhould be 


that he ſnould make pretences that he ſhould be 


49 innocence 2 Or he, whoſe righteous ? 


earthly. original is derived 
from frail woman, that he 
ſmould lay claim to an irre - 
prehenſible virtue, or moral 


11 righteouſneſs? i | 


| The moſt upright and faith- 15. Behold, he 
ful of his ſervants, the al- —— no truſt in 
1 : e | is ſaints ; yea, the 
mighty Being 00 further con. heavens are not clean 
fides in than as imperfect and in his fight. 
changeable creatures; and 

even the heavenly boſt, when 


moſt regular in their motions, 


and arrayed in all their beauty ; 


t This, and the verſe following, are taken from Flphax's 
viſion or revelation, chap, iv. Ihe meaning ſeems to be, 
that the condition of mortality does nat admit an unſpotted per- 
fettion ; nor yet tbe heavens themfelwes, for they ſhall change, 
or paſs away (it may be worth the enquiry of the more 


curious, whether the higheſt heavens and angelick worlds 


be here meant, or the probable inhabitants of the different 
planets of this ſolar ſyſtem. ] much leſs one who is under the 
enfluence of evil habit, and entirely governed by his own wicious 
affetions ; who is eager, unſatisfied, and moſt luxurious in 
wickedneſs, The Chineſe philoſopher's diſtinction betwixt 
the ſaint and the wife man, if it ſerve not to illuſtrate the 
paſſage, may yet a little entertain the reader. Confucius, in 
his morals, fays, reaſon and innocence have been equally 
communicated to both of them, and likewiſe to all other 
men: but the ſaint has never, in the leaſt, declined from 


right reaſon, and has conſtantly preſerved his integrity. 


hereas the avi/e has not always preſerved it, having not 


always followed the light of reaſon, becauſe of ſeveral ob- 


ſtacles, and efpecially by reaſon of his paſſions, whereunto 


* 


he has ſometimes been a ſlave. 


112 


16. How much 
more abominable & 
filthy is man, which 
drinketh iniquity like 
water ? | 


Boot Jon. 


and ſplendour, fall ' infinitely 
ſhort: of his ineffable glory, 
and amazing boundtels per- 
tection. © | 

What heavier contempt and 
utter abomination does the 
abandoned wretch deſerve, 
who. is eager and greedy in 


committing the moſt flagrant 
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—  wnnned 
Job xv. 16. 


16 


tranſgreſſions, and ſticks at 


nothing to defend as well as 
purſue them. 


SEC r. XXI. 


Eliphaz, having in bis # turn. required Job to-brarken 
and regard what he was going 1 deliver, as 
warranted both by bis own 'obſervation, and by 
the beſt authority of tbe wiſeſt ancients, deſcribes 
the final wretched iſſue of the practices he bad 
before binted at. He, not oh/curely, points out 
Job as the perſon whom the charatier be had 
tirawn ſo perfetily ſuited; that as part of the 
Puniſoment had already, be could not be ſurprized 
if the whole, in due time, became. his ST 
| We Ver. 17, to 1 1 


OB xv. 17, Jos xv. 17. 
122 ben 1 AT impious and a- 
nn that bandoned wretches aeg labs 


SECT. 23. 


ect Job xv. 17. 


©. EyBaz having, as be- reckoned from Jobs own words, ; 


convicted him of impiety to God, and a contumacions be- 
haviour 
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A PARAPHRASE. en the 


Sxzcr. 23. meet with a moſt terrible deſ- that which I have 


Jobxv.17. 


19 


lous works of God. — And it was likewiſe the way that 


was tranſmitted to poſterity, Thoſe characters belong to 


ern | n 
haviour reſpecting the ſober counſel of his friends, ſeems to 


truction, and not, as you are ſeen J will declare, 


preſumptuous enough to aſ- 
ſert, promiſcuouſly the good 
and evil, 1 have ſomething 
further to ſuggeſt, grounded 
on my own obſervation, which 
will moſt plainly demonſtrate 
the matter, and to which 1 
deſire you will give diligent 
The ſame I ſhall confirm 18. Which * wiſe 
by the traditional inſtructions, Me" _ __ — 
handed down through ſeveral not hilt 
ages and generations, from 
men of long ſtanding, extra- 
ordinary capacities, and ſhin- 
ing character. It is not only 
what I have experienced, but 
what they likewiſe have clearly 
diſcovered, and ſtrongly in- 
culcated. I $69 04; 
Even as far back as the 19. Unto whom! 
earlieſt accounts of time do Auone the earth ya: 
SY 1 433-2 AF carry Aiven, 


MCI 
* \ 


leave the ſubjects of repentance and conſolation; and to 

proceed to thunder out againſt him a moſt ſhocking ſentence. 44 
* Peters obſerves very properly, this indeed is the way tr 

that Mofes directs to preſerve the memory of the miracu- lo 


all the ancient wiſdom, frem the beginning of the world, 


none ſo properly as to Noah and his ſons ; from whom, in 
reality, the ancient traditions were delivered down. 

The ſame judicious author, with a ſtrong probability on 
bi de, adds to whom is this applicable, bu either . 
8 origi 


{Fit it 


* 


n 


lowing 


| EZ Book of Jon. 
given, and no ſtran- carry us, and to thoſe origi- Srer. 23. 


aſſed amon 
ben. oy f 


earth as their may property, 
and under their ſole juriſdic- 

tion; neither were foreign 

commixtures, ſtrange cul- 

toms, or diverſities of inha- 

bitants known among them. 

20. The wicked The following maxims de- 
man- travaileth = rive to themſelves the utmoſt 


authority, 


originals of the human race, or their conſervators and reſ- 
torers after the general deſtruction by the deluge'? Moſt 
probably Noah and his family, from whom ob is ſuppoſed 
to have lived but a few generations diſtant, and might re- 


ceive the tradition pretty freſh of ſo memorable an event. 


And Spanhemius from Petrus della valle, Liner. ii. c. 8, that 
Emir, then a lord or governour of the Arabs, in the year 
1616, aſſerted that he could prove, by the moſt authentick 
teſtimonies, his own uninterrupted lineal deſcent from Noah. 
Nor, faith he, is it wonderful, if they can refer to monu- 
ments of ancient cuſtoms and manners, how they have never 
commixed with any _—— in marriage, nor paſſed under 
a yoke of foreign ſervitude, Schmidius would interpret this 
of the experience of thoſe ancient and pious fathers, which 
they had when they were left alone in the earth, and all the 
reſt were diſperſed for their impious attempt to build the tower 
of Babel. Vid. Spanheim. Hiſt. Job. c. iv. F. 18. and Michael, 
2 Schultens obſerves that this is a metaphor borrowed from 
child- birth pains. The original denotes extreme angui/þ, 
trembling fear, and the greateſt horror of mind; which the fol- 
Yo ſeem elegantly to expreſs, 1 00 | 


- _ Guilt is the ſource of ſorrow : tis the fiend, 

The avenging fiend that follows us behind 

With whips and ſtings. | | 
The Hebrew for hidden ſignifies concealed, privy, ſecret, laid 
up in reſerve, laid up carefully and ſafely, — in flore as a trea- 


nals, or reſtorers of the hu- WI 
man race, who had the whole Jeb x. 19. 


20 


11 
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Job v. a0. fountains. That the ungodly the oppreſior. 


A PARAPHRASE, en the 


szer. 23. authority, by proceeding fragy Pain el this days, 


theſe incarrupt and moſt pure «nd the 4 2 
wicked man, in the unavoid- 

able _refletions of his qyn 

mind, through the whole of 

his life, is diſquieted and. tor- 

mented with violent pain and 

the bittereſt anguiſh, like a 

woman in travail. And the 


lawleſs tyrant and ſcourge of 


mankind, renders himſelf ſuch 
a dreaded deteſted monſter, 
that an addition of days is only 


an increaſe of calamities, and. + 
indeed he can be certain of no 


future years at all. 


© There is a peculiar preca- . 21, 4 f dreadful 


riouſneſs attendant on his life, end Rin ears} 
5 A cp pro ty the del- 
ence, give him perpetual and 13443 o—_ 


| furs Literally it is, a/! the days of a wicked man, he "RY 
vellerb with; or trembleth under pain and fear. And as to bit 


22 years, they are a ſecret, and utterly in the dark, to 
the inſolent cruel tyrant : that is, he has not the uſual proba- 
bility of other men, that he ſhall live any time at all. 

2 The Targum interprets, the ſound of terrors in hell is in 
his ears. And . Era, a dreadful ſound at his latter end; 
be. achæritho, in the future tate, The words ſeem rather to 
refer to that paining foreboding conſcience, which has the 
puniſhments of this world, and the reſentments of injured 
oppreſſed men, for its principal obje& :, though others, and 


more diſtant ones, may be implied. Whether theſe expreſ- 


ſions were borrowed from ſome early tradition concerning 


the „ir murderer, or not, yet there ſeems to be a great 


ſimilarity betwixt ſome p_ of this paſſage and the repre- 
ſentation of his frightfu! caſe, Comp. Gen, iv. 14. 


e ny = a 


LY 1  y_—_ 
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moſt terrible alarrhs, The Szer. 23. 


voice of juſtice ſounds inceſ- 

ſantly in his ears, and not 

without reaſon, for at a time 

of peace, in the midſt of his 

affluence, and height of his 

proſperity, the avenger, aſſaſ- 

ſin, or leader of an enraged 

populace ſhall fall upon him. 

22, d He believeth If any affliction or calamity 
not that he ſhall re- gyertake him, he cannot find 


turn out of darkneſs, . 
bs naked for the leaſt ground to believe or 


—_— 
Job xvy.21,/ 


22 


of the ſword. hope that he ſhall recover, or 


be relieved : and wherever he 
is, or whatever engaged in, 


inevitable danger, a drawn 


ſword, and a thouſand deaths 
await, or lye in ambuſh for 


him, 
He 


The images are ſtrong and natural; and perfectly agree - 
able to what is recorded of the diſtreſsful apprehenſions ty- 


rants are haunted with: they reckon an utter end near, if 


any affliction happen; that the greateſt miſery is perpetually 


waiting for them, or that they are always in extreme danger; 


as the Latin poet obſerves of Dionyſius and Damoclis. 


D.iſtrictus enſis cui ſuper impio 
Cervice pendet, non ſiculæ dapes 
Dulcem elaborabunt ſaporem; 
Non avium citharæque cantus 
Somnum reducent, vds e 
8 Hur. Carm. L. iii. Od. 1. 5 brit 
Schultens ſuppoſes a ſimilarity betwixt this and an old Arabie 
poet deſcribing ſome imminent danger by theſe terms: e 
ſword is drawn, the teeth of death ſhine upon bim mincolli. 
markabin : ex omni ſpeula : i. e. ex Dis ſpecula gladius ei im- 
winet nec opinato in caput deſcenſurus. 


224 A PaRAPHRASH on the 

Seer; 23. He is brought to diſtreſs: =» 1 = nates. 

Cnr pms ' ni N T Dread, 

bans goats becomes fugrive and Efes. 
| | aac; pea e knoweth that the 

vagabond, and beg for ne- day of darkneſs is 

ceſſary ſuſtenance : with this ready at his hand. 

mortification, | that nobody 

will beſtow it on him. From 

numberleſs preſages, the ef- 


fects of his own paſt iniqui- ! 
ties, he cannot but. be ſenſi- | 
ble of the quickeſt approach a 
of utter deſtruction ' © 2 90 
24 Neceſſities and tribulations 24. Trouble and 
ſhall alarm, preſs hard upon, __ pg 
and, in the iſſue, prevail over ſhall prevail againſt 
him, weak and defenceleſs, as him as a king ready 
| | a mighty to the © battle. 
oP | op 
© It is not unlikely that this was an oriental idiom, as it is - 


a common phraſe in other languages, for being reduced to 
the greateſt ſtraits and difficulties. Schmidius renders, at his buc 
band, more properly it is, by his hand, that is, by himelf, 
and owing to his own demerit and miſconduft. Dr. Grey, for 
bejade, reads, cido, his deffruction; and joins the firſt part of 
ver. 23, to ver. 22. He conſtrues jom choſhec, the day of 
darkneſs, with jebayyathu, Gall make him affraid : and tzazu- 
metzukah, trouble and anguiſh, with tith kephelm, ſhall prevail 
againf! him. Then the three verſes will read: ( 22.) He believeth 
not that he ſhall return out of darkneſs ; and he is wwaited fir by a, 
of the ſeuord. He wandereth abroad for bread, ſaying, where lated 
is it? (23, 24.) He knoweth that his deſtruction is ready : the verſe 
day of darkneſs ſhall terrify bim: trouble and anguiſh ' ſhall e” 
prevail againfl him, as a king ready for battle, His only by a 
authority is the LXX. His interpretation is not free of expre 
difficulties ; and' the ſenſe doth not ſeem to render it ne- Liter 
a Schindler underſtands by caddar the ſame as cidur, vis. 10 
a ſphere, or any round thing: therefore tranſlates it in the degre 
text, acies cireularis. Schultens, from the Arabic, renders the gives 
word, to be troubled, or confuſed, to have one's life gen” 


Fl 1 prince, or experi ITY 23. 


enced general, with a formi- 
dable army, beſieges and eaſi- Jo * * 
ly takes an unſortiſied City 3 or 
at once invades and conquers 4 

: naked and diſtreſſed country. 

25. For he ſtretch- The ground and reaſon 15 25 
eth out his hand 4 obvious; for in th 
= — Mw God wilful diſobedi 

ſrengthneth himſelf . 
againſt the Almigh- ence of God's laws, he, as ig 
ty. were, arms himſelf againſt the 
Almighty : 66 
and incorrigibly perſiſting in 
wickedneſs, collects his ut- 
e force to oppoſe and over 
throw his moral government. 

26, He runneth Elated with, and truſting 26 | 
upon him, even © on to the power and wealth of = 
peck; pon, the ths world his behavionr is . 
backler. the laſt degree provoking.z | 


| 

f and being wholly bent upon 

; iniquity and inſolent in it, he 

f ſets aſide the divine authority, 

4 and out- braves the threatnings, 

F as if he could cope with the 

th 

I by . fortune. Therefore yathid Javider may be wank: 

re lated, ready, or defined for the greateſt trouble, or the moſt ad- 

he verſe fortune. 

lll © W and the foregoing verſe, repreſents wickedneſs 

ly by a fi 'Y of ſpeech that is common in holy writ, and very | = 
of as enmity, and war waged againſt the Almighty. - * 


e- Lierally it is, not as our tranſlators have rendered,” but 56 
be runneth, &c. with an extended erec neck, and with the E. 

on 92 of his buckler ; that is, he proceeds i in the higheſt | 
degree provoking and inſulting his almighty Creator ; which 
gives a clearer and more As AT Ng meaning, 


Vor. I. Q omnipotence 


A ParAPHRASE on the 


SzcT. : 23: omnipotence of the infinite 
— wy jeſty. 


His natural leppethes he 

"ampers with the choiceſt de. 
icacies, and indulges in all 
manner of ſenſual carnal plea- 
ſures, to the higheſt degree 
of luxury and epicuriſm; 
every part is diſtended, and 
the whole body oppreſſed with 
the heavy load of unneceſſary 
— 

By means of theſe enormi- 
"= and as a juſt puniſhment 
for them, he is thortly reduced 
to the greateſt extreme diffi- 
culties; to that degree as not 
to have an houſe for ſhelter, 
but what, with every blaſt of 
wind, is ready to fall into 
ruins. 


Fe” . | So 


"OA ſecure indolent luxury, and ſenſuality or voluptuouſneſ 
4 here intended. — and Schulten: ſuppoſe the ca 


e TM to. = 


| Camel ingeis fait interflti 888 


5 . Some interpret, to make them habitable and tranſmit « 
name; as chap. iii, 14, who built deſolate places for tbemſeluu 
but this does not ſeem to be the ſenſe. 
with the Arabs, the condition of a place repreſents the circun- 
ances of a perſon, and one being deſolate, uninhabited 
and ready to become heaps, deſcribes the other s forlon 


and undone eſtate. 


27. f Becauſe he 
covereth his face 
with his fatneſs, & 
maketh collops of 
fat on his flanks. 


28. And he dyel- 
leth in s deſolate ci. 
ties, and in houſes 
which no man in- 
habiteth, which are 
ready to become 
heaps. 


\ 


Rather, as is uſyi 
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29. > He ſhall not So wicked a man ſhall ne-Szecr. 23. 


be rich, neither ſhall 3 
his ſubſtance conti- <a ſurely be rich 0 leaſt ed xv. 29. 


nue, neither ſhall he he ſhall not long increaſe his 
prolong the perfec- ſubſtance : he can never take 
tion thereof upon the root, nor be eſtabliſhed in 
earth, power and wealth on this 
earth. : 

zo. He ſhall not Once fallen into it, he ſhall 30 
__— _ remain in obſcurity and mi- 
— * — — ſery : every thing belonging 
nd by the i breath to him of defence or ſecurity, 
of his mouth ſhall he family or children, ſhall feel 0 


MS way. the weight of divine ven- 
ci geance; be burnt up with 
_ Q 2 lightning 
1 are 
come 


d There ſeems to be a beautiful c/imax or gradation in the 
different expreſſions of this verſe. — An ungodly man ſhall 
by no means be rich, But if he be, it ſhall not be for any 
long continuance, And if he ſhould continue for ſome 
time, yet he ſhall not be perfect enlarged, or eſtabliſhed in 
power and wealth. 
| Be. ruach pio, Peters remarks — it is not unlikely that 
Elipbaz had here in his thoughts the ruach gedola, (as it is 
alled chap. i. 19,) the great wind that blew down the houſe 
upon 7ob's children : and this is the more 1 as he 
purſues the ſame ſtrain of arguing, in the like metaphori- 
l expreflions, in the following verſes. From the ſpeeches 
ff Bildad, chap. viii. 4, and Eliphaz, chap. iv. 8—11, we 
e how greatly both theſe friends thought Fob to be affected 
"ith the loſs of his children; for they both take notice of 

as a very grievous part of his affliction. But with this 
markable difference, that Bildad very civilly ſuppoſes, it 


zuſnels, 
the Ca 


an/mil (Wioht be the ſins of his children themſelves that occafioned 
mſelve Weir deſtruction : Eliphaz, that they might be cut off fot 
is uv Ae fins of their father. And this, perhaps, is the reaſon 
circum Mat this latter choſe to ſpeak in general terms, and to clothe 
habited ſentiments in bes and figure ; whereas Bi/dad is 
foro plain and particular. Crit. Dif. 40. p. 57. 


Schultens reckons, with the LXX, thunder-bolts, burning 
ind, or extraordinary tempeſts, proceeding from the immediate 
d of heaven, here referred to. 


* 


„ 
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Szcr. 23. lightning from heaven, of diſ- 
— perſed as chaff before the rag- 


Job xv.30, 


— 


32 


ing wind, or ſweeping whirl- 
wind. . 
Let no man who is ſeduced 
by the pleaſure or profit there- 
of, to engage in courſes that 
are impious and immoral, 


ever expect any thing but the 


natural effect and deſerved 
puniſhment of ſuch courſes 
and practices. If he propoſes 
any laſting benefit from that 


which highly provokes an al- 


mighty Being, and moſt direct- 
ly leads to miſery and deſtruc- 
tion, he will, in the end, find his 
groſs error and fatal deluſion. 

And this ſhall happen by 
ſome ſudden and violent death, 
long before his appointed 


time, in the natural and or- 
dinary courfe of things, be 


compleated : neither ſhall his 
branches and offspring, in any 


reſpect, appear to flourith and 
Before 


proſper. 


* R. Levi comments — the man who ir dectived by u 
— believeth not, ci fav, that warity ſhall be his recon? 
pence. The ſenſe ſeems pretty much the ſame with 
preſent rendering. Michaelis reckons this a kind of malt 
tron or imprecation : as if he had ſaid, may the foolifſo mit 
who is devoted to vanity, never meet with any fold ſitiffit 


Hon, &c, , 


that is deceived truſt 


31. K Let not him 


in vanity; for vanity 
ſhall be his recom- 
pence. 


32. It ſhall be 
accompliſhed befor 
his time, and hi 
branch ſhall not be 
green, 
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45 He ſhall ſhake . Before they lag at any SECT. 23. 
off his unripe grape conſiderable degree of matu- _ : 
ne, an . : ' 11 J0D K. 33. 
of hi "nt rity and perfection, they ſhalt WK 
the olive. fall a ſacrifice to ſome incura- 
| ble diſeaſe, ſtrange diſaſter, 
m or unexpected ſudden calami- 
ng” - ty. 3 as, the injured bleeding. . 
m. „ e vine, being unable to nouriſn, 
4 makes off its unripe fruit; 
or as the blaſted olive — its 
faded flowers. 
34. For the con- lt is equal and reaſonable 34 
ren, d.. that. the family, and whole 
late, and fire ſhall combined body of hardenef 
conſume the taber- impious creatures, who, un- 
nacles of bribery. der the diſguiſe of religion, 
have been carrying on ſecular 
views and intereſts, ſhould, 
after all their ſchemes and re- 
" 55 vels, in gloomy ſolitude mourn 
| their lives as madneſs. And 
t be even fire break forth from the 
| bowels of the earth, or de- 
ſcend in avenging ſhowers 
from heaven, compleatly to 


Q 3 deſtroy 


| Chappelow propoſes to tranſlate, his unripe grape Hall be 
ſhaken off, as the vine ſhakes off its unripe grape: and his flower 
Hall be cafl off, as the olive cafts off its flower. 
 Hporri{y here ſeems to denote, that particular ſpecies 
of it, which conſiſts in embracing and profeſſing religion, 
only for its ſecular advantages. And bribery to ſignify, 
taking gifts, or receiving preſents, and being corrupted by ) 
them to paſs ſentence, or bear teſtimony to the injury of the 
innocent, and defence of the unjuſt. By congregation of hy- 
pocrites ſeem meant, hypocrites themſelves, and all who 
were any way connected with, or dependent on them. 


wy = = wt 


the reaper. © ” 
35 Nothing better can be ex- 


A ParRAaPHRASE en the 


Szcr. 23.deſtroy the tabernacles of 


— — wretches, whoſe boundleſs ra- 
Job xv. 34 


pine and extortion, corruption 
and avarice, had moſt fully 
ripened them for the hand of 


pected as the final iſſue; for 
their whole ſtudy and con- 
trivance, defign and purpoſe, 
buſineſs and practice, have no 
other objects that they are di- 
rected to, or concerned about, 
but wicked impoſture, perni- 
cious villany, and the moſt 
conſummate iniquity. 


38. They con- 
ceive miſchief, and 
bring forth vanity, 
and their belly pre- 
pareth deceit. 


n Theſe ſeem to have been common proverbial expreſ- 
Hons to denote an high degree of yice and wickedneſs : or 
he is here drawing the character of ſome of the vileſt of 


mankind. 


CHAP, 


ad 


e- 


reſ. 
or 
| of 


2 - 
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CHAP. XVI. SECT. XXIV. 


Job declares the infignificancy, and withal tbe ex- 
treme inbumanity of his friends's diſcourſes. They 
could pretend no other ground for their malignity, 
beſides his adverſe circumſtances : and theſe, pro- 


perly conſidered, tended rather to excite their com- 


paſſion than procure. their cenſure, His caſe, be 
intimates, was diftreſsful : but his friends, by 
their reproaches, greatly increaſed bis troubles : 
neither was this treatment what might be expected 
by a moſt miſerable, but truly pious and upright 
nan. He laments his calamities; aſſerts his in- 
tegrity ;, and, in terms moſt pathetic, appeals to 


earth and heaven : earneſtly wiſhing the miſtaken . 
affair might, before his approaching end, by the 


all-knowing God himſelf, be ſet in its juſt and true 
Ae. Ver i to the end., cid -! 


Jos xvi. 1, 2. | 


Jo xvi. 1, 2. 3 
1 1 03, having heard it again Sgr. 24. 
have heard many ſuggeſted that his afflic- -- 


lach things; » mi- tions were puniſhments, and Job xvi. 1, 


HR. > HET OO that? 


o There is ſomething nervous and ſpirited in this expreſ- 
ſion, obſerved by profeſſor Chappelow. Eliphaz had juſt be- 
fore ſaid,” they [wicked men] conceive Yamal, which R. Levi 
interprets hebel we caſeb, vanity and lying. To this Job re- 
plies, in the ſame manner of expreſſion, menachame Varhal, 
miſchievous, falſe, and troubleſome comforters are ye all: 


that is, you oppreſs, affii-and grieve ; you do not at all h- 


ſort or comfort. And truly, unleſs 70 had been the un- 
godly tyrant, and cruel unjuſt man deſerihed by Elipbax, 
there could be no ſignification or reaſonable ſenſe, but great 
malevolence and falſhood, in the infinuations implied in ſuch 
deſcriptions, 
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232 A PaxAnAAsE #9 the 
Secr. 24. that it was plain, from their ſerable comforters 
TI ſeverity, he muſt be the great. e 9e all. 
Jo u. 1ſt of ſinners, defends himſelf | 
| as follows. 
I want not to be informed 
What rank of exiſtence man 
Holds, nor to what abſolute 
wretchedneſs hideous tranſ- 
—— expoſe their infatu· 
ted votaries: What you ad- 
Miniſter under the notion bf 
aſſuaging, cah only ſerve to 
Yeighren my grief; and What 
you term confölation, has in 
it the bittereſt ſting of af 
3 Should yön Hot cut hort, 3. Shall vain words 
for what end can you anſwer —— an mn A 4 
by, ſuch kind of inprofitable Mee that thou a. 
diſagreeable diſcourſe? Or on ſwereſt? 
what do you ground the high 
| preſumption, tõ proceed in 
; — © this abuſive and feproachful 
14 Wich malevolence enough 4. I alſo coul 
to Ao it, and only changing Peak 25 ye do i 
. your ſoul were in my 
circumſtances, I could uſe the poul's ſtead, I coull 
fame detracting vilifying ſtile heap up words P 2. 
| that 2 


The above author renders the particle al, as it is uſed 
to fignify Gen. xlviii. 22, and Fob xxiii. 2, more thun, above. 
Then Jes is to be underſtood as afſuring them he was, if 
he pleaſed, their maſter even at ſatire and invective. The 
action, or geſture of hating the head, ſeems reckoned by the 
ancients as very expreſſive of paſſion and indignation. 

| iz Beine Tun 


Sees. 


5 & S8 


inſt you, and hake 
— head at you. 


s. But I would 
ſtrengthen you with 
my mouth, and the 
4 moving of my lips 
mor age your 


o * 
* 
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that you do: ak enjoying Ss rv. 24» 
affluence, eaſe and tranquility, 3 
copioufly harangue upon, and! * 
diſdainfully triumph over an 
object of = 
—_— conflicting with che 
weight of adverſn 7p. 
But 1 ſhould reckon it, to 3 
ahi laſt degree, ungenerous 
and ſcandalous, to treat you 
after this manner. From a 
natural ſympathy. with the 
common calamitics of an im- 

= that 


Tum quaſſans caprit kizc effudit peſtore a 
O ſtirpem inviſam. 
Ille caput quaſſans, non me, tua fervida tetrens 


Dicta ferox. 


1— Je ven agort ov » pinoerabuges: 


Firg. AEneid. 


Hom, 00. 


A like ſentiment is contained in the following lines. 


— — Mo exult 
Evin Oer an enemy and heap 
ARMiction on th' afflicted, is the mark, 
And the mean criumph af a daſtand ſau. 


4 There ſeems a peculiar elegance and pathos in this ex- 
preſſion. The radix fignifies, 70:6 Halen at a reed with the 
wind, 10 tremble, or be in firomg agitations, by'wway of mourn- 
ing and condalence, Then it is as much as if ke had ſaid, 1 
Jbould not ſoake my bead by auay of derr/ron or indignation ; bat 
my lips  wauld quiver and tremble in pitying and:bemoaming you, 
Chappeloav renders this verſe, and the words will:bbar:it, if 


it was as natural and 


agreeable to the context, . I co] be 


Aronger and louder in Pw PSB von n Wer is, 
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Stor. — that was reaſonable or poſſi 


J. 5. 


- ble, ſupport and encourage 

you: and in every prudent and 

tender expreſſion teſtify, how 

ſenſibly J felt your mighty 

woes, and how deeply con- 

cerned L. was, if they could 

not beowholly removed, yet 
ANY wg in 11 amen i 
thema G! -. 2 


1 7 


6 — ORE? advancein - 6." Though Leal 


behalf of my own innocence, fed: and thogth 


and to excite your compaſ- J forbear what am I 
ſion and condolence, it is not eaſed ? 
effectual: and what better 

ground have I to ex _ pity 

or ſuccour; ſhould 1 im poſe 


upon mylelf the wha ame 


ſilence. 
All this inſenſibility of tem- 7. But now * he 


per, and mercileſs brutality — 2 


of mind you ſhew, are, ne- ate all my company, 


| vertheleſs, entirely owing to 


the - 


r A kind of Außer and Pre as bimſel if how to act is 
here denoted; as he had but too much reaſon to expect 
the event would be the ſame, as to the opinion /of his 
friends, and the relief of his miſeries, whether he ſhould 
ſpeak. or hold his peace. | 5 

Here is obſervable, by an unexpected and beautiful lively 
turn of thought, a change of the perſons from the third to 


the ſecond : as if he had ſaid — He [the grand Diſpoſer of 


all events] hath quite exhaufled my natural firength, and tired 
me out, waſied and diſipated me with troubles : and, as what 
ſtill more heavily afflicted him, he, as it were, turns to the 
Almighty, ſaying, thou haft deprived me of, or alienated mt 
om all ſocial-advantages, and relative.comforts All men have 
forſaken, or only remain to diſtreſs and torment me. 20) 


TT 
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the weariſome forlorn condi- — 
tion which Providence hach FIT 
brought me to. By thy al- * 
lotment, all- ruling Deity ! I 
am deſtitute of health, riches, 
and relatives; and, as the 
pure reſult hereof, my friends 
are diveſted of all ſociable af- 
fections, of ail equity, candour, 
8 or mercy to me, 
8. And thou haſt *- The ſtrongeſt arguments of 8 
filled me with wrin- reaſon that I am upright, and 
kles ieh is 2 Wit that thou art not diſpleaſed 
neſs againf me: and that thou art not diſpleaſed, 
my leanneſs riſing up will have no weight, ſet againſt 
againſt me, beareth the ſenſible proof that thou 
witneſs to my face, art, and demonſtration, as 


t Schulten and others , from the Arabic, interpret this 
word, to puniſh a perſon by firfl tying him neck and heels, as 
a ſheep is bound deſtined” for laughter. : and underſtand by it, 
fome grievous, ſervile, ignominious puniſhment. Chapptlow pro- 
poſes to read — ſince thou haſt apprehended me, it {my con- 
finement] is as a witneſs, and riſes up againſi me: my failure 


beareth teſtimony againſt ne. This laſt clauſe Schultens ren- 


ders, and the belying of me, [by my friends] riſing” up againſt 
me, beareth witneſs [againſt me] openly to my. face. But he 
ingeniouſly conjectures, the word uſed here may come fro 
wen. chaff, and that Y is a note of likeneſs, * © - 

If the miſtake of a tingle letter by ſome negligent tran- 
ſcriber could be ſuppoſed, and inſtead of yy5, the original 
to have been J, or 355. the ſenſe would perhaps be 
clearer of all difficulties; and the rendering be, my being 
bound in fetters, or the wrinkles upon me are my mockery, or 
the occaſion of my being ridiculed and expoſed ; and the general 
defettion and failure, or univerſal leanneſi, riſeth up againſt me, 
anſwereth to my face. As it now ſtands in the Hebrew it is 
literally, and that which wrinkles me is a witneſs, and riſeth 
egainſi me; my Failure, or falſbood, before my face anſwereth 
or teflifieth : that is, they contradict me, and declare I am puniſhed 
end under the divine diſpleaſure, | 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


. $807. cher eſteem it, of numberleſs 


To >= Viſible deformities; a ſprivel- 
ed ſkin, and à body wholly 
e Here they ground 
their calumnies and endleſs 
reproaches, and inſiſt upon 


—— as the certain cauſe 
* All. Nl 
And as the calamities 1 


"= — rg have con- 
cerned the moſt tender arti - 
cles, and been of the moſt 
irreparable dreadful kind ;; 
they conclude the Almighty 


cenſed ; his anger kindled. 
and burning with the utmoſt 
fury: indeed that his ven- 


geance is implacable, utterly 
inexorable, and will never 


ceaſe purſuing me, till I ſink 
into abſolute and Wr 
deſtruction. 


Conſidering me in this 


an and my Maker as my 
inveterate and irvecacicilebble 


enemy, they fully conclude it 


right, for chem to concur wWith 


9. He teareth me 
in his wrath who 
hateth me; 5 ; he gnaſhe 


eth upon me with his 


teeth ; mine enemy 


— . 25 his eyes 
upon + 
is in the higheſt. degree in- n 


gaped upon me, w. 
their mouth, they 


have ſmitten me 
upon the check 
reproachfully, they 


feinen on teſtimany. Sol - Farebis writes, ſatan is:the, enctey. The 
phraſes were uſual with the. Arabs, and probably with = 
:Orientals, to denote the height. of anger and fury. 


Eſalmiſt has the fame, Hal. xxxvii. 12. The, 
repreſant the eber eie catamitics 


ſeems to 


h — 
ich had 


— — \ tbe. rr ae as 


abuſes of his friends, 


G oe  #oOo. ao ow - 


have gathered them- his providence in diſtreſſingSzcr. 24. 
— 2 * me; neither do they think it 


Book of Jo B. 


vere in executing the divine 
ſentence, upon one whom it 
has devoted to indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and 


anguiſh, which ſhall devour 
the adverſary, ; 


11. God hath * Thus the afflicting hand of 
delivered me to the heaven hath expoſed me to 


ungodly, difficulties, 


x Schultens renders, he hath delivered me bound by the neck, 
from the Arabic fagara, which is particularly applied to a 


havi 


ng a wooden collar or clog faflened to his neck. The 


original ſignifies, 0 Gut up the doors or gates of @ houſe or city, 


fo that no one can either go out or come in. It is uſed to de- 


note, being in ſuch a manner expoſed to calamities that there is 
no avoiding them, or ſo in an enemy's hand, and impriſoned, that 


there is no cu. Turned over, Bochart, from the Arabic, 
cu 


renders this ob 


re word, as he terms it, to be dangerouſly 


perplexed, or inextricably involved, ſomething that is hidden 
and extreme hazardous, to be caft or fall into flraits, as from 
a precipice into a well or pit, or as ſheep into thick and flicking 
clay whence they cannot get out of. To turn out of the right 
way and be greatly entangled, Hierox. L. ii. I. 14. 

The original denotes perwerſeneſs, and turning out of the 
right road of action or happineſs. Numb. xxii. 32, becauſe thy 
abay is turned againſt ne; or thou haſt turned out of the way 
of duty, into a way which is in direct oppoſition to me, In 
the text — God hath turned me over, hath turned me upon the 


hands 


of the wicked, that is, hath turned me out of the way 


of ſafety and peace, in which I was walking, into a road. 
where I am fallen into the hands of the wicked. See Tay - 
hor's Concord. on the root . 


cruel 


Some underſtand, God had delivered him up to the 


of ſatan and his miniſtry, to be a mark for all 


their ſhafts, Madge ſays, the dignity of the image requires 
it, if ſuch a being entered into Job's ſcheme of faith, it 
would be natural for him to ſay it, and as it was the real 


fact, it was further proper that it ſhould ſomewhere be 
hinted, | | 


I 


- 1 0 
92 » 


poſſible for them to be too ſe- Job xvi. 


10. 
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A PaRAPHRASE en 4he 


Ster. 22 difficulties, from which I can ungodly, and turned 


Job wi. 


me over into the 


by no means diſengage' my- kinds of the wickel 


ſelf; and theſe, my profeſſed 
friends, a partial, cenſorious, 
and moſt ungodly genera- 
tion, under pretence of my be- 
ing forſaken and abhorred of 
God, take the liberty to look 
upon me as their own pro- 


perty, to uſe as they think 


SS * 


fitting, and moſt tyrannically 
ſcoff and trample on. 

but he hath I broken 
do, no long time ſince I en- me aſunder: he hath 


joyed as much happineſs as alſo taken me by the 
peace and health, numerous neck and ſhaken me 


family, and large flow of prof to pieces, and ſet me 


perity could afford me. The vp for his mark. 
ſcene is changed. And by | X 
the will of heaven, notthrough 


my own wickedneſs, I have 


ſuffered 


* The original is, he hath diſanulled, abolicbed, cruſbed 


guaſbed ne. The alluſions are very expreſſive, and Chappe- 
Wh thinks the wwords, as Pope has it, in ſound are an eccho to 
the ſenſe. But it is not ſo eaſily made out what is referred to. 
Sol. Jarchi explains the paſſage by Fer. xiii. 14, Fal. ii. 9, 
and cxxxvii. 9, the prophet” repreſents the inhabitants of 
Feruſalem by bottles filled with new wine: and the Lord 
declares, I will dafo them one againſt another — daſpeth thy 
little ones — and thou falt daſh them in pieces like a potter's 
fel. The ancient rural amuſements and diverſions are 
moſt probably alluded to: and as neither this nor the next, 
will in all articles agree with the famous one of wreltlic 
nor, as has been obſerved from Peters on another occaſion, 
with any but hunting of wild beaſts : the taking of one of 


| theſe ſeems elegantly ſet before us. They overcome him, 


halte him by the neck, ſet him up for a mark ; make a ring . 
tale out bis irauardi, and pour upon the ground his gall, _ 


As you my friends now 12. I was at eaſe, 


ing, 


c 
a 
n 
a 
h 
8 
8 
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ſuffered an entire reverſe of SECT. 24. 
— =—_—— 
Job xvi. 


fortune, am become deſpica- 
ble and miſerable in myſelf, 
and a publick ſpectacle. 
13. His archers - Hardly any images in this 
compaſs me round world, fully exhibit the re- 


about, he cleaveth . 
5: mes fs, proaches and perſecutions my 


and doth not ſpare ; innocent misfortunes expoſe 
he 3 out my me to. As if J was ſet up 
ga upon the for that purpoſe, I am the 
ground. | mark at which ſlander and 
malice aim their -moſt en- 

venomed ſhafts. As if I was 

transformed into a wild beaſt, 

and to be hunted down, taken 

in .the toils, or ſhot through 

with darts, to be purſued and 

ſlain; ſo am I perſecuted, not 

in the leaſt ſpared,' nor any 

thing omitted to heighten my 
U 

14. * He breaketh At once I am exerciſed and 


me with breach upon . . TS 
breach, he runneth diſtreſſed in a multiplicity of 


2 like a gi. inſtances; and ſome of the 
„. 8 moſt 


2 Schultens, Mercer, and others, reckon this a freſh ſimile, 
and to be taken from ſieges, with the ancient battering 
rams: and that probably - g/adiators and their exerciſes or 
combats are refered to. As it is uſual with this author to 
purſue a ſentiment to the furtheſt it will bear, the alluſion 
rather ſeems continued, with theſe additional circumſtances, 
of different multiplying wounds; and at laſt, when the 
beaſt is quite foiled, haſting or running upon him with the ut- 
moſt impetuoſity and violence: and thus it appears a very 
perfect, and moſt beautiful ſtriking repreſentation of Job's 
various complicated misfortunes. Madge renders, quite through 
and through, ſo that the breach where the arrow entered, faced 
that where -it came out. SEN, | 


13 


14 
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Seer; 24. moſt difficult to bear are | 
2 the attacks upon character, in | 
agent int of that dear integrity 
14. pot 
which 1 have ever inyiolably 
| maintained; and with charges 
of iniquity and vile hy pocriſy 
which it is known 1 ROS: al- 
ways hated. 
1 It any thing could heve 15. — 
ſom ik or might clear me fackcloth upon my 


theſe heavy — _ ee wa, 


it ought to do it, 
1 have been a perpetual moſt 
diſconſolate mourner : upon 
the awful changes made in 
my circumſtances, giving all 
the tokens of an unfeigned 
deep forrow ; and patiently re- 
figning to a fuperior direction 
every thing of appearance, 
_ dignity and authority in this 
world, men are uſually moſt 1 
fond of. he 
My | ain ot 


* This coarſe kind of apparel ſeems to plead a very 
early antiquity for its uſe by way of humiliation ; and horn 
to denote honour and ſplendour, by a metaphor taken from 
cattle, whoſe pride it may be reckoned, and when lying 
down which lay this pride down with them, in the duſt « 
on the earth. The art of ſpinning and weaving, as Lewis 
obſerves, was early found out. The wool of hee Was 
uſed principally ; and for coarſer purpoſes, eff far 
ſackcloth ; in time of diſtreſs and mourning they wrought 
the hair of goats, camels and horſes : the White goats hair 

- was the moſt valuable: and therefore the ſackgloth was 

made of black, which is the reaſon why the ſcripture ſays 
of the ſky when very cloudy, that it is covered with ſaci · 
cloth and * Heb. Antig. Vol. 1. p. 233. 
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= => _—_ g My inflated — — SECT. 24. 
eee 5 disfigured ſqualid aſpect, bear 
5 4 kde the pitiable ſtrong marks of Jon * 
death. extraordinary anguiſn; and 
my decayed fight, and blink- 
ing almoſt blinded eyes, ſcarce 
diſtinguiſh between day and 
night, the plaineſt and- the 
| moſt obſcure objects. 
. 17, Not for any Not, I ſtill aver and main- 17 
lade: ale my Stain it, on account of any 
prayer is pure. iniquities and wrongs I have 
ever done any man ; my re- 
ligious profeſſions, moreover, 
and my judicial ſentences 
have been incorrupt and ſin- 


d The Hebrew ie, clay, mud, Hine, to daub with mor- 
ter or bitymen : fo le in @ turbid flate like water quith mud. 
dchultens, to he red and fplen, The plain ſenſe is, his face 
was fouled and blub with : op and his eye- ight 

at 


8 a total blindneſs. Chappelezu obſerves, 

ne true reading is not FAT but JADA, con- 
irmed not only by the Maſorett, but by the Hebrew com- 
mentators, 45. Ezra, R. Levi, Sol. Farchi, Camp. ch. x. 20. 
The word being doubled is ſuppo d to increaſe the ſenſe, 
310 ver. 12. The author of the Vulgate renders it, intu- 
mit, my face fuel; with weeping. This agrees with the 
frabic radix, chamara fermentavit, or ahamara rubuit. , 

* The meaning of this word in the original is not only 
jo ofe, beg or pray, but to arbitrate, determine or ſettle, de> | 
ae, or compoſe by. arbitration, 10 be an advocate, or to adjudge : 
ad Job having juſt declared, that there auat ng injuſtice in 
i: hands, as Chappelory obſerves, might intend by the latter 
ae, to indicate his proceedings in the adminiſtration of juſ- 
«; and to ſay, for ny judgment [is or hath been pure.) I 
re expreſſed both {eaſes in the paraphraſe ; though the 
tl meaning of the original word, in other paſſages, ſeems 
give the preference to the profeſſor s interpretation. 


Vor, I. R cere, 
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A PARATHRASE on the 


Srer. 24. cere, never once ſtained with 


— — 
3 Job XVI. 


17. + 


* 


© 


a very affecting manner, had declared his miſery. He 


to the rueful horrible cry of blood — never wilt lie eafy 


' as brightneſs," &. There ſeems à reſemblance betwixt 


the ſiniſter views of a vile hy- _ 
pee 5 
And if added to all my 18. O earth, co- 
other ſufferings, the loſs of eg e my 
my ſubſtance and the death hene — q 
of my children, I am myſelf 

alſo to die, a juſt man, under 

the ſuſpicions and horrid re- 

Pr oaches of guilt and wick 

edneſs; and thus, as it were, 


4 This ſtrong and moving apoſtrophe is differently ren- 
dered. The pious and learned Biſhop Patrick paraphraſes 
V if this be true, let my blood be left to the dogs to lick 
when I am dead ; and let neither God nor man regard my 
complaint while I am alive. Which falls vaſtly ſhort, of 
the ſublimity and ſtriking pathos of the original. Fob, in 


adds, no crimes ' had procured it. His main endeavour 
had been always to deſerve a virtuous character: and after 
all am J, ſays he, to depart this life with a charadtr 
darkened — what worſe is it to ſhed a man's blood — 
and, O earth, as thou publiſheſt murder, and giveſt wings 


upon and hide blood, nor ſtop its cry — ſo do thou vindi. 
cate my innocence, never ſuffer matters to lie ſtill before 
the calumnies are removed: nor the voice of a powerful 
defence to be ſilenced, before n righteouſneſs break forth 


this paſſage and Gen. iv. 10, ix 4, 5. Neither is it im- 
probable, that J had ſome traditional knowledge of the 
ſcripture ſtory of Cain ſlaying his brother, and of the pre- 
cepts of Noah: Mudge ſuppoſes this place parallel to ch. vx. 
25, where he ſays he has, a windicator alive; here, a wit 
in heaven. He is confident God will do him' juſtice ons 
time or other, and wiſhes only he could live to ſee it here: 
provided he can find no opportunity to ſue for juſtice to 
God in perſon, he calls boldly on the earth not to cove! 
his blood; that, like Abels, it might plead aloud for him 
ſometime hence, when himſelf was gone. | | 


19. Alſo now, be- 
hold, my witneſs 7s 
in heaven, and my 


record zs on high, 


20. My friends 
ror me; but mine 
eſe poureth out tears 
unto God, 5 


forth 
etwixt 
it im- 
of the 
ie pre. 
h. xx. 
ewitnt| 
ce Ons 
here: 
ſtice t0 
Cover 
him 


ice. 
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my innocent blood be ſhed : Sgr. 24. 
— — 
Job xvi. 


yet, O earth, yield thy teſti- 
mony to my innocence, by 
never covering that blood, nor 
ſtilling my cries, till injured 
virtue obtain juſtice, and it 
appear to all the world, that 
theſe calamities befel me, 
poſſibly to crown my inte- 
grity, but not to puniſh my 
crimes. 

Een now, be it known, I 
ſtand upon the foot of an 
honeſt and ſincere man, in 
the infallible view_of divine 
Omniſcience z and as ſure as 
there are records on high, and 
a ſupreme tribunal that will 
ſet all matters right, my ac- 
counts will bear the teſt, - 
I cannot but reſent the ſa- 
tyrical and ſcornful reflections 
and behaviour of theſe my 
ungenerous faithleſs friends : 
nevertheleſs, my complaints 


are to a moſt righteous God, 


who, for the preſent, ſuffers 
ſuch undeſerved indignities to 
be caſt on his ſervant : and 

R 2 the 


* The above author ſuppoſes, upon his appealing and 
panung up to heaven, that his friends gave an inſulting 
Find of ſneer, as if he had little to expect from that quarter : 
pon which he ſays, my friends: are ſcoffing at me I ſee ; but 
ud, to auhom theſe tears are dropping, (for tears you are to 
Ppoſe at this unnatural uſage] vid ſee them and do me 


18. 


9 


20 
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Bzcr. 24. the pathetic accent of flowing 
= briny tears gives theſe com- 
20. Fay plaints and ſorrows weight. 
21 O bow I could wiſh and 21. O that one 
long to preſent an addreſs might plead for a . J. 


: man with God, a 
before his throne of glory, man 5124 for hi 


and have my open conſcience neighbour. 


compared with-the indelible 
characters that are written in 
his book concerning me: I 
ſhould as Certainly appear to 
be a juſt man and in his fa- - 
vour, as the moſt prudent and 
zealous interceſſor for him 
ever made his injured friend 
appear, by declaring the whole 
undiſguiſed truth, and expoſ- 
ing all falſe and exaggerated 
reports to his diſadvantage. 

22 I have nothing more at 22, When a fer 


| heart, than that my reputation hall g A , 1 


might, as ſoon as poſſible, be .,jexe I hall act 


fully cleared to ſurvive me; turn. =_— 
becauſe 1 cannot 8 
to live, and I ſhall never re- a 
turn from the inviſible world, 
to defend or reſcue it from the 
unjuſteſt charges, * 


CHA! 
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CHAP, XVII. SECT. XXV. 


Job, apprebenſive that life with him was near a 
period, urges bis friends that, laying afide all 
altercation and cavil, they would let the matter 
be brought, by ſole dint of argument, to a fair 
iſſue z which he makes no doubt would be in his 
avour. The welfare of mankind and common 
cauſe of virtue he takes to be intereſted, as well 
as his charafter. concerned in ſuch deciſion : at 
the ſame time he ſeems greatly to queſtion, whether 
they bad underſtanding, ingenuity, or integrity 

enough to agree to it; and concludes in mournful 

terms, lamenting his approaching mortality, and, 

as it were, taking leave of the world, Ver. 1, 

to the end. E 2 


S © 7 


den. Jo n xvii. 1. Jos xvii. 1. 
way {AMY breath is 
x ſe⸗ V A corrupt, my 

eus are extinct, the 
gaves are ready for 
Ne, 


CA human probability, and 
om the ſenſible decays as 


R 3 the 


i Chappelony renders this, I have ſuch an oppreſſion that I can 


hardly ſpeak. The Targum and 8 chmidius, all my wital powers 
are obfirufted in their operation. Schultens, 2 by — 
yt, inſtead of Jyf, interprets, was amazed, affrighted, 
put out of his wwits with the noiſe of ſome one blaming or ſcold- 
ug. A tempeſt that diſturbs all things; or a thunderbalt that 
Jrikes them devon, lays them flat. Cocceius interprets the next 
tlauſes, all pleaſare of life was taken away, and his body as it 
Were a living carcaſs. The graves, &c. In poetry, Schultens 
obſerves, plurals are frequently taken for ſingulars. Thus, 
Jeththa was buried beyyare, in the cities of Gilead; that is, 
n one of the cities; and thus graves for one of them. 


well as exquiſite pains I feel, 
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 CCORPDING' to altSzcr. 24. 
— —— 
Job xv. 1. 
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SECT. 25. 
— 
Job xvii. i. 


A PaRATRRASE on the 


the lamp of life will ſhortly 
be extinguiſned; the number 
of my days are near ended; 
and the ſilent grave expecting 
my lifeleſs remains very ſoon 
to be lodged in it. 9085 
To what purpoſe then all 2. Are there nots 
this ſtrife and contention? mockere with me! 
| : e and doth not mine 
eſpecially this continued un- eye continue inther 
interrupted inſult and deriſion provocation ? 
which ſpend my tedious days, 
and are ever before my griev- 
ing eyes. | | 
Whatever your reproaches 3. Lay dom 


- 0 
- now, put me in 

would ſuggeſt, or you really 8 

think to the contrary, I am Who is he that wil : 

- moſt earneſtly deſirous to ap- firike hands wil 

pear before a proper and im- me? 
partial 

Ns Ee | . 

s Mudge underſtands this, that if he could be certain to lit 8 

{ but that could not be) to ſee the iſſue of this cauſe, depend- 
ing between him and his friends, he was ſo ſure of it, that 

he could even almoſt laugh at them, and ſit unmoved cr -- 


little momentary pleaſantry] for to be ſure they can nem 


. pronouriced upon him. 


fo long [I had rather, faith he, it were on. my ej 


could look ſcornfully] at their invectives: he further add; Joo 


who will lay a wager with me? (the ſtrains to call up: 


have made the leaſt obſervation: upon the affairs of tit 
world, and therefore God would never think them propt 
perſons to ſit in a tribunal of juſtice, [Hy carries that ide 
in it, and ch. xiii. 12, he talks of their tribunals as tribe 
nals of dirt before God, ] or give ſanction to their ſentens 
v The ſeveral images here brought together, as Peters d 
ſerves, ſeem borrowed from courts. of judicature, as 40 
. down a caution, Putting in a ſurety, firiking hands, are 1. 
only a beauty in poetry, but ſhew the earneſtneſs of 
deſire to appear before his judge and take his trial, i 
plying his confidence, that whenever it was decided fas 
and impartially, he ſhould certainly be acquitted, 
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partial Judge, and take my SECT. 25. 
final | trial. 20. 1 | —— 
4. i For thou haſt For, O thou all-diſcerning job xyii.4. 
hid their heart from Being, thou wilt pronounce 
underſtanding, there- a moſt. righteous ſentence 3 
exalt them. but theſe my friends are ſo 


ſubjected to a ſpirit of delu- 


= - ſion and infatuation, that they 
mine are incapable and utterly un- 
thei 7 worthy of the honour of any 


exalted province, or determin- 
ing in an affair where there is 
difficulty, , _ 

5. He that ſpeak- It is proverbial, and may 3 


ym latter to his be taken as an unconteſted | 
friends, eyen the eyes : 
thee ; WF af his children all maxim, that he who has no 


it will R 4 bother 
with 
i Schultens interprets, impreſſed as it were a ſeal on their 
bearts, that they can neither perceive nor produce any thing of 
ole went, or that is to the purpoſe, Thou wilt make nothing of 
Ti them of any conſequence. _ 


a don ſignifies, to ſmooth or poliſh metal, and figuratively, 
en ſmooth the tongue by way of flattery ; but it more frequently 
Wl denotes, 70 divide into parts, to deal out in ſbares : to aſſign 
wt ſeveral perſons ſeveral lations ; and this ſeems to be its mean- 
1 * ing here — which literally runs — he Hall reckon friends 
„ portion, poſſeſſion or inheritance, and the eyes of his chil- 
dren ſhall fail: that is, traitors and deſerters in point of 
friendſhip, who make an undue advantage of them; or 
Lops eſpecially who, by inſulting the calamities of their diſtreſſed 
* ul tends, give them up as. a ſpoil” or publick Preys to be 
5 7" mangled and abuſed by all; his children's hopes from 


ſentene friends ſhall deceive or diſappoint them. By this interpre- 
„ation the paſſage is clear and connected, and the next 
* veerſe comes in with the greateſt propriety and force. Madge 


nterprets, he has talked peremptorily of an allotment of 
9 0 x vengeance deſtined for the wicked, but the eyes of his ſons 
would be glad to ſee it: i. e. it will be long enough be- 
ys tore it comes; whereas God hath already ſez me out, &c, 
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Ster. 25. other notion of friendſhip than 


as, a portion or inheritance, 


— 
Job xi. S. and is any tithe ready; if he 


may reap the leaſt benefit by 
it, to facrifice his moſt fami- 
har intimate acquaintance to 
the world's negle& and con- 
tempt : his friends will be 
few in number, and his chit- 
dren, acting by the fame rules, 


may cheriſh expectations from 
men, but their hopes ſhall 
meet with nothing but delays 


and diſappointments. | 
The Almighty hath been 
pleated to vitit and diftrefs 
me; and my friends take oc- 
caſion from thence to expoſe 
.me as a victim to vulgar hate 


and popular deriſion; having 


firſt entertained one another, 
at their publick aſſemblies, 


with a ludicrous mimickry, 


and exceſſive merriment, at 
my circumſtances and cha- 
racter. i 

| As 


6. He hath made 
me alſo a! by - word 
of the people, and 
aforetime I was as a 
tabret, 


lor proverb of the vulgar populace, the ;/1 probi- 
bly had this paſſage in view, Paal. lxix. 12. Tabref or dm, 
NaN welet res confputnda wel -exterabilis, The Perfic taf- 
ten, and the Arabic tuffet, or tuſfan, Schultens and Michaths 
derive from this radix, alſo the Jeraiſb tophet, It wis 3 
term of reproach like ace, or the Zagiib fie, fr; as if its 
object deſerved to be ſpit on, buffeted or curſed. 


AO } _ PE "I PI" 


. 
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is dim by reaſon of mities, my aſpect or appear- 
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7. Mine eye alſo As the effect of my Ccala-Szcr. 25. 


forrow, and all my ance is indeed enough altered J9Þ=ik7- 


— Fo disfigured. to give occa- 


ſion, and in every organ or 

inſtrument of my bodily ma- 

chine, I retain only the form 

and mere unſubſtantial ſhadow 

| of a man. Ss 

8, a Upright men Nevertheleſs, my heart and 
ſhall be attoniſhed at mind, my virtue and religion 
centihall dir ap him. are the ſame that ever they 
ſelf againſt the hypo - Were; the common intereſt 
erite. of theſe is plainly ſtruck at: 
and all men, of real wiſdom 

and integrity, will be amazed 

and 3 7 the 

rverie r nings 

Falſe friends, on my — 

fortable diſmal fate: as if diſ- 

treſſes only could prove an in- 


nocent perſon to be wicked, 
and 


mn Job had before mentioned the dimneſs of his eye. ſight 
by reaſon of weeping ; and as the eye is ſometimes uſed 
to expreſs, I here underſtand it of the whole aſpect and 
N : and the propriety and beauty of the ſubſequent 
clauſe, in this interpretation, ſeems to confirm it as the de- 
ſign of the author. To repreſent a man's body in ſuch 
circumſtances, by the term Hades, is perhaps common to 
all ages and languages. Vid. Apoll. Rhod, I., iv. p. 1280. 
Eurld. Audrom. p. 28 Aſcbin. Eumen. p. 302. 
Some underſtand the former paſſage of his reaſon and un- 
dtrfanding, the latter of his bodily organs and inſtrumenis. 

1 Mudge explains this as ſpoken ironically, as much as to 
ſay, fine encouragement this for the good ! they cannot but 
ſtand amazed to be ſure to ſee this publick example of di- 


vine juſtice | they will be animated by it in the way of 


vitae ! 


{ 


A PaRraPHRASE on the 
Szer. 25.and to deſerve both the wrath 
. ·˖ of God and man; their ut- 


' moſt zeal will be fired againſt 
that inſincerity or groſs ſtupi- 
dity which meaſures people's 
piety and virtue by their ex- 

ternal proſperity; and their 

nobleſt reſolution to defend 
the cauſe of truth and inte- 


grity, as fupportable by other 


arguments, and in the end to 


obtain a quite different recom- 


By this means probity and 
good faith ſhall. not fail from 
the earth, as from my friends's 
way of arguing they are in the 
greateſt danger of doing. The 
labour and hardſhip a reli- 
gious life expoſes men to, 
ſhall not diſcourage, rather 
animate and inſpire their vir- 


tuous purpoſes : and with e- 


very difficulty they ſhall find 


their inward ſtrength increaſe, . 


to aſſail and vanquiſh it. 


10 And as to you, my profeſ- 


ſed comforters, who deliber- 
F 


i 


9. The righteous 
alſo ſhall hold on his 
way, and he that 
hath clean hands 
ſhall be ſtronger and 
ſtronger. 


10. But as for you 
all, do you ® return 


and 


o Some interpreters reckon this either an ancient form of 
expreſſion, ſignifying to appoint and ſummon councils, and in- 
Spire them with attention and diligent cloſe application of mind, 
to deliberate of matters of importance, Or to tumultuous riotous 
aſſemblies, which are in perpetual commotion and violent agita- 


tion; as in that paſſa 


e Jai. xxi, 12, It ſeems to denote 


Job's friends's perſuaſions of him to return from his evil 
courſes, and be again reſtored to an earthly proſperity. 
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and come now : for 
I cannot find one wiſe 
man among you. 


ate and conſult for my reſto- Ser. 25. 
ration to anearthly proſperity, 


and adviſe repentance as the you wth 


IOp. «: 


f 
- 
i, 
14 


way to it: you have no rea- 
ſonable foundation for your 


counſel, and what I now add 


will confute all your argu- 
ments, and demonſtrate your 
entire ignorance. . | - 
11. P My = are You promiſe opulence, and 
, my purpoſes are L 
_ 1 ſcenes of temporal pleaſure; 


thoughts of my heart. but to whom do you promiſe 


11 


them? Or upon what grounds 


of probability? Is youth to 
be recovered? or will paſt 
days return? Are ſchemes and 
deſigns, totally fruſtrated, to 
be renewed ? or can the loſſes 
of my moſt valuable poſſeſ- 
ſions, and deareſt children, 
ever, in this world, be re- 
trieved ? 
12.4 They change This real poſture of af- 
. n fn ſo changes and reverſes 


8 my 


7 This is explained to ſignify as much as if he had ſaid, 


according to the courſe of nature 1 am grown an old man, e- 
tions have ſhortened my days ; and dreadful di ſaſters broken in 
agen, indeed wholly frufirated all my ſecular ſchemes : there can 


12 


be no foundation for the hopes you wvould fill me with of better 


fortune, The objefs of my moſt fixed thoughts, not only my be- 
reditary poſſeſſions but my moſt defirable emjoyments, [ſurely his 
dear children] are plucked uf by the roots. 

4 Some ——＋＋ this of Jab's nights which afforded 
him no ſleep or reſt: Schmidiu, of the arguments: of his 
friends and their utter abſurdity; the ſame as if they were 
{quaring of _ or e rr - Schultens 
obſerves 
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Scr. 25. my opinions of things, that the light i thert be- 
Dl may account the night t danaeh. 
Job L. of death for the day of bir ; 
from diſmal and horrid dark- 
neſs I derive my only light of 
conſolation ; all other com- 
forts, that do not ſuppoſe me 
— 72t gem enrr rang 
can have no more 
tian, than if you * 
. — light 
darkneſs. - 


13 Whatever hopes you pro 13. If T wait, the 
ly 


poſe to excite, yet Jam ave is mine houſe: 
fatrsfied; that if I will ration- 5 23 my bed 
ally expect any thing, it muſt 
be this, that the ro], or in- 
vihble ſtate, ſhall very fhortly 


be my habitation; and all the 
ornaments wherewüth I am to 
deck my bed, will be utter 


darkness. 
34 lt cannot be long before 1 14. Itnve ſaid to 
corruption, thou art 


anuſt de it, and 1 almoſt — 


reckon 


_ Gbſerves a petuliaribeauty.ard elegance. in: the words, which 
Jihave-endaavaured:to ꝓreſerue in the paraphraſe ; wiz. 2 
* — BF ho — y were May 

vn aaror 

not the Tenſe, u to che literal rendering, be, that 

— affairs was. ſuch as to turn the night of 

daath und ſorrow into the tay of :life and conſolation : the 

moſt deſirable light was near from the face of darkneſs, or 

— — and ſhiae . him out. of it. Cbap- 


| as. to night — 
* 0 1 comes near to. darkneſs. And the 
mext erſe if I ait for:the grave — 1 
halb fapport [or ſpread] my couch with pomp in darkneſs. 


f 
| 
q 
j 
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my father: to the reckon myſelf as having now Szer. 25. 


worm, thou art = ſubmitted my body to the moſt 
mother aud my af. diſagreeable mortifying eir- 
: cumſtances, which one day at- 
tend all men's earth]y remains, 
' 13. Aud where is My ſubſtance and family 
now my hope? as utterly extirpated, my cha- 
for my 1 who racter darkened, and the hour 
hall Joe tf + _ 
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— 
Job xvii. 
14. 


15 


. of my departure at hand, 


what reaſonable hopes can be 
formed as to this world? And 
what would all men judge by 
the ſpeedy contemptible iſſue 
of them, ſhould F give way to 
ſuch flattering, but deceitful 
hopes and proſpects ? 
If I could imagine and 
fancy in this extravagant ro- 


16. They ſhall go 
down to the bart of 
the pit, when our 


antick wa yet I, and all 
reſt in the Made War! a 
together 5, | 


my vain imaginations, will be 
buried and forgotten in the 
grave, if ever we come, as 
er long we inevitably ſhall 


16 2 


do, to that reſt under ground. 


the grave, fall into che duſt, 

Js gory page e aac 
own and refts on his fide : , y pethaps to every other 
beaft that reſts in the ſame | 


: 


e 
- 
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© ,CHAP. XVIIL- SECT. XXVI. 


Bildad bighly reſents Job's contemptuous uſage and 

itreatment ef bis friends. He inſultingly aſks, 

.. zvbetber bis ' arrogance. buoyed him up to that 

i degree. that be expected the general laws of Pro- 

Vvidence ſhould be revoked on bis account. And, 

with a plain reference to bis particular caſe, in 

5 Ariking images repreſents the terrible and remedi. 

_ teſs fate of the ungodly and impenitent. Ver. 1, 
weed, 

J68-xviii; 1, 2. [on xvii. 1, 2. 

Szcr. 6. OILEDAD che Shubite, with 1 — 8 

Jbl. i ſons impatience and in- dad the Shubite and 

, „ dignatidn kt the foregoing diſs aid, how long will 

| it be ere you make an 


end of words ? mark 


and afterwards we 
will ſpeak, 


| patient maw's aſſoclates; and confidered him as the head of 
a party Wρ ôdiſputedt the divine Juſtice ; and looked upon 


be Cer you lay afide theſe captious enſnaring words, ſpeak elo- 
quently, af ey will anſwer.” 


2 
S. 
Q 
M3 
@ 
© 
= 
8 
2 
— 
a 
3 
— 
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— 
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. 
ns wenn Py - 


Bock ef Jom*® :. 
and only ; perplex matters ? S r. 26. 


If once we could hear any 

thing from you like ingenu- 

ous expreſſions and fair rea- 

ſonings, we ſhould readily de- 

clare our ſentiments, and the 

E debate would be ended. 
3. Wherefore are But do you think it 18 in 
we counted as ® character, or any way becom- 
beaſts, and reputed ing you, to take ſuch undue 
vile in your fight? iberties with our capacities? 
rather indeed you have treated 

us as a deſpicable vulgar herd, 

that have no underſtandings 

or capacities at all. 

4. * He tearem When a man's angry paſ- 
_ in his anger: ſions and moſt enormous pride 
ſaken for — — are predominant, what a ſa- 
ſhall the rock be re- vage and fury do they make 


moved out of his of him? Do you expect that 
at the Almighty ſhould abandon 


154. 


the government of the world 
to gratify one who leaſt of all 


Iiterally, 5a, or as Schultens, pecus brurum; alluding 


to ch. xvii. 4, thou haſt hid their heart from under flanding, 


and wile, polluted, defiled, corrupt — which Szhultens derives 
from END, 10 fop up, or, fill up @ pit: from the ſame 
root HDD. bermapbroditus, in guo precluſum off tt abſcon- 


tum membrum wirile, 


* This is a ftrotg ſarciſtn, Fob had obſerved, eb. xvi. 9, 
in images taken from the ravages of fierce wild beaſts, be 


[God] teareth me in his aurath: literally, his wrath teareth.” 


| Bildad remarks, it is be that tearcth Himel, and bis own 
violent raging paſſions that difirat him, Bolducius reckons the 


following to be proverbial expreſſions, to ſignify either what 
was abſolutely impoſſible, or very extraordinary and very 


. * 
1 * 


ſeldom performed, 


— 
Job xviii. 
3 2 * 


| 
| 
' 
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Szcr. oat it ? or reverſe his 
7 — oon laws, founded in un- 
_ vl. changing reaſon and equity, 
to ſuit your perverſe humour 
and wanton caprices ? | pak 
Lou m ou ple Vea the v light 
4 indole lch idle and . of the wicked fall 
- vagint hopes, that the earth's fe i e 
firm foundation, or the rock's 2 2 
immoveable ſtability ſhall be | 
unhinged or overturned for 
you ; which is the ſame thing 
that men ſhall be wicked and 
yet not ſuffer : — 
the very reverſe will 
the proſperity of an ira] 
gate man ſoon end, and 
all his ſplendour and greatneſs 
be redyced to 
6 He will not be a le f to ELF 
| 38 
ſecure his ſubſtance, or _—_ * 


Dee 


* — J, quantumvis, nibil ominus, attamen, imo certe : al- 


though, nevertheleſ;, yet, werily. Light and flame diſperſing 
e ia the drabic ſtile, are well known to depate aue 
nity : and being put out, extinguiſbed, or not 


poſes this an alluſion to their tents, 
ckened wich their covering, required the 


3 being 
light of a hows or candle, which uſed to hang over their beads 


on thes Ge int. Fe Ae. 150 U f, 1 
SS Thus, they ſay 
on 


hath extinguiſhed my cy l 2 a 2 
whoſe hopes are 1emas — he 1s 4 
ewho/c i ol, but is — extin 


Lee J.. Vid. #ip. Tamerl. p. 3. 2 22 


E 1 e of Tpeech is very oblervithle i 
— both of the old and new teſtament. mw 


reduced circumſtances, misfortunes and poverty. 


2 Boa of Jo : 


tabetnacle; and his his habitation; but there wills ser. 26. 


candle ſhal! de Pot be an inſciiſible waſte in the 
ws E one, and unforeſeen accidents 
h and. difafters befall the other; 

7. The * ſteps of Unexpected difficulties; and 7 
his ſtrength ſhall be frequent ſad diſappointments 


ſtraitned, & his own' | | . =O : 
counſel ſaall cat him ſhall attend his enterprizes : 


down. notwithſtanding all his wiſhes 
and endeavours to guard a- 

gainſt adverſity and poverty, 

they fhall come upon him : 

even his policy and utmoſt 

ſagacity ſhall deceive him, 

lead him into grievous errors, 

8 and haſten his deſtruction. 

8. For he is caſt In his conſtant immoral $ 
into a d net by his habits and practices them- 
Ow ſelves, 


This is another proverbial manner of expreſſion denoting 
adverſity. Chappeloww thinks it alludes to the conteſt in a 
race; and likewiſe that of Prov. iv. 12. The alluſion, in 
both places, is very evidently to walking or running, but on 
what eſpecial occaſion is not ſo manifckt. For, in the an- 
cient ſtile, ui of foot was the title of a warrior as well 
a a racer; and that quickneſs of diſpatch which it is re- 
quiſite for, is as properly applicable to many other affairs. 
The meaning ſeems to be, that his moſt vigorous meaſures, 
and deliberate counfels, ſhall fail of that ſuccefs he propoſes 
by them; rather contrive and expedite his deſtruction. 

The fimile from the 7e or feht ſeems carried on, and the 
hzzards and dangers to which they ate liable, expreſſed by 
nets and fnares, 9. and Worked np with great elegance 
and beauty. He js, caſt into a net widely ſpread for that 
parpoſe, and walketh unconcerfied and ſecure upon a ſnare, 
till he be quite involved. The different kinds of nets, 
ſnares and ginns, ſeem ſpecified : and the manner in which 
they are prepared and laid to entice and catch beaſts and 
birds: Schultens wiiderſtands' by nts, thoſe of the largeſt 
kind, whereon birds walked, but which would draw upon 

Vor. I, 8 and 


238 A ParAPHRASE on the 
Sxcr. 26. ſelves, there are tendencies to own feet, and he 


— perplexity and diſtreſs : not- walketh uponaſnare, 

Job wi. vithſtanding his ſecurity and 

| unconcernedneſs, there is, in 

every ſtep, certain hazards ; 
and doubtleſs an affronted in- 
jured world, as he richly de- 
ſerves, muſt form premedi - 
tated deſigns, to embrace the 
firſt opportunity of raking on 
him their vengeful paſſions. 

9 There is ſo much folly, 9. The grin ſhall 
extravagance and danger in — 2 heel, 
his vices which grow upon ©... _ — 
him, and the courſes he pro- f 8 a 

ceeds farther and farther in, ; 
that it is ſcarce poſſible he 5 5 
ſhould not be moſt miſerably 

entangled ; and, in one ex- 
curſion or other, fall into hands 
that will ſhew him no mercy, _ 

io. He is both ſo inſolent to 10. The ſnare is 
divine Providence, and ſo laid for him in the 


ſelf-ſufficient and —_—_— 22 4 5 — 


and deſtroy them. Chappelow, by faare, ſomething made 

of net-work that holds faſt its prey. By ginz, a fowl! 

net curiouſly wrought and ſpread artfully ; or a' contrivance 

with a particular ſound or voice. And a trap, one remark- 

| ably ſtrong made, and twiſted together like the locks or curls 
of hair. See P/al. ix. 15. cxl. 50. | | 

R. Levi interprets wir crinitus, and Hinkelman, pref. al 

| Alcor. birſutus graſſator et homicida. An Arabic free boom, 

| | or common plunderer, the terror of whoſe aſpe& is increaſed 

| | by his long ſqualid hair; from #zammah crinis ; or in the 

Arabic ſenſe to ſmite with a club or ſtone. But Chappelrw 

ſeems to underſtand by the word a different kind of twilte 


net. 
- =— 
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and there are ſuch a multipli-Szcr. 26. 
city and variety of evil acci - A 
dents, almoſt every where pe- 
rils and devices to enſnare 
him, that the evil day cannot 
be far off, neither is there any 
avoiding it. | A 
11.4 Terrors ſhall As he is in continual jeo- 11 | 
make him 2 - pardy from Lee within | | | 
every UCE, amd mal he has no ſupport nor wiſ- 
Giro hmm 20 js foot. dom to cornket. bim through 
the alarms of ſecret guilt, or 
pannicks and horrors of an 
unuſual fear, he ſhall be full 
of confuſion, and driven to 
a precipitate flight, as his 
only, though improbable way 
for refuge and ſuccour. 
12, © His ftrength He cannot make his eſcape 12 
hall be hunger-bit- from the violent attacks of 


ten, and deſtruction hk 3 
% be ready at his T * nunger, nor long oy 
: * fue 


10. 


Le Clere interprets robbers, for taking whom in their flight 
ſuares are laid. Others think epileptick terrors are alluded 
to. The meaning ſeems to be, that his natural courage 
ſhould fail, and his diſtreſs, perplexity, and confuſion be 10 
— . as to leave him no power to relieve or extricate 
imſelf. | / | 
As the foregoing verſe alluded to his mind and its fears, 
this to the body was its ſtarved condition, and ſtrength im- 
paired to that degree, that the bones are waſted and the 
tids broken, by famine or ſome grievous diſtemper. The 
EAruction ready at his ide: Schultens, from the Arabic, ob- 
ſerves may fignify, coftas infringens, breaking the bones, agree- 
able to P/al. Xxxviii. 3. XXii. 14. Lam. iii. 4. — not the 
meaning be, that the calamity of famine overtakes, ma- 
derates, and ſticks cloſe to him, His fears make him fly, 
but his miſeries keep pace with him ; and want of food and 
length ſoon retard and end his courſe. | : 
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$xer. 26, ſue his courſe, with exhauſted 
— ſpirits and deyouring pain ac- 


+ Job xvii. companying him. 
13. 


lity ſhall plain! 


The ſirong marks of this 


terrible meſſenger of morta- 


y appear in 
his emaciated body and ſhri- 
velled ſkin ; and al his beauty 


and vigour ſhall end in being 
a prey to worms. 
4 Wh 


atever he relied on of 
his own ſelf-ſufficiency, or the 
Power and wealth of others, 
Hat utterly fail and abandon 


him ; he ſhall deſpair and die, 
and 


13. It ſhall devour 
the f ſtrength of his 
ſkin : even the firſt- 
born of death ſhall 
devour his ſtrength. 


r4. His 8 conh. 
dence ſhall be rooted 
out of his tabernacle, 
and it ſhall bring him 
to the king of terror. 


+ The Arabs underſtand by Hin, a man's perſon, life and 


fortune: and to tear the ſkin, in their phraſ 
the greateſt violence that can be offered. 


„ exprelles 
Hafi, 


bart, or fences of his ſtir, probably alluding to that er- 


preſſion of Job's — thou ha covered me with 


ſein and fub 


&c. ſhould be eaten, conſumed, devoured. The firfl-born of 
death, &c. that is, they ſhould become 171 to putrefac- 


tion and worms, the moſt immediate 
death. | 1 75 


ult or effect of 


5 The original fignifies meloxs, à fruit the beſt of whic 


is pleaſant and much eſteemed in 4 


; there is an in- 


ferior watry ſort much uſed, dhe a, — plenty, con: 


- taining an ape ne liquor, very proper for quenching 


thirſt, and which often refreſhed the weary thirſty Musi. 
in their ſervitude, and would: have, been. 7 


in a dry and ſcorching deſert, Vid. , Hierob. part 1. 


381, 382. And it denotes likewiſe to. be aſſured, to ray uf, 


to be ſaſe, or ſecure, without fear or care. Thus we WAY 
underſtand by it, that Job's condition of pleaſure or pra{jtrit 
Should be reverſed : whatever he delighted or confided 


in utter) 


" extirpated. — And it Gall bring. him (De. Dieu, by an apo 
trophe, thou, O God, Salt bring him) to the. king of teren, 
10 darkneſs. — R. Sal. and Schmidius renden, even to bull au 


[the devil : others, and the ſenſe, ſeems to he, to @ If deat: 


Jul ? death, 


W__ ow woos tt acc 


SO Bo =”s 


S SS SE=5S::8 Hy qr s os 
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and thus warn the world to Szcr. 26, 
DEED 


avoid the like courſes. 

The ſame monitoty ven- 
geance ſhall deſolate his ha- 
bitation z —_ ſtrictly and 

perly ſpeaking, is not 

is, but the price of juſtice, 
or the ſeat of violence and 
wickedneſs : fire from heaven 

- ſhall ſo conſume and ſubyert 
it, that it ſhall never more 
be a reſidence, unleſs it be for 


15. v It ſhall dwell 
in his tabernacle, be- 
cauſe it is none of 
his : brimſtone ſhall 
be ſcattered upon his 
habitation. 


venemous reptiles, lizards and 
vipers. SE 

16. 1 His roots His ſubſtance, whether of 
fall de dried uf ſeeds and roots covered in the 
hall his branch be earth, or fruit, corn, and cat- 
cut off, . tle upon its ſurface, ſhall ſhare 
the like fate of abſolute' and 

irreparable deſtruction. 
"SPY Further, 
Some underſtand this of enjoying his poſſeſſions, 


Chappelore, of his confidence, dwelling, &c. and renders, 
inſtead of none of his, without him; ſome would refer the 
brimſtone to the ſulphureous fire of hell; others, to deſ- 
tuftion by lightning, and Sozem to be alluded to. The 
meaning ſeems to be, that after his death his habitation 
hoald be deſolate and deteſted. As if under a ſolemn ex- 
eration, - or devoted to emptineſs and barrenneſs by the 


wrath and curſe of Heaven, no one ſhould ever dare to 


dell there, Probably from an ancient cuſtom of ſprink - 
ling with ſalt or ſulphur: places deſigned to produce no- 
thing, or alluding to the irreparable deſtruction of Sodom, 
dc. by fire from Heaven. | 

i This ſeems to refer to the fruits of the earth, ſeed- 
time and harveſt ſhould be no more to him; for his rela- 
ons and offspring are mentioned afterwards, The ſimile 
of plants has before occurred, 


Job xvii. 


18. 


16 


— — — 
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Sect. 26. Further, what ſome have 17. K His remem- 


17. 


Job xviii. 


1 8 « * 
* 


re verſion of an immortal fame, 


appeared greatly anxious a- brance ſhall periſh 
_ > ſepulchral monu- — wel 1 3 
ments, and the dear bought name in the *. 
ſnall be denied him: all his 
unmerited titles ſhall be for- 
gotten, and no monumental 
inſcription tranſmit his worth- 
leſs name. N 
His execrable remains ſhall 18. He ſhall be 
not have beſtowed on them a ns from light 
decent funeral; he ſhall be 99.5 8 — 
hurried from among mankind world. 
with all tokens of ignominy . - 
and contempt, and thrown + 

no Kin under 


k Peters obſerves that this remarkable paſſage plainly 


points at the cuſtom of the ancients, to bury near the high 


road, or in the moſt publick and conſpicuous places; and to 
ere a pillar or monument over the dead, to preſerve his ne- 
mory. His remembrance ſhall periſh, &c. denotes, that he 
ſhall have no monument erected for him, to preſerve his namt or 


| perpetuate his memory. The Hebrew is very expreſſive, ve i 


fem lo hal ene chutz, and there ſhall not be a name to him upon 
the face of the flreet or publick place. And ſome of the learned 


have thought, that when Je (chap. xix. 24.) deſires that 


his words might be * Lum; on à rock, he meant it of this 
famous confeſſion of his being inſcribed on his ſepulchral pillar. 
See Dr. Grey's Job. Codurcus, among the critics. Pet. Crit 
Diiſ. 4to. p. 244. | A 

Chappelqw ſuppoſes here referred to, a particular fort of 
reſort in the ſtreet, where the principal men of the city aſ- 
ſembled together for the diſpatch of publick buſineſs ; and 
Where the names of virtuous and honourable men were re- 


corded. But the former ſeems better to agree with the tenour 


of the whole paſſage. Driver and chaſed. Probably an alluſion 
to the chaſing of wild beaſts, or the purſuit of their greateſt 


criminals among the abs; offenders againſt all laws of 


ſociety, out-laws and common enemies of mankind. 


19. He ſhall nei- 
ther have! ſon nor 
nephew among his 
people, nor any re- 
maining in his dwel- 
ling. 


20. ® They that 
come after him ſhall 
be aſtoniſhed at his 
day, as they that 
went before were af- 
ſtighted. 


21. Surely ſuch are 
the dwellings of the 
wicked, and this is 
the place of him that 
knoweth not God. 


Boot of Jos, 
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under ground with entire de-Szcr. 26. 


teſtation. 
What many parents and 


maſters have deſired they 


might do, none of his off- 
ſpring or dependants ſhall 
ſucceed him, not a client he 
protected, nor a peaſant he 


employed be left, or diſpoſed 


to pretend to his property, or 


retain a place in his late habi- 


tation, F 
Future generations, and the 


- moſt diſtant countries, to 


whom the tragical accounts 
of his ruin and its cauſe ſhall 
reach, will be ſtruck with aſ- 


toniſhment; as they who hap- 


pened to be ſpectators of the 
ſhocking ſcenes were filled 
with conſternation and horror. 

However, there is not the 
leaſt room to queſtion the 
certainty of the event. Theſe 


dreadful circumſtances, the 


incorrigibly abandoned, the 
S 4 wholly 


| The words ſen nor nephew ſeem to ſignify no more than 
no ſucceeding family: and nor any remaining, &c. Schultens' .- 


interprets, no ſtranger or poor who want protection, and 


may ſpeak of his name, or help to maintain his dignity. 

= The language riſes in this ſtrong and full concluſion — 
as if he had ſaid, the wicked man, and by inſinuation Job's 
miſeries, will indeed note with a black flone for publick . 
mourning his accurſed day. And eaſt and weſt, the pre- 


ſent age, and all future 
horror at the cataſtrophe, 


generations, will be ſtruck with 


— 


Job xviii, 
19. 


20 


21 


164 A PARAPURASE an the 
Szcr. 26. wholly eſtranged from God 
> and virtue, and proud blaſ- 
——— phemer of bis laws and pro- 
ade vidence, may be fully aſſured 
f, as his juſt puniſhment and 


CHAP, XIX. SECT. XXVIL 


Job further highly complains of bis friends for exer- 
ciſing his patience, eſecially for diſtreſſing his mind 
with their continued abuſesand inveAives. Friend. 
ſhip, or even common decency, he apprehends, fhguld 
reſtrain their. malignity, or make, them, deſiſt. from 
the perſecution; ſince bis error remained with him- 
ſelf,” and no man elſe was particularly concerned 
in it, Nut if they were reſolved to perſiſt in this 
manner of behaviour, once for. all he aſſures them, 
that almighty Cod had brought upon him theſe ca- 
lamities; and for ends of his providence protrafied 
' them : iubich they might, if they pleaſed, miſ- 
conſtrue; andz at preſent, he muſt bear. their. miſ- 
 conflrufions : but the conſideration whereof ang bt 
per feliſy to ſilence them, Ver 1—13, | 


Jos xix. 1, 2. Jo 2 aw, Ha 
SECT. 27. AVIN G heard what ob an. 
—— EH diſmal effeds followed 50 ling wil e. 
Job xix. i, jromimpenitenrandjrreclaim- - wer 
__— Ran ett ow HAve able 


* Whether we underſtand this, with Schultens, as in its 
proper ſenſe denqting, the pain of a foot hurt or wounded, ad 
lady with a Harp Hon in a 1 ; or, in its uſual ſig- 
nmcation in other paſlages, it is expreſhve of ſuch grief _ | 

— 15 IN 8. 1 angui 
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_ ſoul, and able jniquity and upgodlineſs, Sac x. a5. 
ak me in pieces | 1 1 — 
wich words. a and p lainhy understanding at Job zit. 1, 
ham, in particular, the ſnock - 2 
ing repreſentation was direc- 
ted, Job anſwers: _. 
How long will you thus, 
with bitter perverſe words, re- 
new my ſorrows, force my ut- 
moſt ſtrength of mind to the 
ſevereſt teſt, and try every ex · 
pedient to extort from me the 
acknowledgement of faults I 
never committed, - | 
3. Theſe © ten Tour repeated declarations, 3 
times have ye re. have been full ob ſlander and 


roached me: you : 
SR aſhamed that contumely. ; and, contrary to 


you make yourſelves all laws of truth, decency or 
ſtrange to me. hoſpitality, you determinately 
in this extremely un- 
generous and opprobrious vile 
practice. 
4. And be it in- You ſhould, in all reaſon, 4 
deed tat L have er- haye been able to produce 


min ah ye, ſame evidence, or Kuppory 
Y 2 me 


anguiſh as galls and tears the heart; giving it the acuteſt 
pain or bittereſt ſorrow. - Break me in piectu. The word fig- 
nifies, pounding grain with a peftal-in a mortar, which per- 
haps was the moſt ancient method of grinding and, pre. 
paring it for uſe. To bray, bruiſe, break, or cruſh into ſmall 
pieces ; figuratively, to humble, diftreſs, defiroy. 

oA definite number inſtead of an indefinite one; that is, 
many times you have moſt anjuſftly reproached me : and liter- 
ally, ore not aſhamed, will'harden yourſekves in impudence ; or 
pill be wonderfully flubborn and hard-hearted. 

» Schultens ſuppoſes this an Arabic of expreſ- 
fion ; merum pernoctat error neus; 2s that in their * is 


: © 
. 


* 


266 A ParRAPHRASE on the 
Sxecr. 27. ſome fact, to ſhew whom I 
have injured, or what I have 
Job xix. 4. qone that is evil and hypocri- 
tical, before you had in theſe 
high terms attacked and re- 
viled me: and truly a moſt 
egregious offender I muſt have 
been, if there are no allow- 
ances, and the moſt rigorous. 
juſtice: be not ſatisfied with 
my ſufferings. 99 | 
"= If, on this lamentable oc- 4 If indeed you 
caſion, you are determined to will magnify your- 
- give yourſelves the. greateſt 2 Me, and 
affected airs of inſult and tri - — IP * 
umph; and edge your argu» . 
ments, point all your ſatire | 
with the diſtreſſes and cala- ar 
mities which have befallen me, 


1 


* ſaid to be done in the night which vas done through ſurprixe, 
and for want of more mature dehiberation. In the Alcoran 
eb. iv. v. 8; p. 107. edit. Marrac.) it is ſaid — part of thim 
[the diſobedient] meditate by night, different From that which 
thou | Mahtmed) ſpeakeft : i. e. they are guilty of miſtakes 
for want of due conſideration. The radix ſignifies, to „ay 
all night, to, ladge, to continue in a ſettled fiate. And the 
meaning ſeems to be, my error, whatever it be, is the ſame 
after all: I have neither confeſſed, nor have you proved it; 
— you. are..not injured, and I ſuffer; why am I further 
abuſed and inſulted ? I have included ſeveral interpretations 
in the paraphraſe, as what n will bear. Perhaps 
the plain. ſenſe. may be, what immediate concern is it of 
yours whether I have erred or not? you do not know that 
I. have, nor can prove it, and I ſhall not confeſs or inform 

you. : b * ü 1 D 

_ 1 Some tender, raiſe yourſelf up againſt, and inveigh againſt 

me 5 If . was f "The ph hraſe, 1 think, — 

each repreſents their real — 18 I 
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as if they alone were abun-Stcr. 27. 
dantly ſufficient to vindicate 
your hardeſt cenſures. 
6. Know now that I take the liberty to inform 6 
God hath * over- you better, that they are not: 


thrown me, and hath hat is wickedneſs only is re- 
compaſſed me with 


i roachful; not what almighty 
OP God, who has an — — 
thority, hath for wiſe ends of 
his providence appointed or 
permitted: my difficulties and 
miſeries are no real indigni- 
ties, becauſe they proceed not 
from myſelf, but from a hand 
that, on whomſoever it ſeizes, 
will be ſubmitted to. 
7.* Behold, Icry And I have uniformly and 7 


out of wrong, but I ſtedfaſtly declared and main- - 
am not heard: I cry 


aloud, but chere is no tained this from the begin- 
judgment. ning; you injure me greatly 
5 when you ſuppoſe me a wicked 
man; and yet no vindication 
I can poſſibly offer will con- 
vince you of this, or perſuade 
you to retract it. 


— — 
Job xix. 7. 


Theſe 


This is ſuppoſed to allude to the exerciſe of hunting: 
and the latter phraſe Schultens interprets, from the Arabic, 
cloſely and narrowly guarded : referring to a mountain 
goat, which, being forced by dogs and darts to have re- 
courſe to a rock for ſhelter, cannot flee from thence, but 
falls a prey to the hunters. 5 | 

The literal verſion, as Chappelow obſerves, gives a pe- 
culiar emphaſis, conſiſting of a ſudden, paſſionate exclama- 
tion, wiz, I cry out, chamus, injury, violence, but it is to no 
effect, he ſhutteth out my prayer. Lam. iii. 8. | 


> 


Job .xix.8. 


and obſcurity. 


10 


his innocence. 


A PanaPur 8b on the 
Sacr, 2» Theſe calamitics are ſtill 


ton— reckoned as unſurmountable 
objections; and indeed I am 
furrounded with them; every 


thing of earthly circumſtance. 


re me wears a moſt 


my 
er can I move a ſtep to 
defend myſelf, but theſe ob- 
2 are thrown, i in my way. 
1 direſtod of all chat influ- 
ence andre eminence, dignity 
and authocity, and even _ 
tation; and- character, which I 
once enjoyed, and fallen to 
the: loweſt degree of conternpt 


le is not in a fingle in- 
ſtance, or a few: particulars, 


but. in every thing that he 
bath attacked: and. diſtreſſed 


me: nothing but => 


orricd aſpe& : nei - 


8. : He hath fene- 
0 up my way that [ 
cannot paſs, and he 
hath ſet darkneſs in 
my paths. 


S © — hath ſtrip- 
me of my glory, 
and taken the crown 
from my head. 


— 


10. He hath * de- 
ſtroyed me on every 
fide, and I am gone: 
and mine hope hath 
he removed like 2 
tree. 


2H ebultens i interprets this as referring to the divine tribu- 


nal, which Jeb could not approach to in order to vindicate 
The terms ſeem rather to expreſs his pre- 
ſent-unhaypy condition, the afflictions that hemm'd him in, 
and elduds 05 adverſſty that he could not ſee through: eſ- 
— theſe, as they diſabled him from vindicating his 


. 2 The — author reckons tlie nob{;/? ornaments here i io 
tended, ſuch as Job. mentions, ch. xxx. 14, vix. his: ri 11 
rroufneſe, his. piety ant” integrity, which he had been dive 

of the reputation af by invectives and reproaches, 

As the former phraſe to his integrity, ſo. this is referred. 

* wm divine led dwelling opon Ki houſe, and inſpiring 
15 Opèes. 


11. v He hath alſo 
kindled his wrath a- 
gainſt me, and he 


counteth me unto, 


him as one of his e- 
nemies, 


12. * His troops 
come together, and 
raiſe up their way 
againſt me, and en- 
camp round about 
my tabernacle. 


Boot of Jos. | 9 
and total deſtruction reign all Ss er. 27. 


ardund. As a tree rooted 
and placed in the ground 
a differnt proprietor, nothing 
remains of my late ſubſtance 
and moſt large poſſeſſions, 
neither have I the leaſt hope 
of their ever being reſtored. 

From all this adverſity, and 
from ſome peculiar extreme 
ſeverities, it almoſt appears as 
if I had loſt God's favour ; 
and my friends poſitively in- 
fer the dreadful forfeiture : 
that theſe are ſufficient marks 
how highly I have provoked 
him, and how inflexible his 
reſentment is, how hot his an- 
ger burns. 

As committing open and 
avowed hoſtilities, invading 
his country, and laying ſiege 
to his towns, leave a ruler or 
governor no room to doubt, 


that 


Y Job daes not any where, that I know of, expreſsly de- 
Clare, that the Almighty was really his enemy ; he had dif- 
ferent ſentiments of him than to think ſo: but this was 
concluded by his friends from his misfortanes. Literally it 
is, he hath made his wrath to barn againſt me; and reputed or 
reckoned me, to himſelf as his ename; which are uſual phraſes 
in the eaſtern ſtile, to denote the heavieſt calamities, 

* It is ſcarce neceſſary to intimate, that as enemy was 
mentioned in the laſt verſe, in this is expreſſed, in the mili- 
tary ſtile, his hoſtile proceedings forming, of troops, caſt- 
ing up banks, and marking out encampments; c. which 
beautifully and elegantly repreſent the neceſſities and diſs 
treſſes to which Job was reduced. 


— -——— 
UP Job i. 
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4 PaRAPRHR ASE en the 


'$xer. 2 that a neighbouring power 


Job ux. 
12. 


Sect. 28. 


— declares war againſt him: 

ſuch, are. reckoned the ap- 
pearances of affairs that con- 
cern me, with reſpect to the 
diſpleaſure and terrible indig- 
nation. of the lypreme. Ma- 


helf. 


f 


S E C: E: XxXVIII. 


; I ob continues the moving deſcription of his adverſiy, 


in the alienation from him of all his acquaintance 


5 ang former friends. He moſt tenderly implores 


mpaſſion. He takes courage, in the unſhaken 
po — he that be bad a vindicator, who would 
one day do him juſtice ; when his character and 
integrity ſhould again ſhine forth : and his perſe- 

cutors, if they 45 id not repent, be covered with 


| e Ver. 13, to the end. 


5 OB xix. 13. 
Y afflictions are not 
only in my ſubſtance 


. | 
Job xx. and perſon, body and mind; 


but 1-ſuffer greatly as a mem- 


ber of ſociety : and from the 


time they happened, an af- 


feed diſtance and rangeneſs 
was very obſervable in my bre- 
thren and correſpondents; and 


multitudes of my acquaint- 


ance immediately diſperſed on 
account of them. 
3 My 


Jos xix. 13. 
H* hath put 
my brethren 


far from me, and 
mine acquaintance 


are verily * 


from me. 


r VT 
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14. My kinsfolk 
have failed, and my 
familiar friends have 
forgotten me. 


15. They that dwell 
in mine houſe, and 
my maids count me 
for a ſtranger : I am 
an aliant in their 
fight, 


16, I called my 
ſervant, and he gave 
me no anſwer : 1 in- 
treated him with my 
mouth, 


17, My breath is 
ſtrange to my © wife, 
though I intreated 
for the children's ſake 
of mine own body. 


My neareſt neighbours af-Szecr. 28. 
ford me no ſuccour or aſſiſt. H 
ance ; and my intimate friends = wm 
forget, do not know, utterly” 
neglect me. , 2745, 
Sojourners, auxiliaries in 15 
my domeſtick bufineſs, and 
even my bond-women, treat. 
me as if I belonged not to 
the ſame family or country, 
but was diſtinguiſhed by ſome 
ſeparate mark or foreign 
badge. 
J called, by his name, to 16 

one of the meaneſt of my la- 
bourers in tilling the ground, 
but he deigned not to anſwer : 

in the humbleſt and moſt ear- 
neſt manner I beſought him, 
but in vv 5 1 

My perſon rs offenſive 17 
and pd an To cage wife; 
neither was her behaviour at 
all domeſtick, conjugal, or 
tender; though I conjured her 

to compaſſionate my wretch- 


x x 


edneſs, by the moſt endear- 
ing argument of my deceaſed 
offspring. 


Contrary 


. a Some interpret this of a ſecondary wife, or concubine, and 
Children, in the next verſe, of a young generation by her, 
As the advice of his firſt has been generally underſtood, it 
may well enough agree to her: and what argument could 
be more moving than that drawn from the terrible fate of 
his deceaſed offspring. | 4 
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A Paraprnatt by the 
Contrary to all rules of mo- _ 13. * Na young 

ad gene), enn bojs Perg a b 
and little childteti in cbmpa. fpake again me. 

ſpake againſt 
riſon, trea ted mes 4 mä in E 
years, with irrevetehce and 
downright rudeneſs. I fteod 
up in my own vindication, 
and they had the aſſurance to 
contra ict and thwart nie. E 
My eonfidents, of whoſe _ 19. All myinward 
entire frienqſtũp I ever doubt. Fins: abborted me: 
ed, expreſſed ſuch diſdain and oed ar turned 2. 
abhorrence of me, as if 1 had gainſt me. 
not only foffeited all right to 
theif intimaey, but to com- 
mon hurhanity, And thoſe 
unworthy and ungrateful peo- 
ple, for whom | entertarned 
an hight eſteem, and moſt 
tender affection, appear my 
zcalous adverſaries. 4 
As to thy aſpect and bodify 20. My e bone 
conftitution, of late ſo healthy 8 n 
and vigorons, there never was 1 am claped with 
ae} Ay | a more the ſkin of my teeth, 


v ＋ . 0p explains this of wicked men. Schultens, of 
poor „and dependents on 7ob's charity: or of the 
poſterity of domeſtick ſlayes whom he had brought up. 
'Fhe original ſignifies ſnallebilaren, whoſe diſrepect to, and 
irreverent behaviour before their elders, all antiquity highly 
condemns. | 

_ © Schatltens, whom I have rh followed, renflers, the 
bone; aubere to,\and ſtick out of the tvs different ſkins, vix, the 
euitis and cuticuld. ' Ard am gc, with the fin, 8&6; that 
' Bis texthy are dot out, and nothiny bur th gumt remaintd. 
They ſeem tor have been proverbiul exprefſivtts to denote 
a body worn out, or in a great degree of meagerneſs. or 
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11. Hare pity 
upon me, have pity 
upon me, O ye m 


friends, for the hand 


of God hath touched 


me, 


22, Why do ye 
perſecute me as God, 


and are not ſatisfied 


with my fleſh. 
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a more miſerable and total al- SEC. 28. 


teration : I am juſtly become 19 
proverbial from an extreme 20. 
leanneſs and meagerneſs, my 
bones are ready to ſtick out 
of my ſkin, and where teeth 
once were, only gums re- 
main. 

And now, O ye my friends, 21 
if you are really lach, and 
the greateſt diſtreſs ever mov- 
ed your compaſſion, have pity 


upon me; have pity upon 


me from this conſideration, 
that it is God who hath ſmit- 
ten me; and his afflicting hand 


is ſufficient, without your un- 


kindneſs, to weigh me down. 

Why ſhould ye perſecute 22 
me as God, or claim to your- 
ſelves a prerogative like him, 
to know the ſecrets of my 


There is an extreme pathos and tenderneſs in this re- 
peated phraſe or reduplicated expreſſion. If the following 
lines do not come up to it, yet they are of the like moving 
kind, and may entertain the humane benovolent reader. 


83 Have you put off 


All ſenſe of human nature? keep a little, 
A little pity, to diſtinguiſh manhood ! 
Leſt other men, though cruel, ſhould diſclaim you, 
And judge you to be number'd with the beaſts ! - 
It is the mark of a diſhoneſt mind 
Not to commiſerate ev n the moſt guilty. | 
He who unmov'd beholds the wretch's pains 
1s ſack: A wee as e e our _ 


I 1. 
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Szcr. 28. heart? Are the miſeries you 


— 
Job xix. 
1 


23, 24. 


A ParaPptmasE on the 


ſee mae ſuffer in my fleſh too 


little to ſatisfy you, that you 
are reſolved to pierce my. very 
ſoul with your unjuſt re- 
. Hear then, ye raſh accuſets 
of my innocence, hear this re- 
ſolute confeſſion of my faith, 
and proteſtation of my inte- ed in a book That 
grity, winch I am now about they were * graven 
ro make. rote with thy b. uf. 
— — ng 
of. And oh , how carneftly 
could I wiſh, that my words 
were written in a book, or en- 
tered in ſome publick regiſ- 


23, and 24, Oh 
that my words were 
now © written! Oh 
that they were print. 


tet, that recourſe: might al- 


ways be readily had to them: 
rather, that they were engrav- 
| n * en 


= Sganlomias obſerves, ¶ indeed what other method could 
be thought of to preſerve them ?] that decrees, memorable, 
ſentences, prophecies, Cc. were, of old, written down, or 
regiſtered in boots to ſecure and tranſmit them. Perhaps 
he ſhould rather have ſaid, in fing/e leaves, from whence 
Folios which were rolled up, hence the volume or roll of the 
book. As to the haet art (as it was filed) of printing, it 
can hardly be traced farther back than the middle or be- 
ginning of the fifteenth century. 8 
f Panſamias in Bævticis, fpeaks of the books of Heſuu, 
which are entitled Eyy.@v nttpev. as written in plates of 
lead. Which fort ef plates, Sizetohius, in the life of Nerv, 
calls chartam plumbeum, alk paper. This cuſtom is ſaid 
to be in uſo Before the days ef Fob.” And it ſeems to be 
his wiſh, to have theſe leaden plates fixed in, or placed upon 
wocks or Fillars, The iron pen, dr the flyle, was firſt made of 
iron, afterwards of bone, to write on waxen tables. 
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en upon a ſepulchral monu- Sxer. 28. 
ment of the hardeſt rock.. 
TS ds eo: LE 3 Job xix, 
with an impreſſion ſtrong and 25, 24. 
deep, fo as to remain upon 
record to all future ages; and 
convince the whole world of 
my uprightneſs, and the in- 
juſtice of your cenſures: at 
leaſt, ſuſpend their ſentiments, 
and refer their ſentences, to 
the great judgment and final 
conſummation of all things. 

25. For I know From a candid and impar- 25 
bug : N tial examination I am fully 
candle cas Hh ſatisfied, in the intermediate 

T 2 time, 


Ng, Goali, as Peters obſerves, [from whoſe literal, 
and very ex preſſive interpretation, ſome part of the para- 
phraſe of this, and feveral other verſes is taken, ] fignifies 
equally, @ vindicator, avenger, or deliverer ; and is the ſame 
that is uſed for the avenger of blood, ſo often ſpoken of in 
the books of Moſes ; who was ſome near kinſman or friend 
of the deceaſed, that by the law was allowed to take im- 

uld mediate vengeance on the perſon guilty of the homicide, 
ble. unleſs he fled to a city of refuge. Nor was this peculiar to 
the laws of Moſes, but ſeems to have been a cuſtom that ob- 
tained univerfally in thoſe ancient times, At leaſt it obtained 
over all the ancient ſtates of Greece, that if any one killed 
another, though by accident, he was forced to fly his 
country; otherwiſe: he was in danger of falling a ſacrifice 
to the reſentment of the friends and relatives of the deceaſed : 
who are called by Homer upon the occaſion, aoognInpes, 
which might well enough be rendered, awengers of blood, 
for it ſeems to anfwer exatly to the Hebrew word By » 
ge] — and we have the cuſtom intimated to us, Oayff: 
(118, 80 Arbilles calls himſelf the act [that is, goo] 
of Patrotulus, when he killed Hefor. Iliad x. 333. 8 
Linri, 1 Kings xvi. 11, flew the houſe of Baca, Phu, 
goalat, et 2ogoilinga;, and all theſe who were concerned to 
avenge his death, 
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mankind would form quite latter 4% upon the 


Job xix 


25. 


different opinions to what are 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


earth. 


done at preſent, However, I - 


26 


am infallibly certain, that the 
unexceptionable and perfect 
Avenger or Vindicator of 
my innocence and reputation, 


which you have thus inhu- 
manly attacked, now liveth, 


and ſhall live forever: and 


that, in ſome grand future 
period, he ſhall ariſe to judge 
che dead. 1 
And though after my ſkin, 26. And 2hough af- 
which you ſee ſo miſerably af 3 oy e 
fected and mangled, this whole in 1 m neſt, Hal 
frame ſee God, 


un The other word, C)pꝰ, jalum, rendered by our tranſ- 
lators, he Gall fland, properly ſignifies, he Shall ariſe fron 
bis ſeat, he ſhall fland upon his feet, to give ſentence or to 
execute judgment, He all land up for to fide with, or 
ſupport as a patron, judge or avenger. It can ſcarce have 
any other meaning ; and I believe this was the poſture in 
which judges uſually delivered their ſentence, in all times 
and countries. The phraſe of God's ariſing to judgment 
is very uſual in ſeripture: P/al. Ixxiv. 22, Ixxxii. 8, and 
a paſlage remarkable to the purpoſe, is, Fob xxxi. 13, 14 
i In my fb, the prepoſition is uſed to ſignify, fron, 
after, out of, without, ſafe from, at the end of, over and 
above, &c. There are three words ſupplied by our tranſ- 
lators to fill up the ſenſe, which perhaps would have been 
as clear and perfect (though Peters thinks the firſt and la 
rightly added) without any of them : and literally is, and 
efter my ſtein, my nakedneſs, and being ſtript and deftitute 
of every thing, they disjoin, diſmember, or. ſeparate and 
tear all to pieces: RN, hoc, vel tam hoe quam illud, [point- 
ing to ſomething] both this and that, yet out of my field 
ſhall I ſee God; I ſhall ſee, as by a new and freſh light 4 
| ; *,%... - troduc 


. 1 


8 QUtU PLE SH oa - 


WI 


WY .. © 
frame ſhall be diſſolved and Szer. 28. 


turned to duſt; yet I. moſt 
firmly believe that I ſhall live 
again hereafter, as truly and 
certainly as I do now : and 
ſhall, out of this body, or af- 
ter it is wholly conſumed and 
deſtroyed, appear perſonally 
before my Judge. 


27. Whom [I ſhall Whom I ſhall ſee for my- 


ſee for myſelf, and | a | 
ae nl he ſelf, or eſpecially in my own 


hold, and not * an- Cauſe, and truly prepared to 
other, * g. - 2 do 


troduced, or by extraordinary communication. In the next 


verſe the ſame word is added, and likewiſe ſtrengthened, IL 


ſhall fee moſt clearly for myſelf and my eyes Hall fix upon, 
with affection and eſteem, pleaſure and comfort, confidence 


and admiration. They deſtroy, or they. have deſtroyed : Peters 


very juſtly obſerves is, in the Hebrew idom, the ſame with 
this be deſtroyed, Job xxxiv. 20, Luke xii, 20, and the ſame 
form of expreſſion uſed by the Perfic. Crit. Difſ. 470. p. 206. 
Hyde tranſlat. of the ſadder [porta] or chap. 5. 

* By the word If, another, a flranger, from Y, to preſs, 
to /queeze, to cruſh in order to force out water — or to dreſs a 
wound or ſore, To be forced out of his native country. Fob 
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— — 
Job xix, 


26. 


27 


may be ſuppoſed artfully to point at his miſtaken friends 


and violent accuſers; who, as he intimates, would be ſtruck 
with ſhame and remorſe in the day of judgment, and not 
be able to bear the ſight of that Judge, whom he himſelf 
ſhould behold with pleaſure. Or by it, as Peters obſerves, 
may be meant, one eſtranged from God and goodneſs. 
Crit, Dif. 4to. p. 209. Mudge remarks, upon the whole it 
is impoſlible, after what is ſaid in ch. xiv. that Fob could, 
with abſolute certainty, promiſe himſelf a reparation in an- 


other life, it is ill leſs proſſible after ch. iv. 11, 12, and 


xvii. 10—16, that he could expect it in this life, and, if 


he could, they would either of them be a full anſwer to all. 
his complaints. In this pallage therefore he is only earneſtly 


wiſhing, [ſtung to the ſoul with the hard uſage of his 
friends] that his juſtification of himſelf was to remain — 
15 record 


A. PAR APHRASE on the 


Ser. 8. do me juſtice : and, conſcious other. gl my reins 
of my. innoce Il 10 be conſumed within 
Jas © anocence, ſhall lopk 1. 


e 


up 


record to future ages, that the world might ſee who had 
juſtice on their ſide hereafter, when God ſhould appear, 


TT, 


4 ariſe. Ang after ny 


0. p. 206. 
* This paſſage is clearly ene of Job's firm perſuaſion, 
that ſome perſon who would ſurviye ſhould vindicate him ; 
and, if accounts were tranſmitted of his ſufferings, give a 
juſt and fair repreſentation of his miſtaken caſe. E will 
farther be extremely difficult, both to examine every parti- 
cular, and rationally view the whole, and not ſuppoſe him, 
though more covertly and indirectly, yet moſt certainly in. 
timating a future ſtate of judgment and impartial retribu- 
thog, in which ke reckoned e n ee, 


pt ͤ-ÄõÄ¼ . 0 © Fr TH 
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up to him with joy and hope: Sar. 28, 


whilſt others, my accuſers, 
unable to behold. him, ſhall 
look down with. ſhame and 
confuſion. I feel my very vi- 
tals fail me, and am haſtening 
on apace towards that death, 
which ſhall conſign me to this 
future judgment. 

28, But ye ſhould In conſequence of my ſe- 
— — veral declarations, more par- 
— 4 1 : ticularly of this expreſs ſolemn 
found in me? Vindication, you ought in all 
reaſon to ſay, why do we har- 
bour ſuch evil” opinions of, 
and purſue him with invec- 
tives? ſeeing the force of truth 
and ſtrength of the argument 
are with me, and moſt evi - 

dently on my fide 
29. Be ye afftaid You threaten me with, but 
ah 2 — have much more occaſion 
a of = yourſelves, to be affraid of 
ſword, that ye may divine indignation : for ſuch 
know theres a judg- horrid perverſions of juſtice, 
Ow truth and friendſhip, as theſe, 
call for the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ments: and ſometime you 
ſhall know; there is a righ- 
14 teous 


| 


ad indubitably to be approved and rewarded. What ma 

be further implied touching the gracious Founder of chrif- 

aity, or the final glorious reſurrection of the body, may 

not be ſo eaſy to — but as to his reſtoration to an 
euthly. proſperity, there does not ſeem to be the leaſt ground 
0 interpret it of that, as Job ſo frequently had declared his 
entire deſpair as to every thing relative thereto. 


Job xix. 
27. 


29 


280 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Secr. 28. teous judgment, in which I 
Jop ſhall be diſtinguiſhed and re- 
— ux. warded,you appear in no ſmall 

degree guilty. HOO, 


182 


HAF. XX. SECT. XXIx. 


Zophar the Naamathite expreſſes his uneaſineſs, and 
peculiar extreme perturbation of mind at what Job 
had uttered. In whatever light he viewed their 
obſervations, he aſſures him, they were founded on 

inconteſtible fads: wickedneſs was never ſuffered 
© #0 prevail and triumph for any long time. H: 
gives a ſpecimen of its certain conſequences, eſþe- 
cially with reſpect to the mind and conſcience, and 
its terrible effe3s upon them : and appears nit 

. _ amwilling that Job ſhould believe himſelf to le 

the individual perſon who bad been in ſome degre: 
A already, and, in due time, ſhould be more ſignal) 
marked out, as an example of. the folly of vice and 

Juſtice of Providence. Ver. 1=—17, ' 


Jos m. 1, 2. Joes A. , & 5 
Secr. 29. FOPHAR the Naamathite, | 1 — 
"Yin „ improbably, ſuſpect - phar the Naam 


4 ing himſelf perſonally :{truck: thite, & ſaid : there 
at, or at leaſt highly con- fore my thoughts 
mn . 4 a cerned, caule 

| | | U 
* | 1 Schmidius interprets, his thoughts were not in his own 
| power, but he was inſpired, or under a divine impulſe. 
Gufſet and Schultens, becauſe of my inquietude which is in 
me ; 1. e. becauſe of the fear you have brought me into of 
the judgment of God. I cannot but anſwer left God ſhould 
condemn me for being filent reſpecting your ſpeeches. 
„ 01 | WO Its | Comp. 


and for this I make 
haſte, - | 


„ Ay 2 F 


3. I have heard 


the check of my re- 


proach, and the ſpi- 
rit of my underſtand- 
ing cauſeth me to 
anſwer. 


4, and 53. Knoweſt 
thou nt this of old, 


ſince 


| Book of J o B. 
caaſe'me to anſwer, cerned, in Job's mention of asser. 29. 


vindicator and the ſword Jebel; 
2. 5 


fired with reſentment and in- 
dignation, anſwers as follows: 
I I have indeed heard you 
out, but not without the ut- 
moſt impatience and uneaſi- 
neſs; my heart is quite full, 
and my thoughts extremel 
painful to me, until I pubh 
them, and, on that very head, 
where you glory make you 
aſhamed. e.. 

My ears are grated, to hear 
the bold checks you ſtrive to 


give, and ſtrong remonſtances 


you endeavour to make againſt 
my true charges, and moſt juſt 
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3 


reproaches of you with hypo- 


eriſy: for this I am, all that 
is poſſible, contradicted, pro- 
voked, and even menaced 
with divine judgments. This 
is what no man of ſpirit and 
underſtanding can bear, with- 


out immediately confronting. 
the unworthy author of it. 
Will you ſet aſide argu- 
ments founded on ſtubborn 
. % } ab facts, 


Comp. Jai. xxviii. 16, Rom. ix. 33. Some render the next 
verſe, he [Job] had ſpoken after a detracting reproaching 
manner, but Zophar ſhould, nevertheleſs, declare his inward - 


ſincere ſentiments, and the dictates of his underſtanding. . 
Poſſibly the meaning may be, Job had openly referred to an- 


other world, a judgment to come, and a retribution ; and 
he was quite ready for him on that head, 


43 5» 
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A PaRaPuRASE on the 


Seer. ag. acts, aucb uni verſal experience _ | 22 
ad obſervation? Are you Fat * 


Jah xu. 


5. Fa... 


6, 7. 


what an height of proſperity his excellency mount 


* perfectly ſbupid and ignorant ing of the wicked is 
what, in one regular and un- ſhort, and the joy of 


intertupted courſa, without a dhe hypocrite 6 for 
inſtance to the contrary, * ment? 


has happaned from the time 
that man was created: and 


— SI ?' viz. that 
6 dignity, pomp, and ex: 

ing pride of the wicked, 
are of very ſhort duration; 
and his expectations and en- 


or public mirth, who uſes 


religion only: for a ſcreen, and 
diſguiſe are fallacious and mo- 
mentary, inſincere and un- 


It makes no difference to 6, and y. Though 
up 


m Peters. thinks this a plain undoubted reference to the ; 
of the-firſt-man, whoſe joy was ſhort indeed, for he was 
een ed he had ſinned: and, con- 


dexed:as generally applicable, he ſuppoſes it denotes, that 
their triumphing is ſhort in reſpect of the ſwift, deſtruction 


+ that. ſometimes befalls them; but ſhorter till, compared. 
with-that futurity we-all-expe& :' for he ſeems to have an 


eys to: both in this ſpeech. By wicked ſeems meant, the 
profane and abandoned : by hypocrite, a man of pretences to 
piety, but of corrupt morals. a 

This ia. ai gurative manner of ſpeaking, to denote fame, 
gidry, exaltation, and proſperity, equally common to aneient 
writers, bath ſacred and profane. Gen, xi. 4. Senec, Thyeft. 


As,. v. 1, 2, 3. Soph. Oed. Col. ver. 372. HexnAng dee N 


Very 


to che heavens, 
and his head reach 
unto the clouds. Vet 
he ſhall periſh for- 
ever, like his own 
o dung : they which 
have ſeen him ſhall 
fay, where is he ? 


8. He ſhall fly a- 
way as a dream, and 
ſhall not be found : 
yea, he ſhall be 7 

chaſed 


Boot of Jon. 
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and independence he is ar- Ss. ag, 


rived ; his ſtation elevated to 
the heavens, and his head 
reaching to the clouds: the 
dazzling ſplendour, the tower- 
ing eminence, or the utmoſt 


Job xx. 6, 
7. 


extent of influence and domi- 


nion will be no defence or ſe- 
curity ; they will only ſerve 
to enhance the ignominy and 
miſery of his precipitate down · 
fal, and deſpicable total deſ- 
truction. His acquaintance 
and.neighbours, with ſurprize 
at the haſty ruin, ſhall en- 
quire, what is become of this 
favourite of fortune ? How 
ſo ſuddenly deſerted and ruin- 
ed this late ſlave of his own 

ambition and; greatneſs ? -. 
He ſhall diſappear, as the 
objects of men's minds in 
dreams do, as ſoon as they 
awake: 


TY up .. Hom, 


RAO. veavpmes & Gero Fe. Ariftoph. 
It clamor cœlo. Virg. 


Sublimi feriam ſidera vertice, Hr. 


This probably alludes to the raking er, carrying 
away, and uſing for fires dung of different kinds ; particu- 
larly in Arabia that of ſheep and camels. See Exel. iv. 12, 


I King. XIV. 10. 


? Chappelow renders, from the Arabic, he ſhall Number in 
the midſt of danger; and be ſo indolent as to nod and be 


ſupinely 
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A 


7 Job XX. 0 


10 


A PaRaPrRast on the 

awake: yea, as the phantoms chaſed away as a vi- 
and irregular workings of the ſion in the night, 
imagination are diſregarded | 
and exploded; ſo ſhall all re- 
membfance of him periſh. | 
9. His ruin is irretrievable; 9. The eye alſo 
nothing remains to challenge 1 — him ſhall 
the profound reſpect that uſed +, mall his l — 
to be paid him: he is now any more behold 
no more, nor does his once him. 
important and tremendous 
name and titles ſignify; not 
ſo muchꝭus to his dependants 
or domeſticks, his houſes or 
lands. een e +76 
From the different poſture 10. 2 His children 
and neceſſity of affairs, or from ſhall ſeek to pleaſe 
the ftrong conviRtion of their pandf al 08 
minds, howinjuriouſly and eru- their goods, 
elly their tyrannical parent has 
dealt with them; his children 
ſhall make reſtitution, and en- 
deavour to recommend them- 
ſelves to the poor and op- 

| preſſed. — 


ſupinely negligent, even when he is purſued. The deſign 


of the paſſage ſeems to be expreſſing how ſhadowy, preca- 
rious, aud ſhort- lived, are all his ſecular advantages. 

4 Peters explains this as giving us a very lively deſcription 
of the effects which the conſideration of a future judgment 
uſually has upon the minds of wicked men ; how it fills 


them with the gre horrors in the midſt of their enjoy- 


ments. That though it may not always reſtram men from 
oppreſſion, yet it makes their children ſeck to pleaſe the 
poor, by reſtoring to them what their fathers had unjuſtly 
ſpoiled them of: nay, ſometimes the wicked wretch him- 
elf ſhall-be ſo touched in conſcience, that his own hands 
ſhall reſtore what he hath taken, His children, &c. 


0 o= 


Book of Jon. 


preſſed. And even he lſim-Szer. 29. 
ſelf, before he die, ſhall be ſo 1 
apprehenſive of ſome temporal 10. 


danger, or rather fo touched 
in conſcience as to future pun- 
iſhments, that his own hands 
ſhall reſtore what he had un- 
juſtly taken. | 


11. » His bones He will be thoroughly ſen- 


are full of the fins ſible how extremely prejudi- 
of his youth, which | p 


: cial his vices have been in all 

om * ogy = reſpects ; but eſpecially even 
the moſt ſecret of them to his 

reflections; and how they muſt 

be to his future 1 

72 9 an 


The above judieious author conſiders this as a new proof 
for a future ſtate, and as expreſſive of the puniſhment at- 
tending the wicked hereafter : in confirmation of which 
ſenſe, and as a parallel place he quotes Exzek, xxxii. 27, 
reſpecting mighty warriors who were buried with great mi- 
litary pomp, and with their favords laid under their heads, but 
their iniquities ſhall be upon their bones, though they wwere the 
terror of the mighty in the land of the living. This ſeems di- 
realy (ſaith he) to aſſert that there is a puniſhment attends 
the wicked in a future ſtate. — His bones are full of the fins of 
bis youth, (or, as it may be rendered, his ſecret fins, ) which 
Hall lie doaun with him in the duſt, He ſuppoſes, that, had 
this been found in the new teſtament, it would have been 
thought parallel to that expreſſion in the Revelation, that 
men's works do follow them, There is a contrary expreſſion 
uſed by the prophet {aiah, where he deſcribes the happy 
ſtate of the righteous at the reſurrection in the following 
terms, that their hearts ſhall rejoice, and their bones ſhall 
flouriſh like an herb, Jai. Ixvi. 14. From whence. probably 
the author of the book of Ecelgſiaſticus borrowed, in chap. 
xlix. 10, and of the twelve prophets let the memorial be bleſſed, 


and let their bones flouriſh again ge of their place; may they 
. 


obtain a joyful reſurrection. 


Crit, Dif. 4to. 5. 187. 


11 


| 
| 
' 
| 
' 
| 
| 
' 
| 
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A Pax APRHRASE on the 


Secr. 29.and happineſs, after his body 


— 


Job xx. 
12, 13. 


14 


3 


is laid in the grave. 

Hie may be inordinately 
fond of, and entirely devoted 
to the gratification of ſome 
violent paſſion or eager appe- 
tite; and owing to the ſtrong 
temptation or inveterate ha- 
bit, he may perpetually adhere 
to, never relinquiſh the fa- 
vourite object, and palliate, 
or even obſtinately defend his 
own folly. 

Nevertheleſs, after there is 
no longer any profit or plea- 
ſure, his deluded mind can re- 
ceive from this darling indul- 
gence, or after he has loſt all 


reliſh for this pleaſing fin ; 


there are ſtill remaining in his 


guilt ſpirit inviſible ſtings, 
and the moſt intolerable pains 
of bitter remorſe; ariſing from 
his àpprehenſions of a future 


judgment, from which he can 


no means relieve himſelf, 

The eriminal acquiſition or 
direction of wealth and power, 
will to that degree oppreſs 
and terment his heart and 


conſcience, 


12, and 13. Tho 
wickedneſs be ſweet 
in his mouth, though 
he hide it under his 
tongue; though he 
ſpare it and forſake 
it not, but keep it ſtill 
within his mouth ; 


14. Yet his meat 
in his bowels is turn- 
ed, it is the gall of 
aſps within him, 


15. He hath ſwal- 
lowed down riches, 
and he ſhall vomit 
theni up again: God 
ſhall caſt them out of 
his belly. | 


This is a figufative, elegant, and very emphatick repre- 
ſentation of the infatuated Kinfer's exceffive fondneſs ſor his 
beloved vice; and of its pernieious effects upon his wretched 
mind which Many 2 one Ras bitterly experienced in this 
world, but which extend much farther, even to that which 


ſhall never end. 
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conſcience, that he ſhall moſt Szcr. 29. 
ſincerely wiſh he could empty Job an 
himſelf of, or had never 1 * 
known them: and his miſery 
will be heightened beyond all 
bounds, when he appears to 
give an account before the 
| God and Judge of quick and 
dead. | EY, 
16. He ſhall ſack There he ſhall doubtleſs be 16 
| — _ — condemned and _ juſtly 
pers uniſhed ; the conſequence of 
26 can his abandoning — and 
dying impenitent, ſhalt be 
final deſpair and eyerldſtihg 
f | deſtruction, | 


SECT. 


Jo B xx. 17. Jos xx. 17. 
s 20r. 30. - gl 0 O wretched an effect has 
Job xx. * vice upon human nature, 
17. that 
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Zophar proceeds. toi repreſent the calamitous effefts 


of vice and-angodlineſs. Eſpecially the compunc- 

tion and horror they created in the minds of thoſe 
. who fully believed that other ſtate and future 
judgment, referred 10 by Job in the concluſion of 
His foregoing ſpeech. © They could not but be tor- 
tured and-diſtratied with continual reſile/s appre- 
 benſions of impending vengeance ; and ſhould, in 
all reſpetts, experience how evil and bitter a thing 
it was to depart from the living and true God, 
Ver. 17, to the end. 


t Theſe were, in all likelihood, as Peters obſerves, ancient 
b expreſſions to denote a rich fertile land, applied 


y Maſes to the promiſed Canaan: but theſe things being 


eſteemed delicacies among the orienta/s in the early ages, 


were in uſe probably long before his time. Pindar compares 


his ſong to them for ſweetneſs. Crit. DJ. 410. p. 26. 
Schuitens remarks here a growing ftrength or climax in the 
ſtructure of the words — rivers — floods and moſt rapid tor- 
rents, And that they intimate the greateſt plenty of all ex- 
ternal good things, rendered moſt defirable by being in- 
riched with the divine blefling : which makes their owners 
truly happy, and them pledges of heavenly favour : a 
wicked perſon cannot ſee them in this light: . e. as Peters 
expreſſes it, he ſhall not ſee them with any pleaſure — the 
moſt delightful things of this world, — the greateſt af - 
fluence and plenty of them, ſhall afford him no true en- 
joyment or ſolid ſatis faction. Zepbar, he adds, does not 
deſcribe the puniſhment of the wicked to be juſt ſuch a ſtate 
as 7ob then laboured under. = Some ſtrokes of this kind 


indeed 


0 


ripti 
ard 
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honey and butter, 


wonder and pleaſure, to the 
virtuous and well-diipoſed, af- 
ford the wicked no entertain- 
ment or ſatisfaction. He 
might as well never behold 
with his eyes, he has no re- 

liſh for, no enjoy ment of flow- 
ing rivers, ſtanding lakes, or 
the greateſt abundance of the 
richeſt delicacies. 


18. That which He ſhall be obliged to re- 


he * laboured = fund that part of his fortune 


which 


indeed appear to be mixed with it : but what he chiefly 
kbours to deſcribe, is a ſtate of inward terror and perplexity, 
wing from a ſenſe of guilt, and the apprehenſion of that 
future judgment, which Job had mentioned in the conclu- 
fon of his ſpeech. In ſhort, he takes occaſion from the- 
mention of it, to ſet out with all the force of his eloquence, 
upon the anxiety and diſtraction which the thoughts of it 
do ſometimes create in the boſom of a wicked man; and as 
he flill ſuſpected Fob for ſuch, he tries by this tragical deſ- 
cription, if it were poſſible to ſcare him into a confeſſion. 
— So that they who imagine Job's friends, in their fol- 
lowing ſpeeches, take no notice of this famous proteſtation 
of 70 ſeem quite to have overlooked the plain drift of 
this ſpeech of Zophar, which contains a very elegant deſ- 
cription of the reſtleſs tate of wicked men, and their in- 
yard horrors and anguiſh, ariſing (as he apprehends from 
bis very perſuaſion of a future judgment. Pet. Crit. Dif 
0, p. 186, | 

u Schultens interprets this, not of his own induſtry and its 
fruits, but of the hire of the labourer which the wicked 
ha [by infinuation, Job} had detained ; which he ſhould 
eſtore, he ſhould not digeſt, hardly taſte, And for that 
ud and moſt odious rapine, he ſhould pay the penalty of 
ll his greateſt wealth; which in one moment, by a ſingular 
adgment, ſhould be taken from him: he ſhould not exult 
Vor. I. U and 


28g 
floods, the brooks of that thoſe objects of ſenſe, faSecr. 30. 


full of variety and beauty,. 


job XA. 
17. 
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bad 


Job xx, 


A PaRaPHRASE on the 
Secr.30, which he hath obtained by 


defrauding the hireling of his 
wages; according to the ſub- 
ſtance that has any other way 


been got diſhoneſtly, there 


ſhall a full reſtitution be 


made : he certainly ſhall not 


19 


enjoy, or long poſſeſs any 
thing whatever of this accurſed 


fort. 
For this very plain reaſon, 
becauſe ſtimulated by his own 


inſatiable avarice or boundleſs 


ambition, he hath broken 


through all ſocial obligations, 
and acted the ſhocking part 
of a moſt inhuman oppreſſor 
and ungodly tyrant. The 
poor and afflicted in their 
greateſt extremities never 
A" in him a friend or 
helper. He hath pulled down 
houſes, but never built any, 


he 


and glory in what he had ſpoiled others of, but lame mat 


reſtitution he, and he 


ſhall he reftore, and 
ſhall not ſwallow it 
down : according to 
his ſubſtance ſhall the 


ſhall not rejoice there 
in. 


19. Becauſe he 
hath oppreſſed, * ar 
hath forſaken the 


poor ; becauſe he hath 
violently taken away * 
an houſe which he le 
builded not, = 
80 
y 
und 
of ] 
aliy 
pref 


hiniſelf plundered and ruined. What is before mentioned Wha 


by Job's different meſſengers appears too plainly to be t. 
ferred to, to need further inſiſting on, 
reſlitution, Mudge takes to ſignify, together with reſtitution, 
a certain overplus by way of ſatisfaction, a recompence fer 


the injury of detaining wrongfully. 


x Mercerus and Cocceius render this, he hath broken, ani 
never deſiſted from vexing and diſtreſſing the poor, till 
left them deſtitute of every thing : he hath turned then 
out of their houſes, and rather than let them live in, f 
Dallim tranſlated, n 
ſignifies the waſted, exhauſted, and abject, as to ſubſtance d 


fered thoſe houſes to fall to rains. 


ſtrength, by ſickneſs or poverty, 


The word tranſlated 


Boot of Jon; 


but he never raiſed one. 
20, » Surely he His own tumultuous paſ-, 
ſhall not feel quiet- ſions, and guilty tormenting 


neſs in his belly, he reflections, will baniſh all in- 
ſhall not ſave of that 


: ternal reſt, eaſe or peace from 
ns cm his troubled bind : and he 
will be able to preſerve no- 
thing of thoſe external means 
of happineſs, which he has 
been moſt anxious about or 

doatingly fond of. 

21. 2 There ſhall There ſhall not be left ſo 
none of his meat be much as his daily bread, or 
leſt; therefore ſhall common proviſion that ſhall 
wy "wh look for his not be carried away in the 
_—_ approaching ftorm of terrible 

and quick entire deſtruction : 
ſurvivors therefore can expect 
U 2 no 


There are various interpretations of this paſſage: ſome 
underſtand it of the wicked man's inſatiable deſires: others 
of his endleſs cares; and infinite inward tortures which, 
alive and dead, ſlick to him. May it not refer to that ex- 
preflion of Job's, ch. iii. 26 ? I was not at reſt, &c. and inti- 

amen mate, that it was impoſſible he /ox/d be at reſt; preſerve 
one what he deſired, or eſcape as he could have wiſbed. Mudge 
be t. 7emarks, that in the 19th, 20th, and 21ſt verſes, the firſt 
lated clause is the crime, the ſecond the puniſhment analogous to 
tation. tit: whereas he oppreſſed the poor, even to the not _— 
\ce u bim a houſe to cover him, as he took away a houſe he 
never build one ; whereas he was always graſping, and 
never knew contentment in his belly, he ſhall never bring 
it forth, he ſhall never ſee it amidſt all his treaſures ; 
Whereas he ſpared no one he ſhall not be ſpared himſelf, 
* Chappelow renders this, there ſhall nothing be left for 
his food : therefore he muſt not look for his dainties : but 


tie phraſe ſeems rather to refer to thoſe who ſhould ſuc- 
teed him, . | 


cl 
| then 
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he hath ruined many a family, Szcr. 30. 
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Job xx. 
20. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 30. no advantage, nor the poor 


— 
Job xx. 


21. 


22 


23 


any employ, from the ſtate in 
which he leaves his diſtreſſed 
affairs. 
In the height of his proſ- 
perity he ſhall meet with the 
greateſt difficulties ; and, as 
in an inſtant, be unawares 


ſtripped of all: the injured, 


ſtarving, deſperate poor ſhall 


croud in upon and thoroughly 
plunder him. 

At the hour he is in ima- 
gined ſafety, preparing to ſa- 
tisfy his craving hunger, ven- 
geance ſhall overtake him: 
as under the peculiar extreme 
diſpleaſure of an highly pro- 

voked 


a The radix ſignifies, igſolentiy kicking the ground : giving 
Sudden and repeated flrokes, expreſſive of a violent paſſion, 
To ſmite the hands together in token of indignation, or cla 
them by way of exultation, contempt or inſult. Thus it em- 
phatically and very properly denotes the height of power, 
and inſolence of wealth, the wicked ſhould be at when 
judgments commenced. To this purpoſe one of the Arabic 

ets. When men are raiſed to the ſummit of fortune, 
behold they fall and fink very low. Sent. 53. Arab. Ia. 
Golius. Ewery hand of the wicked, as Chappelow obſerves, 
may be rendered, all the power of ſorrow : he further re- 
marks upon the abreviation in the next verſe, [7 not being 
in the original] to be ſuch as are common to, and the 


22, In the fulneſs 
of his ſufficiency he 
ſhall be in ſtraits: 
every hand of the 
wicked ſhall come 
upon him 


23. When he is a · 
bout to fill his belly, 
God ſhall caſt the fury 
of his wrath, and 
ſhall rain it upon 
him while he is eat- 
ing. - 


ſenſe eaſily made out in all languages. Thus he Hall rait, 


i. e. he ſhall pour down vengeance. 


Phyſician heal thyjel, 


that is, if you are ſo deſirous to inſtruct others, follow 
your own inſtructions. And if you ſhould fay to an 44 
bian, if I had a leproſy I would not touch it, he would im- 
mediately underſtand you, as declaring the candour and 
integrity of your mind. See /“. xi. 6. Ixxviii. 30. Prov. 
Arab, et Lat. Ap. Erpen. centur, ii. Prov. 55, 


Book of Jos. 293 


voked Deity, he ſhall be ſur-Szcr. zo. 
prized with ſome mortal diſ- 
temper, or fatal judgment, at 
his meals, or in the midſt of 
his entertainments. 

24. D He ſhall flee As one who in the day of 24 
from the iron wea- battle but narrowly eſcapes 
pon, and the bow of his death wound from the 
feel ſhall ſtrike him . 
through, ſword or ſpear ; and in that 

eſcape is ſlain by an arrow : 
ſo his ſhunning one difficulty, 
or avoiding one danger, only 
throws him into another and 
a greater, 

25. It is drawn and AS in the former wretched 25 
cometh out of the caſe, the enemy purſues, draws 


body z yea the glit- the winged ſhaft out of his 
tering ſword cometh 


out of his gall; e body, and what remains of 
terrors are upon him, life he perceives, ſpeedily puts 
an end to with the glittering 
ſword ; transfixing his very 
heart, and haſting on all the 
terrors of death; ſo does he 
meet his fate in one ſhape or 
other of irretrievable ruin, and 


Ul | in 


Job xx, 
23. 


d This ſeems to be a proverbial expreſſion, borrowed from 
the ancient armour : like to the latin one, 


Incidit in ſcyllam qui wvult vitare charybdin. 


The ſame is frequently to be met with in ſacred writ. See 
Pal. xviii. 34. 

© Schmidius interprets this, that after he had received a | 
mortal wound, the terrors of a future condemnation ſeize \ 


him in dying: ſo that he expires in the utmoſt tortures of 
pain and deſpair, 
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A Fal 88 on the 


There is no poſſible re- | 26. All dark ef 
ſource, obſcure retreat to hide 2 be hid in his? 


8 ſecret places : a fire 
in, or refuge to fly to from not blown ſhall con- 


divine wrath, and the tortures — — 2 ſhall 
of his own guilty mind: the ge ill with him that 
inward fury and ſmothered left in his taber- 


vengeance, though inviſible, _— 
will continue to burn, till it 

break out in unquenchable 
flames: if any of his domeſ- 

ticks do eſcape, it ſhall be as 

out of the fire, and not with- 

out conſiderable damages. 


Without 


4 The radix ſignifies to reſerve, ſecrete, or hide as treaſurt : 
and it may refer ory to concealed wealth or precious things; 
which Mudge renders, it ſhall be all loſt in darkneſs, and 
be no more ſeen : but Schmidius and ſome others, and it 
ſeems the proper interpretation, refer it to the thickeſt 
darkneſs of an infernal hell, and future eternal condemna- 
tion. Mudge underftands the 27% and 281 as only recapi- 
tulary of 26, e. the Heavens ſhall bear teſtimony to his 
miquity before all mankind, wiz. by the fire unblown, the 
lightning that conſumed that part of his ſubſtance that lay 
abroad ; the earth by riſing up againſt him and abſorbing his 
ſecret treaſures ; and his own houſe or tabernacle, by that 
viſible curſe upon all within it, derived from the wrath of 
God, that diſſipated it by ſecret ways unto nothing. This 
appears quite flat and low for theſe unuſual and moſt ſtrikin 
expreſſions, Zepbar ſeems really alluding to that heaven w. 
earth 70) had invoked and appealed to for juſtice : that 
riſing to judgment he had declared his full aſſurance of: and 
here plainly intimates, that if he had not already, he ſhould 
ſometime find ſufficient of judgment and divine indignation 
to riſe and be revealed ; to force upon him a full convic- 
tion and ready confeſſion of his manifold offences; when 


all would prove to be loſt, diſſipated and deſtroyed, 


eſs 
8 d 
ire 
n- 
all 
hat 
er- 


re: 
88 
and 
J it 
keſt 
na- 
1Pt- 
his 
the 
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. 
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ould 
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hen 


27. The heaven 


ſhall reveal his ini- 
quity : and the earth 
ſhall riſe up againſt 
him, 


28, The increaſe 
of his houſe ſhall de- 
part, and his goods 
ſhall low away in 
the day of his wrath» 


29, This 7s the 
portion of a wicked 
8 from God, and 

e heritage appoint- 
ed unto him by God. 
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Without appealing to, orSzcr, 30. 


conjuring the one or the 
other, the all- inſpecting eye 
of Heaven will diſcover and 
avenge his iniquity: and the 


inhabitants of the earth riſe 


up to judge and condemn him, 

Nobody will queſtion but 
his iniquity was full and ripe, 
when his large profits and 


emoluments have abandoned 


him; and his entire ſubſtance 
and fortune are waſted or ſa- 
crificed to the juſt and terrible 
reſentments of incenſed Om- 
nipotence. 


Job xx. 
27. 


28 


According to the laws of 29 


Providence, and poſitive ap- 
pointment of a moſt righteous 
God, theſe are the unavoid- 
able conſequences of impeni- 
tent wickedneſs: the only rea- 
ſonable expectations, and diſ- 
tinguiſhing puniſhments of 
every obſtmate hardened ſin- 
ner. 


U 4 CHAP. 
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c HAP. xxl. SECT. XXXI. 


Job, wearied out with tbe triſting repetitions, and 
prolix enlargements of his cenſorious obſlinate 
antagoniſts, upon one and the ſame argument ; 
after a fhort introduction, juſt rebuke of their 
method of condolence, and demand of their clije 
attention ;, diretily attacks that argument, and by 
acknowledged facts to the contrary, diſproves all 
they had hitherto advanced. Miſery, he miſt 

clearly ſpetus, could never prove him to be an 
ungedly wicked man, becauſe the very reverſe if 
it happened to perſons of the vileſt charafier, 


Ver. 1—17. 
— I» #\x9. r, Jos xxi. 1, 2. 
Sect. 31. 70 B finding his friends, * 1 
Job 1. notwithſtanding all he had pęar diligently ny 


ggeſted, unable or unwil- ſpeech, and let thi 
ling to draw proper conclu- be your © conſole 
lions, tions. 


2. 


This word in the original ſignifieth a change of purpoſe 
and action, when we have reaſon to diſlike them, and tum 
our thoughts another way; this is to repent ; when grief 
and ſorrows are abated, or made wholly to ceaſe ; this is to 

comfort. Job's meaning ſeems to be, that after they had 
duly attended to what he had to intimate, they would really 
alter their opinions, and pity and comfort him. However, 
he begs in the next verſe, that they would ſuffer him to 
ſpeak, and if they were not ſatisfied, they might proceed 
in their vain ridicule and cruel reproaches. In this chap- 
ter, as Peters obſerves, Job effectually combats the falſe 
principle upon which his friends were ſo forward to con- 
demn him — by ſhewing that many wicked men live long 
and proſper, and at laſt die in peace, and are buried wit 


great 
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that was ſuitable to his cir- 
cumſtances, directs them as 
follows. If, as you profeſs, 
you really intend to afford 
me any relief and conſola- 
tion, I muſt requeſt your pa- 
tient hearing, and particular 
cloſe attention to what is the 
only conſiſtent, rational man- 
ner of adminiſtring it, and 

of treating my troubles. 
3. Suffer me that What you have hitherto 
I may ſpeak, and obſerved has been impertinent 
_— -_ and frivolous, -peeviſh and 
Posen moe = ſcornful, or gloomy and me- 
lancholy : allow me to give 
you a plain ſtate of the caſe, 
and afterwards, if you fee 
not reaſon to forbear them, 
een continue your deriſion 

and reproaches. 

4. As for me 7zs With regard to myſelf, and 
my complaints to this afflicted diſconſolate con- 


man ? dition 


oreat pomp : Which ſhews that this life is not the proper 
ſtate of retribution : but men ſhall be judged and recom- 
penſed hereafter. Crit. Dif, 4e. p. 188, 189. a 
The great queſtion in debate betwixt Job and his friends 
was, whether this miſerably afflicted man were innocent or 
guilty. In the concluſion God himſelf pronounces him in- 
nocent. Here then is a deciſion made in Job's favour ; 
and moreover, a queſtion about providence determined to 
our ſatis faction: vix. that yu ſufferings are not always 
an argument of great ſins ; but that a very good man may 
be ſometimes extremely wretched in this life 
f Schultens renders, in the way, or after tbe manner of a 
man: and Schmidius, according to mens thought and — 
| on, 


ſons, and adminiſter advice Sgr. 31. 


Job xxi. i, 
2. 
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A PARAPHRASE en the 


Szcr. 31,dition I am in: my expoſtula- man? and if it er- 


tions and heavieſt complaints , why ſhould not 


Job xi. 4. are not ſo directly addreſſed pf 'P n. 


to you, or to any other of 
my fellow creatures, as to an 
infinitely greater Being, who, 
without ſufficient provocation 
that 1 know of, hath reduced 
me to ſuch miſerable circum- 
ſtances as you take occaſion 


from, to cenſure me as the 
moſt wicked and abandoned 
ſinner. But if I had no other 

beſides mankind to deal with, 


and confined myſelf wholly 


to the appearances of things, 


and mens prevailing ſenti- 
ments. is there any thing ex- 
traordinary, unnatural, or un- 
reaſonable in an object of the 
utmoſt out ward diſtreſs and 
calamity being inwardly 
grieved ? | 
At firſt ſight, I confeſs, ©: Bs 8 Mark me and 


there is ſomething ſhocking be aſtoniſhed, 2 
in ay 


ſon, and not rather according to divine revelation and truth. 
Chappelow underſtands him as ſaying, his complaint would 
be of no moment, was it made to man only, and not to 
God, who alone was able to relieve him. Therefore with 
great propriety he adds, and ſuppoſe it were ſo, that I did 
mplain to man, why ſhould not my ſpirit, ti&/zar, be trou- 
bled? abbrevirabitur. uod affiidis ſpiratio fit brevior, ob anguſ- 
tiam pectoris. Schindler, 5 
8 Peters obſerves, that Fob well knew that this accoun 
of the proſperity of wicked men, however neceſſary to his 


argument, would have ſomething ſhocking in it to the _ 
: 4: a o 
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lay your hand upen in the affair I am going to Ser. 31. 


your mouth, 


repreſent to you, yet that 
thus it is in fact, is plain. 
But as for you, I am per- 
ſuaded, you will never be 


able, upon your principles, 
to account for it. 


I have 


of thoſe to whom it was addreſled ; the delicacy with which 
he introduces it is inimitable. Dark me, &c. as if he had 
ſaid, that thus it is in fact is plain. It is with awe and re- 
verence I ſpeak it. But as for you, I am perſuaded you 
will never be able, upon your principles, to account for it. 
Crit. Diſſ. 4to. p. 236. 

The deſcription which follows of a proſperous eſtate, is 
ſuch indeed as might juſtly create envy, were a wicked 
man, in any eſtate; to be envied : for we have here the 
chief ingredients of human happineſs; as it reſpects this 
life, brought together, and deſcribed in terms exactly ſuit- 
ing the ſimplicity of manners, and the way of living in Jobis 
time and country. Jbid, 

The firſt advantage the wicked enjoyed, long life and 
wealth and influence — next, a proſperous and flouriſhing 
offspring — again, ſecurity and ſafety to themſelves and fa- 
miles, ver. g. their houſes are ſafe from fear — of in- 
curſions of robbers [we may ſuppoſe] or the depredations 
of neighbouring clans, ſo uſual in thoſe ancient times, and 
of which 7-4 had felt the miſchievous effects Next, 
health or a freedom from diſeaſes, called in the language 
of that age, the rod of God. Vid. Hom. Oayſſ. ix. p. 411. 
1 Sam. xxvi. 10. | 

To this is added, plenty of cattle, the riches of thoſe 
times, ver. 10. The bull gendereth and faileth not, &c, 
Next comes a numerous and hopeful offspring ; and what 
a rural picture has he drawn of them. One ſees them 
[methinks] tripping it upon the green with a fluſh of health 
and joy in their looks. Laſtly, and to crown all, after a 
proſperous and pleaſant life, comes an eaſy. death, ver. 13. 
They ſpend, &c. As every thing in this divine poem is in- 
deed wonderful, there is ſcarce any thing more to be ad- 
mired, than the variety of deſcriptions that are given us of 
human life, in its moſt exalted proſperity on the one hand, 
and its deepeſt diſtreſſes' on the other, 
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Szcr. 31. I have long declined, and 
nc would not introduce it 


Job xxi 


6 
and tenderneſs : it is truly 


without an extreme delicacy 


with the utmoſt awe and ve- 
neration that I ſpeak upon a 
ſubject of ſo much accuracy 
and niceneſs. 

Is it lawful to enquire, or 
may it be known on what 
account, or for what reaſon 
and purpoſe of the divine go- 
vernment, do wicked men 
who are unworthy of it, live 
at all? why do they enjoy an 
advanced age and a long life? 
and wherefore have many of 
them great weight and in- 
fluence ? 


The ſame proſperous and 


flouriſhing condition, and the 
like dominion and power they 
have the pleaſure to ſce poſ- 
ſeſſed in a ſecond generation 
by their offspring, who are to 


ſurvive 


6. Even when I 
remember I am af- 
fraid, and trembling 
taketh hold on my 
fleſh, 


7. Wherefore do 
the wicked live, be- 
come old, yea are 


mighty in power ? 


8. Their h ſeed is 
eſtabliſned in their 
ſight with them, and 
their offspring before 
their eyes. 


n It is obvious to remark, that when zaray, rendered 
feed, and tzeetzaim, offspring, are to be underſtood of chil- 
dren ; they are uſed figuratively : for in their natural ori- 
ginal meaning, the former denotes ſeed that is ſown in the 
earth. To produce fruit. To plant a ſlip or cion. The pro- 
duce of herbs. The latter, what goes out, grows up, or ſprings 
From, as water from a fountain, plants from a root, or mi- 
nerals from their ſtrata, or beds within the bowels of the 
earth. To the laſt, Fob xxviii. 1. @ vein for ſilver, i. e. a 
place in the bowels of the earth, where it is produced, 
and from whence it is brought out by human kill and 


induſtry. 


9. Their houſes 
are ſafe from fear, 
neither is the rod of 
God upon them. 


10. Their bull 
gendereth and fail- 
eth not, their cow 
calveth and caſteth 
not her calf. 


11. They ſend 
forth their little ones 
like a flock, and their 
children dance. 


12. i They take 
the timbrel and harp, 
and 


I Schultens interprets, they grow up, and are educated in the 
muſical arts ; but ſeems, with good reaſon, to prefer Schmi- 
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ſurvive their decays and tranſ- Szcr, z1. 


— 
Their houſes and ſubſtance Job xxi. . 


mit their names. 


are ſafe from fear of incur- 
ſions of robbers, or the de- 
predations of our neighbour- 
ing rapacious clans; and as 


to their bodies, they are fa- 


voured with the invaluable 
advantage of a freedom from 
all indiſpoſitions, and the moſt 
athletick perfect health. 

Their flocks and herds re- 
gularly increaſe, and greatly 
multiply: neither, through 
their plenty of paſturage and 
ſtrength of breed, are they 
commonly liable to thoſe diſ- 
eaſes and misfortunes which 
others complain of. 

Upon all occaſions of rural 
diverſion and paſtime, like 
flocks iſſuing from the fold 
and covering the verdant 
mead, they ſend forth their 
numerous young branches and 
children's children, to inter- 
mix in aſſemblies, and make 
parties at thoſe ſcenes of plea- 
ſure. 

Nothing of gaiety and feſ- 
tivity, the tuneful voice, or 


the 


dius's 


Y 


12 
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Srer. 31.the warbling lyre, is wanting 
GA t09 enliven and reliſh all their 


Job 


132. 


13 


delights, or ſooth the volup- 


tuous ſenſual appetite. 

One circle of joy and proſpe- 
rity circumſcribes their whole 
lives : and to crown all, at 


the 


and rejoice at the 
ſound of the organ, 


13. They * ſpend 
their days in wealth, 
and in a moment go 


down to the grave. 


laſt comes an eaſy and ſpeedy 
death: without much either 
of bodily pain, or mental re- 
morſeful reflection, they ex- 
pire and are laid in the grave. 
As to the grand priviledge 
of a rational nature, viz. un- 

derſtandingreligion, beingſub- 
ject to the divine authority, and 
obedient to the laws of vir- 
tue ; they are too indepen- 
dent and ſelf-ſufficient to ſhew 
the leaſt ſenſe of, or concern 

about any ſuch matters. 
They are truly ſo preſump- 
tuous as to put the queſtion, 
what are the grounds and rea- 
ſons of paying homage and 
ſervice 


14. Therefore they 
ſay unto God, de- 
part from us; for 
we deſire not the 
knowledge of thy 
ways. 


14 


15. What is the 
— that we 
ſhould ſerve him? 
& what profit ſhould 
we have if we pray 
unto him? | 


15 


6 dius's ſenſe of the words : for they more literally denote, 
that they lift up their voices ſo as to equal if not drown the 

ſound of a kind of drum or tabor which they beat; with 

the harp likewiſe : and doazed on, ⁊uere greatly delighted in, 

uſing laicivious geſtures at, concerts of muſick, poſſibly the 

oaten reed; or rural pipe, Cc. 

* Literally, they conſume, waſte their days in good. Arab. 

wverſ. in deliciis, in high pleaſure, and in a moment, Ab, Ezra, 

| without afflitions, go down, ſome render, wwith terror: others, 
| more agreeably to the deſign of the whole paſſage, ſeep in 


e 
e 
? 
d 
/ 
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ſervice to the Almighty ? andSzer:; 31. 
— 
Job xxi, 
18. 


where the intereſt and ad- 
vantage of acknowledgements 
and ſupplications offered 
to him? Human affairs pro- 
ceed in their uſual courſe 
no evil 1s hereby prevented 
or good obtained ; therefore 
what end or need can there be 
of this kind of offices and 
ceremonies ? | 
16. ) Lo, their Whatever they flatter them- 
good is not in their ſelves, they are not their own 


7 carvers, 


i Chappelmuy propoſes to read this interrogatively, wiz. 


| bs, is not their good in their own hand? i. e. is not ev 


thing in their power and. at their command ? Do they 
not enjoy whatever they deſire as their property, and are 
in no danger of loſing it? See Chappelow in loc. and Pet. 
Crit. Dif. Ato. p. 238, And the latter phraſe as more em- 
phatical when rendered, the counſel of the wicked ! that be 
far from me : agreeable to that of the Arabs; who mention 
what is paſt in the ſame manner as if it were to come. For 
inſtance, they ſay, thou art utterly undone : i. e. be thou 
utterly undone. — The curſe of God is upon thee : i, e. may 
the curſe of God be upon thee. ' 
Peters very ingeniouſly and juſtly obſerves that, as every 
thing in this divine poem is indeed wonderful, there is 
ſcarce any thing more to be admired, than the-variety of 
deſcriptions that are given us of human life, in its moſt ex- 
alted proſperity on the one hand, and its deepeſt diſtreſſes on 
the other. For this is what their ſubje& led them to en- 
large upon on both ſides ; with this only difference, that 
the three friends were for limiting proſperity to the good, 
adyerſity and miſery to the bad; whereas [Fob inſiſts upon 
a mixed diſtribution of theſe things from the hand of Pro- 
vidence. But as all of them, in every ſpeech almoſt, en- 
large upon one or other of theſe topics, the variety of 
imagery and colouring in which they paint theſe different 
eſtates to us, all drawn from nature, and ſuiting the fim- 


plicity 


16 
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SxcrT. 31. carvers, neither the authors of hand: the counſel of 
- what they poſſeſs, nor able to * wicked is far 
on ae perpetuate or enſure it: it is * 
not long to be within their 
power, or continue their pro- 
perty. And as to their pro- 
ceedings, and abſurd impious 
principles, they are ſo far from 
gn having been mine, that 
cannot think of them with- 
out the utmoſt diſapprobation 
and entire abhorrence. 


plicity of thoſe ancient times, is inexpreſſibly amuſing and 
entertaining. And then the religious caſt thrown over 
them, conſidered as the diſpenſations of Providence, that 
we can receive neither good nor evil, but from God the 
Judge of all, [which is a point acknowledged on both 
nds] is what renders theſe deſcriptions intereſting and 
affecting to us in the higheſt degree. And the whole, if 
well conſidered, affords no contemptible argument of the 
antiquity of the book, Crit. Dif. 410. p. 237, 238. 


Ser. 
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SECT. XXX 


Job having elegantly deſcribed on one hand, the 
proſperity of ſome wicked men; proceeds on the 
other, to ſhew how, in the courſe of providence, 
ſome of them have been remarkably diſtinguiſhed: 
by the moſt dreadful evils and calamities they 
have been expoſed to. But leſt they ſhould in- 
terpret this latter repreſentation as agreeing with 
the account before given by themſelves, and im- 

' Plying a confeſſion that he was wicked and de- 
' ſerving of what he ſuffered, he returns to the 
former ſubject, declaring in what plenty and in- 
dependency of wealth and power the worſt of 
mankind had lived ; and what honours had been 
paid them after their deceaſe. Therefore con- 
cludes that there muſt be a future judgment 
and withal adviſes them to think of a different 
method from any yet ſuggeſted, of ſupporting and 
adminiſtring conſolation to a righteous man under 
affliiftion, Ver. 17, to the end. 


J, xxi. 17. , Jos nl. 17. 
OW oft is ROM what I have ob-sxzcr. 32 


dl 
2. po ſerved, grounded on fact 
and Vb XXI. 
17. 


m Peters remarks — after this elegant deſcription of the 
proſperity of ſome wicked men, Fob proceeds on the other 
hand, to confeſs what was likewiſe apparent in the ways of 
providence, that ſome of them were as remarkably diſ- 
tinguiſned by their wretchednefs, being expoſed to the moſt 
dreadful evils and calamities, This was a tender point, to 
which his adverſaries would be apt enough to give a wrong 
turn, as if he had thereby 3 pleading the cauſe of im- 


* | piety. 
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Scr. 32. and experience, concerning of the wicked put 


Job xxi 
I 7. 


the proſperity of the wicked, out?! and how oft 


4 Ss 73 th their deftruc- 
I would not have you draw — e Gia 


any wrong concluſions, as if diſtributeth a ſorrows 
I was pleading the cauſe of in his anger. 


| impiety; or giving the leaſt 


piety. And therefore he adds an apology for himſelf, 


- puniſhed, as they in their ſpeeches had been fond of repre- 
 ſenting. Bat then he had before ſhewn, that they were 


countenance to a vitious cha- 
raQter. I am the fartheſt from 
deſigning it — all their ad- 
vantages I know to be only 
by ſufferance and ſhort-lived z 
and I utterly deteſt their con- 

FA duct 


which is to this purpoſe — I would not have you think 
that, becauſe I ſay the wicked ſometimes proſper, therefore 
I believe their proſperity to be owing to themſelves, or in 
their own power. God forbid, that I ſhould give ſuch 
countenance to impiety. No, though they may thus pre- 
ſumptuouſly imagine with themſelves, I am not of their 
opinion, nor yet of their ſociety ; the counſel, &c. I know 
that all the happineſs which they can boaſt, is merely by 
the will and ſufterance of almighty God, and that ſometimes 
he is pleaſed to make them terrible examples of his juſtlle, 
He adds — the whole is nothing but a conceſſion to his 
adverſaries, .that wicked men are ſometimes thus ſeverely 


ſometimes as remarkably proſperous ; and this made way 
for a third particular, which is indeed his general aſſertion 


all along, and the medium by which he endeavoured to 


' be in extreme diſtreſs, as a woman in child bearing, 


convince them of the raſhneſs of their cenſures and ſuſ- 
picions of him, wiz. that things are dealt out here pro- 
miſcuouſly, and without any ſtrict regard to merit or de- 15 ä 
merit. Thus the tranſitions are rendered eaſy at the 16" 1 
and the 224 verſes. Crit. Dif. to. p. 238, 239. 

EK. Levi renders this, calamities and perturbations of 
the mind: the original word ſignifies, à cord, d rope, 4 
aneaſuring line. Toils, nets, or ſnares made of cords. To bin 
Faſt with cords. To be ſpoiled, reduced to a ruined flate, J. 


Book of Jon; 


duct and maxims. Not only SECT. 32. 


ſo, but almighty God hath 
abundantly manifeſted how he 
takes himſelf concerned to 
diſcountenance wickedneſs by 
making ſome of the guilty 
terrible examples of his juſ- 
tice. For inſtance, their 
ſplendour hath been eclipſed, 
adverſity hath ſurprized, and 
ſudden 'ruin overtaken them : 
inſtead of ſmiles of Provi- 
dence, by the bitter portion 
of ſorrows allotted them, they 


have appeared under its ſe- 
q | 
1 vereſt frowns. 
re 18. They are as There is no ſtedfaſtneſs in, 


in WF fubble before the nor have they any ſecurity 
i 40a nt _ for all their plenty and ver- 
„ jw away. dure of earthly happineſs : it 
is light and tranſient — and 
ſometimes they are as remark- 
ably blaſted, and unexpect- 


edly periſh, as ever they 


ceeded. As ſtubble before 
the wind they are driven; 
and as chaff when the raging 
ſtorm ariſes, they are entirely 
diſperſed. 
19. God layethup Though the ſinner him- 
lis iniquity for. his o ſelf only, in ſtrictneſs, de- 
children: 2 ſerves 


This notion is not only grounded on fact, and the 
ting unavoidable in itſelf, that relations ſhould ara 
; W , 


ſeemed favoured and ſuc- 


369 


Job xxi, 
17. 


18 


19 
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Szer. 32. ſerves to ſuffer yet it is ob- children: he reward- 
> « ew" ſervable, that his family and — and he ſhall 
10. children are involved with him f 
in the like evils and calami- 
ties; and whenever he re- 
flects, he cannot but be ſen- 
ſibly afflicted, deeply concern - 
ed for this moſt bitter ingre- 
dient in his puniſnment. He is 
properly recompenſed, and to 
is ſorrow he ſhall knbw it. 

20 It will be a moſt painful 20. ? His eyes 
knowledge, and ſhuddering _ . ee 
horrible ſight that ſhall be Arink of the wrath 
preſented to his own eyes, of the Almighty, 
even his own wickedneſs in its 
fad effects of his compleat 
ruin : lingering diſeaſes, in- 

_ curable torturing maladies, or 
external violences; which, 


with 


with, and children ſuffer in their fortunes and characters by 

means of wicked parents; but it prevailed among the 
heathens, as appears in that ſort of oracular verſe fron 
Jupiter by Theocritus, 


EvonBeov radio Ta Awia Suosfier oc” . 
Ill. 26. 


That is — good things happen to the children of religion 
perſons, not to thoſe of the profane or irreligious. The 
prophet Jaiab likewiſe ſpeaks of it in the like proverbi 
manner as a moral ſtanding truth. The ſeed of evil dm re: 
ſhall not be renowned. ch. xiv. 20, 21, 22. 2 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


P This verſe ſhould rather have been rendered, as ſeveri be- 
of the critics have obſerved, his eyes ſhall ſee his frau Ml arr 
that is, be ſenſible of his injuſtice, convinced of his o the 
treachery, when it is ſo ordered and overruled by a mall by 


righteous God as to iſſue in his deſtruction. 
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pleaſure bath he in his ſhare, from one of the 


__ _— moſt deſirable ingredients of 


his months is cut of Earthly ſatisfaction and hap- 
in the midſt, pineſs, viz. a growing houſe 
and proſperous family; when, 
through his own irregulari- 
ties, he lives only half the 


yes age of man, and digs for 
4 himſelf an untimely grave. 
* 22. Shall any teck Tou ſee then the method 


ſeeing he judgeth 


thoſe that are high, what appears in fact. And 


will you preſume to cenſure 
or correct it? Will you ſay 
he ought to take another me- 
thod, and preſcribe laws to the 
great Judge of the world ? 
It is evident to common ob- 
ſervation, that good and evil 
are diſpenſed by him, for the 
moſt part, without any exact 
regard to the good or ill de- 
ſerts of perſons z and this 
during the whole period of 

X 3 human 


ers by 
8 the 
from 


eligiots 
3 | 
erbid 1 This paſſage is reckoned parallel to P/al. Iv. 23, and 
vil den rendered cf buſineſs can he have with his houſe in his Acha- 

ron or when he is in a future inviſible tate — when the nun- 


ſeveriſ ber of his months is divided by ſome ſudden flroke of chetæ, an 
frau arrow or dart: which Schultens refers to a cuſtom among 
his om the Arabs as well as Hebrews of determing lots or portions 
a moi by arrows, Ezek. xxi. 21. The paraphraſe of the 22 aud 


234 verſe is taken from Peters, 


God knowledge? of God's providence, from 


| with the greateſt calamity ofSzcr. 32. 
l guilty reflection, are unavoid- 

able and moſt deeply tragical. Job xxi. 
21. * For what For what pleaſure falls to 21. 


22 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sex. 32. human life, from the cradle 
S—Y— to the grave. 


For if we take a view of 23. One dieth in 
men in their lives, or in their 5 n. by 
deaths; by all that appears to — — a 
Human ſight there is no ſuch 
diſtinction made, as you would 
tain perſuade me of, between 
the righteous and the wicked, 
and as will warrant you to 
judge either of their piety or 
impiety, by what they enjoy 
or what they ſuffer. Thus, 
excluſive of his character, one 
leaveth the world in the bloom 
and vigour of life, and in the 
undiſturbed enjoyment of eaſe 
and affluence. . 5 

Not only free from all com- 24.“ His breafs 
plaints and infirmities, but 535 Beg ee 
his bodily conſtitution is firm tened with marroy. 
and hale, even in its utmoſt 
maturity and perfection, as to 
health, ſtrength and activity. 

Apart 


As the former verſe expreſſed the perfection of bodily 
health and — ny Schultens refers this to the rich man's 
plenty of cattle filling full the milk pails : and in the ſtyle 
of the orientals his circumſtances producing whatever was 
the beſt, the tendereſt, and moſt delicious. See chap. xxxi. 
16. and Fer. xxxi. 14, where God fays, that he will fa- 
tiate the ſoul of the prieſts with fatneſs — Thus it may be 
rendered by a ſmall change of the points — Milk filleth his 
pails, and marrow moiſtens his bones : but ſhould not the 


next verſe then, to preſerve the contraſt, have been with 
empty pails ? | 


BB SS > a .JÞo 


a Hy 


25. And another 
dieth in the bitter- 


| neſs of his ſoul, and 


never eateth with 
pleaſure, 


26. They ſhall lie 
down alike in the 
duſt, and the f worms 
ſhall cover them, 


27, Behold I know 
your thoughts, and 
the devices which ye 
wrongfully imagine 
againſt me, 
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Apart likewiſe from his Ser. 32. 


practice and conduct, there is 
the greateſt difference with 
reſpect to another's receiving 
the laſt ſummons; neither 
does he quit the ſtage before 
he has long ſtruggled with 
dire adverſity, languiſned un- 
der painful tedious illneſs, 
and far from having pleaſure 
or benefit of being, through 
extreme anguiſh nauſeated an 
victuals that could be provid- 
ed for him. 

But there is no material 


difference appears as to their 


inſenſible corpſes: the grave 
opens to receive alike the 
lifeleſs cold remains both of 
the one and the other. They 
mingle together in one com- 
mon heap of earth and duſt; 
and are overſpread with de- 
vouring inſects and the mean- 
eſt reptiles. 

I am perfectly apprized 
what objection your minds 
ſuggeſt againſt this ſentiment, 


and from your former ſpeeches 


x 4 have 


»Literally it is, another dieth with a bitter foul or life, and 


eateth not good. 


t Chyppelow obſerves, that in the Arabic this ſignifies any 
litth infe that eateth wood; or moth that fretteth a gar- 
ment, and likewiſe corruption or putręfaction of bodies — 
to be clothed or covered as with a garment with any thing, 
is a common ſcriptural elegancy of ſtile, 


Job xxi. 
25. 


27 
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Ster. zz. have reaſon to ſuſpect, how 
—— exceeding ready you now are 


Job xxi. 


27. 


28 


to give the perſonal argu- 
ment, though only a miſ- 


taken notion, all poſſible ad- 


vantage. | 
It is as follows: what is 28. For ye fay, 
became of the houſe of Fob, where is the houſe 


: x f the prince ? 
who lived like a prince? or erin = — 2 


what in general is the portion ling places of the 
of the wicked ? does not a wicked ? 

great and ſure deſtruction o 

vertake them ? 


29 , Aſk the paſſengers or travel 29. * Have ye not 


lers that go by the high · way, aſked them that P 
| or 


u v Chapfelow remarks, that the tranſlation is far from doing 
uſtice to the Hebrexw, viz. obel miſbcenoth; which, rendered 
literally, is the tent of the tabernacles. Ohel is a moveable 

tent, ſuch as was erected by travellers, ſhepherds, c. 
Miſhcenoth, are fixed, ſettled habitations ; in oppoſition to 
megurim, places of hoſpitality appropriated to ſtrangers, 
ch. xviii. 19—21, and, as containing a peculiar elegancy, 
propoſes to repeat the queſtion, wiz. — where is the move. 
able tent ? and where is the ſettled habitation ? 

* The true key to this paſſage, Peters obſerves, is a cuſ- 
tom of the ancients to bury near the high roads, or in the 
moſt publick and conſpicuous places: and to erect a pillar 
or monument over the dead, to preſerve his memory. 

Theſe pillars, if they had any inſcription at all upon them, 
racorded, no doubt, the name and titles of the perſon ; 
and, perhaps, ſome of the happieſt circumſtances of his 
life, or what was moſt remarkable in his life or death: 
and moreover, thoſe inſcriptions uſually beſpoke the tra- 
veller, with a e viator, or to that purpoſe. Bildad 
plainly points at this cuſtom, ch. xviii. 17, ſpeaking of the 
calamities that befall the wicked, he ſays, his remembranci 

Hall periſh from the earth, and be Hall have no name in the 

freet, or publick place, i, e. no monument to preſerve his 

| | name 


Bam SS an am w@c co aa. 


by the way ? and do 
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tokens ? erected in the moſt publick 


and conſpicuous places, and 
furniſhed with inſcriptions 
concerning their names and 
titles, their lives and deaths 
from whence you will pre- 
ſently receive an anſwer to 
your queſtion, viz. that death 
and the grave is the houſe ap- 
pointed for all living, for the 
righteous and the wicked, for 


the prince and for the beggar. ' 


zo. That the wick · ut learn and know, vain 
ed is reſerved / de men, this important leſſon, 


that 


name or memory. By words engraven on a rock, ch. xix. 
24, Codurcus, Dr. Grey, and other critics, underſtand his 
famous confeſſion being inſcribed on his ſepulchral pillars. 
Crit. Dif. 4to. p. 244. 

Le. jom, the affix is perhaps better rendered for, againſt, 
until [as it denotes Gen. xlix. 27. Deut. xvi. 4. 1 Sam. xvi, 7.] 
a day of juſt puniſhment : and jehaſac, from caſbac, — not 
to preſerve or ſpare, but to reſerve, tie up, or keep in cuſtody, 
to ſhut up as in a priſon, or dungeon, and forbear to deliver, 
By the day of deſtruction, and the day of wrath, can be 


meant no other than the future day of judgment, which, 


to the wicked and ungodly, .is every where repreſented in 
ſcripture as @ day of wrath, a day of deſtruction and per- 
dition. 2 Theſſ. i. 9. 2 Pet. iii. 7. Crit. Dif}. to. p. 242. 
From the ſame author, [to whom the reader is obliged 
for the paraphaaſe of two or three of theſe verſes, and to 
Bp. Patrick for that of the two laſt] as they ne obſerve 
ſeveral monuments among the reſt erected for ſuch as had 
been notoriouſly wicked in their lives, and yet had run out 
2 long courſe of years in proſperity, and been buried at laſt 
with great pomp ; it is with reaſon he bids them infer 
from hence, that the puniſhment of ſuch as theſe _ = 
er 


or conſult the monuments ofSser. 32. 


ye not know their princes and wicked men. 
Job xxi. 


29. 


30 
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8er. 38. that this, which is the common the day of deſtruc 
lot of all, can never be the . 
3 proper puniſhment of any — dy ef rah. 
dat there is a further judg- 
ment, which attends the wick - 
ed; and they are only kept 
in the grave, or in ſbeol, as 
A priſon, from whence they 
mall be brought forth at the 
Jaſt day, to receive their ſen- 
tence of condemnation : they 
are reſerved for this purpoſe, 
and ſhall be brought forth 
to execution. 
And this you might have 31. Who ſhall de. 
collected from that conſtant clare his way to his 
courſe of proſperity, which face? and who ſhall 


| ; l., Tepay him what he 
ſometimes attends theſe wick he he'd 


ed 


ſerved for a more ſalemn ſeaſon, which was the proper 
time of retribution, and not the mixed- uncertain ſtate of 
this life. Reſerved in the grave, and in Heol, as in priſon, 
from whence they ſhall be brought forth like criminals to 
receive their ſentence, or be drawn to execution — the very 
terms lead us to this ſenſe — ſo Jai. liii. 7. Lat-tebach jubal, 
the ſame words, he ball be braught forth to the flaughter. 
To ſtrengthen this expoſition it may be obſerved, that the 
tombs, or monuments erected for the dead, are in Homer, 
the moſt ancient writer next the ſacred, called, Snuale, 
marks or tokens. Enywaile wor Never, Sc. ſays the ghoſt of 
poor-£þenor to Ulyſſes, (Od. xi. p. 75.] © Ere& a tomb for 
me on the ſea-thore, and ſet up the oar, with which I 
« rowed, on the top of it; that it may be a monument to 
% poſterity of an unfortunate man.” But what confirms, 
beyond all exception, this interpretation, is — that Job 
purſues the ſame way of reaſoning in the following part 
ef his ſpeech ; and ſhews, that the mighty wicked man is 
ſo far from being puniſhed in this world, that he does what 
| be; pleaſes, without any to controul him, c. Crit. Dif: 
4ta, b. 246. 2 


ms as So . ac c]c- ac 
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ed men in their lives andSzer. 32. 
in their deaths; for what —— 
firms this ſentiment, beyond 2 
all exception, is, that the | 
mighty wicked man is ſo far 

from being puniſhed in this 

world, that he does what he 
pleaſes without any to con- 

troul him, or ſo much as to 

open their lips againſt him. 

Though he be ſo abſolute, 3: 

be Wr man the that no man dares ſo much 
— in tne tomb. as complain of the evils which 
they ſuffer by him; yet ſuch 
a man as this ſhall live long, 
and proſper all his days, and 
ſhall be buried at Jaſt with 
great pomp, and a ſtately 
monument erected over him, 
with his effigy placed at top, as 
i he ſtill lived and breathed. 
33, and 34. The There he lies quietly in 33, 34: 
clods of the valley the earth, and none diſturbs | 
_ wy . _ his aſhes ; he ſuffers nothing 
fol A — him, but what all men ſhall do at- 
as there are innu- ter him, as innumerable have 


merable before him. done before him. See then 
5 How then comfort | 


8 how ill you diſcharge the of- 
ing in your anſwers fice of comforters, whoſe an- 
there remaineth falſ- ſwers have ſo little truth in 
hood ? them. For you maintain, 
5 that proſperity is the inſepa- 
rable companion of piety ; 

when 


32. * Yet ſhall he 


2 The literal tranſlation is — even he Hall be brought to Wit 
grave, and over the tomb he ſhall watch, "Ty 
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Ser. 32. when every body can tell you, 
„ that none flouriſh more than 
33, 34. the wicked, and that cala- 

mities are common to all 
mankind. 


CHAP. XXII. SECT. XXXIIL 


From Job's intimations of a judgment and retri- 
bution, Eliphaz aſes him, whether he ſuppoſed 
mankind had any merit with reſpe to the Al- 
mighty, or demands of right upon his juſtice for 


their ſervices, He renews and aggravates, be- 


yond all bounds, his charges againſt Job. Spe- 
cifies particulars of ſome of the moſt inhuman and 
deteſted crimes, he fully believes he muſt have com- 
mitted ; and entertained the moſt abſurd notions of 
them, if he did not abſolutely deny the divine ex- 
iſtence, perfettions, or providence, Ver, 1—15, 


Jos xx. 1, 2. 

SECT. 33. P ON Job's account of 

"=" Hen the preſeat ſtate, and 

Job xxii. : . 

1, 2. ECſpecially upon his references 
to a future one of judgment 
and retribution, Eliphaꝝ the 
Temanite remarks to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe. From your 
repreſentation of affairs, it 
ſeems as if mankind could 
confer a ſort of obligation 

on 


* 


Jos xxii. 1, 2. 
HE N Eliphaz 
the Temanite 
anſwered and ſaid. 
Can a man be pro- 
fitable unto God, as 
he that is wiſe may 
be profitable unto 
himſelf ? 


2 The original properly denotes being uſeful or ſervice- 
able in the adminiſtration of affairs ; in preſiding over an 
houſe or family, treaſure, magazine, or ſtorehouſe, Vid. 


Coccei, in verb 190. 
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on the Almighty ; at leaſt, Ser. 33. 
that they were ſome way of 
more than ordinary conſe- 
quence to him: pray, does 
frail man's imperfect ſervice, 
in any reſpect, redound to the 
divine benefit; after the man- 
ner that prudent and enter- 
prizing mortals derive advan- 
tage to themſelves from their 
| ingenuity and induſtry ? 
3.» it any plea- ls the all- perfect Being ſuſ- 5 


ſure to the Almighty ceptible of any pleaſurable im- 
that thou art righ- 


teous ? or is it gain preſſions, or additional ſatiſ- 
in him that thou mak- faction from your uniform o- 


eſt thy ways perfect? bedience and moſt devout ho- 
mage ? or has he any private 
intereſt in, and certain advan- 
tage to be derived from your 
character and behaviour, be- 
ing regularly conformable to 
his ſtricteſt laws of univerſal 
righteouſneſs, 


Job xxii. 
I, 2. 


Will 


d The Vulgate renders, quid prodeft Deo fs juftus fueris ? aut 
quid ei confert, fi immaculata via tua ? And Schultens, if you 
avas truly as juſt and upright a man as you pretend to be; is 
God therefore obliged to you, and in your debt on that account, 
awhom you ſo boldly challenge to give his reaſons ? The original, 
as Cocceius obſerves, fignifies, to determine on an ation as 
grateful, to be pleaſed and delighted in ſomething. And Hof. 
vi, 6, it is tranſlated, mercy er charity, For I defired, NOH, 
mercy and not ſacrifice, &c. The ſenſe then may be, are 
your piety and virtue acceptable to the Almighty, as a fa - 
vour or preſent to the obliged, or alms to the neceſſitous; 
are they gain, or like a finiſhed work from the loom, which 
may be ſold to the merchant ? 
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Srer. 33 Will he reaſon with and 4. Will he © re- 


* 


Con mms 
Job xxit 
* 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


convince, or admoniſh and pf hee! wil he en. 
. 2 te 
diſcipline you from any ap- ter wich thee into 

prehenſions he has of danger judgment ? 


to, and diſorder in his go- 
vernment from you? Upon 
any ſuch account, will he ap · 
point a tribunal eo examine 
your particular caſe ; and thar 
he may not loſe the right of 
Judging, vindicate the equity 


of his proceedings to you: | 
5s What are his preſent viſible 5. Is notthy wick: 


5 


judgments, in other words, edneſs great ? and 
your own condition and ſuf- —_ iniquities infi- 
ferings, but demonſtrations * © 


that your crimes were of ſuch 


a malignant baleful ſort, that 


they could not be connived 


at? and both ſo. aggravated 
and multiplied as to be 

nite boundleſs, therefore to 

orce down vengeance, even 
exterminating deſtruction. 
The proof is not material, 6. For thou haſt 


for the fact muſt neceſſarily ken 2 4 pledge 


© The Hebrew ſignifies, to demonfirate ſomething hidden and 


 eoitroverthtl f convince a perſon of the truth of his error, of 


a'fanlt, to define or flate a matter betwixt two parties, Vid. 


OCuoscei. in yy. 


| guilty in one or other of theſe re 
e, th 


4 Scha/tens remarks, that Elipbaæ ſuppoſes or conjeQures 
this muſt have been Job's cuſtom or manner of proceeding ; 
and that it was in the higheſt — probable, he had heen 

pects. The ſenſe ſeems to 
at for ſome trifling favour he had taken a pledge for 
ſecurity, even his garment who had none beſides to 3 
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from thy brother for be ſuppoſed; tnat your enor- Sz0T. 33. 


2 ſtripped mous avarice has made a ſa- 
= —_ of their vage advantage of the neceſ- 
8. ſities and diſtreſſes of your 


own unfortunate kindred: and 
the mote reduced and indi- 


gent any one was, the more 
inflexible you have been in 
rigour, and wholly diveſted of 
mercy or common humanity. 

Owing; 


bim: or his bed or conch who had not another to lie 
down on. | 

Peters very properly obſerves, that the practice of taking 
pledges ſeems to have been abſolutely neceſſary in thoſe 
early times, before they had the uſe of money, at leaſt in 


any great plenty. The keftah, ſaid to be given to Fob +- 4 


each of his relations and acquaintance that came to 
him, ch. xlii. 11, probably was not an Arabic coin of the 
ſame value with the Hebrew gherah, i. e. three half-pence 
Engliſh, which would be a very ſlight preſent, - but a your 
ſheep, which, from col jode Yau, all his acquaintance, all 
that knew him, would 2 him up with a large flock at once. 
Pet. Crit. Dif. 4to. p. 33. 

The critics being divided with reſpect to the above text, 
and ſome reckoning that Job recovered what he had been 


plundered of, a fuller examination 1s reſerved till in due 


courſe it comes to be explained. The following verſe gives 


us a beautiful deſcription of ancient times, with the ſim· 
plicity, hoſpitality, and excellent notions of ſocial virtue 
which prevailed in them ; for ſurely they themſelves were 
remarkable for the habitual practice of the contrary, when 
they treat inhumanity, injuſtice, and unkindneſs, with ſuch 
juſt diſlike and utter abhorrence. Before publick inns and 
| houſes of entertainment were known, the fatigued traveller 
was welcomed and refreſhed from the common ties of na- 
ture, by thoſe who had a ſettled habitation : and one of 
Homer's heroes ſtands diſtinguiſhed for an houſe which was 
open to all mankind. In thoſe barren deſarts, and hot 
burning ſands, as the ſmall refreſhment of a cup of cold 
water was frequently of the laſt importance, to refuſe it. 
was accounted cruel, and in the higheſt degree ſcandalous, 


_ 
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Sxcr. 33. Owing to your contracted 


Job xxii. 
7 


A PaRAPHRASE on the 


petrified nature, and envious 


ſordid wiſhes to confine the 
very elements, you muſt have 
diſclaimed the ordinary offices 


of an univerſal hoſpitality, and 


refuſed to beſtow the cheapeſt 


favours to ſuch as were in the 
greateſt want of them : even 
a cup of cold water, or a more 
ſel of food to thoſe whoſe life 
ſeemed to depend upon the 
inconſiderable ſmall ſupply. 

It follows of courſe, that 
as you had no compaſſion for 
the miſerable, you was ab- 


jectly devoted to the will and 


leaſure of the opulent and 
mighty : fond of power and 
influence yourſelf, and moſt 
firmly perſuaded that the 
world was made for the rich 
and potent only; that none 
elſe had right to any part of 
it, or the leaſt candour and 
civility, truth or equity to be 

ſhewed them. 
Diſconſolate widows hence 
have implored your aſſiſtance 
and 


7. Thou haſt not 
given water to the 


weary, and thou haſt 
with-holden bread 
from the hungry. 


8. But as for the 
mighty man, he had 


the earth, and the ho. 


nourable man dwelt 
in it. 


9. (Thou haſt ſent 
widows away empty, 
and 


»»Literally, but the man of the arm, firength, or power, to 
Bim the earth; and the elevated of face or aſpect, he ſat, 
dewelled, had his ſeat in it: that is, you had wealthy and 
powerful people in the higheſt eſteem and veneration, was 

abjectly and entirely devoted to them. 
f Literally, as Schultens has it — you have diſmiſſed widews 
empty, that is, not redreſſed their grievances, nor 3 
| cir 


22 


— © 


and the arms of the 
fatherleſs have been 
broken. 


10. Therefore ſnares 
are round about thee, 
and ſudden fear trou- 


bleth thee : 


11. Or darkneſs 
that thou canſt not 
ſee, and abundance 
of waters cover thee. 


widows tears. 
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and protection, but you ne-Szcr. 33. 
— 


ver ſupported or countenanced 
them: and helpleſs deſtitute 
orphans, wherever it could 
be done with impunity, you 
have actually diſabled, plun- 
dered, and deſtroyed. 

This is the plain account 
of all your calamities ; nei- 
ther could you ever expect, 
with this infamous character, 
long to proſper : diſtreſſes na- 
turally attend on ſuch tranſ- 
greſſions; and when you was 
leaſt aware, vengeance hath 
fallen, horror and the utmoſt 
agony filled your trembling 
guilty mind, : 

Lamentable it is to think, 
of the clouds of darkneſs and 
adverſity in which you were 
certain to be, and now are, 
enveloped : and deluges of 
ſorrow that have overwhelmed 
you, 


their neceſſities : and the arms of orphans are broken, ſhortened, 
diſabled : that is, he had really taken from them, by fraud 
or violence, what of right belonged to them : never ex- 
preſſing any regard or compaſſion to the orphans cries or 


The following are common beautiful figures in the ori- 


ental ſtile, to expreſs grievous and ſudden afflictions and re- 


verſes of fortune, 


Vol. * 


. 105 a | How 
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SscT.33- How was it poſſible you 


0 
4 


Job xxii. 


12. 


* 


13 
to yourſelf, that there was 
ſome limitation or imperfec- 


. 
- 


could allow yourſelf in theſe 
flagitious crimes, eſpecially, 
how could you veil them with 
a moſt abominable hypocriſy ? 
Did you believe there was no 
God ? or imagine him beyond 
the reach, or above taking 
notice of affairs here below. 

You muſt have ſuggeſted 


tion in the divine Omniſci- 


> 
- 
* 


14 


5 


- 
= 


ence: aſked by what mediums 
he diſcerned at ſo great a diſ- 
tance ? or with what pene- 
trating eyes he diſtinguiſhed 


through the darkeſt vapours, 
and thickeſt intercepting 
clouds ? 

The obſcurity, you ſaid, is 
an impediment and ſufficient 


obſtruction from his having a 


clear knowledge of what af. 
fairs are tranſacting on earth : 


the immenſe ſpaces of the 


heavenly 


* Chappelow renders, is not God exalted in heaven! 
and beholding the top of the ſtars, how they are elevated 
Schulten reckons Eliphaz here to be opening the heart df 

. hypocrite Job, as he ſuppoſed him to be, and repre 
' ſenting him as concluding that theſe inferior matters art 
not inſpected by the exalted Deity : that, as Mercer has it 
he regulates the heavenly bodies and their motions : or as Deda. 
be has an agreeable and peaceful poſſeſſion and enjoyment of 50 
Feudneſt — but concerns not himſelf about matters at ſo great 


diſtance as this earth, 


the 


12. 5 Is not God 
in the height of the 
heavens ? and behold 
the height of the 
ſtars, how high they 
are ? 


13. And thou ſay- 
eſt, how doth God 
know ? can he judge 
through the dark 
cloud ? 


14. Thick clcud; 
are a covering to him 
that he ſeeth not, and 
he walketh in ther 
cuit of heaven, 
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heavenly orbs are his peculiar Ser. 33+ 
dominion, and furniſh out a 
compleat ſphere and abun- 


dant employ for all his at- 
tributes, 


| Job xxii. 
14. 


$ EC T. XK 


Eliphaz runs a parallel betwixt Job and the ante- 
deluvian apoſtates, who periſhed by the flood. 
He ſuppoſes a peculiar ſimilarity both in their 
crimes and their puniſhment. He ſeems to com- 
pare himſelf, and the reſt of Job's friends, to 
Noah and his family, who were remarkably pre- 
ſerved, had occaſion to rejoice in their integrity, 
and triumph over the deſtruction of the wicked, 
He urges him to be ſpeedy and ſincere in his re- 
pentante, and gives him hopes of reſtoration to. his 
former proſperity, Ver. 15, to the end, 


Jo B xxii. 15. Jos xxii. 13. | 


d AST thou | 
n AVE you taken par- Secr. 34. 


old 1 ticular notice of what 
1 is Job xxii. 
bg; 
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> Peters interprets this ſpeech of the deſtruction by the 
deluge, and the laſt general conflagration. Indeed, as he 
obſerves, ſome refer the remnant of them the fire conſumeth, 
or ſhall conſume, to the jadgment of God upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah : but it is much more natural to underſtand it of 
the laſt general conflagration. For how could the deſtroying 
' little city or two be ſaid, with any propriety, to contume 
the remnant, that is, the whole remainder of wicked men ; 
when at, the ſame time Chaldea, and perhaps the greateſt 
art of the world, was over-run with idolatry ? The diſſo- 
ation of the world by fire, is what St. Peter, 2 Pet. iii. 7, 
calls expreſsly, à day of Judgment and perdition to ungodly 
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SecT. 34. is recorded concerning the de- old way which wick- 
generate courſes, and ſhock. ed men have troden! 
ing principles of impious and 
immoral men, in the earlieſt 
ages of the world ? 

16 Whole tremendous fate it 16. Which were 
was, long before the years they cut down out oftime, WF 
might have numbered were ä wi 
finiſhed, to be left for an ex- , flood. 28 
ample and monument of an 
utter ſubverſion and perdition 
by the overwhelming waters 

of a before unheard of uni- 
verſal deluge. 4 

17 Preparatory to this moſt 17. Which fail 
tremendous viſitation, the pro- unto God, _ * 
voking language of their im- * 00 

pious hearts and moſt dege- for them ? 

nerate lives, was even unto 


Job xxii 
© "ol 


the 
go 


the ſupreme Ruler. — With- + j 
draw from us and our affairs, tion 
thy preſence and providence, | on 

the authority of thy govern- this 
ment, and the reſtraints of gun, 

thy laws. And what do they Are 

deſire, = 


men. And this St. Fude, wer. 14, ſeems to ſay was pro 
pheſied of by Enoch before the flood; and if ſo, mult b 


known to Noah and by him (no doubt) tranſmitted to po of t 
. terity. And ſo might well be known to Fob and his friend as it 
of whom Eliphax ſeems to be the moſt learned and knowing = ſp 
The righteous Mab and his family, who were ſo mirac the 
louſly preſerved, are very poetically introduced, (ver. 19 wor 
as triumphing over that wicked generation, whom they hal goo 
| called in vain to repentance ; and who had faid unto 60% othe 
depart from us; and what can the Almighty do for then be. 
._. (ver. 17.) defying him, as it were, and contemning both il 74/4 


threatenings and his promiſes, Crit, Dif. 4to. p. 407. 


Us 
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deſire, or can they expect theSzcr. 34. 
almighty Being to do more 


for them than they are able — 8875 
to do for themſelves? 
18. Vet he filled Let it was owing to the 18 

a _— 2 f _ kind providence of a moſt 

„ 5. ounſef of the Bountiful God, and not to 

n wicked is far from themſelves, that they enjoyed 

n nme. the greateſt plenty of all ne- 
ceſſaries and conveniences: but 
cannot mention their corrupt 
vile maxims, without enter- 
ing my proteſt againſt, and 
expreſſing my utmoſt abhor- 

71 rence of them. 

an 19. Therighteous The pious and righteous 19 


lac 


do 


lee it, and the in- who were ſpectators of the 


om Y 3 tragical 


i The righteous ſee it [that is, ſaith Peters, ſee the deſtruc- 
tion of this wicked race] 2nd are glad ; and the innocent man 
ſnaki, ſings] /aughs them to ſeorn, whereas our ſubſtance is not 
cut dawn. — There is, as he obſerves, ſome difficulty in 
this clauſe : the Hebreau is, im lo nice chad kimance, literally 
aunon exciſa eft ſurrectio nofira ? Is not our riſing cut off? 
Are not we overwhelmed and ſunk, never to riſe more ? 
Or, annon exciſa eſi inſurrectio noſtra? Is not our inſurrection 
and rebellion againſt God, for ſo impiety and wickedneſs is 
often ſtiled in ſcr:pture} juſtly puniſhed by this terrible exciſion ? 


prolly 'l hey ſeem to be the words of thoſe wicked men who avere 
b cut down out of time, (ver. 16.) but here put in the mouth 
po of the innocent Noah and his family by way of deriſion, 
end 25 it is common to repeat the words of another, or to make 
ving e a ſpeech for him upon ſuch occaſious, xala μuEqu½u, [as 
racy the rhetoricians ſpeak] and without naming thoſe whoſe 
1088 words they are ſuppoſed to be. This, he adds, gives a 
y hall good ſenſe to the paſſage, which is ſcarce intelligible any 
Gol other way. And thus it will be the ſame as if it was ſaid, 
nem Wl the innocent mock them, ſaying, are not theſe impious wretches 
th J puniſhed ? Ii not our pride, may they ſay, and inſurrection 


againfl 
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Ster. 34. tragical ſcenes, and wonder nocent laugh them 


Job xxii. 


19. 


20 


fully preſerved, could not but *2 ſcorn. 
approve of their ſevere pun- 
ichment as richly deſerved : 
and the innocent, whom they 
had oppreſſed and injured, 
tſiumph in their turn, and 
greatly rejoice to be totally 
delivered from them. 
At that awful period, and 20 Whereas our 


ſail e ſubſtance is not cnt 
in all ſucceeding inſtances of e wank 


exciſion or deſtruction, the ant of them the fire 
pious and upright are in conſumeth. 
ſafety, and may declare ; as 

for us, of a quite different 


character, the foundation of 


our happineſs is ſolid and un- 
ſhaken, neither do we meet 
with 


againſt our Maker, ſadly humbled by this utter extirpation ? It 
follows, ve jithram acclak eſb, and the remnant of them the 
fire ſpall conſume; which may be underſtood as the words of 
Fliphaz : or, perhaps, as a continuation of the innocent 
man, Noah. And then it will be as if he had ſaid, ow 
this judgment by water, as extenſive as it is, may not ſo througbly 
hace purged the world, but that wickedneſs and wicked men 
avill again ſpring up, ſpread widely, and abound ; yet know, 
there hall come a time hereafter, auben the world ſhall be con- 
ſumed awith fire: and then the whole race and remainder 9 
wicked men Hall be delivered up, once for all, to ſuch an ab- 


fotute cefiruttion, as that none ſhall ever ſpring from their 


aſhes ; nor ſhall the new world, and its inhabitants, know wicked: 
neſs or a defeftion from God any more. Thus the learned au- 
thor ſubjoins, or concludes, we ſee from this remarkable 
paſſage, that the doctrine of the future diſſolution of the 
world by fire, ({o plainly taught us in the ae teſtament) was 
not unknown in Job's time, but was probably delivered 
down from Nous. And from hence (no doubt) the notion 
ſpread amongſt the heathen. Crit. Dig. 4to, p. 408. 
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with ſuch deſtructive provi-Ss r. 34. 
dences. As to vice and wick- Job l. 
edneſs, the world has once 3. 
been purged from it by wa- 
ter: and what ſtill remains 
ſhall finally be conſumed by 
the purifying flames of de- 
vouring fire. 

21. * Acquaint From all which nothing 21 

= — prponney can be plainer than that the 

| | only expedient you can take 

1 IS, Leith the loweſt humility, 

95 Wl De to have inſtant recourſe to a 
ſupreme Being; and preſcribe 
reaſonable bounds, and a pro- 
per direction to your tumul- 
tuous perplexed thoughts: 
the inconceivable benefit 
whereof, as to all temporal 
bleſſings, you ſhall doubtleſs 
early experience. 

„„ From 


* 9 Farchi renders, learn to be perſect auith him. Chap» 
tele, from the Arabic, have recourſe to him for the ſake of 
eaſe, and be at peace. The Hebrew ſignifies, attend, watt 
upon him, obſerve his commands, fludy to pleaſe him, The fol- 
lowing lines may illuſtrate the paſſage, while they entertain 


the poetic reader. | 


Submit thy fate to Heav'n's indulgent care, 
Tho! all ſeems laſt, tis impious to deſpair : 
The tracks of Providence like rivers wind, 
Here run before us, there retreat behind : 

nd tho' immers'd in earth from human eyes, 
Again break forth and more conſpicuous riſe, 
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Mudge renders, make ſatisaftion to thoſe thou haſt awronged, 
thou Halt find thy harveſt come in large to thee, 
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A PARAPHRASE on 


SzcT. 34. From the nature and reaſon 


Job xxii. 


22. 


with its maxims, and habi- 


of things, with the univerſal 


letures of divine Providence, 
I earneſtly beg you would re 
ceive and retain due inltruc- 
tion, underſtand v hat is true 
wiſdom, get deeply impreſſed 


tualſy obſerve its moſt ſalu- 


23 


24 


tary laws. 


f you ſincerely return, and 


be converted to the regular 
obedience of the Almighty, 
notwithſtanding the preſent 


deſolate and ruinous ſituation 


the 


22. Receive, I pray 
thee, the | law from 
his mouth, and lay 
up his words in thine 
heart, 


23. If thon return 
to the Almighty,thou 
ſhalt be builtup, thou 
Malt put away ini- 
quity far from thy 
tabernacle, 


of your affairs, you ſhall cer- 


tainly emerge and be reſtored 
to your former happy ſtate. 
But previous to this, you are 
ſenſible there muſt be a tho- 
rough reformation, both in 
yourſelf and likewiſe in your 
whole houſe and family. 
Upon this immediate and 
eſſectual amendment, you ſhall 
| command, 


24. * Then ſhalt 
thou lay up gold as 
| duſt, 


An author whom ] have often cited obſerves, this may 
very pertinently be expreſſed, and in all probability was, of 
a law much older than that of Maſes, a. that mentioned Ger, 
xxvi. 5, or ſome divine precepts of religion delivered down 
from 1am, or from Noab, to ſucceeding generations, ſtiled 
by Job, the words of the Holy One, ch. vi. 10, and remark- 


ably, ch. xxiii. 12, the words of God's mouth, which he eſ- 


teemed more than his neceſſary food. Pet. Crit. Diff, 470. 
p. 27 | | 


There are different interpretations of this verſe. The 


Targum, R. Sal. and Gufſet, underſtand by biſron, a fortifi- 
| cation, 
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duſt, and the gold of command, and not over-rate, SECT. 34. 


Ophir as the ſtones al] deſirable earthly advan- FD 


of the brooks, 


tages : your wealth ſhall 
greatly abound, and. your 
treaſure be immenſe and in- 


exhauſtible, 


25. = the Al- Which is of ſtill more con- 
mighty ſhall be thy ſequence, the Almighty ſhall 


defence, * | 8 be your protection and entire 
— 4 ave Plenty of confidence, which ſhall never 


fail you: being under the in- 
fluences of God's laws, and 
thereby highly in his favour, 
you ſhall doubtleſs abound in 
that wealth and power, gold 


and 


cation, plan of defence, or fortified tower. Schmidius explains 
this of a promiſe of the greateſt plenty of gold as in the 
days of king Solomon. Cocceius reckons Elipbax to be here 
exhorting 7 to the contempt of gold. and to throw it 
into the dul, or among the flint ſtones of the valley: and 
indeed from what follows, moderation to it is implied, if even 
neglecting it be not the moſt natural ſenſe. Ophir was a 
country early remarked on for its abounding with gold; 
and perhaps called by that name from one of Fokrar's ſons. 
It has been reckoned, but probably lay much nearer, to be 
ſituated in ſome of thoſe remote rich countries of India he- 
yond the Ganges, and as far as China or Japan; which laſt ſtill 
abounds with the fineſt gold, and with ſeveral. other com- 
modities in which So/omon's fleet dealt, as ſilver, precious 
ſtones, ebony, and other valuable ſorts of wood. Gen. ii. 
10, x. 29. Varen. et al, deſcr. Japon. ſeq. and Univer. Hiſt. 
vol. iv. p. 106. 95 | 

The Hebrew word tranſlated lay up, ſignifies near the 
ſame with OY, to place, to rank, and ch. vii. 17, x. 20, 
regard, concern about, let alone, ſet from me, that is, remove 


thy hoftile attacks from me. 


8 


23 


" The Targum renders, et plus quam argentum fortitude ex- 
ceſſa tua. I mention. tis as a good, practical, and very 


uſeful ſenſe, rather than the preciſe meaning of the author. 


33 
Szcr. 34. and ſilver which infinitely leſs 
concern you. 9 


— — 
Job xxii; 


26. 


A PaRAPUHRASE on the. 


Having: this eaſe and af - 
fluence, eſpecially having theſe 
refined ſentiments and pure 
affections, you ſhall contem- 

te the divine attributes and 


thou have thy de- 


ty, and ſhalt lift up 
thy face unto God. 


Providence with the. utmoſt 


27 


devotion and inexpreſſible 
pleaſure : far from the leaſt 
degree of abject fear, or bluſh · 
ing ſname, you ſhall lift up 
your countenance with good 

„even with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. 

In every ſcene of this va- 
rious life, and under the moſt 
preſſing neceſſities, you ſhall. 
only afk of God ſupport and 
conduct, and ſhall: infallibly 
receive it: at the ſame time 
you will not forget, how the 
happy event affords. freſh oc- 

caſion 


make tliy prayer un- 
to him, and he {hall 
hear thee, and thou 


ſhalt pay thy vows, 


Pay thy wwaus, Mudge interprets, damuabere wotis, i. e. 
thou fhait obtain. thy prayers or wiſhes. Spencer obſerves, on 
the ſacrificia wotiva,. that they were more ancient than the 
law of Mojes : fays he, Eliphaz antiguior Moſe hujuſmodi 
vata tanquam præcipua pictatis antique documento memorat. 

That kind of vow ſignified by N, cberem, devoting 
to dgſtruction, taking an oath to extirpate, or laying a thing or 
perſan under an anathema, might probably be later: the 
71, Zadar, mentioned in the text, or devoting the thing 
wowed, whether men, beaſ!s, money, or any part of a man's 


poſſeſſion, to the ſervice of God, was certainly very ancient. 


This may be learned from Jacob's vowing the tenths of all 
his acquifitions as he went to Padan-aram, Gen, xxviii. 
20, 21 C8 6 


26, For then ſhalt 
light in the Almigh- 


27. Thou ſhalt 


„„ 
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caſion for religious gratitude, Sor. 34. 
nor neglect the ſerupulous de- Joh . 
vout performance of all ſo- 7. 
lemn engagements, 
28. Thou ſhalt v Your laudable honeſt de- 28 
alſo decree a thing, ſigns, as to their nature and 
and it ſhall be eſta” the meaſures to effect them, 
iſhed unto thee : 4p y | 4 
and the light ſhall ſhall be well conſidered; and 
ſhine upon thy ways. generally ſucceeded. And the 
path you have to walk in, a 
very plain and even, pleaſing 
and proſperous one. 
29, 4 When men Even when ungodly wicked 29 
are caſt down, then men ſhall endeavour to hum- 
thou ſhalt ſay, abe ble and diſtreſs you; in a firm 
in lifting up: and he ay | . 
ſhall ſave the hum. confidence of a ſuperior di- 
ble perſon. vine guardianſhip, you may 
ſay, this is my honour and 
eee 
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l , to determine a controverſy, or decide in an affair. 
As Schin 
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Quo multæ magnæque fecantur judice lites. 
. I. i. ep. 16. 


Mudge interprets, he ſhould acquire ſuch an authority to all 
his deciſions that no one ſhould pretend to diſpute them, 
whatever he ſaid or did ſhould be enobled with a glory 
round it. HAS OSS | 
4 Some underſtand this of the efficacy of Job's authority 
and interceſſion with God, As if he had ſaid, when men 
exalt themſelves, and grow arrogant, by means of your 
addreſſes to him, they hal educed and afflifted : when 
they repent and hnmble themſelves, you ſhall pray, and 
23 ſnall be reſtored and exalted. Muage interprets, that a 
guilty perſon ſhould feel the benefit of his meritorious good - 
neſs, as ten righteous ones would have ſaved Sodom. I have 
given in the paraphraſe what appeared to be the ſenſe. 


332: 


SecT, 34. certain exaltation ; for the 


Job 
29. 


XXI. 


A PARAPRHR ASE on the 


meek, reſigned, and obedient, 
are the peculiar concern of 


heaven, that they be preſerved 


30 


and delivered: the proud ſhall 
certainly be abaſed, and the 
humble and lowly exalted, 
Nay ſo high a regard has a 30.“ He ſhall de- 


moſt gracious God for the liver the iſland of the 
| innocent : and it is 


well-meaning, faithful and delivered bythe pure- 
humble, that. his mercy ſhall - neſs of thine hands, 
extend on your account to 


others, though not, ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, innocent ; for your 

ſake they ſhall be ſpared, and 
by means of your unſpotted 

and illuſtrious example they 

ſhall probably be led to rec- 

tify their miſtakes, and ſo a- 

void the divine diſpleaſure. 


r The ſentiment riſes, and it is intimated that Nba 
ſhould reap benefit by Job's piety aud counſel, example and 


adminſtration of juſtice : a cleanneſs of palms, i. e. hands 


clear of bribes : rather refering, as Mudge obſerves, to his 
impartiality of judgment, and his character for it, that he 
ſhould ſave a ſmall pittance that a poor honeſt man had, 
from the. graſping encroachments of his powerful neigh- 
bour that ſurrounded it. For TN, tranſlated /and, ſome 
read N, bominem; others render N, for 1, wt: i. e. 
by his interceſſions thoſe who deſerved to be puniſhed ſhould 
be reprieved and remembered with mercy, Is not this a 
reference to Abraham's interceſſion for Sodom and Gomorrah, 
where the whole might have been ſpared if ten righteous per- 


ſons could have been found ingghem ? 


= CHAP. 


* 
* * 2 . 
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CHAP. XXIII. SECT. XXXV. 


Job bitterly laments his preſent grievous affliftion, 
With the greateſt earneſtneſs he wiſhes to obtain 
the divine audience, and there declare his inte- 
grity : in an unſhaken confidence that he ſhould 
not be overawed but encouraged and ftrengthned. 
That he, and every other righteous man, at that 
Judgment-ſeat, ſhould have a fair hearing and a 
full acquittal. He, as it were, looks all around, 
and turns himſelf this way and that to find bis 
Judge, but to no purpoſe. He reviews however, 
and ſupports himſelf with this reflettion, that bis 
- ſincerity was perfefily known to God, and the re- 
gularity of his obedience : till be deplores his ex- 
treme misfortune that bis diſtreſſes bad ſo dark 
and melancholy an aſpect, and were capable of 
ſuch ſiniſter perverſe interpretations, that he could 
not render what he was conſcious of, evident and 
manifeſt to all the world, Ver. 1, to the end. 


Jon xxiii. 1, 2. "JOB xxili. 1, 2. 
HEN Joban- YO B having, with his uſual Szcr. 35. 
ſwered & ſaid, ſ d- ſteadineſ 

even to-day is my calmneis an eaCIneis, 

complaint bitter: my heard Eliphaz's diſcourſe, ſtill 
ſtroke is heavier than grounded on the - falſe ſup- 
_ OT poſition that he was a wicked 


_ -perivn, 
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* Tarchius and Codurcus interpret, as yet my complaint is 
rebellious or contumacious : it does not remit or give way as if it 
was vanquiſhed ; but riſes ſtronger, and is more and more 
irritated and inflamed. And yet jadi, my ftrote, literally, 


my hand, put for the firoke given by it, is more heavy and 
bitter than my groaning. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


+ SxcT, . perſon, vindicates himſelf to 


5 3 
1, 2 


the following purpoſe. I 
hoped that, long before this, 
my miſeries, or at leaſt your 
cenſures, would have abated, 
indeed have been entirely 


ended: both, alas ! are con- 


tinued : and term it obſtinacy 
or what you pleaſe, I cannot 


forbear heavily lamenting my 
deplorable ſtate; neither can 
- any lamentations equal the 


E a UI: 


weight of my afflictions. 


With an ordinary fortitude 
I could bear loſſes, want, and 


ſickneſs: but it is terrible to 


have them confidered in the 


light of judgments, and guilt 


. conſtituted the cauſe and 
ſource of all. O that I knew 
where to find him who will 


9 N againſt my — 


do me juſtice ! that I might 
appear in my true colours be- 


fore his awful tribunal of in- 
effable glory and everlaſting 
equity 


Before the ſupreme Ma · 
Jeſty, with an heart which ne- 
ver wore diſguiſe, and an ＋ a 


neſt undaunted freedom, I 


| ” mould range my arguments, 


and demonſtrate my integrity, 
20 all contradiction. 


And. whateyer is ſuppoſed 
3 friends would be al- 


V irtue, 


3. O that I knew 
where I might find 
him ! that I might 
come even to his 
ſeat! 


4. IJ would order 
my Cauſe before him, 
and fill my mouth 
with arguments. 


1 8 know 
the words which he 
would anſwer. me, 


,and underſtand 11 
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. 8 | bat 

he would ſay unto virtue, I am fully poſitive, 188. 38. "ih 
e. 1 7 — —_ by... 
m could invalidate, and on this Job za. * 


important head give entire 
ſatisfaction, Indeed I ſhould 
hear quite different reaſons 
aſſigned for my diſtreſſes, and 
clearly underſtand, ſo as per- 
fectly to acquieſce in the divine 
ſupreme pleaſure; but ſhould 
never appear to have been a 
wicked perſon. | 

6, u Will he plead An abſolute and matchleſs 6 


' againſt me with z power confeſſedly belongs to 
pur power? no; 


1 God ; but nothing arbitrary 
frength in me. or capricious was ever mani- 
feſt in the direction of this 

power; neither would he o- 

verbear or confound me with 

this awful attribute: no! but, 

as a God, he would inſpire 

and ſtrengthen, and, as a fa- 


ther, 


5 


— 


* 
4 14 
7 
wa 
T4 
by , 
. 


u Schulten interprets this paſſage — would it pleaſe him 
to contend with me according to the multitude of his 
ſtrength or force? verily let him do it. I do not decline 
the congreſs, x9 N. inſtead of N Nb. dummodo, or 
tantummodo, fo long as, or if fo be, he does not inuaae, or 
attack me as an enemy, as he now does. See ch. xix. 11, 12. 

If the original would bear this ſenſe, yet it does not appear 
ſo natural aud agreeable to the context. There is no word 
in the Hebrew for ftrength : and that which is tranſlated put, 
ſignifies to place, ſet, or put wiik deſign and the exadtefl care; 
to adjuſt, diſplay, ſeriouſly to regard and ſet the heart on, It is 
uſed of putting a name upon, and à ſong in the mouth, 
And ch. xvii. 3, laying down, or putting in a pledge. 
Mudge underſtands Job as ſaying, he doubts not that his 

power, inſtead of confounding him, would only add to 

im, would put weight in the ſcale oa the fide of juſtice, 

and give him more ſpirit to urge it. 
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SC 


A ParRaPHRaAsE on the 


- Sxer. 35. ther, encourage and ſupport 
re 3 
J wa Prom a Being of ſo much 7. There the righ- 
7» teous might diſpute 


Juſtice, clemency, and mercy, „ith him * 0 ole 


aà a virtuous good man has no- I be delivered for- 


thing to fear : but every thing ever from my judge. 
to hope for of condeſcenſion 
and loving-kindneſs, that is 
conſiſtent, or: can reaſonably 


be defired : the ſentence of 


my own honeſt heart, I am in 


no doubt, would be confirm- 


ed: ſo all judgment be at an 
end, reſpecting me: more 
particularly, to my great com- 
fort, I ſhould never more be 


perplexed and injured by ſuch 


partial and iniquicous judges, 


as at preſent moſt unmerci- 


fully perſecute me. 
There hath not yet been 8. 7 Behold I go 
manifeſt a viſible divine in- forward, but he is 
terpoſition, _ 


* Schultens renders, et evaderem in purum putum a judice 


meo. And Schmidius underſtands by juage, not the final un- 


erring one, but a prepoſterous, ſiniſter, unjuſt judge, ſuch 
as Job's friends were. It has before been obſerved, that 
the prepoſition ſignifies by as well as from, and the meaning 
of the whole verſe ſeems to be, that in the preſence of the om- 
niſcient, juſt, and good God, every upright fincere man 
would be able to clear himſelf, or prove his integrity; and by 
this Judge he ſhonld be forever exempted, or. entirely freed, 

from all future calumnies and perſecutions. | 
Y The Jewifs commentators interpret, tedem, forward to 
the Eaſt, achor, backward to the Weft by the left hand and by 
the right, they underſtand the North and South, But, as Mer- 
cer obſerves, Job, in both the verſes, ſeems to intend nothing 
more than that, let him turn himſelf which way he — 
2 mat ee 5d "1: ry wtger 
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not chere: and back- terpretation, and open pub- Sz, 354 


ward, but I cannot 
perceive him: 


. On the left hand 
where he doth work, 
but I cannot behold 
him he 2 hideth on 
the right hand, that 


I cannot ſee him. 


lick vindication of my cha- 
rater, as my friends may be 
apt to ſuggeſt there would 
have been in behalf of an in- 
nocent ſufferer, and as I could 
moſt earneſtly defire, and have 
impatieatly, but in vain, ex- 
pected. 2 

Notwithſtanding all my 
looking and wiſhing, turning 
myſelf every way, and, as it 
were, feeling on all ſides af- 
ter, to find my juſt Judge 
exhibiting himſelf from one 
quarter or other, to favour 
me with an equal fair trial; 
it is to no purpoſe. Though 
I behold the wonderful oper- 
ations of his almighty power, 


whether forward or backward, whether to the right hand 
or the left, in no place ſhould he find God to diſpute with. 


him 


a Chappelow obſerves, that Jataph expreſſes ſome peculiar 


art and delicacy in hiding, or covering one's ſelf, as P/al. 


Ixxiii, 6, involuunt ſe veſtimento iniguitatis. Comp, Fob xl. 10. 
Array thyſelf with glory and beauty. And, from the Arabic 
verſion, ſuppoſes he hideth himſelf, to be the ſame with he 
turns or contracis himſelf — that I cannot ſee him. By perceive, 
behold, and ſee, he conjectures, may be intended the ſeveral 
modes of perception. The firſt of which may particularly 
regard the underſtanding ; the ſecond, beholding as it were 


Vol. I. 


in a viſion ; the third, ocular ſight. May not this be one 
argument, amongſt many others, of the great antiquity of 
this book : extraordinary appearances being more frequent 
in the earlieſt ages: more rarely, if at all, vouchſafed, af- 
ter the law was given by Moſes. - 
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A PARAPRRASE on the 


SECT. 35-which are conſpicuous ; and 


4 


- 


10 


and further, that whatever 


comfort myſelf with this pleaſ- 


am certain, there are equally 

illuſtrious diſplays of his wiſ- 

dom and immenſe omnipo- 

tence, which lie beyond the 

utmoſt reach of my bounded 

view; yet, hitherto, he hath 

not been pleaſed, by any vi- 

ſible appearance, to clear my 

reputation, and determine this 

controverted affair in my fa- 

vour. | 

But though I am not thus 10. But he knoy- 
ſignally befriended ; yet, un- eth the way that [ 
der thy greateſt infelicities, {ke : when he hath 
and moſt ſevere reproaches, I forch as gold. " 
ing reflection; that all the ac- 

tions and moſt ſecret diſpoſi- 

tions of my heart and life, 

with all circumſtances that 

concern me, are within his 

certain and unerring view: 


trial of affliction and adverſity 
he hath done, or ſhall appoint 


me, 


a Literally rendered it is, nevertheleſs, or ſurely he knot) 
the wway-with me : he hath tried me : 1 ſhall come forth as gold, 
Peters! explains this, not improbably, of the hope Job en- 
tertained, abſolutely deſpairing of temporal deliverance, of 
having his innocence cleared in the day of judgment, and 
Cites ch. iii. 4, of the book of Vi ſiam, as a beautiful illuſ- 
tration hereof. Though they be puniſhed in the fight of men, 
yet is there hope full of immortality : and. having been a littl 
chaſtiſed, they ſhall be greatly rewarded : for God proved then, 
aud found them worthy of bimſelf. Crit, Dif, 4d, p. 253. 
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me, ſhould it be to the de- Seer. 35. 
ree that gold undergoes in FOTr 
the N it ſhall ooly en- Job — 
hance my real value, and 
prove the ſincerity of my 
truth and virtue. 
11. My foot hath In the whole courſe of my 11 


held his ſteps, his : 
5 behaviour, it has been my 


1 conſtant ſolicitous endeavout 
to imitate the divine moral 
perfections, and uniformly ob- 
ferve all his ſacred laws: never 
deliberately faultering in the 
matter of religious virtue, nor 
habitually ſwerving from what 
he hath plainly declared to be 
my duty. 
12. Neither have No injunction, that I was 19 


gone back from the certain had the great God for 
commandment of his 


its author, was ever forgotten, 
yay pars 3 neglected, or y ani, from 
mouth, more than by me. All truly divine doc- 
my neceſſary food. trines I have moſt diligently 
| ſtudied, deeply impreſſed on 

my mind, and, in all proper 

2 ways, 


d R. Levi, and Chappelowy, render, as for the commandment 
th of his lips, I have not made a digreſſion : according to what is 
voll. preſcribed me, I have kepr the words of his mouth. Schulten 
| underſtands by DH, tranſlated nece/ary, from the Arabic, 
for all thoſe thikgs which of right were due to any one, 
whether of office, honour, portion, or birth-right. And 
interprets, I have aſſerted the words of his mouth above 
any rights belonging to myſelf ; and have laid them up in 
a treaſury, His rights were always prior to and ancienter 
than mine. The defign of the words ſeems to be, to expreſs 
= high regard for, and habitual regular practice of piety 

virtue, 


340 
Sect. 35. ways, manifeſted my utmoſt 
L—— eſteem and regard for them. 


Job 
1 3. 


A PARAPRHR ASE on the 


u. Rut the unchangeable and 13. © But he is in 


almighty Being, who is the one mind, and who 


ſupreme Governor, and muſt Can turn him ? and 


be ſubmitted to, does not ſaf- what his ſoul deſir- 


fer my integrity or prayers 
to alter the ſcheme of his diſ- 
penſations; whatever is his 
high pleaſure, and conſiſtent 
with his rectoral wiſdom he 
inftantly performs : neither 
ought we, nor indeed can we 
inveſtigate the grounds and 
reaſons, before he vouchſafe 
to declare and explain them. 


doeth. 


14 As tomy own unhappy ſtate, 14. For he per- 


and my innocence being ex- formeth the * 
| | poſed at 


© Michaelis and Schultens interpret this as an Arabiſi 
they might have ſaid, an Hebrai/m or Chaldaiſm. Vid. Glaſf. 
Philo. ſacr. p. 633, for the ſame form of expreſſion is uſed 
Judg. xi. 35, Pal. liv. 6, exviii. 7, Prov. iii. 26, and he is 
in one mind, to ſignify, he is one, the ſupreme Arbiter and Lord 
of all things, omnipotent and independent, having no equal, 
nor being liable to give reaſons for his counſels, or an ac- 
ount of his procedure. Perhaps the ſenſe may be, and 

is ſchemes of univerſal government are laid with ſuch uni- 
formity and accuracy, that they are not to. be altered. And, 
as Chappelow renders the laſt clauſe, /o ſure as his ſoul de- 
fireth, / ſure will he do. Literally it is, and bis ſoul defireth, 
and he acteth, what he hath begun he quill perfect. 
4 Schultens interprets this, from the Arabic, he hath re- 


 Hnquiſhed, or given up my right. To illuſtrate which, 


there is a paſſage in Hamaſa, ch. vii. 3, where, to expreſs 
the zeal of thoſe advocates who plead ſtrenuouſly in de- 
fence of their clients, it is obſerved, Ia je//imowna, &c. 
they do not give up their' client till the very ſhoe. is taken 
from his foot. Michaelis underſtands it as explicatory 3 


eth, even that he 


things are with him. 
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that is appointed for poſed to inſults and triumphs, Sor. 35. 


me: and many ſuch becauſe I am diſtreſſed, as if 
I had greatly ſinned ; it is 
what he hath appointed or 
permitted : and it is what 
hath frequently happened, and 
will happen in the courſe of his 
adminiſtration, to other up- 
right and pious men, as well 
as myſelf, to the end of the 
world. 
15. Therefore am It is becauſe I am an un- 
{ troubled at his pre- happy example of theſe pro- 
ſence : when I con- PPY gt <a - 
fider I am afraid of miſcuous and undiſtinguiſhing 
him. calamities, and conſequently 
of the ſevereſt cenſures, that 
I am under an abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of ſpeaking; and yet he- 
ſitate, fear, and tremble, leſt 
a I ſhould ſpeak improperly of, 
dive too deep, or pry too cu- 
riouſly into the former, to 
clear myſelf of the latter. 
2 3 It 


the preceding verſe, And to expreſs, that according to his 
ſupreme pleaſure, he would conſummate or perfect his de- 
crees or deſigns reſpecting him. Schmidius, that the term of 
his life was near expiring. Does not Fob, after declaring 
the integrity of his obedience, at the 13th verſe, enter 
upon an expoſtulation : and with ſubmiſſion to the divine 
pleaſure, intimate how hard his caſe was, that ſuch a con» 
dition ſhould be allotted and continued to him, by one who 
with infinite eaſe could give relief, as expoſed him to cen- 
ſures that ſeemed never likely to be removed in this world: 
with the extreme difficulty and embarraſſment he found in 
himſelf to ſpeak freely upon fuch inftances, which had more 
than once happened in the divine adminiſtration. 


——— 
Job xxizii. 


14. 


15 


$42 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sar. 35. It is hardly to be conceived, 16. For God mak” 
ta-— the diſquietude, perplexity, ech my * heart fot 


. : d the Almight 
_—_— and unuſual tenderneſs, which — ä 


ſeizes me, on the occaſion 
of a moſt wiſe and good 
God's ordering, or even ſuf- 
fering ſuch a temporary ſtate 
of affairs: and it is here only 
that my courage gives way, 
and my mind is quite impo- 
tent. | 
37 Becauſe, though I am a 17. * Becauſe 1 
perfect and upright man, yet was not cut off be- 
| I neither "= 


To explain this, Schultens mentions an Arabic proverb, 
which he quotes from Jaubarius's lexicon, wiz. ſhachmoha 
— abrokka, his fat foon diſſolves : applied to one who gives 
you ſomething which is of no ſervice ; or who does not 
aſſiſt you in time of need. And that the meaning is, J 
was given up, forſaken, or deſerted in the utmoſt neceſſity 
and conſternation, 
 f Literally it is, becauſe I cbt got cut off from the face of 
darkneſs, and he hath covered from my face the thick darkneſs, 
i. e. becauſe I did not die before I was afflicted: nor can 
yet oo the time of my paſlage into the grave and unſeen 
World. | 
NMudge obſerves on the latter part of this chapter, that 
after = pauſe underitood, before the 13th verſe, and 
God, not revealing himſelf to his earneſt wiſhes, Job ſinks 
into a kind of deſpair ; it is plain, ſays he, by his denying 
himſelf, that God is bent upon giving me my full meaſure 
of ſufferwg ; I am not the only inſtance, there are many 
ſuch caſes in the world that he can ſhew me: and this is 
enough to 'bewilder and diſtract a man, and fill him with 
terror; and my heart, in fact, is quite melted within me, 
and I am in a ſlate of diſtraction to find myſelf exiſting, 
and that the ſolid darkneſs, in which God thinks fit to en- 


velope himſelf (I point it FDI ) —] has not ſprung 
. out 
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fore the darkneſs, I neither finiſhed a mortal life, Szer, 35. 


7 9 or are previous to this wretchedneſs; 


Job xxiii, 
of my face. 7 


nor, in the utmoſt miſery, is 15. 
it revealed to me, when my 
final change ſhall come, and 
all matters that concern me 
appear in a juſt point of view. 


CHAP. XXIV. SECT. XXXVI. 


Job makes enquiry, why future periods are not con- 
cluded to be appointed by the Almighty to reward 
and puniſh ; ſince it plainly is not done here in 
proportion, and with accuracy of weight and 
meaſure. He inftanceth, in various particulars 
of the moſt grievous ſufferings, and the moſs pro- 
voking inhumanity and wickedneſs, Ver. 1—12, 


JoB xxiv. 1. Ns J OB XXIV. I, 
: HY, ſeeing Would aſk my friends, gor. 36. 
m_ who, in their reaſoning, wo 


out and wrapped me likewiſe up in annihilation, [as one 
conceives fire to burn, ſo he conceives this darkneſs as a 
principle of annihilation,] and he adds, this darkneſs ronnd 
God gives an eaſy tranfition to the next chapter. The 
reader is to judge for himſelf : this explication of darkneſs 
ſeems itſelf very dark. . 

5 Chappeloxv propoſes to read why ? without any depen- 
dance on what follows: thus, why ? i. e. why is it ſo? 
or, for What reaſon are matters thus ordered? Why ? times 
are not hidden from the Almighty, though they that know him 
a not ſee his days. Schulten interprets, why are there no R 
certain and fixed times appointed by the Almighty for ex- 
ereiſing judgment in this world? Wherefore is it ſcarce 
allowed to the true worſhippers of Deity to diſcern any _=_ 

| notavie 
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Sxor. 36.treat this world as a retribu- not hidden from the 


Job 
3, 


XXI 


* 
* 


A PAR APHRASE on the 


tion, inferring that proſperity — kdbes they 
follows virtue, and miſeries ſee his. days. e 
uniformly proceed from 

crimes; whether it be not 

more agreeable to the real 

ſtate of things, to ſuppoſe re- 

wards and puniſhments ad- 

journed to a future life? and 

where it appears in fact at ; 
preſent, that the righteous in | 

general are remarkably fa- 


voured, and proportionable 


Judgments are inflicted on the 
ungodly. | 


z lt is very evident how wick- 2. Sone remove the 


neſs prevails; how little ſe- land- marks: they 
cure allowed property is : Fenty take www 
and how frequently, for the , 
ſake of a ſmall increaſe of 
land, boundaries of rightful 
poſſeſſions, and ancient land- 
marks are removed: what 
violent depredations, without 
ſo much as a pretence to right, 
powerful wicked men make 
on 'the herds and flocks of 
their peaceable innocent neigh- 
bours : and in what tranquil- 


lity 


notable days of divine vengeance ? Another author explains, 
and it ſeems to be the ſenſe of the paſſage, how, or why 
has not God reſerved to himſelf other times to puniſh the 
ungodly in, ſince thoſe who know him do not obſerve that 
he does it in this life; however, intimations of, or refer- 
ences to a future ſtate, muſt, I apprehend, be implied in 
every reaſonable interpretaticn that can be given of it. 
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lity and luxury they live uponss or. 36+ 


this booty and plunder. 3 
3. They drive a- The more weak and harm- "Ig * 
way the aſs of the leſs any one is, the more ob- 


fatherleſs: they take noxious to their injuries and 
the widow's ox for a 


pledge. cruelties: the helpleſs orphan, 

6 in contempt of all equity and 
humanity, they deprive of his 
beaſt of burden : and, with- 
out the leaſt ſcruple or mercy, 
though her land lie unculti- 
vated, they detain the widow's 
ox, as ſecurity for ſome trifling 
favour, 

4. * They turnthe And as to their pride and 
needy out of the arrogance, from an increaſe of 
rs AB fl 22 wealth and power, they are 
ſelves together. boundleſs, ſo that they aſſume 
| an abſolute authority over, and 
proudly trample on the ſub- 
ordinate and moſt uſeful part 
of mankind : the poor in ſpi- 
rit, or reduced in circum- 
ſtances, are neceſſitated to 
herd together as a different 
ſpecies, and conceal them- 


ſelves 


* This paſſage is differently interpreted, ſome underſtand 
it of the needy who were not ſuffered to aſk alms in the 
ſtreets : Codurcus, of the iniquity by which they obſtructed 
or ſubverted the courſe of juſtice reſpecting the poor: others, 
of the ſnares they laid to intercept them in the publick 
roads. And the V. Belg. moſt conformably to the ſeries 
and connection, of the pride, injury, and violence, which 
raged againſt the lowly in condition, or meek of the earth, 
to ſuch a degree that they were forced to hide in dens and 
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A PAR APHRASE. on the 


'Beer: 36.ſelyes to avoid their rigour, 


brutality and violence. 


Job i. - Behold, as wild aſſes in the 5. 1 Behold, a: 


LL 


* frequ ently become a wild aſſes in the de- 


ſo ſert, go they forth 


prey to the fierce lion; to their work, riſing 


a8 plunder and made ſlaves the wilderneſs yield. 


of ; when with fear and _ food for them, 
trembling they early riſe, and . 3 their chil- 


go forth to their honeſt la- 
bour: they have no other ſuſ- 
tenance for themſelves, and 


their ſtarving children, but 


what is the produce of deſo- 
late and uninhabited waſtes. 


6 With indefatigable pains, in 6. * They reap 


the ſultry ſeaſon, they reap #27 one his corn in 
a 8 38 Fol for the 


I Schultens interprets, the behaviour and cruelty of the 


rich to the poor, as here repreſented by the lion's hunting 
the wild afles in the deſart: hence wild aſſes in the deſart 
became à proverb to denote poor people expoſed to be 
pondered and enſlaved by the rich and potent. Comp. 
ccleſ. xiji. 19, as the wild afs is the lion's prey in the auil- 
erneſs, fo the rich eat up the poor. R. Levi comments, be- 
hold theſe wicked men are like wild aſſes in the wilderneſs, — 
evi / bgaſis, and they place themſelves there for a prey: by 
oppreſſing thoſe poor who come thither, he (the wicked) 
procureth bread for himſelf and children. But the ſenſe 
rather ſeems to be, that the poor who, in the foregoin 
verſe, had hid themſelves, when they roſe early to eek 
proviſion for their families, were watched and ſeized to be 
enflayed ; and, as in the next verſe, to labour for the rich. 
* There are different ſenſes given to this text, Schultens 


underſtands it as a proverbial expreſſion, and the image to 


be taken from wild beaſts, that ruſh through all fences into 


2:vineyard, and lay it waſte : and the laſt clauſe to denote 


an extzewe vidlence exerciſed jw oppreſſing and tormenting 
the poor, Chappelow renders, they go from one me to 
: an cr, 


che field ; and they 
gather the vintage of 
the wicked. 


7. They cauſe the 
l naked to lodge 
without cloathing, 
that they have no 
covering in the cold. 


8. They are wet 
with the -ſhowers of 
the mountains, and 
embrace the rock for 
want of a ſhelter. 


only refuge or harbour. 
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for one or other oi theſe mer- der. 36. 
cileſs ſons of rapine, his har- 1 — 
veſt ; and notwithſtanding his 6. 
impiety and inhumanity, Pro- 

vidence favours him with 
plentiful rich vintages, : and 

they are the diſtreſſed inſtru- 

ments to gather them: 

Haw commonly are they 7 
compelled to endure the in- 
clemencies of ſeaſons : and 
unſheltered, uncovered, con- 
flict with ſtormy rigors, and 
the. extremity. of piercing 
cold. 2 
Defenceleſs and almoſt na- 8 
ked, they are expoſed to the 
trickling dews and pourin 
rains: dens of the earth, an 
the ragged cavities of huge 
miſhapen rocks, being their 
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another, reaping, by plunder, their corn of different ſorts 
which they mix together, — and they make even the latter 
growth (as well as the firſt). the vintage of iniquity, The 
Chalee Parapbraſe, LAX, and author of the Vulgate, read, 
not bello, his corn, but beli lo, not his, i. e. they reap that 
which is not their own. Comp. Matt. xxv. 24. To con- 
ne& them with the context, it is moſt natural to underſtand 
the expreſſions of the r, who were ſeized and forced to 
perform for the wicked, his moſt ſervile and laborious offices 
of reaping his corn and guehering is vintage, Then what 
follows comes in with the greateſt propriety, - | 
| Naked, as Schmidius obſerves, commonly denotes a thin 
and flight, or ſordid and ragged apparel : and the cloathing 
here alluded to, was that particular kind of garment or co-. 
vering, in which the Arabians in ordinary ſlept; and which 
defended them from the cold of night, or rigors of winter, 
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3 There is nothing cruel or 9. u They pluck 


m . the fatherleſs from 
wn—Jcteſtible theſe exactors ſtick 1 


* 
- 
. 


Job xxiv. 
9 


# 3 


21 


A PaRAPRRASE on the 


and tender infant and orphan 
from the care and embraces 
of its fond parent. And if 
ever they do the leaſt favour, 
or lend the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance 
to ithe neceſſitous, theſe grip- 
ing uſurers require a pledge 


and full ſecurity until it is re- 


10 


fun dec. . 
If it be his only apparel 10. They cauſe 
they keep it, and abandon him to go naked 


him to the ignominy and mi- without cloathing, 
5 J and they take away 


© ſery of entite nakedneſs: nei- the 5 from the 


ing of his ſubſiſtance. 


ther do their hearts relent to hungry. 
diveſt the hungry and ſtarv- | 


They 


n Mudge propoſes to throw this into a parentheſis, as giv- 
ing a reaſon for the nakedneſs of thoſe poor miſerables, as 
he ſtiles them, wiz, becauſe they have been forced in a way 


of pledge, to part with their clothing to their wicked op- 


ry „who will not ſcruple to take even what covers the 
reaſt that ſuckles the orphan, infant, &c. After which is 
continued the deſcription of thoſe oppreſſed creatures who 
muſt go their errand naked, and ſerve them in their harveſt 


and vintage, without daring to eat or drink of them. It 


muſt be confeſſed hard-hearted to tear from the mother's 
breaſt what covered it, but much more cruel to rend away 
and expoſe the ſucking infant, in order to employ her in 
Tome laviſh ſervice. And as the images grow, this moſ 
robably is the meaning. And as to the poor, what had 
ey, or what could they lay in pawn even for a morſel of 
bread, but what was neceſſary for them to keep? 


a 4 


1 


- 
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' 11. * Which make They ſuffer them to want Seer. 36, 


oil within their walls, common ſuſtenance, by whoſe 
and tread their wine- 2 | 
es. and ſuffer tantalizing Jabours in the ma- 
preſſes, and ſuffer 8 R 
| thirſt, nufacture of their oil and wine, 


they are peculiarly profited. 


SE C T. XXXVIL 


Job continues to ſet forth the wretched ſtate of mortals 
on this babitable earth; and numberleſs ſcenes of 
moſt barbarous wickedneſs that were unpuniſhed, 
praftiſed in it. Injuries, murders, robberies were 
committed; but no viſible redreſs before death, 
which ſeemed only to diſpatch them for juſtice and 
retribution to an important hereafter. Ver. 12, 
to the end. ES Be 


Jon _ 12. Jos xxiv. 12. 
tom Sor I F the tranſition be made szer. 37; 
he from rural ſcenes, to com- 
. bined — OY 


" Schultens interprets this paſſage of labouring amon 
walls, orderly ranks, or regular diſpoſitions of olives an 
vines, in the open ſky, and under the ſultry beams of a me- 
ridian ſun : where their ſkin muſt be parched and their 
thirſt violent : and yet they were not allowed to anoint the 


one, nor allay the other. An alluſion to the manner in 


which they anciently manufactured their oil and wine. 
pd, Schultens\ renders mortuos, dead men, which it 
may not improperly ſignify : but moſt commonly is uſed for 
men in mean low conditions. The ſame author refers the 
laſt expreſſion to the moſt bitter complaints wherewith the 
tyrannically oppreſſed wearied heaven; and renders 
DUNN), ponere in nibil, by oyy en, ducere pro 
nihilo, efficere ut nibil ſint: that is, connive at, or pay no 
ſeeming preſent regard to them. It need not be confined 
in a paraphraſe to theſe complaints and lamentations, — 

N W 
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Sect, 37+ bined bodies and larger ſo- . and the ſoul 
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fob 


12. ON and cities, in what better ſtate 


A ParaPnRasz on the 


of the wounded cti- 
eth out : yet God 
layeth not folly 75 
are human affairs? or in what en. 

more populous places does not 

innocent blood cry aloud for 

vengeance? and the ſhrieks 

of the wounded, or groans of 

the expiring, ſtun your ears? 

and yet the thunder fleeps, 

the forked lightning flies not; 


cieties of mankind in towns 


neither do the laws of men, 


13 


nor judgments of God, in- 

flict due puniſhments. 

They habitually act in di- 13. They are of 
rect oppoſition to the cleareſt ole dle ig be 
light of their own reaſon and Fnow not t 1 
conſcience: they ſeem entirely thereof, nor abide in 


ignorant of the plain honeſt the paths thereof. 


Was of piety and virtue: they 
never continue to obſerve any 


ſettled regular courſe; or per- 


fiſt in rational and manly 
practice. 2 
| „ "4p 


f — 4 ͤ — 
1 


what is neglecting or not attending to them, but not con- 
trouling or puni thoſe who gave occaſion for them ? 

Schulten interprets this of not being converſant with 
the light of days, not appearing in publick as honeſt men; 


but hiding themſelves in night and darkneſs, with bats, 


and birds which ſhun the light, i. . they did not aſpire 
after honourable ſtations and aRions in the commonwealth ; 
they were averſe to the royal ways of virtue, piety, and 
religion : neither would they cultivate the leaſt commerce 


* 


wien wem. 


Book of Jo 3. 


14. 4 The mur- 
derer riſing with the 
light, killeth the 
poor and needy, and 


in the night is as a 
thief. 


15." The eye alſo 
of the adulterer wait - 
eth for the twilight, 
ſaying, no eye ſhall 
ſee me: and he diſ- 
guiſeth his face. 


16. In the dark 


| Thecruel and blood-thirſty ser. 3y. 
—— 


murderer is timely and 


to execute his deliberate exe- 
crable purpae and ſacrifice 
the defenceleſs and neceſſi- 
tous : and. when the darkneſs 
of night comes on, he per- 
ſonates, if not acts, the ſecret 
thief or clandeſtine robber. 
The expecting eye of the 
vile adulterer wiſhes and lon 
for the ſhade and twilight, to 
gratify his unreſtrained carnal 
paſſions, and infamouſly defile 
the marriage bed: ſaying, 
darkneſs prevents diſcovery z 
he moreover veils his face that 
it may be impoſſible ta diſ- 
tinguiſh his perſon. 7 
Again, houſes are no cer- 


351 


15 


they dig through 4; Wer 16 
houſes, which * they can ſecur ty rom injury and 
had violence: in the day-time 
robbers, 


4 The above author, and the learned Mercer before him, 
underſtand this of the ancient ficarii, rather, perhaps, Ara- 
bic banditti, who at mid-day involved themſelves in dark. 
neſs, and out of thickets, woods, and obſcure retreats, 
ſuddenly ruſhed upon, robbed, and murdered unwary tra- 
vellers. 

r 4b. Ezra and Mudge apply theſe characters as rather 
belonging to the thief or houſe-breaker than the adulterer: 
but the word ſeems only uſed to fignify adultery, or idolatry, 
ſtiled ſpiritual fornication or adultery : and moreover, this 
appears to be the natural order of crimes : and diſhonourin 
the marriage bed properly reckoned next in turpitude an 
malignity to downright murder. 8 
- ® Schultens and Chappelow, with the LAX, Schindler, and 
Ab, Exra, inſtead of referring this to the houſes marked, 


read 


38 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


ECT. 37. robbers, unobſerved, mark 


— 
Job xxiv. 
16 | 


17 


prizes. 
their deſigns and actions they 


one or other of them to un- 
dermine, or force and plun- 
der; and in the night per- 
form their deſperate enter- 
As unfavourable to 


induſtriouſſy ſhun the light. 
The appearing dawn to 


ſuch criminals has the greateſt 


danger in it, and diſperſes 


had marked for 
themſelves. in the 
day-time : theyknow 
not the light, 


17. For the morn- 


ing is to them as the 
ſhadow of death: if 
one know them, they 


are in the terrors of 


them- with the utmoſt pre- 
the ſhadow of death, 


cipitation: death is not ac- 
companied with more gloomy 
horrors, than the ſight of any 
man living who knows and 
may detect them. 

-. There is ſomething uncon- 
ſtant and perpetually ſhifting, 
e 7 8 as 


18. v He 5: ſwiſt 
as the waters, their 
portion 


read it, without any dependence on what goes before, 4. 
die ſemet figillant, vel occludunt ; they ſeal up, they keep them- 


ſelves cloſe in the day-time, ſo as not to be ſeen : they ſeal up 


the day that they may not be ſeen, in it. Literally it is, in 
the dark he diggeth through houſes : or, interpreting hatar as 
an imperſonal, in the dark there is @ digging, &c. jo the day- 
time they had marked, or ſealed, 9, for themſelves, they 
know not the light. The ſenſe is not greatly affected by the 
former interpretation, but the latter ſeems preferable : and 


the ſentiment about ſecreting themſelves is expreſſed very 


ſtrongly in the following verſe, 
* 


appelow interprets, ei jachdav, cum fimul, and reads, 


hen they aſſemble together, the morning, &c. 


u Chappelow propoſes to read, inſtead of tal bu, he is 
ſwift, Nd, a verb in the Arabic form — viles funt, they 


are lightly eſteemed. And by derec ceramin, inſtead of the 


way of the vineyards, to conſtrue from the ſame Arabic, the 
way of virtue, honour, nobility, generdfity, &c. Mudge 
CT En" RT oe | interprets, 


SE +4 


% Same cc. 


Boot of Jo . | 

portion is curſed in as well as vile and wicked, Sa er. 37. 
3 — be. in the temper and diſpoſitions 
of the — of ſuch a one: there appears 
a kind of curſe be = ſo 


that he does not truly enjoy, 
but pervert whatever he poſs 


333 


aA 
Job xxiv. 
13, | 


ſeſſes: and his life is com- 


monly ſhort, as it is igno- 
minious, ſo that he ſurvives 
not many harveſts and tran- 


» 


N ſient ſeaſons. 
19. Droughtand As an exceſs of drought, 

heat conſume the and violent hot weather melt 

ſnow waters : /o doth ET 

the grave thoſs which and conſume the ſnow waters, 


have ſinned. ſo do his inotdinate purſuits 


interprets, he ſhould be uprooted from the earth, and ſwim 
down the torrent of time, as a weed torn away is carried 
down a ſtream of water : their patrimony, which they ſo 


much abuſed to the oppreſſion of the poor, ver. 6, Oc. 


ſhould beacurſed, and every thing reverſed to him: his 
vineyards, inſtead of a rich foliage, dry and barren : the 
hot weather, which, for others, matures the grains and 
juices, to him be made an inundation of melted ſnow, or 
violent rains like it, to ſweep off all his harveſt : his fin, 
inſtead of bringing him pleaſure or profit, an immediate 
means of his ſlipping [NH has that idea in it] down into 
the region of death, which ſhould ſtand ready yawning to 
receive him, Some underſtand the paſſage of flying his 
country and turning pirate : which ſeems too 'modern an 
interpretation. WN i ron, 

*The learned Schultens ſeems to underſtand this allego- 
rically of lewdneſs and debanchery ; and thus applies the 
various phraſes. Vid. p. 688. I leave it as a conjecture whe- 
ther the ſnow waters, here mentioned, were not ſuch as, 


19 


the foregoing winter, they had depoſited in vaults under 


ground to uſe in ſummer ; as ſnow ſeldom falls to any de- 
gree during the latter ſeaſon ; and a cuſtom of this ſort has 
prevailed. in eaſtern parts ? 2 5 | es 
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A PaRAPRRASE on the 


sxer. 37. and irregular paſſions fre- 
YI quently dig for him an un- 


Job 
19. 


20 
cern and care of his tender mall forget him, the 


timely grave: and diſpatch 

him to that inviſible ſtate 

where they are to be account- 

ues arg _ 

So far from being the con- 20. The womb 

| . worm {ſhall feed 
rent to lament and grieve ſweetly on him, he 

for him, ſhe ſhall wiſh that ſhall be no more re- 

ſhe had never bore or known membered, & wick. 


him: he ſhall be greedily de- edneſße ſhall be brok- 
voured by inſects: no memo- 
rial of him ſhall be preſerved : 
and as a tree or branch which 


en as a tree, 


is ſplit, or broken off from 


the roots, or a ſhip that is 


ſuddenly wrecked, fo he pe- 


riſhes. | 


21 


Where he could not have 21.7 He evil in- 
the leaſt pretence for inſult treateth the barren 
| and that 


„S. Farchi explains this paſſage from a cuſtom it was to 
take two wives; one /e-taſorifh, ad officium lecti; who was 
to drink the cup of barrenneſs, i. e. a potion to hinder i 
teled, from bearing: decking. her with the choiceſt orna- 
ments, and feeding her with the moſt delicious banquets. 


The other was kept /z-banim, for children: who was clothed 
in widows garments, and made a mean and ſordid appear- 


ance, Then the ſenſe would be — he pampers the barren 
woman that beareth not : #. e. he intends by this means 


ſhe ſhall not bear: and doth not good to the widow : 5. . 
he is churliſh to the other, who mourns like a widow, and 


ſerves for no uſe but to increaſe his family, This is rather 
talmudical than reaſonable and ſolid. Y ſignifying to 


fred as well as ver. — Some have interpreted the words of 


abandoning himſelf to criminal converſe with harlots, and 
Keeping of miltreſſes ; calling his wife widow, and ng 


Book of Jos, 


nat beareth not: & and ill uſage, and her own af- Seer. 37, 


doeth not good to fliftion for not being a joyful 
the %. mother ſhould have moved 
his pity z even in the un- 
happy caſe of ſterility, he tri- 
umphs over the reproach and 
aggravates the misfortune 3 
and ſhews no kindneſs or com- 
22. He draweth By meer dint of power and 
= the mighty with RE he forms G frogs 
power: he ri(- k f 

eth up and no nan Connections and alliances to 
is ſure of life, ſupport and defend himſelf : 
he riſes to poſts of authority 
and ſeats of judgment, and the 
life, neither of rich nor poor, 
is ſecure if he can take it away 

with impunity. 


23. Though it be And there appears to be an 
given him to be in impunity, and a peculiar in- 
* 5 9&8 dulgence 


her as if he was not her huſband, This ſenſe is more ſuit- 
able to modern times : from the beginning and in ancient 
ones it was not ſo infamouſly common: and the meaning 
to be only, that he was ſo wicked to inſult her who was 
deſirous of, but whom nature had denied the principal bleſ- 
ing of the marriage bed, and to oppreſs the helpleſs 
widow. ; 

2 This interpretation ſeems agreeable to the literal ren- 
dering of the original. 46. Ezra underſtands, he draweth, 
i, e. he layeth wait for the ſtrong and mighty, he knows 
when he riſes from his bed, that he is ſure to die, And 
Chappelow expreſſes it, though his power reacheth even to 
the mighty, yet he is always upon his guard 7 for he places 
no confidence in men of wealth and fortunes. 

a Literally it is, det, vel imputet fibi in fiduciam : he may 
give, impute, or make ſafety to himſelf ; and he may rely, 
ſupport, or lean on as a prop or ſhield : but his eyes upon Weir 
Ways, | | 


21. 


paſſion to the deſolate widow. 
24 


23 
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Ster. 37.dulgenge and ſecurity granted 


n 


XXIV, 


Job 
23. 


24 


him, whereupon he depends 
and repoſes himſelf: ſuch per- 
ſans ſtem full of ſelf-confi- 
dence and eſpecially favour- 
ed: nevertheleſs, their courſes 
are narrowly obſerved, and 
the omniſcient Being is per- 
fectly acquainted with their 
true character and all their 
roceedings. | 
Theit exaltation indeed is 
of no long continuance, (this 
whole mortal life is but ſhort) 
before the ſcene changes, their 
glory vaniſhes, and they are 
compleatly humbled: in com- 
mon with the reſt of mankind 


they are removed out of the 


25 


world by death: as a kind of 
richer harveſt, in the height 
of their glory are cut down, 
0p, and die. | | 
If this be not the real pro- 


miſcuous ſtate of affairs in 


this probationary world; that 
the pious and upright are fre- 
quently oppreſſed and injur- 


ed; the wicked and ungodly 


through their. whole lives un- 


0 


4 ParaPHRASE on the 


iſhed and even proſpered; 
fo a plainly to lead all con- 
ſiderate perſons to a future 


ſafety, whereon he 
reſteth : yet his eyes 
are upon their ways. 


24. They are ex- 
alted for a little 


while, but are gone 


& brought low: they 
are taken out of the 
way as all other, and 
cut off as the tops of 
the ears of corn. 


25. And if it be 
not ſo now, who will 
make me a liar, and 
make my ſpeech no- 


thing worth, 


world for retribution; let what 
I have advanced be diſproved; - - 


and all this diſcourſe ſhewed 


to be nothing to the purpoſe, 


CHAP. 


f 


\ P. 


| Bock of Jos, 


CHAP. XXV. SECT. XXXVIII 


Bildad, in order flill to prove that Job was 
wicked and puniſhed, and induce him to acknow- 
ledge this, repreſents the infinite attributes and 
reclitude of the divine nature and diſpenſations; 
and the comparative imperfection of all men: 
therefore inſinuates, that to own bimſelf ungodly 

. would be only to confeſs that he was an human 
being, Ver. 1, to the end, 


Jos xxv. 1, 2. Jos xxv. 1, 2 
1 8 ch nm 
ſwered Bildad tne foregoing doc- 


the Shuhite and ſaid, | trine, concerning a per- 
dominion. and fear miſſive Providence with re- 


are with him, he ſpect to the miſeries of the 
 maketh Aag3 righteous, 


d Peters obſerves, that this is Bildad's laſt weak effort: 
they all found themſelves quite baffled in their purpoſe, 
which was to make Job confeſs himſelf guilty of ſome enor- 
mous crimes, which they raſhly ſuppoſed to have drawn 
down this heavy judgment upon him; inſtead of ingenu- 
ouſly owning themſelves in the wrong, which (if one may 

uels from the uſual iſſue of diſputes) is one of the hardeſt 
things in the world ; this grave antagoniſt ſatisfies himſelf 


with an evaſive anſwer to this purpoſe, vi. that no man, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, can be juſtified before God; man being 
at beſt a frail and fallible creature, and God a being of in- 


finite purity and perfection; which is an argument that con- 
cerned Job no more than themſelves, but muſt involve them 
all, without diſtinction, in the ſame claſs of ſinners. C47, 


D.. 4to.'p. 426. 


Coeceius interprets this ſpeech as ſeverely ſatirieal, and as 


intimating that men, deſirous of diſputing with God, ſhould 


not be admitted into the placid calm abodes of heaven. 


Is not the ancient tradition of the angelic revolt here al- 


Dy + | 


luded to ? | 
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Szcr. 38. 


A PararPnRAsE on the 


righteous, and the proſperity maketh peace in his 


of the wicked ; and irs plain high places, 


Job xxv. 
I, 2. 


reference to a future judg- 
ment, Bildad anſwers: — ab- 
ſolute and univerſal domi- 
nion, with a conſummate and 
moſt tremendous perfection, 
neceſſarily appertain to a 
boundleſs Being, an indepen- 
dent and immutable Deity: 
he preſides in, and with in- 


finite eaſe regulates the worlds 


3 


muſter his immenſe forces? 


above, ſo as to preſerve in 
them the exacteſt order, tran- 
quillity, and entire harmony. 
Is there any way of reck- z. © Is there any 


oning his multiplied and a- number of his ar. 


mazingly diverſified charge? —_— q ls og Dora 
Is it poſſible to number or light ariſe ? 

And which of his various and 

univerſal productions do not 


his all-ſeeing eyes behold, and 
| his 


c Mudge ſeems to differ widely from Peters as to this 
ſpeech : nothing, ſays he, can be ſaid ſtronger than this 
ſpeech of Bildad, to take down the preſumption of a 


| — who would inſiſt upon his righteouſneſs before the tri- 
bunal of God. He is ſurrounded, he ſays, with majeſty 


and terror, when he is exerciſing retribution upon his loſty 


tribunal, fitting on his tribunal of juſtice : terror, for who 


can number the powers that ſtand ready to execute his ſen- 
tence ? and ſovereignly awful he is by a light, which, by its 
ſuperior luſtre, muſt eclipſe every one that ſtands before it : 


| fee the moon and ſtars how they are eclipſed before the 


light of his which the ſun diſpenſes : and would man, ſuch 


rottenneſs as he is, maintain his purity before the all-pene- 
trating light of God in perſon ? | 


Book of Jos; 359 
his all-quickning beams ſhine Szcr. 38. 
— 


4. How then can 
man be juſtified with 
God ? or how can 
he be clean that is 
born of a woman ? 


5. Behold even to 
the moon, and it 4 


ſhineth not : yea, 
the ſtars are not pure 


in his fight, 


6. © How much 
leſs man that is a 
worm : and the ſon 
of man avhich is a 
worm ?._ 


upon ? 

In what ref 
to be ſuppoſed, that frail and 
mortal man ſhould be able to 
aſſert his own piety and righ- 
teouſneſs ? Or what ground 
of claim can he have to in- 
nocence and holineſs, who is 
only the offspring of an un- 
ſtable weak woman ? 

Lift up your eyes to yon 
illuſtrious moon, it is ſhade 
in compariſon with his glo- 
rious perſon and auguſt 
throne : and the glittering 
ſtars are dim and obſcure, 
nay dark and hidden when he 
beholds them. 

How then ſhall ſo defec- 
tive, frail, and deſpicable a 
being as man is, appear to 
vindicate himſelf before his 
auguſt tribunal ? or the off- 
ſpring of this earth-born crea- 
ture dare to think of ſtanding 
in his preſence ? 


4 Inſtead of deriving the original word from HH, + 
ſhine, praiſe, or boaſt, Schindler propoſes to take it as it 
ſtands, for a tabernacle or moveable tent; and to render, he» 
bold even to the moon, aud it cannot expand or dwell : that is, 
it will not be in its tent which is the firmament. The paſ- 
ſage ſeems more uniform and beautiful to take it as tranſ- 
lated, and ſhining of the moon to lead the purity and 
brightneſs of the ſtars. | 


To avoid a tautology Chappelow propoſes, from the 
Arabic, to render, rimmab, corruption or putrefation, and role 


yah, a Worms 
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pect then is it l 
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A 'PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. VI SECT. XXXIX, 


Bildad, Jo 


Prin 117 age eva ve and general Aſeurſe of 


kes occaſion, as was truly given 


him, to "Fiend. He treats him as having given 
up the argument ; ; and, on the ſubjeft of the di. 
wines attributes, which Bildad 2 briefly hinted 
at, ſhews his own much more adequate and exten- 
fee knowledge, Ver. I, to the end. 


Jos xxvi. 1, 2. 


Src. 39, beer. 39: 1L DAD having con- 


Jaan. xxvi. 
I, 


2. 


cluded his ſhort and ſpi- 
rited deſcription, Job remarks 
to the following purpoſe. 
Pray, in what reſpect does 


your pompous reaſoning on 


the divine inexpreſlible great- 


neſs, afford aſſiſtance to a juſt 


man in the loweſt degree of 
indigence and weakneſs ? or 
how is your parade on man's 
imperfection and unworthi- 


neſs, likely to fupport one in- 


nocently ſinking, under the 


ty 
What 


os 5 of affliction and ad- 
ver 


Jos xxvi. 1, 2. 
UT Job an- 
ſwered & ſaid, 
how haſt thou help- 
ed him that is with · 
out power? how ſav- 
eſt thou the arm that 
hath no ſtrength ? 


ebe . argum, why 
deft thou help . power ? why doft thou ſave . a weak 
arm? This rendering is literal, neither is the ſenſe — 
altered if we follow, as ſeems moſt ſuitable to Job's 


cumſtances, our own tranſlation, 


n ' 
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3.5 How haſtthou What arguthents or fenti-Sict. 39. 


ena ments have you offered to 
* convince or inſtruct him, 
 tifully declared the "Whom you fuppoſed groſsly 
thing as it is? miſtaken, and wholly defti- 

| tute of ſolid juft principles? 

and whence does it appeat, 

as you propofed, that you 

have better ſtated the caſe, or 

given a clearer fuller view of 

the matter in debate, with its 

grounds and reaſons. | 

4. h To whom haſt To whom, that it was at 
chou uttered words? all ſuitable, or could be in tlie 
3 ſpiriteame leaſt degree beneficial, have 
: you directed this ſpeech ? and 

whoſe ſpirit and doctrine was 

it, not your own, nor yet, 

perhaps, a divine one, that 


— 
Job xxvi. 


broke 


8 The above author, conformable likewiſe to the Targum, 
renders this verſe, aby deft thou give counſel without wiſdom ? 
and why doſt thou diſcaver prudence for the ſake of contention ? 
In order to ſupport this verſion he ſuppoſes the original to 
be la- rib, ad liters vel contentionem, not la-rob, ad multitidi« 
nem, plentifully, Tt was true that they had talked in this 
manner ; but the uſyal interpretation ſeems full as agreeable 
to the deſign of this introduction to a very copious enlarge- 
ment: beſides, Fob had ſenſibly felt his friends various 
ſtrokes of rancorous contention ; but does not appear to 
have had any very high idea of their prudence. | 

d Chappelow renders this, with whom baſft thou utterttl 
avords'? and does my breath come from thee ? ſuppoſing" the 
tranſcriber. by miſtake wrote »:/omath mi, for ni „ as 
at the third verſe of the next chapter, Job ſaith »i/omathi, 
my breath is in me. As Bildad plainly repeats part of 
Eliphaz's, oracle, may it not be more probable that Job als 
ludes to this ? and intimates that he had repeated it to-very 
little purpoſe, 
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SECT. 39. 


Job xxvi. 


LL 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


broke from you ſo abruptly 

and impertinently? 

64 ft * * N to il ben Dead thing 
uſtrate the adoreable great- 4 
neſs of the: ſupreme boundleſs — — Sv. 
-Deity, you might have done of. 

this much more agreeably to 

the ſubject, by ſhewing how 

it extends beyond this viſible 


world; and how the ancient 


repbaim, giants, or rebels a- 


5 


ainſt God, ſhall be brought 
Forth again, from under the 
waters with which they were 
overwhelmed at the flood ? 
and their neighbours, thoſe 
wicked ſouls. that have been 
ſince. gathered to their aſ- 


ſembly. 
It is moreover his prero- 6. * Hell io naked 
> TIN to behold and dit) poſe before him, and de- 


of | ſtruction 


3 Some have interpreted this of beautiful ſells, pearls, ne- 
tall and minerals: others, as Pineda, by giants underſtand 
awhales, and by their neighbours, a little fp, called by Pliny 
muſculus. As Peters, from whom part of the paraphraſe' is 
taken, has obſerved, the Chaldee del, LXX, Fan La- 
tin Vulgate, all tranſlate rephaim, giants: and cholel properly 
denotes the —_ and throws of child. birth. See Per. Crit. 
Dif. 40. p. 359. 

He adds, (2 369.) theſe giants in ſtrength and fature, 
as well as. impiety that were -overwhelmed by the flood, 


were not then called rephaim, but nephilim and gibborim 3 


—. the name was not Sven them till after their 
eath 
i. Mercer underſtands by 5 Nee. the conter and low parts 


| of the earth: and Le Clerc, ſubterraneous places, and there- 


ore the grave.- Others interpret it of the deepeſt _ 


| Boak-of Jon. © + 363 
ſtruction hath no co- of men as he thinks fitting Ss cr. 39» 
vering. in ſbeol, or the region of dg- TTY” 

1 . Job xxvi. 

parted ſouls ; and nothing can 6. | 
hinder in the place of tor- | 
ments, where the impenitent 
and undone are puniſhed. 
7. He firetcheth His power muſt be infi- 2 
out the | north over nite who formed the northern 


and i 
M uch pole, and ſtars which revolve 


upon nothing. with it, as it were to over- 
look and ſurvey the earth; 
or ſtretched our hemiſphere, 
even the whole ſky, over the 
vaſt void: and, without any 
viſible ſupports or ligaments, 
ſuſpended 


the earth, and eſpecially of the hell of the damned : and 
in the ſame manner NAR, of the double deſtruction; 
one of the body to be conſumed, the other of the ſoul, 
Then they underſtand the fifth verſe of the general reſur- 
reftion. And thus dominion and fear were with God, in a 
more ſolemn dreadful ſenſe than Bildad ſeems to have re- 
preſented. The meaning ſeems to be, that the almighty 
power extends to, his eye beholds, and his wiſdom directs 
in the inviſible ſtate, and even in the place of torments. 
1 Schultens deriveth this word from HY, ſignifying to 
look out as from a watch-tower ; which agreeth very well 
with the elevation of the nqrthern pole, and the ſtars which 
revolve about it, as it were overlooking and ſurveying the 
earth, 3 ſo the _ _ _— as expreſſed in the 
ara e. Chappelow ſuppoſes north, not to point out an 
Liſting climate, — but — part of the world. And by 
tabu, as Gen. i. 2, underſtands vanity and emptineſs. Thus 
it may be argued, that Moſes was acquainted with this book, 
and that his aceount is the ancient one of the creation, $0 
the Latin poet. ＋ 1 nord 


Ponderibus librata ſais. —— + | ne 
Terræ pilz ſimilis, nullo fulcimine nixus. | 
Nec circumfuſo pendebat in acre wr? 
aid; 
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Ster. 39-ſuſpendet this maſt of earth 0 n 
in the yielding air. ö 


de 


The ſame Omnipotence i is 8." He bindeth 
moreover wonderful in wrap- uf the waters in his 


thick clouds, and the 
'The waters as it were in cloud is not rent un. 


a garment, or binding them der him. 


together with cords, in his 


thick clouds : neither does the 
cloud burſt aſunder with their 
greateſt plenty or immenſe 
weight. 


9 Our proſpects a are narrow- 9. * He holdeth 


ed, and he placeth beyond the — the 7 bis 
rone, an read- 
uttnoſt extent of ſeaſe, hiding eth his cloud — = 


Vith intercepting clouds the 
tov dazzling view of his own 
ſublime manſion, or that glo- 
rious 'abode where he vouch- 


_ Lifes ineffable manifeſtations 


of his peculiar preſence and 
0 . 72 o c * 3 As 


* 11 is very obſervable. aw a 100 beautiful, as 
well as philoſophical and rational, this account is of the 
netation and direction of clouds: how the water is ex- 
aled, hon, condenſed and rapified, ſtrained, purified and 
Aiſtilbed with inimitable art, and in all fitting proportian to 
unſwer the moſt beneficial purpoſes. 
un R. Lors comments here, he retaineth and aid 
the alt which i is upon the face of the firmament of heaven, 
*which is valled 7b 7hroae, Jai lxui. 1, Fhal. ciii. 19. And 
Gappeluav, inſtead of fpreaueth. ahbex, propoſes to read, 
nens u p,i“ . Some underſtand this of the lum 
which is placed at a proper diſtance, and our atmoſphere 
betwixt us and it. Are not the images ſublimer, if we 
underſtand by throne what is mentioned both in ſacred 
and profane «awthors, of a certain . peculiar place wherein 
the omnipreſent” Being gives: extraordinary diſplays of his 
aſtoniſhing perfections? 


| Book of J OB. 124 £AY N 


96g 


10. o He hath com- As of: all other parts ofSrer, * 


aſſed the waters 
pe 11 this ſyſtem, he hath ry a 


ſcribed within ſuch limits, and Jen 
2 o 5 determined by ſuch laws, both ** 
the unruly element in the up- 
per regions, and that upon 
this terraqueous globe, as ſhall 
remain ſtedfaſt and unaltered 
till che final period of time, 
and grand diffolution of all 
things. 

11. v The pillars And how eaſy is it for him 
of heaven tremble, who formed the azure fky at 
— _ * at firſt, to deſtroy the whole 
8 e rae goodly fabrick ? For if he be 

diſpleaſed and only chide, 
what tremors and convulſions 
do its molt ſtable parts ſuffer? 
and the lofty roof of heaven, 
when his tempeſts rage, his 

| lightnings blaze, and thunders 
roll, ſhake ; and appear in the 

. utmoſt agitation, horror and 
* confuſion, 


0 This has deen interpreted of the tides n and 
decreaſing. according to the ſtate of moon. Schulte un- 
derſtands it of that immenſe complex or circle of the 
univerſe, ſtiled, ch. xxii. 14, tbe circuit of braven, or the 
mundane ſytem, the laws whereof are ſo eſtabliſhed that 


they ſhall not be diſſolved before the final conſummation of 


all things, 

P — underſtand by pillars, &c. the four elements. 
Others, the higheſt hills. And Mercer, more reaſonably 
interprets it as a metaphor taken from edifices and temples, 
which are commonly ſapported by pillars, .to. denote that 
heaven ſeems in commotion, the air ſhocked, and nature 
in . terrible throws. and agitations. 


IH 


11 


W 


| 
| 
| : 
| 
| 
| 
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Sser. 39 · confuſion, at the ecchos of his 


„ 
ww N 


13 


*. The united force of ſucceſ- 12. 4 He divideth 


A PaRAPUR ASR en the 


alarming voice. 


ſive Waves in a boiling ſea, the ſea with his 

bis omnipotence eaſily and in- Poor: _ by e. 

ſtantly ſeparates: and let them — thromgk che 

be ever ſo impetuous and proud. 

boiſterous, caſting on ſhore | 

ſea monſters, ſky, earth and 

ocean, intermingling, the leaſt 

exertion of his matchleſs abi- 

littes ,obſtructs, and aſſuages 4 

en t o n 
All the ſplendour and glory 13: * By his ſpirit 

of the ſtarry heavens was form- be hath garniſhed the 
1 3.3. 2 heavens ; 


* # | WY 1 


1 As Peters and ſeveral other critics have obſerved, this 


is rather a deſcription of a tempeſt than the deſtruQtion of 
Pbaroab, &c. the word tranſlated divide not being the ſame 


with that uſed Exod. xiv. but ſignifying a violent breaking 
and toſſing of the waves, as'in'a ſtorm, — and proud ma 
allude to the ſwelling waves. From the uſe of the phraſe 
elſewhere, ſome ancienter piece of hiſtory than that of 
Pharaah is probably alluded to. Crit. Difſ. 470. p. 31. 
Some render, he ruffleth the ſea, and he ſmootheth it — 
others underſtand by proud, ſea monſters, whales, &c. which 
in violent ſtorms are caſt on the ſhore. Jai. li. 9. 
There are various ſenſes put upon this paſſage : ſome 
underſtand-it allegorically of the grand reſtoration or re- 
novation, when all things ſhall-become new: the heavens 
ſhine-.in the utmoſt ſplendour, and ſatan, the old ſerpent, 
be bound in adamantine chains. Others, of wars in hea- 
ven and the fall of the angels; when thoſe exalted. ſtations 
were cleared of apoſtates, and the head of this accurſed 
band triumphed over. As the two foregoing verſes, one of 
them repreſented the air in commotion, the other, the ſea 
in agitation : perhaps this may only ſhew how the former 
is cleared by the winds, the other deafned and made reſt 
by bringing on a calm. Then the crooked ſerpent, the 
leviathan or crocodile muſt be put for the watry * 
W 


Book of Jos. 30 
heavens ; his hand ed, and is readily reſtored by Secr. 39. 
hath formed the his ſpirit, providence, or pow- r 
93 erful winds which diſperſe the 15 * 
clouds: and he lays to ſleep the 
raging billows of the foaming 
ſeas, with the moſt dreadful 
RY monſters which inhabit them. 
14. Lo, theſe ar: What J haveobſerved is only 14 
parts of his ways, a ſhort ſketch, or a few out- 
but how little a por- lines, of the various wonderful 
tion is heard of him? - : 
but the thunder of Operations of the immenſe 
-his power who can power of the ſupteme intelli- 
underſtand ? gence : we hear but whiſpers 
and ſmall hints, compared to 
the regular ſeries of his moſt 
eloquent and mighty acts: as 
his rolling thunder and its 
burſting cracks fill us with _ 
ſilent awe, it would not per- 
haps force the higheſt admi- 
ration, but being too big for 
our finite capacities, ſwallow 
up all our thoughts, ſhould he 
diſcover his heavenly Majeſty, 
or reveal the amazing ſteps of 
his univerſal providence. 


dwells in. Schmidias interprets, by his ſpirit or hand he 
hath adorned heaven, not only as a moſt elegant habitation, 
but full of glory and joy for his angels and the bleſſed : 
and on the contrary, hach inflicted the pain and miſery of 
eternal torments on the devil and his angels. 

This concluſion hardly can be interpreted, and its ſub - 
limity not apparent. Some interpret, all that we can learn 
or know of God is but like the loweſt whiſper in compa- 
riſon of the loudeſt cracks of ecchoing thunder. Madge 
renders — what a ſeries of noble acts is the account that 
ve have heard of him, but the height of his majeſty who 


CHAP. 


| can puzzle himſelf to underſtand. ? 


368 A rer on the 
07 ad ollen wits: | | 


0 A P. XXV Ul. 5 E e T. Xt: 


3 ob. in exvrefhons that are. 8 and truly 
nervous, proteſteth his fincerity : and, though 
the afflifions Providence had ſuffered to befall 

bim, accaſſoned his friends to form very unjuſt 

- gudgments of bim; Jets that he would never de- 

part from his 1 or juſtify their Pro- 
ceedings. ': This leads him to an, upon the vile 
character, and certain wretched. fate of an bypa- 

TH ite. Ver. 2, to the end, 


. on xxvii. 3 Jos XXvii. 1, 2. 
Szcr. 40. FO B's three friends not in- Oreover Job 


continued his 
Job xxvii. 'fu rh terrupt ing him with any parable, and ſaid, 
er 
. 


animadyer lions, he t 2; God liveth who 
| continues hath 


t The —.— is a : ſtrong aſſeveration, md extremely beau- 
tiful : Herr y it is — God liveth, e hath. _ wy my Judg- 


may prove. 4 innocence. From what follows wm ſeems 
ug to t] —— of * . LE: = his 


# +++ 


* 4 * a <* ws 
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hath taken away my continues the diſcourſe in theSzcr. 40. 


judgment, and the 
Almighty who hath 
vexed my ſoul, 


3, and 4. All the 
while my breath :: in 
me, and the ſpirit of 
God 7s in my noſ- 


ils ; my lips ſhallnot 


ſpeak wickedneſs, 
nor my tongue utter 
deceit, 


following moſt rational and 
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Job xxvii. 


ſolemn manner. — As ſure as 1. 2. 


the eternal and immortal God 
hath life in himſelf and never 
can die, who, by his afflictive 
providences, hath given occa- 
ſion to my ill- judging friends, 
at leaſt they have thence taken 


it, to tarniſh my character, 


and torture my very heart 
with their moſt virulent re- 
proaches ; 

So ſure, while I am favour- 
ed with life, ſenſe, and un- 
derſtanding to diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt what is true and falſe; 
right and wrong; all my ex- 
preſſions, on every account, 
ſhall be under the influence of 
the laws of religious virtue: 
when I ſay I am an upright 
man, it ſhall be what I am 
conſcious is true; and when 
I declare I am not ungodly, 
though greatly afflicted, it ſhall 


ſhould alſo further diſcourſe. Then the third verſe he 
makes a parentheſis, and renders different from our tranſ- 
lation — etenim preflantiſſima mens animi ; ſpirituſque Dei in 
naſo meo, For the underſlanding of my mind is moſt preſent, &c. 


that is, I am compos mentis : my afflictions have not broken 


my ſpirits, or diſtracted my mind, but it is yet in its full 


vigour. This does not greatly alter, nor perhaps at all 


improve the ſenſe, if the words would bear it, therefore 
need not be inſiſted: on, 


. 


B b , be 


3, 44 
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Szcr. 40. be what my inmoſt thoughts 

Tob eil. teſtif kin 3; 

35 n Though I am quite caſt 5. God forbid that 
down and miſerable as it is I ſhould juſtify you : 
poſlible almoſt. to be in this till I die, I will not 
life, yer God forbid that I fm ee 81 
ſhould juſtify your cenſures of 
me, by owhing that I have 

played the hypocrite or been 
ſecretly wicked : till the hour 
of death no. man ſhall ever 
attempt to diveſt me of what 
is dearer to me than life, even 
my fincerity of virtue, but I 
will defend it. 
d.. No, whatever ſhall befall 6. My righteouſ. 
me, I know its ſupreme worth, ness 1 hold faſt, and 
and am reſolved, at all events, mw _ 5 
that 1 will ſtill maintain, and reg me ſo long 
ſtill hold faſt my integrity, as I live. 

never in the leaſt deviating 

from its dictates : no, my heart 

and conſcience ſhall not re- 

proach and condemn me, that 

through the whole courſe, 
| from 


b 

u 

u Some refer this to Job's future practice, and inviolabie P. 
reſolutions concerning it. — That he would ſooner part with Pt 
his life than his innocence ; that he would, whatever mi- of 
ſeries were allotted him, carry it to the grave, and appear a 
in it before God after he had given up the ghoſt. Peters, 1 
from whom ſome part of the paraphraſe of this paſſage is de 
taken, obſerves, that in this and the following verſes 1s 0 


ſnewn very plainly, that, in 's opinion, the great dit. 
ference betwixt the righteous and the wicked, as to happi- 
neſs owmiſery, conſiſted in their future expectations. Crit. 


Dig. to. p. 257. 


Bock of Jos. 371 
from beginning to the end ofsx er. 40. 
my days, any part hath been 
wicked and hypocritical, job xxvli. 

7. Let mineenemy If I wiſh ill to any one, 7. 
» Þ —— 5 and count him mine enemy, 
gainſt me, as the un- IL am far from envying his 
righteous, external proſperity, which has 

nothing to do with his future 
expectations; — let him, as I 
have ſhewed many wicked 
men actually do, flouriſh and 
proſper as much as his heart 

1 | can wiſh here. 

8. * For what is His enjoying the greateſt 8 
the Dope * = _ power, wealth and affluence, + 
3 can never afford him, remain- 
God taketh away his ing an hypocrite, any ground 
ſoul. for agreeable proſpects after 

| this life : what can he think 
will become of him when 

death hath done its office ? 

or what comfort can ſuch an 

B b 2 one 


Www CT 


As Peters hath remarked, there is a meiofis here, and 
by the hypocrite's having no hope, may very reaſonably be 
underſtood, his being filled with the moſt threatning ap- 
prehenſions and dreadful expectations. This evidently ap- 


— — — = 
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1 
i pears to have been Job's meaning, from the following part 
= of the chapter, aii God hear, &c. wer, g. c. but pargi- 


cularly from the 20*, where he deſcribes, in a very lively 
manner, the terror and diſtraction of a wicked man upon a 
death-bed. Terrors take hold on him, &c. that is, he dies, as 
moſt wicked men do, in the utmoſt tumult and confuſion. 


Car 
ers 
> 1 
5 18 
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* 
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dif. Crit. Dif. 4to. Pp. 257.” 
ppi- 


ril. 


Gained : the original ſignifies to wound, to cut, to break, 
or tear off, to be covetous, and æureſi others property by diſhoneſt” 
violent practices: likewiſe to cut or break off, as a workman 
when he has compleated his intended work; to ferform, at- 
compliſh, finiſh, Comp, Matt, xvi. 20, 
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| $xcer, 40. One entertain in his retroſpect. 
on the paſt, eſpecially in his 
Job xxvii. proſpect of futurity ? 

9. | 


10 


or take a ready and entire ſa- 


His expectations cannot but 9. Will God hear 


be moſt dreadful; for in his bis cry when trouble 
greateſt extremity, when all 


cometh upon him? 


other refuge fails, will the Al- 
mighty, whom he has offend- 


ed and mocked, lend a gra- 
cious ear to his moſt earneſt 
ſupplications? It cannot be 


ſuppoſed. 

Can he himſelf repoſe a 10. Will he? de. 
firm and unſhaken confidence, light himſelf in the 
Almighty ? Will he 
tisfaction in the Almighty, _ 2 
whom he never ſerved or 
choſe for his portion ? Will 
he find him at all times the 
ſame propitious and gracious 
God, whatever have been his 


actions and deportment ? 
I will 


Y Schultens interprets this as very emphatick, and denoting 
a kind of tranſport and exulting joy, borrowed from lovers 
poſſeſſing what they hoped for, and often elegantly applied 
to the refined ſpiritual pleaſures of the righteous and faith- 
ful reſpecting the Almighty. P/a/. xxxvii. 4, Jai. lviii. 15. 
Mudge underſtands, from wer. 8, to the end, as a ſtrong 
irdny ; for want of underſtanding which, he adds, Fob has 
been made to ſay things diametrically oppoſite to his own 
ſentiments. He pronounces wer. 11, with an air of ſo- 
lemnity, as if he meant to ſhew how God had anſwered 
the expectations he had from him in his dealings with the 
wicked and . himſelf, but, contrary to all appearance, he 
turns at once to his friends : you ſee before you, in my 
Caſe, the real conduct of God, and why then would you 


truth? 


pretend to talk, as you have done, ſo contrary to all 


p-_— = = G 
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11. I will teach I will freely inform you, 


you by the hand of . Fd. 
Tos att this head of the divine 


with the Almight dealings with hypocrites, and 


will I not conceal, With wicked men in general ; 


neither will I be at all upon 
the reſerve as to inſtructing 
you, what muſt neceſſarily be 
the unalterable deſigns of a 
moſt righteous God, in due 
time to be made manifeſt, 
touching all people of this 
wretched character. 


12. 2 Behold, all Only I muſt premiſe, W-1 


- —— _ what is confeſſed, and indeed 


ye thus altogether Obvious matter of your own 
vain? _ conſtant obſeryation and ex- 
B b 3 perience, 


*The learned Bochart paraphraſes, I do not do as hypo- 
erites uſe to do, but declare to you what is the ſtate of my 
mind with reſpect to the Almighty, under the moſt grievous 
calamity: this is too limited an interpretation, and does not 
ſo well connect with the tenour and ſcope of the whole 
paſſage. The ſenſe is rather, I will explain the rules of 
Providence with reſpect to hypocrites; which my friends, 
greatly miſtaking, have both offended the Almighty, and 
injured one of his faithful ſervants. Or, as Schultens, I will 
place in a juſt light a doctrine which you have badly ex- 
plained, and worſe applied. Some render, by the divine 
aſſiſtance and conduct, — but the meaning ſeems to be, as 
De Dieu obſerves, de manu Dei, i. e. manum Dei ; ea que 
agit, wel rationem qua manus tjus ſolet agere, what he does, 
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Job xxvii. 
11. 


12 


and the ratio of his procedure. With the Almighty, ſeems 


to refer to his future views and deſigns. 
Junius and Tremellius render, you all ſee, wiz, how I 
behave myſelf under this calamity, far otherwiſe than hy- 


poerites uſe to do. The defign ſeems to be to guard what 


he was further obſerving; to intimate that it did not con- 
tradict any of his former diſcourſes ; and was no more than 


what they would long fince have allowed, if they had not 
been blinded and prejudiced, 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


even die in ſeeming peace and 
tranquillity: and on the other 
hand, ſome juſt ones ſpend 
their days in much miſery. 


Both theſe facts are ſo evi- 
dent, that I cannot but won- 


der you ſhould contradict or 
make the leaſt queſtion of 
either. | = $51 | 
13 Now it is the ſupreme plea» 
ſure of almighty God, and 
agreeable to the natural ten- 
dency and courſe of things, 
that impious, unjuſt, and ty- 
rannical men, ſhould not al- 
ways go unpuniſhed. From 
his perfections, and the laws 
of his providence, they have 


the juſteſt reaſon to expect the 


diſmal portion due to, and 
moſt miſerable effects pro- 
ceeding from their violence 
and oppreſſion. And what 
follows, or ſomething equally 


if not more diſtreſsful, ſhall 


infallibly be the iſſue. 


He who hath provoked the 


higheſt reſentment of an infi- 
nite Being, and of all man- 
kind, . by repeated groſs in- 
dignities and injuries, cannot 
be ſurprized if vengeance ſtop 
not at himſelf, but purſue his 
offspring; and his wretched 


deſcendants 


13. This is the 
portion of a wicked 
man with God, and 
the heritage of op- 
preſſors, evhich they 
ſhall receive of the 
Almighty. 


14. If his children 
be multiplied, it i 
for the ſword : and 
his offspring ſhall not 
be ſatisfied with 
bread, 
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deſcendants fall by the ſword,Stcr. 40. 


or periſh of hunger, | 28 


15. > Thoſe that So it ſhall happen even to; 


remain of him ſhall his lateſt poſterity : that if 
be buried in death: P y: . 
we his widows hal! they be buried at all, it ſhall 


not weep. be as' in ſome publick cala- 
mity, in the moſt private ob- 
ſcure manner: neither ſhall. 
their widows be able, be al- 
lowed, or inclined to pay them 
the decent rites and uſual to- 
kens of funeral mourning and 
lamentation. 
16. © Though he Though his inſatiable ava- 16 
heap up ſilver as the rice amaſs ſuch quantities of 
duft, Bb4 ſilver 


d Chappelow underſtands, his children ſhall not long ſur- 
vive their father, but ſhall ſoon follow him to the grave by 
ſome ſudden ſtroke, as Phineas's wife did her huſband. And 
as the old verſion interprets P/al. Ixxviii. 64, there were no 
widows to make lamentation. R. Dav. Kimchi's comment 
on this place is, they [the widows] being ſeized of a ſud- 
den with grief of heart, expired, in the ſame manner that 
Phineas's wife died. Schultens interprets, and it ſeems moſt 
natural, a diſhonourable death, and an abject burial, pu- 
trifying above ground, or hidden in ſome obſcure corner, 
without any regard, in oppoſition to the pride of death and 
pomp of rich tunerals and monuments, with lamentation 
and mourning. To this purpoſe the celebrated tragedian 
LEſehylas, in Eumenid. ver. 540, in fine, I charge you, re- 
vere the altar of juſtice ; neither looking at the gain, and, 
kicking with an impious foot, inſult it ; for the penalty 
will be preſent, and the end remain fixed: that is, if you 
do otherwiſe than what is juſt and right, judgment will 
commence, and your fate is unavoidable. The ancients, 


and indeed moſt ages, have expreſſed an extraordinary con- 


cern about their obſequies and rites of ſepulture, 
© It appears from various paſſages, how early a vice 
avarice or heaping up ſilver was; and likewiſe the vanity 


— 
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SzcrT. 40. ſilver as there is common 


— duſt, and his exceſſive vanity 
Job xxvii 


16. provide ſuch abundance of 


changes of ſumptuous appa- 
rel as there is every where 
clay. 

17 - He may prepare and deſign 
them for his own particular 


ule and ornament, but a more 


worthy and righteous perſon 


duſt, and prepare 
raiment as the clay; 


17. He may pre- 
pare it, but the juſt 
ſhall put it on, and 
the innocent ſhall di - 
vide the ſilver. 


ſhall have all the benefit: 
and his riches deſcend to be 
enjoyed by thoſe who better 


underſtand their purpoſes, and 


18 


from whom poſſibly he had 

extorted them. ; 

As the moth which cor- 18. He buildeth 
rodes and deſtroys the timber bis houſeasa* moth, 


or garment it reſides in, or as and as & booth ther 


the k aketh, 
a booth or temporary lodge, » hnaper eth 


which 


of apparel and luxury in clothing. See Gen. xlv. 22, Virg. 
En. ix. 26. Bochart takes notice, that the latter was laid 


up in their treaſuries. Hierox. par. ii p. 617. 


4 Theſe are two beautiful ſimiles to expreſs the tranſitory 
precarious enjoyment a wicked man may reaſonably expect 
of whatever he poſſeſſes. I he moth's houſe and its uncer- 
tain tenure, Bochart, chiefly from Sol. Farchi, elegantly il- 


luſtrates: tinez domus eſt foramen, quod in veſte aut panno 


confecit. Quæ domus eſt parum firma, cum alteratur in- 
dies illa ipſa tineæ tabe, qua primo conſtructa fuerat: do- 
nec pannus ipſe, in quo domus eſt, in nihilum abeat. Recte 
Igitur 7obzs de impio, cujus labores ſunt vani et irriti. 
Hlieroz, p. 2. J. 4. c. 25. 

And as a booth, &c. The Targum renders, keeper of the 
fruits. — Sol. Jarchi — of the fig tree and vine, made of 
llight materials : and when the fruits are gathered, taken 
down or neglected, ſo as to fall of itſelf, Jai. i. 8, Zion is 


compared to ſuch a building. 
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which a keeper erects " ſerve Ss er. 40. 
his purpoſe for the preſent ſea- XY + 
— —— 5 fo frü- . 
leſs and ſubverſive of them 
ſelves are his ſchemes, and ſo 
tranſient and ſhort-lived what 
ever he poſſeſſes. 
19. The rich man The wicked rich man ſhall 19 
ſhall e lie down, but die, but ſhall not be gathered 


he ſhall not be ga- 
thered: he openeth to the aſſembly of good and 


4 .. Pious ſouls : he openeth his 
1 tac; 1 in the other Tek and 
finds himſelf quite loſt and mi- 

ſerable. | 3 

20. (Terrors take Many a wretched creature 


hold on him as wa- has departed this life in the 
ters, a tempeſt ſteal- 


3 les utmoſt tumult and confuſion, 
night, but what images can deſcribe 
his future miſery and agony : 
as a violent ſtorm in the night, 
when there is no ſeeing any 
way to ſhun the deſtruction, 


ſa 


20 


e Lie down, as Peters obſerves, from whom the paraphraſe 
of this verſe is taken. [ ia] ſignifies only to die, or he 
down in death. Gathered, preſerved as ripe fruit, and laid 
up, or conducted to the aſſembly of the good and pious 
ſouls departed. Or, as Chappelow remarks, from Gen. xv. 
15, he ſhall not enjoy that happineſs in a future ſtate, which 
ſome of his anceſtors are now in poſſeſſion of. In hell he 
lifts up or opens his eyes. 4 nh 

f Terrors, the higheft degree of terror, as the Syriac and 
Arabic interpret balah. As waters, ſuddenly, in a moment, 
for ſuch is the courſe of rivers. 45. Ezra, or, as R. Levi, 
— one terror afler another without intermiſſion, as the waters 
mix together in a flood. Theſe ſeem to be ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt images in uſe by the ancient orientals, to denote 
that inconceivable miſery and deſtruction hypocrites and 
ungodly tyrants endure in that world ae, eye hath not ſeen, 
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ser. 40. ſo unavoidable and remedileſs 
—— s his fate. 2585 
yy um The pernicious effects of a 21. The s eaſt. 
blaſting eaſt- wind upon the wind carrieth him 
early bloom, and even ripened "MY * 33 
fruit and moſt plentiful in- 3 * 
creaſe :- or the inſtant mor- out of his place. 
tality and ſpreading deſolation 
of peſtilential ſcorching winds, 
or violent hurricanes upon 
man and beaſt ; are proper, 
but feint emblems of the ter- 
rible judgments which ſeize 
and torment him. | 
22 His probation being ended, 22. ForGed ſhall 
never to be renewed, he feels caſt upon him, and 
| | me aa 


8 Schindler obſerves: on the eaſt-wind, that, commonly 
producing bad effects, it may be a metaphor for any curſe 
or misfortune. Ger. xli. 27, the ſeven empty ears blaſted 
with Ladim, the eaſt-wind. And Exod. x. 13, ruach bak- 
tadim, the eaft-wind brought the locuſts. Likewiſe Jai. 
XXvii. 8, as a florm hurleth, &c. Schultens interprets /aYar, 
to firike with a poiſonous heat, — and underſtands by it, that 

infectious burning wind which the Arabs call ſamous, that 
not only kills him in a moment on whom it blows, but in 
a moſt dreadful manner diſcolours, turns black, and putre- 
fies bodies : for which reaſon they reckon it the worſt kind 
of deſtruction, See Thevenet's travels and particular deſ- 
cription of it. 2 | 

Further ſtriking images are preſented of the wicked 
man and hypocrite's future torments; and it may be worth 
conſidering, whether they are not all of ſuch a ſort as na- 
turally ariſe out of and are moſt exactly ſuited to his for · 
mer crimes. . In this verſe he ſeems repreſented by a de- 
feated flying enemy amidſt ſhowers of darts: and his flight, 
as Schultens expreſſes it, eternal. | literally, flying he flies] 
with ignominy, deſtruction, and conſternation, Quæreni 
thortem- ner inwenient, maledictio cumulatiſſima, et perditio fine 


Book of JoB. 


379 


not ſpare : he would the intolerable weight of eter-SECT. 40. 


tain flee out of his nal puniſhments, and how 
3935 glad ſoever he would be of 
the leaſt abatement or miti- 
gation, may deſpair of ever 
finding it : his wretched day 
is come that he can neither 
avoid nor ſupport under. 
23. Men ſnall lap What ſhall be inflicted will 


their hands at him, "= . 
and ſhall hiſs him out — deſerved, richly due to 


of his place. his enormous wickedneſs, and 
| inſtead of meeting with any 

leaity or mercy, he ſhall be 

forever excluded from all hea- 

venly happineſs ; and his moſt 


lamentable doleful complaints 


only be aggravated with con- 
tempt, inſult and triumph. 


i Chappelow refers this to a ſtorm, and quotes, in favour 
of his interpretation, Pfal. xcviii. 8, and Jai. lv. 12. It is 
rather expreſſive, perhaps, of that laſt great day when de- 
ciſive ſentences ſhall be moſt ſolemnly confirmed, and the 
angels and ſpirits of juſt men approve the hypocrite's final 
doom. Till then he has been kept the priſoner of juſtice, and 
often wiſhed he could fly from his chains, he is now brought 
forth and expoſed to everlaſting infamy. 

Mudge ſeems to have greatly miſtaken the ſenſe of this 
connected and ſublime paſſage : upon the whole, ſays he, 
Job has been ſarcaſtically laying together many circum- 
ſtances that had befallen himſelf as the portion of the 
wicked man: his children had been deſtroyed, thoſe who 
remained had hardly bread to eat : he had been rich, but 
it was all gone at once: God had lain at him and ſpared 
not, for one meſſenger came upon the heels of another; 
his pretended friends were then clapping and hiſſing at his 
A | ſce here the portion of the wicked man ! 
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CHAP. XXVII. SECT. XLI. 


Job gives ſpecimens of man's contrivance and ſur- 
prizing induſtry. He enquires after wiſdom, and 
declares the peculiar invaluable excellence thereof. 
He fhews what it truly is, and how both within 
human reach, and comprized in a few words, or 

rontained in a very narrow compaſs. Ver. 1, to 


the end. 


Jos xxviii. 1. 


SECT. 41. E do not at preſent 
— behold ſuch tremen- 
Jobxxviii. gong events as that above deſ- 


cribed; neither can it be with- 
out ſome labour of the mind 
that they are conceived of; 
and is it at all wonderful, that 


there are difficulties in com- 


prehending moral affairs, ſince 
thoſe natural objects and hid- 
den metals, which have been 
the bane and ruin of thou- 
ſands, are not compaſſed with- 


out ſkill and pains? There is 


doubtleſs, 


Jos xxviii. 1. 
UR E there is a 
vein for the * ſil · 

ver, and a place for 
gold where they fine 


it, 


* Silver is chiefly in mines under ground: gold is alſo 
found in the ſand and mud of rivers and torrents, particu- 
larly in Guinea. Glanbers ſays, there is a ſort of gold ſcarce 
found any where but in the drains of the mountains of 
C#ih, which they ſeperate from the earth by waſhing : hence 
the places where it is found or ſeparated are called /avaderos. 


Inſtead of vein ſome render the word /awvacrum, and un- 


derſtand the paſſage of the manner of extracting the metal 
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doubtleſs, which by arduous Szcr. 41. 


labour has been often digged 
| to, a filver vein, rich with 
precious ore, within the bowels 
of the earth ; and a certain 
place likewiſe, where the en- 
terprizing and indefatigable 


Jobxxviii. 
I, 


refine gold from earth and all 


impure mixtures. 

2. Iron is taken Of a more compact and 
out of the earth, and hard nature and quality, and 
braſs is molten out more general uſe, is iron or 

of the ſtone, I , 
| ſtee], which originally is ex- 
trated fromearthy ſubſtances : 
and braſs and copper, which 
is found in quarries, and pu- 
rified to ſerve various pur- 

ſes, 

3. ® He ſetteth an And though the great Cre- 


end to darkneſs, me ator hath ſet a boundary be- 


ſearche tw ix 0 


1 Copper is well known to be the original metal, and, 
fuſed with /apis calaminaris, receives the hardneſs and yel- 
lowneſs of braſs. It is found in glebes, or ſtones of va- 
rious forms and colours, which are firſt beaten ſmall and 


waſhed, to ſeparate them from the earthy parts wherewith 


they are mixed ; after waſhing it is ſmelted, and the melted 
matter run into a kind of molds, to form large blocks, by 
ſome called ſalmons, by others cakes of copper. To ren- 
der it more pure and beautiful they melt it again once or 

twice. Vid. Plin. |, xxxili. xxxiv. 
mn The Hebrew, as Peters obſerves, is, ktetz ſam le-chofhec 
u-le-col tacklith — that is, he hath ſet an end [or an end is 
ſet] to darkneſs, and an extremity to all, or to the univerſe, ſo 
by Gb, be that formed all, that is, the univerſe, Prov. 
xxvi. 10, and Hy ey, the Maker of the univerſe, Jai. 
xliv. 24. — It follows, hu choker eben ophel we tzalmaveth. 
— Hu, with an emphaſis, he [meaning man, that audacious 
creature] 
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Ber. 41. twixt light and darkneſs, di- ; ſearcheth out all per. 
D—= viding the. two hemiſpheres don + re ones 
Jobxxviv. from each other a by a line gn 8 
3 0 r adow of death. 
| or circle; yet the induſtry or 
avarice of man js without 
bounds. He ſearcheth into 

the land of darkneſs, and, 

as it were, digs into the other 

world for the hidden treaſure 

of gold and precious ſtones. 8 

4 As another inſtance, and 4. * The flood 
further proof of the daring Þreaketh out trom 

OTE WI | ſpirir the 


- 


creature] ſearcheth out the flone of darkneſs, and of the fhadony 
of death, — he digs into another world, as it were, for 
gold and precious ſtones. Mugge renders for tin and lead, 
racklith, as well as ketz, fignities the end, the border, or 
extremity of any thing. And the extremity of darkneſs, 
and the extremity of all, or the univerſe, he apprehends to 
mean the ſame horizontal circle which divides the light and 
darkneſs from each other. For what is above the -horizon 
is in effect the univerſe to us, — at leaſt it was ſo to the 
ancients, who conſidered all below it, as to them, a region 
of perpetual darkneſs. It was this upper viſible hemiſphere 
they called the world, 1 Sam. ii. 8, 7ob xvili. 18, xxv1. 10. 
He adds, the thought is very noble and ſublime, It is as 
if we ſhould ſay, in the language of Horace, neguicquam 
Deus abſcidit, &c. He further ingeniouſly and very juſtly - 
* remarks; that as the author of the book of Job was, per- 
| haps, the moſt conciſe writer that ever appeared in the 
world, and his language the moſt conciſe ; he juſt gives 
you a glimpſe of things, and, leaves the reſt to be ſupplied 
by the imagination of the reader. His thoughts are like 
the gold and jewels he ſpeaks of, precious in themſelves : 
| but we muſt ſometimes labour hard, and go deep for them, 
| - u As the above judicious and learned author obſerves, the 
words may be literally tranſlated thus, — paratz nachal 
me Y im ger — the food interrupts, or ſeparates from, with 
the firanger. [or me- Yam ger, from the ſtranger people, 4 
| populs hoſpite ; as TYY Cy, 4 fepulo barbaro, Eſal. xiv. : A 
| The 


* 
DI 
- 


the inhabitants: even 
the waters forgotten 
of the foot : they are 
dried up, they are 
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ſpirit and ingenuity of man- Szcr. 41. 
kind : it appears how. they Jeb reti. 
croſs the broad rivers and!“ . 


gone away from arms of the ſea for | com- 
men. n ; Merce = 


The Hebrew will bear either rendering; for it is the point- 


ing only makes the difference.] It follows, hau-nifacachim 
minni regel, dallu me-enoſh na yu, forgotten of the foot, they 
appear leſs than men, they are toſſed. The ſtrong and 
lively images here ſet before us, he remarks, would be ad- 
mired, if we were to ſee ſuch a paſſage in Pindar; and that 
there are but two places in the book of Job where there is 
any alluſion to navigation, and both ſhew it in its. infancy, 
One is ch, ix. 26, where Fob compares the courſe of human 
life, and the rapidity with which it paſſes, to the ff? 
ſhips, ſhips of defire, or ſhips of cane, or the papyrus ; that is, 
ſuch light veſſels as they uſed in paſſing the river Mie, and 


other great rivers and arms of the ſea. Lucan mentions 
theſe veſſels, /ib. 4. | 


Sic cum tenet omnia Nilus, 


Conſeritur bibula Memphitis cymba papyro, 


This, no doubt, was the firſt eſſay made by mankind to- 
wards navigation; and perhaps the fartheſt that their {kill 
had reached in Job's time. The other paſſage is this beau- 
tiful one before us, where the ſea is not ſo much as men- 
tioned, but H, nachal, a torrent or flood — ſome arm of 
the ſea, perhaps, a few. leagues over, &c. One would 
think that Job had the boat and mariners in his eye, when 
he deſcribes them ſo poetically in theſe remarkable parti- 
culars. — That they are forgotten of the foot, that 1s, their 
feet forget them, and are no 1 ſerviceable to them, in 
this very different way of travelling. — That they en to 
the fight, dallu me- enaſb, extenuantur per homine, — they look 
like crows inſtead of men, as they go off farther and far- 
ther from the ſhores. — And laſtly, zayu agitantur, are toſ- 
fed up and down upon the billows. The word ſeems to de- 
note an involuntary and irregular motion; as in P/al. cvii. 


27, and in Jotbam's apologue or fable, Judg. ix. where 


the Hebrew word tranſlated promoted, ſignifies mowed to and 


Fro, or tofſed upon the trees, — a lively image of the 3 
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384 A Pax APHRASE o the 
Sxcr. 41. merce; where there is no path 


for the foot of man, where 
Job XXVII. the 


4 ey leſſen to the ſight, and 
are toſſed u the waves. 

As to this earth which we 
inhabit, by due cultivation 
and huſbandry, it produces 
on its ſurface the important 
bleſſing of bread - corn: and 


ſtill deeper are turned up and 


laid open the ſtratæ or beds 
of various minerals, ſulphur, 
naphtha, bitumen, and other 
combuſtibles. 8 
Its mountainous rocky parts 
how are they lined, and fre- 
quently productive of the la- 
tent treaſure of jewels and va- 
luable ſtones: looſe ore and 
gold duſt is likewiſe found in 
it to employ the artiſt's ſkill 
and talents. 
Notwithſtanding their ſur- 
prizing inſtincts and ſagacity 
in other reſpects; yet this pro- 
perty of diſcovering nature's 
ſecret repoſitories is utterly 
unknown, and never has been 


attempted by birds of prey; 


not even by the quick-ſighted 


hawk, or greedy vulture. 
Young 


5. As for the earth 
out of it cometh 
bread : and under it 
is turned up as it 
were fire. 


6. The ſtones of 
it are the place of 
ſapphires, and it hath 
duſt of gold. 

* 


, 


7. There is a path 
which no fowl know- 
eth, and which the 


vulture's eye hath 


not ſeen. 


and the cares of government ! Pet. Crit. Dif. 4to. p. 442-3. 
| , Schultens interprets the paſſage, of people digging under 
ground, and becoming, as it were, manes or „ and 
quotes Plin, J. xxxiii. 4, Senec, nat, Qu. v. 15. 


. 9 bY me 
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8. The lions whelps 
have not trodden it, 
nor the fierce lion 
paſſed by it. 


* 


9. He putteth forth 
his hand upon the 
rock; he overturn- 
eth the mountains by 
the roots. 


o. Hecutteth out 
rivers among the 
rocks, and his eye 


ſeeth every precious 


11. He bindeth the 
floods from over- 
flowing, 


. . Young lions, however ſa- 


vage and ravenous, have Ver arr D. | 
35 % #,*,S*fE | 


gone in ſearch, of theſe deep 
receſſes : nor the fierceſt and 
moſt majeſtick lion thirſted 
for what was contained in 
them as prey. | 

Subſtances which are feem- 
ingly obdurate, and as the 
flinty ftone impenetrable, 
man by arts or unwearied 
pains can make impreſſions 
on; and ſeparate their moſt 
ſolid parts and cloſeſt union: 
notwithſtanding the ſtrength 
and firmneſs of very large and 
mountainous bodies, he has 
found means to ſhake their 
foundation, or force them from 
their baſis. | 

He overcomes unnumbered 
extreme difficulties in provid- 
ing fountains of water in the 
dry places where they are 
wanted, cut out of the hard 
rock ; and he diſcovers and 
makes advantage of whatever 
he finds concealed that is 
ſcarce and valuable. 

He raiſeth banks, and con- 
fineth the rapid ſtreams within 

| their. 


o Literally, from aerping, in a beautiful poetical manner 
n which ns op tp oe e flow down the cheeks, 
or. I. C . : to 
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12 


13 


14 


4 Pax ATR A on ths 


t channels, to pre- 
vem the - miſchiefs of theit 
S overflow : and what was re- 
mote from human fight, 
Hidden in ſubterraneous ca- 
vers, ke produces to render 
ſome way ſervitendis or or- 


rnamental. 
In all theſe reſpects man af- 


fails and furmounts the great- 
eſt difficulties ; but there is 
another affair of inexpreſſibly 
more importance, where his 
tational powers ſeem to fail 
him ; or rather, where he does 
not Employ ahd exert them; 
and that is to ſearch out the 
#aſ6n- and nature of moral 
things; and thoroughly to un- 


of piety - and virtue, 
There is no qe that 


man' can weigh againſt, to 
form a juſt 4 


in valuable quality : neither is 
ary thing to be found, though 
it every where tees with life 


and being, upen the whote' 


ſurface of this earth to balance 


ſr. 
"it is ef 0 noble an origi- 


Ry and divine a nature, that 


the 


derſtand the nobleſt wiſdom 


ate of this 


that is hid, brin 
he forth to light. 


12. But whereſhall 
wiſdom be found ? 
and where irthe place 
of underſtanding ? 


13. Man knoweth 
not the price thereof, 
neither is it found in 
the land of the liv- 


ing. 


the ew 
84 it is not in . 


. fell — 10 
Over their 88 


* +. wv 


© Y td. 
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is not with me. found abyſs, and even centre 
of this earth, could they pe- 
netrate and ranſack it, would 


anſwer their moſt curious and 


diligent enquiries it is not in 

my power, though I contain 
gold and ſilver, to exhibit what 
1s of equal worth to wiſdom : 
and the ſea, — all my richeſt 
treaſures and pearls fall greatly 
ſhort of its inherent real va- 
lue. | 


otten for ? gold, yy; 
te Lars with the greateſt plenty of the 


"hed for the price moſt folid and pure gold: 
CO nes and its rate is too high for any 


poſſible weight of ſilver t 


countervail it. | 


16. It cannot be No ſpecies of the moſt va- 15 


valued with the =_ luable metal, not the ſhining 
2 CER produce 


For the different terms by which gold is expreſſed, 
according to its kinds, country, refinement and uſes. See 
Jerom. comment. Iſai. x. 9, and Chappel. in loc. Some ren- 
der, it cannot be laid on the ground, for gold, in alluſion to 
an ancient cuſtom of exchanging commodities by their 
bulk, and for that purpoſe laying them on the ground in 
ſeparate heaps. — Weighed, before the art of coining was 
invented this appears to have been the method of traſfick 
aepth Wl and barter. As to the onyx, ſapphire, chryſtal, or gold veſſels 
n me: Bl [et with chryftal, choral, &c. there is room for the learned 

and I conjectures of the ingenious lapidary, but, as Mercer ob- 
ſerves, not much certainty of knowledge to be obtained, 
further than that there were early cabinets of the curious ; 
and that Fob was not unacquainted with thoſe rare an 
carce things upon which an high value has been generally 
red; and of rockcted/ tbem 20 wider in compariton with 
viſdom and virtue. 35 
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d the ſea ſaith, it SECT, 410 
and the ſea faith, it the loweſt caverns, the pro- 4 
Job xaviii, 
14. 


15. It cannot be It cannot be bartered for 15 
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Sxer. 41. produce of golden Ophir bears 
. Toon; — any proportion; nor the rareſt 


the 
of Ophir, with the 


precious onyx, or the 


16. collection of precious ſtones — 
any compariſon. 
17 Gold in its utmoſt perfec- _ 15. ths gold and 
tl | ; e chryſtal cannot 
tion, and the pellucid chryſtal A. | 


in its higheſt poliſh and bril- change of it /ball not 
- liancy, are not worthy to con- ze for jewels of fine 
traſt it; nor ornaments, jew- gold. 

els, or emboſſed veſſels of the 

richeſt gold, to be given in ex- 

change for it. 


18 I cannot admit coral and 18. No mention W f. 
pearls to come in competi- mall be made of co. . at 


ral, or of pearls: fo: cl 
the price of wiſdom of 
it above rubies, , 


- tion, nor put them on the liſt, 
as foils to ſet off heaven-born 
* wiſdom z which has more 
attractive charms, is better 
worth, and draws more in 


Weight and value, than the 


richeſt ſtrings of glittering 
rubies. * 


19 The Topaz of Cuſb, or the 19 The 4 topaz of 


precious ſtone of Arabia, is Ethiopia ſhall note 


. 5 a . ; al it : neither ſhall 
not of equal eſtimation : it the —_— 


ſhall gold. 


i 


4 The Arabians are repreſented as neighbours of the 
Cuſbians, 2 Chron, xxi. 16, not of the Ethiopians, neithe 
has any author ſpoken of the precious ſtones of Ezhiopia, 
' -—. Whereas frequent mention is made of the Topazes 0! 
Arabia, and Job doubtleſs here ſpeaks of them, or of the 
Topazes of Cuſb. EJ. New Tranſl, Bib. 145. Plin. Nat. Hi. 
J. v. c. 9. Solin. l. xxxv. Strab. I. xvii, Tof. Bell. Jud. I.. 
c. 1. 

Bochart hath ſhewed caſe to be Arabia Chuſitis, and tit 


* 


topaz to be the produce of the iſland Chitis, belonging i 


that country. 


9 * — 
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ſhall not be appraiſed bySzcr. 41. 


means of the greateſt quan- 
tity, or moſt excellent ſpecies 
of manufaQured gold. 


cometh wiſdom ? & ter of this habitable earth, 
where is the place of 


anderſtanding ? as its natural produce, is reli- 
gious moral wiſdom brought? 
or, in what diſtrict or pro- 
vince, as its peculiar genuine 
growth, is found intelligence, 

21. Seeing it is hid truth and virtue? 
from the eyes of © In as much as it is abſo- 


Al living, and kept Jytely in the dark, to the bru- 
tal creation, and utterly un- 


cloſe from the fowls 
of the air. o . 
97.19 known to the winged tribes : 


theirquickeſt inſtin& and moſt 


ſurprizing ſagacity, truly pro- 
per and moſt uſeful for their 
ſtate of being, are but low 
groveling accompliſhments 
conſidered with it. | 


C44 We 


* Chappelow and others interpret, by any living creature 
on earth, or even by thoſe miniſtring ſpirits, the angels of 
heaven. But in what ſenſe can this de true, underſtandin 
by wiſdom religious morals, which men may, and the blei- 
ſed ſpirits doubtleſs do underſtand ? But the paſſage has a 
very natural and ſublime meaning, when underſtood of 


Dan 
19. 


20. Whence then From what climate or quar- 20 


conſtituting virtue, morals, and religion, as the point of diſ- 


tinction, and true eminence of man above the fowls of 
the air and beaſts of the field. They have a reſemblance 
in moſt other reſpects; here is a certain difference: they 


are not capable of moral government, nor ever ſhewed the 


lealt token of religious virtue. 
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\ 


= * 


23 


— 


24 


25 


Job — indeed relating to this queſ- 


tion about wifdom delivered 
down to us by tradition from 
our forefathers ; the genera- 
tions'of men, who have lived 
before us, and are now gone 
to the regions of the dead. 

- Amongſt others, theſe im- 
portant particulars, that wiſ- 
dom in all its various parts 
and branches, muſt be per- 
fectly underſtood by an om- 
niſcient God. | 

For his knowledge alike 
extends to, and with perfect 


accuracy ſurveys, all things 


and places, to the extremity 
of the earth, and under the 
whole canopy of heaven. 
And that with a wiſdom fo 
infallible, and a power ſo ab- 
folute and uncontrollable, as 


to give a certain and deter- 


minate weight and meaſure, 


to things the moſt uncertain 


and inconfſtant. with reſpect 
ro us, even the winds and the 
waters. "Oo 
1 We 


22. Deſtruction 
and death ſay, we 
have heard the fame 
thereof with our ears, 


23. God under - 
ſtandeth the way 
thereof, & he know- 
eth the place thereof. 


24. For he looketh 
to the ends of the 
earth, and ſeeth un- 
der the whole hea- 
ven. 


25. To make the 


weight for the winds, 
and he weigheth the 


waters by meaſure. 


9 Deftrution and drath, by an elegant figure of ſpeech are 


introduced as perſons and ſpeakers. See the next note for 
their further explication. Schultens interprets theſe of the 
_ diffolation of the body, and its putrefaction in the grave, 
with the horrors of eternal death, as declaring God's tre- 
mendous majeſty, and inculcating on all a religious fear, 


On 
ve 
ne 
I's, 


Book of Jos. 


291 


26, 27, and 28. We have had it moreover S ser. 41 


when 3 dere celivered down i us in th 
and a way for the {ame traditional way that this 
lightning of thethun- infinitely wiſe. and glorious 
der. Then did he Being, when he made the 


ſee it, and declare . - 
it, he prepared it, world, not only diſplayed his 


yea, and ſearched it On wiſdom in che admirable 
out. And untot man contrivance of it 5 but at the 


he Cc4. ſame 


t Peters ſuppoſes, not improbably, as the Hebrew is, was 
Jomer la Adam, which might be rendered as a proper name ; 
that the firſt man Adam and no other cap be meant ; and tl 
we have here a record of ſomething ſpoken by God to 
him, not to be met with in the book of Geneſis. But whe- 
ther ſpoken to him before, or after his fall, is not ſo eaſy to 
determine, If after the fall, the words carry with them 3 
reproof, as well as an inſtruction highly reaſonable and ſuit» 
able to the circumſtances of our unhappy progenitor. As 
if God had ſaid to him, you, who in defiance 3 the prohibition I 
had given you, have been ſeeking after another fort of won and 
knowledge than was proper for you ; go, learn fure ex» 
perience, that your trueſt wiſdom is to fear me, and pay an af» 
ſolute obedience to my commands. He adds, — how aptly deftiruc- 
tion and death are made the conveyers of this great truth 
from Adam, down through his poſterity ; ſince it was the 
diſobedience of our firſt parents that brought death into the 
world; and every inſtance of mortality therefore would na- 
turally recall to the minds of them, and their deſcendants, 
the hiſtory of the fall, and read them a new leſſon of obe- 
dience. — If the opinion, he further obſerves, of learned men 
be well grounded, that there was neither rain nor thunder 


before the fin and fall of our firſt parents; then here is an- 


other particular, which ſeems to ſhew that this admonition 
to 44am muſt be given after the fall: for God is ſaid to 
give it, zvwhen he made a decree for the rain, and a way for 
the lightning of the thunder. And if he was pleaſed at the 
ſame time to accompany it with a diſplay of his thunder in 
all its terrors, and this was the firſt time that Adam heard 
thoſe awful ſounds ; what an impreſſion muſt it make on 
his heart ? And how could he chuſe but remember it him- 
ſelf, and tranſmit it with care to his poſterity ? And we — 

- 10me 


— 
Job xxviii. 
26, 27, 28. 
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4 PAR APHRASE on' the 


Seer: 41-ſarne time declared, in the he ſaid, behold, the 


Job Il. 


— moſt diſtin&, clear, and full fear of 'the Lord, 


dom, 
26,27,2 28. manner to man, alas ! too that is wiſdom, and 


to depart from evil 
apt to ſeek for another wiſ- is underſtancing, 


dom and knowledge, what 
was the knowledge proper to 
him as man, the beſt and 
trueſt wiſdom he could ever 
attain unto; which was to ac- 
knowledge and adore his Ma- 
ker, guard againſt diſpleaſing 
him, and pay all due obedi- 
d his laws. 


ſome reaſon to 1 chat this might be the caſe,' as the 
Jaw was afterwards delivered from mount Sinai with the 
Same ſolemnity. And though this admonition be here ex- 
preſſed in very general terms, there is reaſon to believe that 
God did fee it, m— declared it ; he prepared it, yea, and ſearched 

it out, numbered, eſtabliſhed, and defined it, or gave him 
Za account of the particulars of his duty: a full and 
e aborate ſyſtem of religion and morality, Crit. Dif]. 440, 


+457» 
- 5 2 7 not this refer to that original law of nature, which 
is, and ever will remain, perfect and moſt accurate, as God 
hath enacted, eftabliſhed, and promulgated it in the nature 
and; reaſon of things ; but is hardly poſſible, in all its parts 
and branches, to gp committed. to writing ; nor even the 
znvaluable bleſings of the moſt perfect of extraordinary re- 
velations to ar. 4 more thap ab d; from, or references 
fo it. 


CHAP. 


4 L p 
\ 13 . 


"CHAP. XXIX. 5 E CT. XLII. 


Job, by 4 very natural tranſition from the ſubjełt 
of the foregoing chapters, proceeds to give a nar- 
rative of his former dignity and ſhining proſpe- 
rity : and how he had ated, and expreſſed his 

. ſentiments of the ſupreme worth of wiſdom, by 

the ſtrilleſt piety and an inviolable integrity, in a 

condition where be had abundant opportunities, 

and the ſtrongeſt temptations to deviate from them. 

Ver. 1, to the end. 3 1 | 


Oreover Job OB's friends railing no SEC . 

| continued his bie&i theta 42. 

u parable, and ſaid, ODJECTIONS to n egoing Cemymnd 

250 Oh inſtructive and incomparable Job xxix. 
= „ diſcourſe, 


— 


u Meſbalim, Solomon uſes to ſignify a powerful command- 
ing ſentence or ſpeech, In P/a/. xliv. 15, it denotes a 
taunting domineering expreſſion or by-word : thou haſt made 
us a by .wword among the heathen, For the ſame reaſon of 
the original idea — a ſong of victory, or a triumphal ſpeech 
in a good cauſe ; as Jai. xiv. 4. * continuing his 
parable therefore, as Peters obſerves, ſeems meant, that he 
went on in a triumphant way of ſpeech ; like one who had 
got the better of the argument, as he certainly had, Crit. 

J. Ab. p. 46. | Me were Of 

Nothing, the ſame author remarks, could be more un- 
toward than the conduct of Job's friends; to bring a ch 
againſt him which they could not prove, and from which 
his well-known virtue, and the integrity of his life ought 
to have ſcreened him. But though Fob very plainly ſhews 

. them the injuſtice and inhumanity of this procedure, nay, 

| though he confutes them ſo far that they had nothing fur. 
ther to reply; yet, like our modern diſputants, they ſtood 7 

out to the laſt ; and had not the grace to own their miſtake, 


394 4A PaAAHR ASR on the 
Ser. 42. diſcourſe, he purſues it in the Oh that I were as i 


r following important and tri- months paſt, an in the 
b xxix da s when God re- 
1 „ umphant manner: they are, 4.204 me: > 


alas ! now paſt and gone, but 


I can review with pleaſure 
uy former circumſtances, eſ- 


lr 


Ne 


61 God himſelf was pleaſed to PREY it in their ears. — 
Here then we have a lively inſtance of the force of preju- 

dice aud prepoſſeſſiun. The character of Job, on the other 

hand, aff us ſuch a ſpectacle, as Seneca ¶alluding to the 

ſhews of gladiators ſo common among the Romans] ſays, 

was worthy of the Deity himſelf to look upon, n. of a 

pious good man combating adverſity. Yir fortis cum mala 

fortuna compo rs and amangſt other miſeries of an ex- 

traordinary kind, 'vexel with the unjuſt ſuſpicions and the 

21 2pe&viſh-accufations of his miſtaken friends: and hers we 

— =" him uũng every argument that could be thought of — 

2x > 8 ES Aas general courſe of Providence — directing 

8 m to 1 


ances within their own knowledge — putting 
m in mind of a future judgment — and when all this 
would not do, but they ſtill diſbelieve and perſecute him, 
he is driven to the laſt argument which a madeſt man would 
mike uſe of, and a Pell s to his own publick and private 
| behaviour i the whole courſe of his life : and upon this 
ccaſion, A an introduction the moſt beautiful and art. 
„ ffor the art is quite concealed] that ever was penned 
in the preceeding chapter, diſplays ſuch a ſet of admirable 
virtues, ſhews'the piety, the "= the humanity of his 
conduct, in ſo amiable a lig with ſuch a noble freedom, 
and at the Tame time ch an air of truth, that! queſtion 
whether there be any thing more beautiful or inſtructive 
in all antiquity : and perhaps a finer picture of a Wiſe and 
good man was never drawn, How pruderit and up. 
right in his deciſions as a iſtrate or judge ! how juſt 
2 bengyoletit i in his a character, as a father of a 
mily ! how untractable to all the allurements of pleaſure i in 
the Kel ight of prolp 17 7 ! and how ſenfible to the com- 
Kong and 4 tet! ies, of others J and above all, how re- 
arkably 25 in his 0 d inciples, how careful to build by 
9595 „Wen ie ſolid baſis, religion, or the fear of 


3. When his can- 
dle ſhined upon my 
Bead, and when by 
his light I walked 
through darkneſs ; 


4. As I was in the 
days of my youth, 
when the fecret of 
God was upon my 
tabernacle. | 


5. * When the Al- 
mighty was yet with 
ls e oe 


1 Nes. from whom the paraphraſe is partly taken 
juſtly obſerves, that ſod Elah, and fod Felovab, 


our welfare, and in eve 
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pecially my behaviour in them Szcr, 42.” 


which im 
tion: even thoſe halcyon bleſ- 
fed days, oh ! that it was pol- 
fible to recall them, when 
none queſtioned, but the Al- 
mighty favoured and peculi- 
arly protected me. 

When a kind Providence 
diſtinguiſhed me with an un- 
interupted happy flow of ſuc- 
ceſs and proſperity : and ei- 
ther ſuffered nothing to diſ- 
turb and perplex me ; ar early 


proves with reflec- Tv 


Job xxix. 
1, . 


removed and difperſed all my 


fears and cares. 

As I was in the days of my 
youth, maturity and vigour, 
when that auguft aſſembly, 
where God's counſels and de- 
crees are paſſed, was held, as 
it were, over my habitation ; 
and it ſeemed to be his peculiar 
care to concert meaſures for 


ſpect to proſper me and m 
Rai. x Sink 90:6 4 


Before the Almighty, as 


my friends have reprefented it, 
TE had 


. 


either the counſels and decrees of God's providence, which 


are ſecret with reſpect to us, any farther 


he is pleaſed 


to reveal them; or elſe the aſſembly where theſe conſulta- 


tions [ſpeaking after the manner of men] are held, and his 


re- 
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Ster. 42. had departed from me, and me, when my chil. 


7, 8. 


— ſuſpended the influences of his dien were about me. 
*. more ind ulgent gracious Pro- 
vidence, when lh: 
delightful of all earthly proſ- 


ad the moſt 
pects, my dear children to ſur- 


round me. 


Before I knew e and 6. When I waſhed 
hard cenſure on account of it; Apr with butter, 
when I enjoyed the greateft me out From 0 al. 

plenty of rural delicacies: and 

th the verdant meads, and 
even barren rocks, freely con- 
tributed to my happineſs ; 


t 4 0 


graced my ſteps, cheered my 


countenance, and refgiced my 
. J 
I Vas not only . 7, and 8. When I 


me e! ivate capacit went out to the gate 
in a r Eur thro' the city, when 
I prepared my ſeat in 
and head of a numerous and = = The young 


regular Jy 5 but diſtin- men ſaw me and hid 
guiſhed chem 


decrees paſſed. The LXX come 5 near the ſenſe, but 
ſeem not to have hit the height of the image which riſes to 
-_ view, and which is exceedingly grand and ſublime. Crit. 
if. 410. p. 28. 
S. Jarebi underſtands it, when devout men aſſembled with 


me to treat of religious matters. And the next verſe, when 


ſervants or miniſters were placed round about me to aſ- 
it in ſacred affairs. 

Schultens, from the Arabic, interprets the foregoing verſe, 
days of my autumn, when the ripe fruit is gathered. That, 
and ſeveral other phraſes, ſeem elegant 5 gurative expreſ- 


 fions taken from rural life, to denote — Thus but- 


ter and oil, as well as milk and honey, were ſerved up at 
their higheſt entertainments, Fudge v v. 25. Nau. Xxxii. 153. 
Pal. ev. 15. 


9. The princes re- 


frained talking, and 


laid their hand on 
their mouth. 


10. The nobles 
held their peace, and 
their tongue cleaved 
to the roof of their 
mouth. 


11. When the ear 
heard me, then it bleſ- 
ſed me; and when 
the eye ſaw. me, it 
gave witneſs to me, 


| Book of Jos. 
themſelves : and the 
aged aroſe and ſtood 
up. 


and took my ſeat in the moſt 
conſpicuous place for admi- 
niſtration of juſtice; as ſoon 
as their baſhful youth ſaw me, 
ſtruck with my preſence, they 
immediately withdrew and hid 
themſelves: and the aged, in 
the moſt reſpectful and duti- 
ful manner, roſe from their 
ſeats and paid me reverence. 

Perſons of authority and 
exalted dignity, when they 
underſtood that I was pre- 


paring to ſpeak, broke off in 


the midſt of their diſcourſes, 
and impoſed upon themſelves 


profound ſilence. 


Not only men of rank and 
quality, but orators and the 
moſt eloquent ſpeakers, as 
ſoon as they heard my com- 
manding voice, were ſilent, 
full of expectation, and all 
attention. 5 

A viſible general. exec: 
tancy, raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch, appeared moreover gra- 

A, tified ; 


4 


Y Chappelow derives negidim, rendered nobles, rather than 
from neged, ante, from higged expoſuit enarravit ; called ſo 
from their being chief and excellent ſpeakers. Prov. viii. 6, 

Schultens interprets, men of ſuperior authority and wiſdom 
compreſſed or reſtrained their voice, as over-awed and bore : 


down, 
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guiſhed as a magiſtrate : toSzcT. 42. 
that degree, that whenever I"vY=? 


aſſumed a publick character, _— 


— 9 : 
— r ˙ —˙ÄuM ! ̃—D ² ⁵b(lt VV. Ali” ̃ ;.. —— M oO OO 2 ==; » ]] §¾⁰ůͥ̈(flg e 


398 A Pax AHR ASE 0n tbe 

Sor. 42. tified ; and my diſcourſe to 

gie an entire ſatisfaction: 

— moreover, it gained freſh ap- 

 _plauſe, and the ſtrongeſt teſ- 
timonies of eſteem and ve- 

| — icant 15 3 
12 So long as $ com— 12. Becauſe I de- 
mon kr Falk nec and na- 2 = 2 — 
tural ſenſe of the obvious dif- Is and him ther bas 
ference betwixt right and none to help him. 
wrong remained, a reputation 
for the higheſt true merit was 
unavoidable ; becauſe all my 
proceedings were founded in 
juſtice and the ſtricteſt equity. 
I never failed to reſcue the 
complaining humble poor, 
from the moſt powerful hands 
of his proud oppreſſor. I pro- 
tected and defended the in- 
jured helpleſs orphan ; and 
relieved the man, whoever he 
was, that I found had been 
dealt treacherouſly with, or 

Happening to be deſtitute and 

friendleſs, was diſtreſſed. _ 

13 I received his moſt grateful 13. The bleſſing of 
acknowledgments and accla- — — was ready - 
mations of praje, who was ber v et 

reduced to the laſt extremity, the widow's heart to 
forreadily interpofing between fing for joy. 
him and deſtruction : and the | 
deſolate widow's mournful 
heart I enlarged, and filled 
with conſolation, gladneſs and 
Katy 4 | I honour- 


2 
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14. * I put on righ- 1 honourably diſtinguiſhed Ss r. 444 


teouſneſs, & it cloth- mportant office of 
ed me: my judgment 1 act 


WAS racy, with the meſt ſhin- 
— N — ornameats of an unbiaſſed 
integrity; and conſcientious 
diſcharge of duty: the rec- 
titude of my judgment _ 
ſenterices, according to the 
certain merit of cafes, and 
without the leaſt reſpect of 


per ſons, were my peculiar en- 
ſigns, gorgeous 22 and _ 
al diadem. 


15. I was eyes to As the juſtneſs of a man's 
the blind, and feet cauſe was argument ſufficient 
was I to the lame, with me, to eſpouſe his in- 

| tereſt, and ſee right — 
him; ſo was the miſery of 

any one's condition a title and 

undifputed claim to my cha- 

rity: 


2 This is equally beautiful in the manner of fon, 
as it was excellent in the character. Others might value 
themſelves, and be admired in the world, for their Pu 
attire, the diſtin _ veſt, and the brilliant diadem, v 
or tiara: what e appeared in was juſtice and 
according to origin a — 
wiſdom and in 


ſeems to have in view this excellent paſſage, xt 


I long have known your bounty. b 
[My very being yours. ] Let it extend | 
In doing acts of charity, compaſſion, 
And univerſal love, Open the gates 
Of liberty to wretches, loſt in d 
Relieve the oppreſſed, aſſert the — 
And teach the widow's heart to fiog for joy : 


With bounty guide the hand of fortune, 
And make the virtuous happy. 


9 
Job uu 


14. 


15 


the exacteſt rules of 
author of the following lines 
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A ParRAPuRASE on the 
Sxcr. 42. rity : to the melancholy be- 


Joris wildered ſtate of blindneſs and 


i. 


darkneſs, I adminiſtred all the 
guidance, comfort, and cheer- 
ing light in my power: and 
to the unfortunate one of in- 
firmity and crippled lameneſs, 
I ..gave proper ſupport and 


I was truly the poor, af- 
flicted, and neceſſitous man's 
friend and father, for protec- 
tion and all the offices of an 
active charity, and chearful 
ready hoſpitality: let him be 
who he would, whether my 
own country man or a foreign- 


er that was aggrieved, he had 


17 


eaſy acceſs. to me: and where 


affairs were in themſelves in- 
tricate and perplexed, or ma- 
terial circumſtances were in- 


16. I was a father 
to the poor: and the 
cauſe which I knew 
not, I ſearched out, 


duſtriouſly concealed, I ac- 


quainted myſelf thoroughly 
with them, before I came to a 
final determination: 


However N mighty 


the perſon, I never ſuffered 
his injuſtice and violence to 
$ with impunity : I ſuc- 


» 


coured and ſpeedily delivered 


17.* And 1 brake 
the jaws of the wick- 
ed, and pluckt the 

ſpoil out of his teeth, 


the 


a This image ſeems plainly to be taken from rural life; 
and the conduct of herdſmen or ſhepherds, reſpecting ſome 
wild beaſt that had ſeized, and was carrying away a kid or 
lamb. In ſuch danger from lawleſs power and-rapine were 


ſome whom Job relieved; . + 


— MT << 


Book of Jon, 40r 
the innocent, and uſed the ri-Szcr. 42. 
gour of the law upon the bold ws 
agoreſſor. Job xxix. 
18. Then I ſaid, I Thus exalted, beloved, re- '*: 
wr ante 2 — vered, I concluded, that 1 
: ſhould one day, without tu- 
dann mult, ſorrow, loſs, or diſeaſe, 
leave the world in my own 
comfortable habitation, with 
all my relatives and friends 
about me. And, previous to 
this, I pleaſed myſelf with the 
agreeable proſpect of many 
future ſeaſons, a venerable old 


age, or a long and happy 
life, | 
19. My root was As a tree commonly flou- 19 


ſpread out by the wa- .,.; f 
ts ad ik e riſhes, whoſe roots are plen 


lay all night upon Cifully moiſtened from refreſh- 
my branch, ing ſprings or currents, and 
on whole ſpreading branches 
the evening dews ſhed their 


d The Vulg. Lat. renders, ca- cho! ficut palma. Some 
underſtand it of the eagle, and others of the phoenix : 
which is fabulouſly reported to live 500 years, and to ex- 
pire in a funeral pile, of its own preparing, with frank- 
incenſe, myrrh, and other aromatics ; from which ariſes 
another pbænix. But ſome interpret the ſtory of this Ara- 
bian bird to be emblematick, and to contain a prophecy of 
the final conflagration, with the new heavens and new 
earth to ſpring from the ruins. Mudge remarks, that by 
his neſt he probably intends thoſe of bis neſt, his ſons and 
family : and adds, perhaps by the multiplication, of days 
as the ſand, as it here comes after his death, and it ſeems 
too much for the life of one man, he means the long con- 

tinuance of his family 'after him. | | 


Var. I. D d kindeſt 
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Szer. 42. Kindeſt influences; ſo did all 
2 deſireable circumſtances con- 
19. Ev to render my perſon, fa- 
mamily, and fortunes, proſper- 
dus and improving to the ut- 
moſt of my wiſhes. 
20 I was eſtabliſhed and inde- fegen glory was 
Ig + reſh in me, and my 
E ndent as co earthly poſſeſ- © bow was renewed 
ons : and as to fecular dig- in my hand. 
nity, ſo far from any viſib 
declenſion, I was riſing to, 
indeed ſtood at the head of 
the community: and my in- 
fluence and authority abſolute 
and uncontrolable. 
21 In matters of the greateſt 21. _— — 
conſequence I was always con- Saneeate And Watte 
; folted nothing could be de- _ r . 
termined before I declared my 
ſentiments, wherein all parties 
entirely acquieſced, without 
ever pretending to diſpute or 
contradict them. E 
22 That argument which I 22. Aſter my words 
had handled was reckoned to they ſpake not * 


1 "YE F 


<* By the ſtate of the weapons men commonly uſed, is 
expreſſed in the oriental idiom, the condition as to ſtrength 
or weakneſs, proſperity or adverſity. of. the perſon wha 
uſed them, Thus Jacob, concerning his ſon Jaſepb, Gen. 
an 23, 2 And the Arab ſay, his pear is Bard, i. e. he 

s honourable : his ſpear is flaccid. ar limber, i. E. he is ig-- 
noble: bs bow is well-frung, i. e. he is in authority, or 
he is a man of courage, nd will ſtand his ground: . 
bow is unbent or broken, i. e. he is out of power deſtitute 
of courage, or reduced to povert x. ; 


. 


993 „4 


7 


' 
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o 


and my ſpeech*drop- bethoroughly exhauſted; none Ser. 42. 


ped upon chem. attempted to reſume or fur- 
ther enlarge on it: they ap- 
peared fully informed, and 
perfectly ſatisfied with my diſ- 
courſe; as the tender herb is 
refreſhed with the trickling 
dew, or the mowed graſs with 
the deſcending gentle rain, 
23. And they wait They were intent and eager 
ed FR me as for the for my ſentences : in real vi- 
ruf wah * ſible pain, and with open 
5 for the! em 1g mouths, they liſtened till I 
| had pronounced them. The 
careful huſbandman in a 
droughty ſeaſon, never looked 
up to heaven with more long- 
ing eyes to ſee the clouds 
..—— ticken, and the plenteaus 
e 4 ſhowers fall on his parched 
. oy © 00 08; OY ene 
5 he 174 laugted In my ſeaſons, and expreſ- 
on them, they believ- ſions of greater familiarity 
22 1 wt. * 29 | and 
r 
4 A ſimilar paſſage occurs Deut. xxxii, 2, agreea ble to 
which, Schultens obſerves, is the Arabic idiom, I was de- 
frrous of being watered by ſhowers and dew, i, e. of being 
well inſtructed: how plenteous is thy. ſhower ! i. e. how does 
thy eloquence flow And Jobs vii. 38, be that buieveth on 
me — out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. . 
The former rain, which the Hebrews ſtile jereb, or march, 
is ſuppoſed to fall in autumn, after ſeed time, when, ch 


grain was juſt lodyed in the ground. — The latter, which 4 

they called uallelb, in ſpring time, a little before harveſt, - 

to feed and ripen it to maturkty for harveſt. Vid. Michael 
— 2 * all 058 

e Bocbart underſtands, thoſe things which awe eſpecially 

fer, when they come to bali, for joy We can ſcarce believe are 


4 ” 
-. 


ld” as NO * 15 as . 1 * "£4 
| * bali, ben Kc. 1 
zer. T a . freedom, 18 not : . 
belieyed ara ek to N f. ght of * e | 
a4 i; "7 Ways contained, of Toa, ey. not 
IS ſtructiom and al 115 Te 
> and never, for my condeſcen- p 
| ti.ons and innocent pleaſantries, 


at all remitted or abated of 
ay their duty, obedience, N 
1 Iz rofound reveretice. 
1 Being hs veſted with a * 71 choſe oye 
i ena aut ori I re{cribed er way, an t 
Per reg 5 Their man- cos Ar | 
mers, "interefts, - and proper- as one that comfort. 
ties: as guards do their Prince, eth the mourners. 
or an army their general, — 5 
acknowledged me as their chief 
1 and leader. From me as the 
* fountain of right and equity, 
>, - . "grievances of all kinds were in 
1 5 due courſe redreſſed: the in- 
= * Jes opp oppreſſed, and diſcon- 
: olate, wererelieved from their 
- wrongs; burdens, and — 


i», 
* 
* * * x * p 31% 


; come. to paſs, Hieroz, i. 148, And Mage — wa „ s 
* = XXXIX, 24, Vi. that of fnding rm on their legs. * 
With zemſelves ; and the 7 0 


"RR ch Bey 55 what to 
n « Wer ſeceived from the (ſes of my "pps 
„ K. , WO 


Schalen interprets, dent before. chen 2 a Ihe de N 
e to wintue, piety, and all religion : and ſuppoſes J to 
a. 2 e been a divine inſtructor, 7 and pr het. happelow, a | 
3 geren of king. And Mudge, . I chuſe to to go aba 
ith them, 1. ould 27 77% my N as an Arab chief or 

| ih; at a party of and plunderers, when he is 

" to vole or e e N 3 1 


% 
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keep I FF know not how l ong. „ 


